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 A N N I V E R S A R Y  R E U N I O N  

 

Anniversary Reunion 

Osco 75th Anniversary Reunion Event 
Highlights – oh, what a night! 
  
“It went by so fast”, “not enough time to talk to everyone”, 
”thank you for creating new memories”,  “way too short”, 
"when is the next reunion?" were only a handful of 
comments heard at the Osco 75th Anniversary Reunion 
dinner held 
on August 
22, 2012 at 
the 
Pheasant 
Run Resort 
in St. 
Charles, IL  
“Osco may 
no longer 
exist as a 
company” 
commented 
Tork 
Fugelstad, 
“but it’s the 
people who 
keep Osco 
alive”.  But 
what was 
Osco?  
Osco Drug 

was people, 
and on a hot 
and humid 
August evening, 270 of those people from all parts of the 
country gathered to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of 
the founding of the company.  For one brief and wonderful 
evening, we all got back in touch with our Osco roots and 
remembered with pride our past experiences and relived 
the company culture one more time.   The Pheasant Run 
Resort was an inspired choice for the location of our 
gathering because it was a frequent setting through the 
years for many of Osco’s management meetings, 
seasonal sales and buying shows and award ceremonies. 
 

Arrival at Pheasant Run 
For members who were staying overnight at the resort, a 
welcome bag from the club was waiting for each member 
or guest upon check-in.   

  

 

The gift bag contained a welcome letter from the alumni club 
board and event planning committee, a bottle of wine and a 
discount card for resort services.  Many thanks to club member 
Mike Koestler for donating the wine.  About 60 rooms were 
booked by members and guests for an overnight for the 
evening of the dinner.  Many arrived earlier in the week, some 
stayed longer.                                        (continued from page 2) 
                                            

Five Former Osco Presidents Join 

Anniversary Reunion Celebration 

 
 
 

Former Osco presidents Dick George, Terry Hanson, Dave 
Maher, Dick Davis and Kevin Tripp were among the 270+ 
attendees at the dinner.                             (continued from page 3) 
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(continued from page1) 

The Reception 
Just after 5pm, members, guests and spouses began to 
arrive for the reception on Bourbon Street (a mini 
cobblestone street replica of the tourist attraction in New 
Orleans) and were greeted at the welcome table by either 
Darlene Mann, Chuck Gundlach, Diane Heatter or Len 
Thielen who rotated shifts manning the table.  Each 

attendee was given a name tag, which, in addition to their 
name, included their home city/state and their original year 
of hire with Osco.  Hand-out materials included a list of all 
people attending the reunion and 75 Years of Osco 
Milestones handout.    Past issues of Connections 
newsletters and extra copies of the club's membership 
form were available at the table.  As the numbers 
grew, the area quickly became jam-packed.  There were a 
lot of shouts of ‘hello’, hearty handshakes, hugs, and slaps 
on the back, as old friends and former co-workers greeted 
each other.  Many were getting reacquainted after 10, 15, 
even 25+ years, since last working with each other.   
Pheasant Run hadn’t changed much, and neither had the 
attendees (at least that was what we told each other).  
“You haven’t changed a bit,” we lied! 
 

When you asked, “How are your kids?” you were shown 
pictures of college graduates or proud parents with their 
grandkids.   The people attending the reunion was well 
represented by all eras of Osco’s past including many 
store members from nearly all of the company’s past 
operating regions and geographic markets… from 
Massachusetts to California, from different corporate 
banners, past and present… Jewel-Osco, Turn*style, Sav-
on, American Stores, Albertsons, Supervalu… from all 
offices and support areas… 1818, 3030, Oak Brook Data 
Center (OBDC), Crest Photo,  Elk Grove Distribution 
Center (EGDC), 2100, Melrose Park, Illinois, 
Cambridge/Woburn, Massachusetts and Itasca, Illinois.   
 
Although the reception lasted two hours, it seemed to go 
by way too quickly.  The reception was followed by a 
superb dinner and many special moments that helped us 
all relive the Osco spirit. There was a wonderful feel to the 
evening from the beginning and it only got better as the 
evening wore on.  

 

Osco Memorabilia 
The club had initially planned to set up a table to display the 
Osco memorabilia loaned by Jewel and some materials several 
members had shipped to Val Gorzka (event planning 
committee member) in advance.  However, as we were setting 
up the table, nostalgia kept arriving by the box load!  The 
memorabilia area had to be expanded to two, three, four, five 
and eventually six tables.  Memorabilia consisted of photo 
albums, large photo collages, mugs, banners, ads, letters, 
annual reports, Osco corporate awards, plaques, People 
magazines, an original Monarch ticketing machine, a variety of 
Osco smocks from different eras, service anniversary pins, 
grand opening materials, etc.   Club member Jerry Rivinius' 
book about retailing tales at Osco stores "Crazy Days" was 
also featured at one of the tables.  Jewel Retiree Club 
president Dave Stailey displayed Osco items of interest.  
Hours could have been spent by members perusing the 
materials and reminiscing about Osco days. 

