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     Back in 1974, Richard Nixon became the first U.S. Presi-

dent to resign from Office.  Writer Steven King published 

his first novel.  The Sears Tower in Chicago became the 

worlds tallest building,   

     And in another first that year, a pack of Wrigley's 

chewing gum was scanned at a Marsh Supermarket in 

Troy, Ohio.  

     Although little appreciated by many people at the 

time, the debut of the Universal Product Code (UPC) and 

barcode scanning would have a big impact on the retail 

industry and on the way people shop. 

     “Since being introduced in the grocery sector, the bar-

code has enabled countless modern conveniences for con-

sumers and paved the way for emerging technologies,” 

says Bob Carpenter, president and chief executive officer 

of the GS1 US.  “From same-day delivery to patient bed-

side scanning that ensures administration of the proper 

medication, millions of transactions and processes would 

not be possible without barcodes and the underlying 

standards that uniquely identify products, services, loca-

tions and more in real time.  Very few other technologies 

have remained as relevant for four decades, nor have 

they grown in versatility.” 

     The Uniform Product Code Council, later named GS1,  

was the designated administrator of barcode standards in 

1974.  It helped brand owners use barcodes and a num-

bering system – now known as GS1 Global Trade Item 

Numbers (GTINs)-to uniquely identify their products at 

point of sale, giving access to price information. 

     For retailers, the initial appeal was efficiency.  All but 

the best cashiers could scan a barcode faster then they 

could enter a price using the keys on a cash register.  The 

UPC system also helped improve inventory management 

and keep the shelves stocked and allow for the lower 

pricing due to gained efficiencies.  It was only later   

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________ 

that retailers began to realize and take advantage of an-

other of barcode scanning—its potential for capturing 

data. 

     Today at age 45,  UPC  barcodes remain ubiquitous.  

GS1 estimates that a barcode is scanned more than 6 bil-

lion times daily.  And while specialized versions have been 

developed, a vintage barcode would not look dramatically 

out of place on a store shelf today.  The same cannot be 

said of the first mobile phones, which debuted in 1973 

Republished With permission from Scot Meyer.  Original article published 

in the July 2019 edition of MMR 

On  Thursday night, September 19th,  the Chicagoland Os-

co/Sav-on Alumni Club had another record turnout for its 

yearly Fall dinner.   We had a total of 53 members 

and guests sign-up with a total of 49 members and guests 

attending. We also returned to one of our favorite ven-

ues, “The Bohemian Crystal Restaurant”.  We again started 

the event early with a “Happy Hour” and Appetizers.  Un-

like last year's buffet style dinner, this year we were able 

to serve the dinner “family style”.   

Continued on page 7 
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Board Meeting Highlights  

September 21st, 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board of Directors convened on Septem-

ber 21st and welcomed new Directors Gerry 

Bay, Brent Keil and Stan Petersen.  Finances 

were reviewed and we’ll transfer excess Pay-

Pal funds to the Clubs checking account.  

Board members will be reaching out to 2019 

delinquent members.   

 

The June New England Golf outing as well as 

the two well attended events took place this 

month in Chicago and Las Vegas, check out 

the recaps and photos in this edition of Con-

nections,  Plans are well underway for the 

Savon 75th party to be on  July 25th, 2020, 

an event you won’t want to miss!  Romeo 

Brunch has resumed in Scottsdale, AZ, the 

1st and 3rd Friday of each month through 

December and then every Friday from Janu-

ary thru the 3rd Friday in May.  As you can 

tell there are lots of opportunities to con-

nect with Alumni friends and we’d be happy 

to help support events in other cites across 

the country; just contact one of the Board 

members to get the ball rolling. 

 

Veterans Day is right around the corner so 

make time to thank those that serve and 

have served our Country and given us the 

freedoms we enjoy daily and often take for 

granted.  

 

Next Board Meeting: 

Saturday, December 14, 2020 

 

 
 

 

 

ROMEO Club Brunch - Weekly 

ROMEO (Retired Osco Merchandisers Eating Out)  

Date: Fridays: Resuming September 2019 

***Now through December 20th, gathering on the 1st and 3rd Friday 

each month. 

