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  The Ever Changing Alumni Club 
The Osco Sav-on Alumni Club has been in existence 

since 1993.  Here is some of the reporting of that 

momentous event from the very first issue of Con-

nections.  

“Approximately 100 former associates and friends 

gathered to renew old friendships and hear about 

where our company is headed at the Oct. 27, 1993 

Kick- off Luncheon of the American Drug Stores 

Alumni Club, Osco Chapter. Held in the Chicago sub-

urb of Lombard, the luncheon was the first official 

function of the club. In addition to providing alum-

ni a chance to get together, the event featured 

American Drug Stores Chairman Dave Maher provid-

ing insight to the future direction of our company. 

Among those attending the luncheon were former 

company presidents Terry Hanson, Dick George, 

and George Hilden.  

During his presentation, Dave discussed the ad-

vantages of our company's Vision Storefront de-

sign. People are able to see products in these 

stores very easily, as well as purchase it. Customers 

will be able to clearly view the core category sec-

tions upon entering the vision stores.  Osco Chap-

ter president Tork Fuglestad also discussed some 

of the club's future activities, including a quarterly 

newsletter and annual member directory.” 

For anyone who has never been a part of an organi-

zation like ours, it’s hard to believe that hundreds 

of people are still interested in hearing about their 

fellow Osco and Sav-on Family member’s tales both 

past and present. 

During the journey over the past 28 years, thanks to 

the contributions of many people who donated their 

time, talents and efforts, the club has continued to 

keep folks connected.  With our original website 

that has served us nobly over the past decades, we 

were able to give members an opportunity to revisit 

memories from the past and we were able to keep 

them up to date on what’s coming next as far as 

events around the country. 

Because of technology changing over the years, it 

has become necessary for us to ‘rebuild’ our web-

site and we are very excited to let you know that in 

November, we will be launching the NEW Osco Sav-on 

Alumni Club website that will have greatly expanded 

capabilities including sharing your photo albums with 

all of the rest of the club!  It will make it easy to find 

each other, and we will be launching a monthly edi-

tion of Connections that will keep everyone even 

more connected than ever before! 

You’ll be able to view every single issue of Connec-

tions dating back to 1993, how about some of those 

classic videos from the past, remember...Simply the 

Best? 

Stay tuned, and spread the word, the Osco-Sav-on 

Alumni Club is alive and GROWING!!!  

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com
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Board Meeting 
Highlights  

September 18, 2021  

 

The Fall Zoom Board meeting took place 

on Saturday, September 18th with 13 

Members present.  Our first order of 

business was to welcome Judy Archer 

as the Club’s Secretary, Judy’s Osco 

background was as an administrative 

assistant at 1818.  Club finances were 

reviewed.  The Board approved main-

taining dues at $15.00 annually with 

automatic renewal where possible.  We 

discussed the 2022-2023 slate of candi-

dates for the Board and reviewed the 

write-in candidates submitted during 

the 2021-2022 election.   The Board ap-

proved adding one Director from Savon 

and replacing any current Board mem-

bers that retire.  We apologize to any-

one that has tried to log into the old 

website, it has outlived current connec-

tivity with  the various web browsers.  

Our data base is in a similar situation 

and can no longer be upgraded.  The 

good news is that we have been work-

ing for the last several months on build-

ing a new website supported with a 

new data base.  We are happy to report 

that both are operational, read the up-

date on page 1 for the details and the 

estimated go-live date for members! 

Next Board Meeting: 

Saturday, November 13th 

August 8th : Dick Kidd 

August 14th : Kathy Gardner 

August 17th: Gary Jordan 

September 10th: Sean MacDonald 

September 11th: Sean Hartsock 

September 16th: David Leach 

September 28th: Gordon McGuff 

ROMEO Club Brunch 
Restarts 

ROMEO Club Brunch ROMEO 
(Retired Osco Merchandisers Eating 

Out)  

The Gathering  resumed as of Octo-

ber 1st.  Stay tuned to the Website 

for future gatherings. 