 

The Dinner 
Just after 7:30pm, seating for the dinner in the resort’s New 
Orleans 
ballroom began.  
Except for two 
tables reserved 
for board 
members and 
guest speakers, 
attendees could 
select their own 
tables and 
seating.  
The ballroom 
was beautifully 
decorated with 
a gorgeous centrepiece, unique on each of the banquet tables.  
The flowery arrangements were donated by the club's friends 
at Jewel-Osco with the assistance of club member (and former 
Jewel-Osco president) Larry Wahlstrom.  Each place-setting 
included a copy of the evening program, a list of all of the past 
President’s and Excellence Award recipients and a refrigerator 
magnet (listing the alumni club mailing address, email and 
website information).  The refrigerator magnets were donated 
in part by club member Dona Blunt.   Displaying on a large 
screen on the stage during the dinner was a looped hour long, 
presentation of nearly 1,000 digitally enhanced images of 40+ 
years from Osco’s past.  These photos were either sent in by 
members or retrieved from the originals published in Osco 
People magazines throughout the years. Dispersed within the 
images were ’in memoriam’ graphics which named 
Osco leaders, district managers, store managers, alumni club 
members and others who passed away over the last twenty 
years. The dinner entrée, depending on attendee preference, 
was Oven-roasted French Chicken, Prime Rib of Beef or 
Salmon Americana.  The meal ended with a succulent dessert:  
a flourless chocolate cake topped with white chocolate crème 
garnished with fresh kiwi & strawberries - yum! 
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The Evening Program 
 

Welcome 
 

After dinner, Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club President          
Roger Carpenter kicked-off the post dinner program.  

Roger welcomed everyone and 
gave recognition to the Alumni 
Club Board and the Event 
Planning Committee who did all 
of the work leading up to and 
during the event.  Dean Kelsey 
was head of the committee and 
was ably assisted by Valerie 
Gorzka, Chuck Gundlach and 
Darlene Mann.    
 
Roger gave special credit to 
board member Gerry Pearsall 
who’s organizational and 
technical talents provided the 
direction and support for the 
club’s planning and efforts.  

Recognition was given to club member Ken Walker who 
offered the support of his company, Rapid Touch LLC and in 
2009, and helped establish the club’s website 
www.oscosavonalumni.com.  Roger encouraged everyone 
who was not yet a member of the club to join in order to fully 
realize the benefits of membership which includes full 
access to all of the websites’ features, mailings and event 
discounts.   
 
Roger relayed messages from former Osco presidents    
Dick Cline (1969-1979) and Bill Lewis (1974).  Both had 
planned to attend, but health and family issues prevented 
each from coming.    
  
Roger’s remarks concluded with playback of the 1988 kick-
off version of the Count on People Who Care presentation 
used to launch Osco's new branding, The Count on People 
Who Care tag line lasted nearly 20 years in Osco’s ads and 
commercials.  During the playback of the video, many 

people in the audience 
spontaneously sang the Osco 

theme aloud.... ♪♫ 'Helping 

people is what we do, we're 
dedicated to serving you... at 
Osco you can count on 

people who care' ♫♪.  
 
At the conclusion of the 
video, Roger introduced club 
vice president Gary 
Hunstiger, the emcee for the 
evening.  For the remainder 
of the program, Gary 
provided background 
information and introduced 
each guest speaker. 

  

Guest Speakers 
 

Tork Fugelstad, Founder, Alumni Club and Club 
President 1992 to 2000 
 

Tork worked for Osco for over forty years and has been 
retired since 1991.  In 1949, at 
age 16, he was hired at the Fargo, 
North Dakota at $.50 cents an 
hour -- considered the best job on 
the block.  In his comments, Tork 
stressed that while Osco no longer 
exists, Osco Drug was people and 
those people continue to keep the 
memory of company alive.   
 
He imparted these words of 
wisdom: 

 Keep the  organization going 

 Remember our roots 

 Live in the present 

 Cherish our friends 

 Make use of your talents 

 Keep on dreaming 

 We’re not done; we have a lot of living to do 

 Dick George, Osco President 1979 to 1988 

“When Sam Skaggs fired me in August of 1988, after 26 
years with the company, I 
thought all companies were 
like Jewel and Osco.  I found 
out that wasn’t so” Dick 
George said in his opening 
remarks.  After leaving Osco, 
Dick went on to be actively 
involved with Ulta and Factory 
Card and Outlet.  At both 
companies, he relied heavily 
on Osco talent to get those 
companies up and running.   

Dick shared some of his 
guiding principles that he used 
to move these companies 
forward: 

 If Mr. X or Ms. Y was hit by a beer truck, who should their 
replacement be?   The people in the organization know who the 
replacement manager should be 

 The brick wall concept - who can lead people through thick and 
thin? 

 People develop over the years and can take on more 
responsibility. 

 Give honest performance appraisals - it helps people grow and 
develop 

 People want to do the right thing  

Dick George 

Tork Fuglestad 

Gary Hunstiger 

Roger Carpenter 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
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Terry Hanson, President                       
American Drug Stores 1988 to 1989 
 

When Terry Hanson was hired by Dave Gillis in 
1969, Terry's only request was, “I don’t want to go to the 
Chicago market.”  Dave said “How about Elgin, Illinois?” 
At Elgin, Terry’s store manager was the legendary Ernie 
Sawyer.   Larry Hedges, Dick Davis and Carl Mitchell 

were the other managers 
in the market -- one 
couldn’t have had better 
training situations and 
mentoring experiences. 
Terry’s personal Osco 
memories included the 
competitiveness of Osco 
sports contests between 
regions and 
departments.  The gut 
bucket band (Bob 
Braden, Dave Gillis, 
Byron Luke and Len 
Thielen) who jammed at 
some meetings, John 
Kromer as General 
Patton in 1988, Fred 
Dearborn with Freddie 
and the Freaks in 1976.  