***Beginning January 3rd thru May 15th, gathering every Friday  

Place:  The General Store        

Loc:  Scottsdale, AZ 

Time:  11:30 am 

Organizer:  Gerry Bay 

organizer’s email ID 

geralddbay@me.com      

 

Walker Golf Open & Luncheon 

Date: Saturday:  February 29th, 2020 

Place:  Dove Valley Ranch Golf Club  

Organizers: John Mcgovern  and 

 Stan Petersen  

organizer’s email ID 

jmcgov429@me.com 

stanp321@gmail.com 

 

AZ Osco/Savon Annual Spring Brunch 

Date: Sunday: March 1st, 2020 

Place:  Tonto Verde Ranch Golf Club 

Loc: Tonto Verde, AZ 

Time:  11 AM to 2 PM 

Organizer: Tom Nielsen 

organizer’s email ID 

tmnielsen25@gmail.com 

 

Savon 75th 

Date: Saturday:  July 25th 2020 

Place:  TBD 

Loc: TBD 

Time:  TBD 

Organizer: Dan Quinn & Al Pineda 

danquinn70@gmail.com  

alpineda09@yahoo.com 

 

 

Spouses, guests and friends are welcome to join in 
the fun and nostalgia at our events 

 
 



Page 3          New England Golf Outing 

June 19th was a  beautiful New England day for the 2019 NE Osco Alumni Golf Outing.  We had 23 

players and lots of stories.  First Place went to the team of Glen Yergeau, Angelo Battaini, Bob Quint 

and Tom Dallon.  Second Place went to the team of Bill Periera, Steve Ayoub, Tim and Marc Le-

Blanc.  Closest to the pin was Angelo Battaini and Straightest Drive went to Jerry LaPointe.  Jerry’s 

ball landed right on the chalk mark and was a great drive.  All teams were under par and a great 

time was had by all!! 

Kim and Glen Yergeau hosted a BBQ at their lake house following golf.  No one left hungry or thirsty 

as there was a feast of hamburgers, hot dogs, potato salad, macaroni salad, chips and much 

more.  Ray MacDonald was the grill master once again.  MaryAnn Battaini and Ron Yeaton also joined 

us for the BBQ. 

A special thanks to Kathy MacDonald for organizing and taking all the pictures and Bob Quint for 

tallying the scorecards and determining the winners.  Rich Hayes gets the award for traveling the 

longest distance to play and we got to see his son Robert all grown up. 

L-R Angelo Battaini, Glen Yergeau, Bob Quint &Tom Dallon                                                                       

L-R Ray MacDonald, Steve Hatem, Larry Zukowski &  Tim Colgan  L-R Stacey Smith, Mike Sullivan, Mike Joyce & Vicki Westover 

L-R Jerry LaPointe, John Burke, Larry Wahlstrom & Paul Gannon 

L-R Art Schrom, Robert Hayes & Rich Hayes L-R Steven Ayoub, Tim LeBlanc, Marc LeBlanc & Bill Periera 
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L-R Tom Dallon, Bob Quint, Angelo Batinni & Glen Yergeau L-R Steven Ayoub, Bill Periera  & Mark LeBlanc 
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Las Vegas Party    We had a 

successful 2nd annual Sav-on Las 

Vegas reunion on Saturday 9/21, at 

Coyote’s restaurant in Henderson, 

NV with 20+ in attendance. Great 

job by all -  Barb Blankenship for get-

ting the location (great room, ser-

vice, food and drinks!), Mary Beth 

for decorations and games, and Ma-

ria Rosen for the communication 

and invitations on Facebook. 

Special thanks to Dan Quinn, Al Pine-

ada and Marcy Amen for driving out 

from CA to join us, and promoting 

the 75th Sav-on Reunion on 

7/25/20. 

L-R Bob Monroe, Dan Quinn, Al  Pineada & 

Marcy Amen 

L-R Geneva Attebery & Maria Rosen 

L-R Maria Rosen, Mary Beth Schulte, 

Barb Blankenship & Larry Anderson 

L-R Diane & Ray Seidlinger, Scott 7 

Maria Rosen 
L-R Cindy Mendoza & Robin Johnson 

L-R Barb Blankenship & Brenda Philbin 

L-R Phil Staves & Pat Pitcairn 
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L-R Stan Carlson & Jim Young 

L-R Ken Heatter, Petra Kelsey, Diane 

Heatter & Dean Kelsey 

 

The Bohemian Crystal is noted for their 

great Bohemian food and generous por-

tions.   The dinner featured: homemade Rye 

Bread and Rolls, Beef Noodle Soup, Roasted 

Chicken, Breaded Pork Tenderloin, Sauer-

kraut, Sweet and Sour Cabbage, Dumplings, 

Mashed Potatoes, Corn and homemade Ko-

lacky for Dessert.  There was so much food, 

that they asked us to remove our Mums 

center pieces before dinner so that there 

would be enough room for all the food.   

