
 
 

 

 

CVS To Charge Some Customers More 

For Using Pharmacies That Sell 

Cigarettes 

It may soon be cheaper to fill your prescriptions at CVS/pharmacy 
than at Walgreens and Rite Aid.  That's because Caremark, a 
subsidiary of CVS Health that manages prescriptions for insurance 
companies and employers, plans to start charging some 
customers more to fill prescriptions at pharmacies that also sell 
cigarettes and other tobacco products. The added copay could 
cost as much as $15.  The company is developing a "tobacco-free 

network" that will start next year 
and include CVS and Target as well 
as other local and regional 
pharmacies that don't sell tobacco, 
according to CVS spokesperson 
Carolyn Castel.  Large employers 
that use Caremark as a pharmacy 
benefit manager will decide whether 

or not to opt in to the network. If they opt in, their employees will be 
charged extra to fill prescriptions at pharmacies that still sell 
tobacco. The company would provide customers with a list of 
tobacco-free pharmacies and copays would vary, Castel noted. 
The news came shortly after CVS rebranded itself as CVS Health -
- and announced it would no longer sell tobacco products. The 
change will cost the company about $2 billion in revenue, it said.  
Caremark's decision could help grow CVS's business, as 
customers seek lower prices, and pressure rivals Walgreens and 
Rite Aid to also ban tobacco products.   
 
Castel wouldn't comment on how many customers would be 
impacted by the new policy or how much more revenue CVS 
expects to bring in as a result of the added copays. Caremark is 
one of the largest pharmacy benefit managers in the country with 
54,000 pharmacies in its network and 63 million members as of 
2013 
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1818 Office Demolition Underway 

Earlier this month, demolition of the 40 year old 1818 Swift 
Drive office in Oak Brook, IL began.  The 1818 office was sold 
to Follett Corporate in 
1998. Last March, Follett 
relocated the office to 
Westchester, IL.  Opening 
in 1974, 1818 was once the 
corporate office of 
Turn*Style, Republic 
Lumber, Osco Drug, Inc. 
and later American Drug Stores.  
                                       (see Connections, June 2014 for history) 

 

Amid Turbulence At Walgreens,  

CEO Wasson To Exit  

Greg Wasson, president and chief 
executive officer of Walgreen Co., will retire 
shortly after the close of the second step of 
the Alliance Boots merger transaction, the 
company announced December 10.  After 
that the transaction close and Wasson's 
retirement, chairman James Skinner will 
become Walgreens Boots Alliance's 
executive chairman, and Stefano Pessina, executive chairman 
of Alliance Boots and a member of the Walgreens board, will 
serve as its acting CEO, pending a board search for a 
successor.It’s a turbulent time for Walgreens, which is under 
pressure to cut costs as it consolidates various functions in its 
merger with European drugstore giant Alliance Boots. Wasson 
has also been hit with criticism from investors after he decided 
against an “inversion” and will keep its headquarters in the U.S.    

Wasson is the latest senior executive to depart from the 
company. Already, the head of the company’s pharmacy 
business left earlier this year and former finance executive 
Wade Miquelon was ousted after being accused by senior 
executives of making a major financial reporting error that cost 
the company more than $1 billion. What’s more, Walgreens has 
been criticized by consumer groups and unions for not following 
the lead of CVS Health and stop selling tobacco products. But 
Wasson said his retirement is a good time for the company with 
the “creation of Walgreens Boots Alliance.  (continued on page 9) 

 

Volume 21   Issue 4           oscosavonalumni.com                         December 2014 

Inside this Issue 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/


  

 

 
 
It’s December already and we’re in the 
midst of the busy holiday season.  Where 
has the year gone? If you live in the colder 
climates as I do, hopefully we won’t 
experience another winter like 2013 - 
2014!  Being retired and having a home in 
Florida has really been a blessing for me to 
be able to escape the snow and cold. 
 

There are many alumni events coming up.  
I hope you will be able attend at least one 
in the coming year. Among the big events 
of 2015 will be the Sav-on 70

th
 Anniversary 

Celebration in October.  The first Sav-on 
opened on July 25, 1945!  Dan Quinn and 
his committee are working to make this a 
spectacular event.  In the Midwest in June, 
we also have another big event - the first 
official alumni reunion dinner in Indiana  - 
in Carmel (just outside of Indianapolis).  
Everyone is welcome at alumni events, 
whether or not you are an alumni club 
member.  Join us and bring your spouse, a 
work colleague or friend.  The more the 
merrier! 
 