Terry reflected on important milestones in the company - the 
Osco Country Division and Osco City Division merger in 
1970, the Sav-on acquisition in 1980, and American Stores 
Company takeover of Jewel Companies in 1984. 
But a special highlight for Terry was the development during 
his presidency of a new marketing theme that tied together 
the true essence of Osco, Sav-on and Skaggs drug stores.  
That theme was Count on People Who Care and was 
introduced in 1988 at a management meeting at Pheasant 
Run and later at management meetings in all regions 
throughout the country.  That theme and message really 
struck an emotional chord throughout the company and truly 
represented what we were all about – a message key to 
Osco’s messages to its customers for nearly 20 years. 
 

Osco Drug - Simply the Best 
 

After Terry's remarks, Gary explained that over the last 
twenty or so years, ‘Simply 
the Best’ was our company’s 
motivational anthem.  In 
1990, then Chicagoland 
advertising manager Mark 
Panzer worked with the 
Chicago Tribune to produce a 

video for an upcoming sales show to be held at the 
Pheasant Run. Club member Paula Rosentreter worked 
with the Chicago Tribune Media Group this past July and 
obtained the original version of this presentation for all to 
enjoy once again. The video concluded with thunderous 
round of applause from the audience. 

  

Dave Maher, President and General Manager 
American Drug Stores 1990-1994 
 

In spite of initially getting a rejection letter for employment 
with Osco in 1963, Dave Maher was later hired by Tork for a 
$1.00 an hour.  Dave showed such promise that he got a 
$.25 cent an hour raise just two weeks later.  At his first 
assignment in an Iowa store, Dave was given the standard 
issue of blue jacket, grease pencil, duster, name tag and a 
wheel.  The wheel was used to determine a retail price for 
items at a 33 1/3 % margin.  In those days, Iowa had a 
population of two million people and about 15 million 
hogs...Osco sold tons of veterinarian supplies as well as such 

items as chicken in a can, 
Hormel Ham, 2 lb. grape 
jelly. 

Dave had the precocious 
idea to private label some of 
these top sellers such as 
‘Osco Hormel Ham’ which 
seemed to be working well 
until Osco founder George 
Hilden visited the store and 
killed the program on the 
spot.  George said to Dave, 
“YOU do not have the 
authority to put the Osco 
name on anything!” 

In future senior management positions, Dave indicated that 
some of the greatest challenges faced were how to adapt to 
change and the many transitions required. The Osco/Skaggs 
transition was the hardest.  Positive results are the best way 
to sell change.  Plan-o-gramming was a key to changing the 
business as it forced us to look at and change our entire 
supply process. 

In his closing remarks, Dave left us with these works of 
wisdom from former Osco district manager Ron Haas, a 
great mentor, who said, “Davey, live your life so that the 
preacher won’t have to lie at your funeral. 

At this point in the evening, Gary paid tribute to Dick Davis, 
President and General Manager of American Drug Stores 
1994-1997 for his leadership and contributions to the 
company.  Dick was in the audience and received a 
resounding round of applause. 

Reunion photos on pages 7, 8 & 9 

Additional photos from reception, dinner and 
golf event will be included in special edition: 

See page 13 for details 

Terry Hanson 

Dave Maher 
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Kevin Tripp, President and General Manager      
American Drug Stores 1997-1999 
Executive Vice President,                     
Albertsons Drug Region 1999-2006 

Kevin Tripp was with the company for 31 years and was 
hired out of Wyoming by Dale Engel. 
Kevin reflected on events during his leadership tenure... a 

time of great change for 
Osco and American Drug 
Stores and later for 
Albertsons.  These major 
changes included Osco’s 
HQ move in 1997 from 
Oak Brook, Illinois to Salt 
Lake City, Utah and the 
subsequent 1999 move 
for many employees to 
Scottsdale, Arizona.  He 
credited Gary Hunstiger 
and Mark Panzer and 
their people for their hard 
work and 
dedication, pointing out 
that lesser qualified 
leaders would have 
imploded under the 
pressure.  Kevin credited 

a deep bench for providing leadership when it was 
needed. During a period of real turmoil for the food stores, 
the drugstores were the stable part of the company. 

Kevin also remarked on one great characteristic of Osco 
being the family atmosphere.  "We weren’t just co- 
workers - we were friends and were there for each other." 

Osco Drug - There Were Some Good Years 

Gary wrapped up the evening's program by recognizing 
the original founders of Osco, their hard work and 
commitment which made Osco the distinguished 
drugstore chain it was to become.  Gary’s closing 
comments ended with a brief video commemorating the 
early years of 
Osco,  
showing 
photos of the 
stores from 
the 1930s up 
though the 
1960s along 
with photos of 
Osco’s early 
pioneers from 
that era, such as George and Dick Hilden, Paul 
Stratton, Wes Christopherson, Don Perkins, Fred 
Dearborn, Byron Luke and many others.  

 

50/50 Raffle, Other Prizes 

As is the custom at club outings, we conducted a 50/50 raffle.  
Prior to dinner, Dean Kelsey, Chuck Gundlach and Len 
Thielen sold raffle tickets: six tickets for $5.00.  Half of the 
proceeds of the 50/50 drawing were awarded to four winning 
tickets and the other half goes to the club, or as Roger stated, 
“To help pay for these fancy hors d'oeuvres that Dean ordered”. 

Dean read off the lucky winning numbers.  Liz Garrett, won 
$250.00, Cindy Sochan won $125.00, Stan Carlson was the 
winner of $75.00, and Curt Larson won $50.00.    

 

Additionally, the Pheasant Run Resort donated two certificates 
for two separate 
overnight stays 
(plus a meal), 
good anytime thru 
August 2013.  
Winners of this 
drawing were Lori 
Neblung and 
Phyllis Thielen.    