 

We did miss a few members from last year's 

dinner, but a number of new faces and old 

friends were in attendance  One of our big 

surprises was the appearances of Jim 

Young, Chuck Zajicek, Tom Walter and Eva 

Kearns who joined us after not attending 

for several years. Then of course we had 

the 4-Alumni of Drake University College of 

Pharmacy Class of 1966 attending:  John 

Dvorak, Barb Dvorak, Reg Bogusch and Jerry 

Hildebrant. 

 

Before dinner the members were given an 

update of the Club and Osco.  Tickets 

for the 50/50 drawing, which also included 

8-Giant Mums drew a great response. 

The Mums were donated again this year by 

the Jewel/Osco in New Lenox.  Dave Stailey 

took a few minutes to talk about the re-

cent Jewel retirement luncheon and passed 

out $25 dollars worth of $5 coupons for 

each member and guests to be used at 

their local Jewel/Osco.  Jerry Ostermann 

gave a brief summary of how candy was 

made and told us of a Museum in Naperville 

showing the story.   

 

The only downside was that Tork and 

Shirley had to cancel at the last minute.  

Tork had fallen Monday morning and was in 

the hospital (but is recovering now).  
 

We then held the drawings for 50/50 and 

for the Mums before dinner started. 

This year the first prize of $75 went to Ed 

Buron and second prize  of $25 to Laura 

Stailey.  The eight Mums were won by: 

Roxanne Gaeth, Eva Kearns, Petra Kelsey, 

Bernie Kott, Jerry Ostermann, Jerry Rawish, 

Tom Walter and Bob Wickey. 

 

All in all, after 4-hours this year of socializ-

ing, this was a fantastic evening and they 

are already looking forward to next year's 

event.   

L-R Bernie Kott, Petra and Dean Kelsey 

L-R Roger Carpenter &  Ron Dilger 

L-R Ed Buron, Lollie Artiola &  

Tom Walters 

L-R Kathy & Chuck Zajicek, Jim 

Shepeck  

L-R Glenn Kistner, Leslie LaForce  
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L-R DennisPierini, Dave Stailey, Lollie Artiola, Ed Buron & Jim Snorek 

L-R Barb Dvorak, Gerry & Don Hoscheit 

L-R– Joe Adante, Jerry Rawlish, Jerry Ostermann & 

Eva KearnsKearns  
L-R Barb Dvorak, Bob Wickey, Roxanne Gaeth, Larry Bejnarowicz  

L-R  Jim & Donna Snorek, Laura Stailey  

L-R Darlene Mann, Loretta Koch, Val Gorzka, Barb Stanger   
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Help us preserve the legacy, heritage and camaraderie of Osco and Sav-on and 

spread the word about the Alumni Club!  The Alumni Club was founded in 1992 and 

is organized by former employees of Osco Drug and Sav-on Drugs.  The Club is not 

affiliated with the current management and corporation who now own the for-

mer Osco and Sav-on entities.  The Club is about PEOPLE... membership is open to 

associates of Osco, Sav-on, Jewel-Osco and their predecessor and successor compa-

nies. 

Osco Sav-on Alumni Club Membership Advantages: 

Connections newsletter – published quarterly 

Stay connected and network with colleagues from the past 

Access to Alumni Club member and website visitor contact info directories  

Access to 20+ years of club’s newsletter archive 

Access to editions of 40+ years of company’s People publication 

Notification of upcoming reunion and social events 

Club-sponsored social events and other functions 

Sign-up at www.oscosavonalumni.com 

1.  Click the Register link in the User Login section. 

2.  After you receive an email confirmation for your registration, login and update user profile:  

     Click the View Your Profile link in the User Login section.    

3.  Pay dues fee via credit card or PayPal: click the Subscribe button in the Pay Dues Online section. 

Complete this form and mail to the address below with a check for $15.00 payable to: 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 

 

www.oscosavonalumni.com     oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com