Place:  The General Store        

Loc:  Scottsdale, AZ 

Time:  11:30 am 

Organizer:  Gerry Bay 

organizer’s email ID 

geralddbay@me.com      

 

Running like the 
Wind 

Jeanette Palmer completed her 

100th marathon on the morning of 

September 16th.  She began run-

ning 30 years ago. She’s run Boston 

4 times, Saint George 13 times, at 

least one marathon in each of the 

50 states. She’s also ran 65 half 

mara-

thons. 

When 

Dennis 

adds 

up her 

mara-

thons, 

halves 

and 

train-

ing 

miles she’s run over 57,000 miles 

over the past 30 years. She wanted 

to get 100 marathons in by the 

time she turned 70. She did both 

this week. She had some great run-

ning friends including Kim Halliday, 

Jann Rich, Joan Katz, Sally Tyree, 

and her sister Leanne. On one of her 

Boston runs she was the sponsor 

for Adidas. Her picture was all over 

the city - billboards, bus stops etc. 

Congratulations Jeanette!!! Jeanette 

worked for Savon scooping ice 

cream when she was 16. Her father 

was President of Savon. After she 

and Dennis were married she 

worked in the office for several 

years.  

 

On Behalf of the Alumni Club,  

We Extend Our Deepest Sympa-

thies to the Families Having Lost 

Loved Ones.   

 

Please access the website in “People “, 

“Click “ on The  In Memoriam section to 

see the article and additional notices of 

the passing of 

Osco and  Sav-on employees. 



Page 3             Family Tree of Companies 

Our company family tree has many branches…Since Osco Drug and Savon 

were born there have been many exciting acquisitions, sales and name changes.  It’s doubtful that 

any other retailer has gone through as many transitions!  In the coming months we’ll take a deep 

dive into some of our companies and share their beginning and how they became a branch on our 

company family tree.  The first of these deep dives will be Star Market which will be shared in the 

Winter edition of Connections and posted on the new website,  Please let us know if we’ve missed 

any companies by emailing the club at https://www.oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com/.  Which branch 

did your career start from??? 
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Mike Koestler…
During my 32 year 
Retail career I have 
worked for, or at: 
Elk Grove DC, Re-
public Lumber, Sev-
eral Osco locations, 
1818, SLC, Jewel 
Melrose Pk, Ameri-
can Stores, Albert-
son’s, SuperValu 

and Cerbrus.  The last 14 years I have worked in the 
Illinois liquor Whole Sale business, currently working 
for Maverick Wine Co.  Maverick has allowed me a 
great opportunity to build a Chain division and man-
age sales to every Illinois National chain.  I’m 
splitting my time between Roselle, Il and Laguna 
Woods, CA.  Covid-19 has forced me to spend most 
of my time working remotely from California, so I 
can’t complain.  I retired in June of 2021, and getting 
married in August to a wonderful woman, ready to 
start the next stage of my life.   My second vehicle is 
now a golf cart and I’ve never been happier.  I’m a 
lucky man.   We plan to explore California, the US 
and Europe in the next few years. In between trips, 
look for tropical beaches!  My two kids are doing 
great.  My daughter lives in Southern California with 
her husband and twin girls. My son is happy skiing & 
mountain climbing in Whitefish Montana.  My best 
memories of Osco will always be managing stores.  I 
can talk about merchandising seasonal displays for 
hours. I will never forget competing to be #1 in sales 
in Elgin or at the Brick Yard. Opening new stores was 
always an adventure at Schaumburg, Glendale 
Heights and Milwaukee & Ashland.  I was promoted 
to Liquor Sales Manager and it was my Operational 
background and experience that made me a good 
Buyer. There were so many great people along the 
way.   I was lucky to have outstanding mentors; Ray, 
Mitch, Byron, Greg, Rex, Ed.. Just to name a few.  I’m 
fortunate and grateful for the life lessons and oppor-
tunities Osco provided me.  