 

Bottles of top brand liquor spirits 
were awarded to one person at each 
table, having selected a winning 
number from 1 to 10.   Liquor for this 
drawing was donated by club   
member   Mike Koestler.  At the end 
of the dinner program, the floral 
arrangement at each table was given 
to the person at the table with the 
closest birthday to August 22.   

Deejay Ray Delcourt provided 
musical entertainment and some comic relief before and after 
the program.  Ray played different Osco commercial jingles 
throughout the evening.  

After the dinner program, music and socializing continued until 
midnight.  For those still not wanting to end the evening, a 
hospitality suite was opened on the top floor penthouse of the 
resort, which rumour had it finally closing at 4:30 am! 

   Liz Garrett           Cindy Sochan          Stan Carlson      Curt Larson 
      $250.00                   $125.00                     $75.00                  $50.00 

Lori Neblung 
Phyllis Thielen 

Kevin Tripp 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=632&Itemid=6
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=74&Itemid=6
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=307&Itemid=6
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=123&Itemid=6
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=123&Itemid=6
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=918&Itemid=6
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=74&Itemid=6
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=307&Itemid=6
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Recognition of Presidents’ and 
Excellence Award Recipients 
 

Gary Hunstiger took a moment to recognize the past 
President’s and Excellence Award winners.  From 1980 up 
though 2005, this recognition was 
bestowed annually to those who 
had made outstanding 
contributions to the company. 
The presentation of this Award 
was the highlight of Osco's 
yearly management meetings 
and for many recipients was 
considered the highlight of their 
career. There were 58 
Presidents’ Award winners from 
1980 to 1987.  Under American 
Stores from 1988 to 1997, there were 147 Excellence Award 
winners, and later an additional 125 Excellence Award 
winners under Albertson from 1998 to 2005.    Gary paid 
special tribute to this group and asked all Award recipients 
in the audience to stand and once again be recognized.  By 
rough count, forty-five people stood up, including twenty of 
the fifty-eight Presidents’ Award winners from the 1980s.   
 

2012 Presidents’ Award Winners 
 

It was the Alumni Club’s 
pleasure to present the first 
excellence award since the 
2006 break-up of Albertsons. 
Because we were honored 
by the presence of five of 
Osco’s former presidents the 
Excellence Award was 
reverted to its original title - 
the Presidents’ Award, Gary 
asked each of the former 
Osco presidents to join him 

on stage and made a special surprise presentation of this 
award. 

The first Presidents’ award recipient was Jon ‘Tork’ 
Fuglestad who started with Osco Drug at the ripe age of 16.  
He quickly progressed through the store management ranks 
of Osco, later achieving a senior leadership role in the 
company as regional vice president of Central region.  
Throughout his career, Tork exemplified outstanding 
business acumen - never satisfied with prior years’ results 
and always striving to make improvements.  Tork’s store 
visits were legendary.  Stores prepared weeks in advance to 
showcase their best. Tork never skipped a store on the visit   
list because he knew the hard work and long hours store 
teams undertook to prepare.  Tork developed and nurtured 
strong teams insisting on teamwork.  He cared for our 
associates and had a keen understanding of their personal 
situations which became part of the considerations for their 
next opportunity within the company.   

  
Tork was a tireless worker who 
started early and worked late.  He 
insisted on the strongest everyday 
operating standards and was quick 
to acknowledge store associate 
accomplishments calling out areas 
needing improvement in a way that 
left the team feeling good about their 
store.  Tork was a remarkable leader 
for 41 years with Osco and continued 
to support the company and its 
associates for another 10 years, well 
into retirement as the founder and 
first president of the Alumni Club. 

The second 2012 Presidents’ Award 
recipient was Roger Carpenter.  
Roger joined Osco in 1967 as a pharmacist.  Not satisfied 
with life inside the pill “box”, he joined the management 
ranks.  Over the years he contributed greatly to our business 

in a variety of roles including 
Recruiting, Buying, Pricing, 
Merchandising and Operations.  He’s 
known as a fierce competitor.  He 
even claimed to win the 1982 Osco 
Tennis Championship which took 
place at the corporate meeting held at 
the Breakers in Florida! True to his 
nickname ‘Carp’, Roger loves to fish.  
In retirement he stepped up to take 
the lead for oversight and direction of 
the alumni club, where he has been 
serving for the last 11 years. Tork and 
Roger were each awarded a bronze 
1818 commemorative medallion and 
an award certificate signed by the five 
former presidents, Dick George, 
Terry Hanson, Dave Maher, Dick 
Davis and Kevin Tripp.  Each of the 
former presidents personally 

congratulated Tork and Roger. Tork and Roger received a 
standing ovation from the audience. 

Without the dedication of both Roger and Tork, the reunion 
and commemoration of Osco’s 75th anniversary would not 
have happened.  For each, their commitment to Osco and its 
people did not end at their retirement.   Their work during 
their post retirement years has afforded all of us and 
hundreds of other former work colleagues the ongoing means 
to sustain the Osco heritage, culture, and friendships.  

The Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club has served for 20 years as the 
only vehicle to keep the Osco spirit alive.  With acquisitions 
and mergers over the last two decades the Osco culture has 
become diluted and more a distant memory.  Although the 
company is no longer in existence, Tork created and Roger 
maintains a centralized source that exists to provide the 
means for us to keep in touch and retain personal ties.   
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1.  Barb Mott, Jackie Olson 
2.  Wanda White, Janeen Winnike 
3.  Ed Olson, Claudia Hackney 
4.  Val Gorzka, Rich & Heather Bos 
5.  Jean Reichs, Dick Potokar,  
     Sue Herrick 
6.  Marilyn Wasinger,  
     Dick & Bonnie Pijanowski 
7.  Mary Palmisano, Dora Gibellina, 
     Linda Trombatore 
 

8.    Margaret Furlong,  
       Larry Bejnarowicz 
9.    Paula Rosentreter, Tom Nielson 
10.  Irene Krawiec, Audrey Kasper 
11.  Leslie LaForce 
12.  Rich Hayes, J.P. Larson,  
       Christine Pappas 
13.  Laura Paynic,   
       Barb Elias-Blankenship,     

       Barb Stanger 

1 2 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
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14.  Ray Seranko, Frank & Mary Tyska 
15.  Mike Resvick, Ron Barr 
16.  Deone & Stan Peterson 
17.  Janet & Chuck Gundlach 
18.  Julie Doyle-Peterson, Ellen Schoenbeck 
19.  Richard & Rita Rounds 
20.  Mike & Patty Sullivan 
21.  Dick & Sandy Davis 
22.  Carol Mann-McClure, Ken Walker,  
       Darlene Mann 
23.  Barbara Salerno, Jim Isaacson 
24.  Ken & Diane Heatter 
25.  John Dvorak, Dave Schoenbeck 

26.  Terry Maloy, Anita Tucker, Lori Neblung 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
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27.  Mark Panzer, Katie O’Connor,  
       Steve  & Marion Mannschreck 
28.  Cora & Bob Johnson 
29.  Jim Esp, John Kromer, Ed Buron 
30.  Darryl Schatz, Russ Weber 
31.  Sue Baechler-Trom, Carol Terry 
32.  Lee Hoekstra, Tom Rousonelos 
33.  Tom Walter, Ken Bellefeuille,  
       Glen Yergeau, Rich Hayes,  
       Larry Wahlstrom 
34.  Dean Kelsey 
35.  Jack & Clare Hounsell,  
       Mike Koestler 
36.  Donn Scherer 
37.  Jane & Gary Hunstiger 
38.  Jim Willyard 
 

28 

27 

29 

30 
31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 
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A Note from Tork Fuglestad, Alumni Club Founder 
 

This past year, the club’s 
primary focus has been 
on activities related to 
the Osco reunion and 
commemoration of Osco 
Drug’s 75th Anniversary.  
2012 also marks another 
major milestone in Osco 
and Sav-on’s history – 
the founding of the 
Alumni Club.  The 
concept of an alumni 
club was conceived in 
1991 by Tork Fuglestad.  
The organization was originally named “American Drug 
Stores Alumni Club – Osco Chapter” but was changed to 
“Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club” in 2000, a year after the sale of 

American Stores.  We asked Tork to provide some insight related to the origin of the club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

I was asked to put together some thoughts concerning how 
the Osco Sav-on Alumni Club was started and some of 
the people involved.  As I look back over the past 20 years, 
I must say that I am very proud of the progress that the 
Alumni Club has made since its origin in the early 1990s. 
1991 was the year that I retired. After starting with Osco 
Drug as a 16-year-old high school kid, I couldn't imagine 
that on retirement that I would lose contact with the many 
people that I had the privilege of working with over the 
course of my 41 year career.  That was the reason for 
starting the club - Keeping in touch with the Osco family. 
 
There were several like-minded people that felt as I did that 
were instrumental in the founding of the Alumni Club.  They 
also wanted to keep the lines of communications open now 
that they were in retirement.  The first thing we did was to 
form a board of directors.  The original Board of Directors 
were Ron Green, Jim Johnson, Chuck Good, Julie 
Andrews, Betty Kelly, John Fields and myself.  Ron 
Dilger was influential in the planning and development of 
the club’s charter. 
 
We were also able to get ideas from the Jewel Food 
Retiree Club as well as other organizations to help in the 
planning process.   Osco leadership was very supportive of 
the idea of an Osco retirement club and helped in many 
ways and allowed HR representative Liz Garrett to assist.  
The company helped with seed money and computer 
equipment that was needed to get the Alumni Club off the 
ground.  Jewel and Osco provided lists of recent retirees 
that could be contacted to let them know of our new 
organization and invite them to join.  Osco’s 3030 printing 
and mailing facility was also made available to the club. 

Information was sent out to potential Alumni Club 
members as well as the new newsletter that is now called 
Connections.  Fortunately, there was a lot of interest on 
the part of the retirees in the Alumni Club.   
    
Luncheons were held first in the Chicagoland area, then 
after a few years were expanded as the Arizona group 
started their own Alumni Club functions for the retirees in 
the west.  What fun it was and still is to see these friends 
and former work associates get together.  Osco people 
always like to get together and exchange memories as 
well as getting updated on what has happened in their 
lives since they were together last.  The glue however as 
far as communications was concerned was our newsletter 
Connections and it still is today.  
 
I am very proud of the progress and the leadership of the 
Alumni Club. Attribute to all of those involved.  Thanks for 
carrying on a tradition that will last for many years to 
come.... Even though we don't have an Osco Drug 
company any more, we still have the Osco people, great 
people like each and every one of you. 
 
Till we meet again and I hope it's soon,  

 



Other Member News updates are posted 

at the club’s website in the  

People >> Where are the Now? 

section 
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Beverly Brandmeyer 
 
I started at Osco Drug #409, in Moline, IL on September 
19, 1974.   I worked in the service desk and office, 
starting part-time and after a couple of years to full-time.  
In 1984 our store became a Jewel-Osco and I worked in 
the office and as a supervisor.  
 