After the first of the year, I will be mailing 
dues statements to all members.  The 
club’s annual dues is still $15. 
 
A special thank you to each member who 
took the time to write and send me updates 
for our member news section.   We love to 
hear from you and what is happening in 
your life.  A sentence or more about what 
you’ve been doing, where you’re working, 
where you’ve traveled, news about the 
kids, the grandkids and any experiences 
you would like to share with alumni.  And 
we love photos!  Recent photos and those 
from the past.  Just email or mail your 
submissions  to me at the address below.  
 

Happy Holidays! 
 

Barbara Salerno 
Editor, Connections  

    Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024       
Lombard, IL 60148-8024 

oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
 

            
 

 

 

To all our members:  

On behalf of your Board of 

Directors, we wish to extend warm 
Christmas and New Year’s wishes to 
you, your families and friends.    
 

Christmas is a wonderful time of 

the year when we celebrate faith, 
family, and the tradition of giving 
gifts and sending greetings. Sending 
out Christmas greetings is an easy 
way to reach friends, family, and 
even old acquaintances with the 
warmth and love of Christmas.  
 

We have so much to be thankful for 

living in this great country of ours.  
During this season of giving let us 
take time to slow down and enjoy 
the simple things. May this 
wonderful time of year touch your 
heart in a special way.    
 

Our wish for everyone this coming 

year is to take time to enjoy life a 
little bit every day, to reach out to 
those that we often think about but 
rarely contact.   

 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old, familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet 
The words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

Wishing you much happiness today 

and throughout the New Year.  
 

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year 2015 
 

Gary Hunstiger  

Dean Kelsey    
John Fields   Jerry Gonyo 

Diane Heater   Curt Larson   

Gerry Pearsall   Dan Quinn    

Barbara Salerno   Larry Wahlstrom 

 

 

Board Meeting 
Highlights  

 
October 31, 2014 

 

 John Fields reported that club 
finances are in good shape.  This will 
allow the club to continue mailing the 
quarterly Connections newsletter to 
all members in addition to publishing 
an electronic version at the website 

 Club social events for 2015 are 
gaining momentum -  be sure to mark 
your calendars and continue to check 
the website for updates  

 In 2015, the number of seats on the 
board will be expanded in time for the 
spring election 

 Diane Heater will review the club’s 
by-laws and call out areas where 
ammendments should be considered 

 Events for 2015 include the 
continuation of the ROMEO and 
Juliet luncheons in Scottsdale, AZ, 
Sav-on’s 70

th
 anniversary reunion in 

Los Angeles, Fargo, ND luncheons, 
Chicagoland spring and fall dinners, 
and new for 2015, the Indiana 
reunion and the North and South 
Dakota border battle golf outing to be 
held in South Dakota 

 Dan Quinn has volunteered to lead a 
subcommittee to explore ways to 
increase and retain membership 

 For those of you that utilize social 
media, we are in the process of 
establishing administrators for  the 
club’s dormant Facebook page.  
Their assistance will help keep 
Facebook in sync with Connections 
and our Website while serving as 
subject matter experts for Sav-on and 
Osco content.    

 

Our next Board meeting is on 
Friday, January 9, 2015 
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1. Nominate yourself and/or another 
person by 2/15/2015. 
Email your nominations to: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
or complete above form and mail to 
the club’s P.O. Box  

2. Slate of 2015 candidates will be 
finalized on 2/28/2015 

3. 2015 Member Voting Ballot will be 
published on-line by 3/15/2015 and 
included in spring issue of 
Connections in March 

4. Voting takes place between 3/15 
and 4/1/2015 

5. Ballots are counted 4/5/2015   
6. Elected Board for 2015-2016 term 

will be announced at spring dinner 
on 4/17 and posted on the club’s 
website on 4/19/2015 

7. Results will be published in the 
summer  issue of Connections 

8. First meeting of newly elected 
Board convenes in May 2015 at 
3030 office in Franklin Park, IL and 
via phone conference and WebEx 

 
 

 

Alumni Club Officers and  

Board of Directors 

 
 

 In the next two months, a slate of candidates for the club’s 2015 board of 
directors will be assembled.  To assure members are represented in more 
regions of the country, we are expanding the number of seats on the board. 
 