Randy Mound…After leaving SuperValu in 2010, 

Fanny and I moved to 

Woodbury, MN, 

where I took a posi-

tion with Target Cor-

poration in the Mer-

chandising, Process, & 

System Development 

group working on 

their RedRx proprie-

tary pharmacy soft-

ware package.  We 

lived there for 5 

years, but never really 

got used to the win-

ters.  In 2016, I accepted a position with Wolters 

Kluwer and was relocated to Indianapolis.  We en-

joyed Indy for 5 years however, it was very far from 

family.  So last year, I accepted another position at 

IQVIA which allowed me to live anywhere in the US.  

We immediately sold our home and moved to Oma-

ha where we now live.  We are very close to our 

grandchildren and see them often.  Fanny is semi-

retired and I’m eyeing an early 2022 retirement 

date.  We both love to Cruise and travel.  We are 

anxiously awaiting the time when it is safe enough 

to travel again.  And of course, I remain a staunch 

Iowa Hawkeye supporter.  Looking back on our Os-

co/Savon days brings us great joy.  Fanny and I met 

at #2216 in Omaha.  Life in a store was so much 

different then.  We had a blast going with the team 

on hayrack rides, barbeques, and holiday parties.  

Throughout our careers at American Stores, Albert-

sons, and finally Supervalu we were fortunate to 

meet and work with best people.  There are way too 

many to mention, and we are very lucky to still have 

strong relationships with a few.  Life has a funny 

way of working out, after a very fun career we are 

back where it all started…in Omaha. 
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Terry Maloy…During my work career Debbie and I 
(and our six kids) moved 17 times.  In 2004 we de-
cided we had enough of the corporate world.  Al-
so, at that time, our 
parents were 
starting to have 
health is- sues and 
we want- ed to be 
closer to them.  So, 
with a lot of praying 
and faith we found 
a place near 
where we grew up 
and moved to 
Albia, Iowa.  We have been here since 2004 the 
longest we have lived in one place in our 51 years 
of marriage.  As mentioned earlier we have six 
children (4 daughters, two sons) and 18 grandchil-
dren.  Except for 3 grandchildren who live here in 
Albia we do not get to see the others very often.  
The other grandchildren are in New Mexico (4), 
Utah (3), Colorado (6) and New Hampshire (2).  
We do try to get together in the summer for what 
we call Camp Magic (Maloy’s Annual Gathering in 
Iowa Cornfields).  We live on a 96-acre farm and 
have 30 head of cows.  For 7-8 days we have thirty 
plus people in our home!  The grandchildren love 
to come to Papa and Granny’s farm!  Moving back 
to Iowa was truly a God thing as in 2007 Debbie 
was diagnosed with stage 4 breast cancer.  To be 
near family was a blessing.  After going through 
chemo, radiation and several surgeries Debbie re-
mained cancer free until October 2018 when she 
was diagnosed with recurring breast cancer stage 
4.  She began taking Verzenio a targeted therapy 
which is a CDK inhibitor and Letrozole.  I am happy 
to report that the latest PET Scan did not show 
any cancer cells.  She will continue with this thera-
py as long as it continues to work.   Often, I think 
of the “good ole days” at Osco as they truly were 
the good ole days.  What made them so was the 
people.  Count on People Who Care was more 
that an advertising slogan.   

Some of the most vivid memories I have are the 
annual conferences (Pheasant Run, Nashville).  I 
still get chills thinking about the time at Pheasant 
Run we were all singing “Simply the Best!”  Anoth-
er vivid memory is how we came together as a 
family  during the South Bend tragedy.  I will be 
forever thankful for everyone’s support.  After my 
25 years at Osco, I have had a variety of experienc-
es.  VP Advertising at SAM’S Club, VP Marketing 
and Advertising DICK’s Sporting Goods and CMO 
Wild Oat’s Natural & Organic Foods.  After moving 
to Iowa in 2004 I joined Community 1st Credit Un-
ion as Vice President Marketing and Advertising 
and a little over a year later I became CEO and 
President of the Credit Union.  Then in June 2011 I 
retired from the credit union.  Deciding to not be 
fully retired I accepted the position as Executive 
Director of the Iowa Extension Council Association.  
The association serves as a voice for the 900 elect-
ed County Extension Council Members in Iowa. 
This gave me an opportunity to work with Exten-
sion and Outreach leadership at Iowa State Univer-
sity and state legislators on legislation affecting the 
99 County Extension Districts.  Then last April 30, 
2020 I retired again and this time for good!  Debbie 
and I wanted to travel more to see the grandkids.  
Of course, the COVID virus put those plans on hold 
at that time.  We have avoided the virus and are 
doing well and feel blessed.  Debbie continues her 
volunteering at New Hope Ministries and remains 
a strong spiritual woman.  I continue to be on sev-
eral church committees and of course I have my 
cows and the farm to keep me busy.  To all my fel-
low OscoSavon folks, You Are Simply the Best! 