After 15 years, in January of 1989, I started working for 
district manager Ken Walker.  I worked for Ken for six 
years until he moved to Arizona and then worked for our 
new Osco DM, Peggy Pfaltzgraff-Holden for eight 
years.  Peggy later moved our office to the Bettendorf, 
IA Osco #861 store.  When Peggy transferred to Arizona 
I worked for Osco DM Stan Petersen for four years and 
later CVS/pharmacy DM Sean Murphy for three years.  
Today I am back to working very part-time at 
CVS/pharmacy, still at the Bettendorf location, for 
CVS/pharmacy DM, Christine Janik.  
  

 
 
 "Osco Drug" has been a part of my life since I was in 
my early 30's and I feel so blessed to have known so 
many wonderful people and work for such a great 
company.  I enjoyed attending the August 2012   Osco 
75th Anniversary Reunion Celebration immensely, 
attending with dear friend Dorothy Carey. 
 
 
I have always enjoyed antiques/flea markets, our cabin 
at Leisure Lake in Iowa and today we are very involved 
with a local Jazz Club and travel to local and out of town 
festivals supporting Jazz Music whenever we can. 
  
I have been married to Jim for 50 years this past June.  
We have 4 children, 13 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren.  LIFE IS GOOD AND WE ARE 
BLESSED! 
 

Terry Madden 
 
Club member Terry Madden and her husband Tim are owners 
of Assisting Hands Home Care in Scottsdale, Arizona and 
were honored to have been nominated and ranked in the top 
ten of Healthcare 
agencies in Arizona for 
2012 by "Ranking 
Arizona, The Best of 
Arizona Business" 
magazine. They were 
recognized at the 
awards ceremony on 
April 11 at the Arizona 
Biltmore. Not too bad for 
a company 4 years young and 400+ competitors in the state of 
Arizona, 
 
Assisting Hands Home Care provides in-home care by 
assisting with the activities of daily living- whether preparing a 
meal, assistance with bathing, or safety and fall protection- all 
in the privacy and comfort of their own home. Services are 
tailored to fit the clients’ needs and are available 7 days a 
week, 24 hours a day. Their goal is for the client to live as 
independently as possible yet remain living in their residence of 
choice safely and comfortably.   
 
For more information go to Terry’s website at 
www.assistinghands.com or call Terry at (480) 767-3246. 

 
Dennis Pierini 
I retired in September of 2007 as a district manager after 43 
years of service. 
 
I've been in H.R., was a store director for Jewel Osco as well 
as a unit director for Sav-on in California in addition to being a 
product manager in both the north and south areas. 
 
I served on the board of directors for Feeding America 
southeastern Wisconsin for the past six years, and I'm the Vice 
President of the Jewel Osco retirement committee along with 
Dave Stailey who serves as president. 
 
I spend the winters in Fountain Hills, Arizona and enjoy golfing. 

Bev & Jim Brandmeyer 

Additional Member News Updates 
 are posted at the club’s website  

in the 
People >> Where are they Now 

section 

http://www.assistinghands.com/
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Dan Quinn 
 

In 1967 I started at Sav-on Drug during my junior and 
senior years in high school as an Ice Cream Dipper and the 
people I worked with at Sav-on over the next 44 years 
became my second family, people who I got to share my 
life’s experiences with.  Those are the people and the good 
times I remember.  I never realized just how powerful the 
sense of belonging had become until I attended the Osco 
75th Anniversary dinner in August.  For me this was a 
chance to once again meet so many of the wonderful people 
that I got to work with during my Customer Service days 
when I was lucky enough to travel the country talking about 
my second favorite 
subject, Customer 
Service…Annie has 
always been my #1 
favorite subject.  So 
many wonderful 
people and so many 
wonderful stories and 
moments to cherish, 
it was a night I’ll 
never forget. 
 
But I was also struck 
by something 
else…the Osco 
family has 
maintained their ties 
over the years even 
though the company is no longer in existence through the 
efforts of the Osco/Sav-on Alumni club. They hold get-
togethers in Chicago and in Arizona where they meet for 
dinners and golfing and mainly to just enjoy each other’s 
ongoing companionship. 

I was one of the luckiest in the Sav-on family in that I got to 
know the Osco family as well.  They were so similar, great 
passionate people who believed in the phrase “Count on 
People Who Care” just like we did. It was more than a 
slogan, it was the way we treated our customers and each 
other, and it is what made us truly proud of who we were 
and the services we provided to our customers for over 60 
years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I grew up working for great people like R. L. Call and Ira D. 
Brown who believed in a very simple creed:  

Treat your employees like your family, inspire them to do 
their very best, and then watch as they deliver the best 
service in the industry.  

They were absolutely right, and I know that there are a 
great many former Sav-on Associates who remember with 
pride the days when they got a visit from one of our 
Presidents and they made each of you feel like you 
“Mattered”.  That is because you DID! 

Sav-on Drug wasn’t about the buildings; it was about the 
People. 

We are going to start a similar process in the West, with the 
Sav-on family.  

We are going to begin a regular series of get-togethers 
each year going forward so that we all have an ongoing 
chance to keep in touch and once again experience the 
pride that came from being part of a wonderful group that 

helped all of us 
to not only raise 
our families and 
enjoy what other 
people called 
“work”, but to 

get to know each other and learn that we had something 
very special indeed at Sav-on Drugs. I’ll always remember 
how good it felt when someone asked me who I worked for 
and I answered: Sav-on Drug.  That is because it was 
the BEST in the West, just like Osco in the Midwest and 
the East! 