We invite you to consider offering your time. The time commitment is not 
large.  The club typically holds four board meetings a year (in person for 
Chicago area folks and via conference call and WebEx for non-local board 
people).  The meetings typically run about 2-3 hours in duration. Time 
commitments between these meetings would depend on your 
responsibilities and special club projects underway.    Specialized skills are 
not needed -- we do on-the-job training, if needed!  The only qualifier is 
caring about sustaining the Osco and Sav-on heritages for people that 
worked there.  We have a lot of fun at our board meetings, too.  Please 
contact any board member if you want more information or to discuss your 
ideas, candidacy or nomination of others. 
 

 

 

NOMINATE! 

Positions open are: 

 President 

 Vice President 

 Treasurer  
 Directors at Large   

 
Nominations can be emailed to: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
or send via USPS 
 

Enter nominee(s) and position 
below: 

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

_______________ 
 

 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024     

Lombard, IL 60148 

Julie Andrews 
Dominick Archer 

Ed Blazek 
Reg Bogusch 
Stan Carlson 

Roger Carpenter 
Ron Dilger 
Rex Dobey 
Nan Duwe 
John Fields 

Lou Frantzen 
Tork Fuglestad 

Dave Gillis 
Jerry Gonyo 
Chuck Good 
Ron Green 

Diane Heatter 
Steve Hoffman 
Gary Hunstiger 

June Hunt 
Bob Johnson 
Jim Johnson 
Lenny Katz 
Betty Kelly 

Dean Kelsey 
Bill King 

Curt Larson 
Marge Narsutis 
Mary Palmisano 
Gerry Pearsall 

Dan Quinn 
Barbara Salerno 
Jerry Rutherford 

Ray Seranko 
Bernie Schelonka 

Len Thielen 
Steve Troc 

Larry Wahlstrom 

We proudly list the past and present board 
members who have provided distinguished 

volunteer services to the Osco/Sav-on Alumni 
Club for one or more terms since the 

formation of the club in 1992. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Club Website Address: 
www.oscosavonalumni.com 

 

 

 
 
 

Club Email Addresses: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

oscoalumni@yahoo.com 

savonalumni@yahoo.com 

 

 
Club Facebook: 

Osco Savon Alumni 
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Second Annual Sav-on Dinner 

By Dan Quinn 
 
The second annual Sav-on Drug dinner took place on Sunday, October 14, 
2014 at the Elks Lodge in Santa Ana, CA.  We had 90 wonderful friends who 
came to re-connect and I think they did just that.  From the comments I've 
received, I think they all had a great time because...the key was seeing each 
other again!  We are now starting to plan the specifics of our BIG 70

th
 Sav-

on Anniversary Reunion for 2015. I'll keep everyone posted as we finalize a 
date and then the location.  
 

This is going to be a night like no other and I am inviting each of you who 
ever had a chance to work with the Sav-on side of the family to join us.  That 
includes those from Operations, Loss Prevention, Human Resources, the 
distribution centers, the photo plants, and any group I might have missed.  It 
was a Team effort and I'd love to have the whole team join with us to 
celebrate the first Sav-on Drug that opened on July 25, 1945!  As soon as I 
have that date, I'll let everyone know so you can cement it on your calendar. 
 

I am so looking forward to the Sav-on Drugs 70
th
 Anniversary event in 

October 2015.  It will once again give us a chance to bring so many of our 
former friends, co-workers and mentors together to remember what "Count 
on People Who Care" really meant. Being a part of something very special 
indeed.  I’d like to share some memories from Sav-on’s 60

th
 Anniversary 

Celebration in 2005.                            
     (continued on page 6) 
 

1. Kathleen Bernhard, Leland Ma, Richard Staiti,  
Edna Weber 

2. Kathy DiCarlo, Bob Sasine, Jane & Gene Mlenar, 
Bruce & Pauline Smith, Joe & Yolanda DiCarlo 

3. Neil & Nancy Stacey, Carolyn & Tom Friend 

 