Anita Hodnett...Paul and I live in Stoneham MA 
and we are doing well. Our Daughter Jamie, 
married her college sweetheart in April of 2020. 
I've recently retired and when I'm not at the 
gym I spend time with family and friends. My 
favorite vacations are in Aruba. The years I 
worked at Osco were the best times of my retail 
career; the friends I made, Christmas parties and 
employee appreciation weeks. 
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      John Nieman III…Life is great for John Nieman III.   
I reside mostly in Indianapolis (East 
Side - back to my early Osco 
Roots!) and spend some time in the 
winter in Phoenix.  Like everyone, 
2020 and early 2021 has meant a 
lot of time at home.  I work for 

Gleaners Food Bank in my retirement years and am 
able to order most of the food and schedule food 
loads from my home computer, but do go into the 
food bank a couple days a week if needed.  I have a 
tight circle of friends and family that we have been 
able to socially distance and maintain some live inter-
action, but lots of computer screen time adds to my 
social schedule.  I miss eating out, going to concerts 
and traveling, but am blessed to have the life I have.  I 
love to read non-fiction mystery stories.  I also do 
some creative writing of short stories (mostly for my 
family and friends tied to gifts or celebration).  I have 
binge watched a lot of Netflix and Prime over the past 
year and look forward to spring when I can plant flow-
ers and work in the yard.  If normal ever presents it-
self, I will get back to traveling and seeing all the great 
things across the world that God has created for us!  
Hard to define the top vacation (I have been blessed 
to travel a bunch), but my top 5 include:  Panama Ca-
nal Cruise, Multiple trips to Hawaii, Greece, Brugge 
Belgium and Barcelona Spain.  What are some of your 
fondest memories of your time spent with Osco/
SavOn?  Every wonderful memory of my days at Osco/
Savon/American Stores is tied to the people.  I was 
able to move 22 times, live in 8 States and interact 
with thousands of great people in my 33 year ca-
reer.  I often think back to my earliest days as a part 
time kid at Osco Drug 874 in Muncie Indiana and won-
der how I was ever lucky enough to start that job at 
15 and retire from the same company (through many 
morphs/changes) 33 years later at the age of 50.  I 
was truly blessed.  I host a party in Indy each year on 
the Thursday before the Indy 500 for Osco alumni and 
friends in Indiana where we relive the same old sto-
ries, laugh at the same old jokes, but really just appre-
ciate the special bond we had in a job that really pro-
vided a second family.  If you are in Indy during that 
party, I would love for you to come on over and join   
     us! 

    Tom Dallon…we are doing fine we spend 6 

months here and 6 months in Marco Island Fl. 

We live in a 55 and over community in Brent-

wood NH. I am still playing golf and just enjoying 

retirement in general. Our best vacation was for 

our 35th anniversary we spent a week in Disney 

World and a week in Marco with our four kids 

and our six granddaughters. I have many good 

memories of my time with Osco but one of the 

highlights had to be our trip to Nashville.  