So my Osco friends, thanks for the great Reunion, thanks 
for being the caring, sharing, and “family" that always made 
me feel so welcome. 

Pretty soon, we'll have some photos to send you from the 
First Sav-on Reunion! 

Thanks,    
Dan Quinn    
(714) 697-0301  
daannn@sbcglobal.net 
 

YOU Can Help Grow Membership!!! 

Share membership form on Page 15 

Membership application is also on-line in the 

About Us – Membership section at website 

We encourage members to 
send us news on their 

activities in their careers or 
in retirement. Our members 

are anxious to hear about 
what friends are doing. 

Dan & Annie Quinn 

mailto:daannn@sbcglobal.net
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Welcome New 
Members! 

 

To access biography and additional 
information for each new member, click 
on the person’s name below or access 
the club’s website and search for the 
person in the membership directory. 

 
Jerry Bejnarowicz 

9716 Kane Road 
Shabonna, IL 60550-4116 
Phone: (815) 762-3514 
Email: danbertrph@frontier.com 

 
Beverly Brandmeyer  
2324 29 1/2 Street 
Rock Island, IL 61201-5032 
Phone: (309) 786-3951 
Email: bbrandmeyer@mediacombb.net 

 
Dorothy Carey 

2138 Derby Court 

Wheaton, IL 60189 
Phone: (630) 665-5326 
Email: dorothy.carey@supervalu.com 

 
Steve Choate 
N54W16684 Ravenwood Drive 
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051-0657 
Phone:  (262) 293-3000 
Email: iowautah@aol.com 

 
Ron Dilger 
6815 Church Ct 
Woodridge, IL 60517 
Phone: (630) 852-6209 
Email: topato@aol.com 

 
Sue Niekamp-Herrick 

475 S Hampshire Ave 
Elmhurst, IL 60126-4105 
Phone: (630) 833-5210 
Email: herrickremodel@aol.com 

 
Olena Maleckyj 

95 Osprey Drive 
East Greenwich, RI 02818 
Phone: (401) 884-4024 
Email: omaleckyj@cvs.com 

 

Shushma Patel 
1790 Diamond Valley Lane 
Chino Hills, CA  91709-5921 

Phone: (909) 287-4894 
Email: shushmapatel@aol.com 

 

Dennis Pierini 
6 South Meadow Lane 
Hawthorne Woods, IL 60047-1442 
Phone: (708) 269-1786 
Email: dlpier9-07@sbcglobal.net  
 

George Sutfin 
658 Kendallwood Ct 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014-8450 
Phone: (815) 356-7830 
Email: geosutfin@sbcglobal.net 

 

Tom Walter 
1222 West Bauer Road 
Naperville, IL 60563-1133 
Phone: (630) 961-2548 
Email: jettc5@yahoo.com 
 

Robert Wickey 
14421 Parrish Ct 
Downers Grove, IL 60515-1353 
Phone: (630) 852-6209 
Email: rwickey@comcast.net 
 
 

Special Osco 75th 
Commemorative 

Keepsake 
Help Needed! 

 

Ideas and member help is needed 
as Stan Carlson pens our special 
commemorative issue which will 
highlight Osco’s 75

th
 anniversary and 
festivities from 
the August 
reunion. We’ve 
asked, but to 
date, no one has 
volunteered to 
assist.  We’re 
counting on 
some of our 
members and 
their ideas to 

help make it interesting and fun to 
read. Member help is needed! If you 
are ready and willing to help, don’t 
hesitate.  Please reach out to Stan 
Carlson at  (packerstan@aol.com)  

Next issue: 
Connections Goes 

Paperless 
 

As detailed in previous issues of 
Connections, beginning with the next 
newsletter, only those members who 
have informed us of their preference 
to receive a printed copy of the 
newsletter will be mailed a copy via 
U.S. mail. All other members will be 
able to log in and access the quarterly 
newsletter at the club’s website.   If 
you still want to be mailed a hard 
copy, please email or write Barbara 
Salerno by November 15

th
 at 

oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com or via 
U.S. mail using the club’s mailing 
address on the back page.  All 
members should have received an 
email on Sunday, September 30 with 
a link to the September (this) issue.  If 
you did not receive this email from 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com, 
please check your spam folder.  
Otherwise, this edition can be 
accessed at the club’s website 
www.oscosavonalumni.com. You 
must log in to the site in order to 
access the issue. Adobe Reader is 
required to read the issue. 
 
We’re excited about the ability to send 
the newsletter electronically.  In 
addition to emailing a link to the issue 
to all members immediately upon 
completion, electronic distribution will 
save the club a 
few thousand 
dollars annually 
by eliminating 
nearly all our 
printing and 
postage costs.  
In addition, we 
will no longer be bound by a certain 
number of pages in each issue (12, 
16 or 20 pages) or restricted by the 
budget for every issue.   Even better, 
members can read each issue on 
their home or work PCs, tablet, or 
Smart phone… in COLOR and for 
better readability,  select the viewing 
size of the newsletter in order to see 
all the details.  Time will be saved and 
past headaches with our printer will 
go away!  