 

   Cheryl Sacek…My family, Jake (the cat) and I 
are well.  So far, we have not 
experienced the worst of the 
pandemic.  I am lucky to be able 
to work from home, and Jake 
appreciates that I am home ALL 
THE TIME right now.  We live in 
beautiful Rhode Island.  The 
new normal is now commuting 
5 days a week about 20 feet to 
my office.  I definitely appreci-
ate the new business casual 
look (not sure how I can ever wear dressier shoes 
again) and have mastered Zoom, WebEx, and 
Skype to a new degree. I love to travel and visit 
places and still was able to do so very carefully 
last year.  I also enjoy the outdoors and working 
in my yard.  Crafting, photography, and reading 
keep me occupied during quiet times.  Vacations 
are each special in their own way; one recent Fall, 
I joined my dad in Tampa Bay.  We had a great 
time exploring the city (I would go again) on my 
own and then with my dad once his business was 
done.  One Hawaii trip was extremely memorable 
for the people who were there and also a very 
fun (and somewhat anxious) helicopter tour. 
There are too many great Osco/SavOn memories 
to count here.  The people and overall culture of 
Osco/SavOn were the best.  I have not experi-
enced anything like since.  When I was in Arizona, 
some of my favorites include our volunteer 
events with Habitat for Humanity.  Who remem-
bers the girls vs. boys build day?  GIRLS RULE! 
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    Cal Schwandt…I retired from Osco Drug in Sep-
tember 2001 after 30 years of service.  Darleen and I 
moved 12 times during the 30 years and ended up 
retiring in Des Moines, Iowa where I was a District 

Manager.  It is hard to believe it is going to be 20 
years since I retired.  We have lived in Des Moines 
area since July 1997.  Our son Andrew and his wife 
Kelly, live in Prior Lake, MN along with their 6 chil-
dren.  Grand children are a real blessing, and it is fun 
to watch them grow and change.  Our daughter, 
Kimberly lives in Denver and we always enjoy visiting 
her in Colorado.  After retiring from Osco, I worked 
as an Outpatient Pharmacist for Mercy Medical Cen-
ter in Des Moines.  Mercy Medical Center is the larg-
est hospital in the Des Moines area.  I worked in 3 
different locations at the beginning and then was 
asked to work as a full-time staff Pharmacist at the 
Ankeny location.  I enjoyed the challenges of working 
in the hospital environment and the relationships 
with the hospital staff and patients.  I worked for 15 
years for Mercy and retired in November 2019.  I am 
very thankful for the opportunities I had at Osco and 
the relationships with so many great people.  I have 
great memories from having worked with so many 
talented people.  I have also been involved in some 
other things over the last 20 years which I will high-
light:     *Served on an Advisory Board for a new 
Pharmacy School at Cedarville University.  I was one 
of 25 people on the board which met twice a year to 
make suggestions for the new Pharmacy School.   

I represented the Outpatient Pharmacy area on 

the board.  We had individuals from a Medical 

School, Nursing School, other Pharmacy School 

staff, as well as Pharmacists representing retail, 

Pharmaceutical companies, and other clinical 

areas of Pharmacy.  Interesting to see the work 

that has to go into a new Pharmacy School.  I 

served on the board for 6 years.   *Darleen’s 98-

year-old mother came to live with us and passed 

away after 2 &1/2 years at age 100.  We felt truly 

fortunate that she was in good health almost to 

the time that she passed away.    *Our daughter, 

Kim worked as a producer for Fox News at the 

White House.  She was invited to the White 

House Christmas party each year and could invite 

one guest.   I attended in December of 2013 and 

Darleen attended in 2014.  It is the only time dur-

ing the year that many rooms at the White 

House are open to look in each room.  Also, as 

you can imagine, the food was excellent.  Both 

Darleen and I tested positive for Covid 19 on Jan-

uary 16, 2021.  Darleen had mild symptoms with 

fatigue, low energy, and no taste or smell.  I was 

not so fortunate.  I went to the VA hospital emer-

gency room and was diagnosed with Covid pneu-

monia and was admitted to the hospital.  I ended 

up having to stay in the hospital for 10 days.  I 

was given oxygen, steroids, anti-virals and conva-

lescent plasma antibodies during my stay.  I was 

released to go home on January 25th and had to 

report my vitals every day for the next 4 weeks 

via Telehealth to a Covid nurse.  I am feeling 

much better now and looking forward to golf, 

working in the yard and riding my bike.  Stay safe 

and Healthy!  
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Dan Quinn will never forget meeting Kevin Staples 

for the first time.   

 

I was preparing to do a “New Store Customer Ser-

vice Meeting” at his location in Arizona.  He asked 

me what his role in the meeting was and I was 

sort of stumped.  Usually, the District Managers 

were so tied up with last minute details the day 

before the Grand Opening that I would just ask 

them to deliver the “close” to everyone and sort 

of tie the bow on top of the package at the end 

of the 4 hour workshop. 

But Kevin’s store was 100% done, all of his associ-

ates were dressed as if their store was already 

open and I can honestly say that over the 6 years 

during which I delivered well over 100 such meet-

ings, Kevin’s was unique. 

 

He told me that he had a story he would like to 

share and so at the end of the meeting, Kevin 

stood up and told us his Christmas story.  Some 

years earlier, Kevin had been a Store Manager and 

he asked everyone if they remembered the time 

when you could not get a Cabbage Patch Doll be-

cause they were in such short supply.  There was 

a news story that a Kmart store had gotten 2 of 

the dolls and auctioned them off to a crowd of 

hundreds of shoppers.  People would pay almost 

any price to buy one but there were none availa-

ble. 

 

That year a T.V. camera crew was in a shopping 

center near Kevin’s store doing a short story 

about the children sitting on Santa’s lap and tell-

ing Santa what they wanted for Christmas.  As 

Kevin watched this at home, a cute little girl sat 

on Santa’s lap and when Santa asked, “What 

would you like for Christmas?”  She said, “I’d like a 

Cabbage Patch Doll Santa”.   The camera panned 

from Santa’s face to the face of the little girl’s 

mother who was frantically trying to signal Santa 

not to say that this wish would come true.  You 

just could not get those dolls, it was impossi-

ble.  Santa smiled at the little girl and said, “Well 

honey, those dolls are really hard to get this year, 

how about if Santa brings it for you next year?”  

Without missing a beat, the little girl replied, “I 

have cancer Santa and I won’t be here next year.” 

 

As Kevin told his story, soon everyone in the 

meeting, me included, was reliving it with him.  . 

Kevin told us about how the employees at his 

store started working to fund-raise enough mon-

ey to help make this little girl’s wish come true 

and they did it!  They raised over $1,000 and af-

ter searching all over the country, they found a 

doll and had it shipped to the little girl’s house.   

 

Kevin said he’ll never forget the moment that 

he watched as the little girl opened the box, 

looked inside, smiled and said, “Thanks, thanks so 

much, but this doll has red hair and freckles and I 

really wanted a doll with blond hair and blue 

eyes.”  Kevin said he had never been so angry; 

how could this little girl be so ungrate-

ful?  Didn’t she know how hard they had worked 

to get her this doll?  Then he stopped and re-

membered that she was just a little girl, just an 

extremely sick little girl. 

 

So he and his Associates started their search 

again, raised more money and in the nick of 

time, they found a doll matching the little girl’s 

request and had it shipped to their store just in 

time for Christmas Eve. 

By this time, Kevin said the 

story had become a huge me-

dia event and everyone want-

ed to see how the story 

would end so they decided to 

have the little girl receive her 

doll from Santa back where 

the story had begun in the 

mall.  As the T.V. cameras 

watched, Santa handed the 

package to the little 

girl.  Everyone held their 

breath as she opened it, 

looked inside, smiled, and 

said, “This is perfect, now my Mommy won’t be 

alone next Christmas.”  I promise you to this day 

every person who was in that meeting, and eve-

ry person who Kevin ever told that story to has 

never forgotten that little blond haired, blue 

eyed girl who wasn’t thinking about herself, she 

was thinking about her Mother. 

 

The Essential Lesson:  It really is more blessed to 

give than to receive and if you understand this, 

then you will enjoy every single day you spend 

serving your customers, no matter what your 

business 