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=901&Itemid=6
mailto:danbertrph@frontier.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=930&Itemid=6
mailto:bbrandmeyer@mediacombb.net
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=582&Itemid=6
mailto:dorothy.carey@supervalu.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userProfile&user=330&Itemid=6
mailto:iowautah@aol.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=900&Itemid=6
mailto:topato@aol.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=923&Itemid=6
mailto:herrickremodel@aol.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=889&Itemid=6
mailto:omaleckyj@cvs.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=895&Itemid=6
mailto:shushmapatel@aol.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=803&Itemid=6
mailto:dlpier9-07@sbcglobal.net
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=742&Itemid=6
mailto:geosutfin@sbcglobal.net
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=732&Itemid=6
mailto:jettc5@yahoo.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=857&Itemid=6
mailto:rwickey@comcast.net
mailto:packerstan@aol.com
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
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Weekly ROMEO Club Brunch 
ROMEO (Retired Osco 
Merchandisers Eating Out) 
will begin on October 5, 
2012, at 11:45 am at the 
General Store at 
Pinnacle Peak and Pima.  
There is pent up demand 
as calls are already 
coming in for when we 
are going to start. 
 

 

 
 

Arizona Golf Event 
A golf course will be finalized as the date nears 

 

7th Annual Arizona Brunch 

 

 
2013 Chicagoland          
Spring Event 
Still in planning stage.  Possibly a venue in the 
Southwest Chicagoland suburbs 

 

 

 
Walgreens 4Q profit down but beats forecasts 
On 9/28, Walgreens reported a 55% drop in fourth-quarter net 
income to $353 million, or 39 cents per share, as sales 
declined 5% to $17.07 billion. Results for the fourth-quarter of 
fiscal 2011 were bolstered by the sale of its PBM business, 
Walgreens Health Initiatives, which provided an after-tax gain 
of $273 million, or 30 cents per share. 
 

American Greetings fields buyout offer 
American Greetings Corp. has received a go-private offer 
from a group that is headed by its chief executive officer, Zev 
Weiss.  The greeting card maker said that the proposal values 
the company at about $580 million. The offer of $17.18 per 
share was also made by American Greetings president and 
chief operating officer Jeffrey Weiss, along with other 
members of the founding Weiss family and related parties. 

 
Walgreens launches new customer loyalty 
program, Balance Rewards 
Customers can enroll in Balance Rewards on-line or via a 
mobile device through the Walgreens mobile application or by 
scanning the program QR code found on signs in the stores. 
All of the 7,929 Walgreens and Duane Reade stores 
nationwide are participating in Balance Rewards.  The 
program, which Walgreens said could become the country's 
largest consumer loyalty offering, officially kicked-off on 9/16. 

 

Supervalu to Close 60 Stores 
Supervalu announced 9/5 it would close 60 struggling stores, 
including 19 Southern California Albertsons locations and 22 
Save-A-Lot discount stores, in an effort to cut losses and 
generate cash from the sale of their underlying real estate. 
The company said the majority of the stores would close 
before 12/1. 

 

CVS enables same-day photo pickup via mobile 
app 
CVS/pharmacy has added a new photo service to its CVS 
Mobile application that enables customers to print photos from 
their Smartphone camera or CVSphoto.com account for 
same-day pickup at any CVS drug store. Same-day pickup of 
photo prints ordered via the new service carries no additional 
cost, and customers can use the CVS Mobile app's built-in 
GPS locator to find the closest CVS/pharmacy location. 

 

Supervalu fires CEO Craig Herkert, names 
Wayne Sales to post 
The 7/30 move forced out Herkert after a steep drop in 
earnings which led to the supermarket chain to suspend its 
dividend. Supervalu also said that it had hired Goldman Sachs 
and Greenhill & Company to sell itself, or part of itself.  At 
historic lows, SVU shares had lost three-quarters of its value 
after the July 2012 sales and earnings results announcement.  
The stock closed on 9/28 at $2.41 a share. 



 

 

 
The Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club was founded in 1992.   Former employees of  
Osco/Sav-on, affiliated companies and current SUPERVALU 
associates are eligible for membership. 
 
Membership Benefits: 

 Quarterly newsletter Connections 
 Alumni Club Member Directory  
 Stay connected with colleagues from the past 
 Club sponsored social events and other functions at discount rates 
 Full access to the club’s website www.oscosavonalumni.com 

 

Membership fee and first year dues is $15.00.   
Ongoing annual membership fee is $15.00. 

              

Membership Application 

Join On-line:    
Sign-up at www.oscosavonalumni.com 

1.  Click the Register link in the User Login section. 
2.  After you receive an email confirmation for your registration, login and update user profile:  
     Click the View Your Profile link in the User Login section.    
3.  Pay dues fee via credit card or PayPal: click the Subscribe button in the Pay Dues Online section. 

Or via U.S. Mail: 

Complete the form below and mail to the address below with a check for $15.00 payable to: 
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club.   

 
Name: __________________________________       Spouse’s Name (optional): ___________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:_________________________________        Email:_____________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________   State: _______   ZIP: _____________         Phone: ________________________   
 

Current Employment: 
 

          Retired 
          Career Transition 
          Working and employed      
          by:_______________________________________ 
          Not Specified 
 

 

Prior Osco/Sav-on/affiliate Employment: 
 
Original Hire Date:___________________________ 
 
Retired/Left Company Date: ___________________ 
 

Optional: Referred by  
(member name): ___________________________ 
 

 
 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club       P.O. Box 1024       Lombard, Illinois 60148-8024 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

Do you know 
anyone who may 
be interested in 
joining?  Share  

this form! 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com


 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P. O. Box 1024 
Lombard, IL 60148-8024 
www.oscosavonalumni.com 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Connections 
newsletter is published 

quarterly by the  
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club. 
 

Editor   & Publisher:  
 Barbara Salerno 
 
Editorial Assistants: 
 Stan Carlson 
 Diane Heatter 
 Gerry Pearsall 
 

Next issue will be published:   
       December 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next issue: Connections goes 
Paperless  

Details on Page 13 
 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com