1 

2 

3 4 

5 6 

4.   TBD, Clementine Trucios, TBD, Hank and Dianne     
      Casillas, Tammy Bailey 
5.   Roberta & Maury Freidson, TBD, Lenora Britt, 
      Ray Nave, Lollie Martin 
6.   Suzy Crescenzo, TBD, standing Kris Blake,  
      Linda Escarcega, Mike & Tammy Baker 
 

Name that person:  If you know any of the ‘TBD’ individuals, email us at oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com! 
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1. Dean & Tammra Taghaboni, Joyce & Bob Potter, 
Stephanie and Greg Mills, Scott & Luanne Daniels 

2. Bob Godlasky, Vijay & Shushma Patel, Marci Amen, 
Al Pineda, Belay & Adrianne Belay 

3. Maria Elena Constantino, TBD, Chuck & Wanda 
White, Joe Lapine, Maury & Roberta Freidson, John 
& Carol Terry 

1 2 

3 4 

5 

4.   Ann Quinn, Paul Kenner & new bride Sherri Gold,  
      Sue & Jerry Tandy 
5.   Werner Schultz, Scott McGuff, Gordon McGuff, 
      Bill and Debbie McLaughlin 
6.   Leland Ma, Cecilia Debarmore (foreground),  
      Chuck & Barb Kibby, Araceli & John Rice, Vicki  
      Johnson, TBD 

6 

Name that person:  If you know any of the ‘TBD’ individuals, email us at oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com! 
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(continued from page 4) 

 

I remember the Sav-on Drug 60
th
 gala event as if it were yesterday. 

 
This was a big day for Sav-on... 60 years, why Sav-on Drug had 
become a tradition in Southern California and I felt so privileged to have 
been a part of that story. 
 
The decision was made to hold a very special celebration at the annual 
managers meeting and the list of attendees was a who's who including:  
Albertson’s Drug Division President Kevin Tripp, SVP Dennis Palmer, 
and the entire leadership Team of the Drug Division plus a group of 
very special guests from the past including: 
 
Al & Bert Abels, Peter Bartholomew, Les Bass, Joel Call, Earl & Luisa 
Cline, Monty Conrad, Carl Decker, Tom Dieterle, Barbara Drake, Maury 
Freidson, Warren Hoopes, Chuck Hunner, Paul Kenner, Lollie Martin, 
Patricia McGrath, Stephanie McMackin, Gary Neald, Bob Peterson, Mr. 
& Mrs. John Rice Sr., Bob Sasine, Richard Staiti, John Terry, Len 
Thielen, Loraine Uribe, and many others. 
 
 During the course of the 
meeting, we turned the 
lights down low and I was 
privileged to escort our 
visitors up to the front of 
the room while we played 
a "60

th
 Anniversary" video 

for the managers and 
guests. 
 
At the conclusion of the 
video, Dennis Palmer 
invited each of our guests 
up on the stage one at a 
time and presented them 
with a 60

th
 Anniversary 

memento and thanked 
each for their years of 
service and loyalty either 
as an employee or as 
one of our very special 
family of vendors.   
 
As each person walked 
up it was such an honor 
to applaud their amazing 
careers of service and 
truly gave every manager 
in attendance a chance 
to thank so many of the 
individuals who had built 
this company into the 
success it became. 
 
 

 
The last two introductions I'll never forget.  We were so lucky to be able 
to honor two individuals who had literally been amongst the founders of 
Sav-on Drug.  First was retired CEO and President R.L. Call, who when 
introduced bounded up the steps to an absolutely amazing roar of 
appreciation from a group of individuals many of whom had grown up 
under his leadership and guidance.  Next, Dennis invited Mr. Ira D. 
Brown up on the stage, and I must preface his arrival by telling you how 
I was able to find Mr. Brown and to invite him to the reunion. 
 
 

 

of them will remember them always as I do.   Two inspirational leaders 
who helped shape the greatness of Sav-on Drugs from its very earliest 
days.   
 
I am so looking forward to the 70

th
 Sav-on Drugs Reunion next year!  It 

will once again give us a chance to bring so many of our former friends, 
co-workers and mentors together to remember what "Count on People 
Who Care" really meant.  Being a part of something very special indeed. 

 

 
When I phoned to invite Mr. Call, at the end of our conversation I asked 
him if he had a contact number for Mr. Brown and he gave me the last 
number he had but told me that it had been many years since they had 
spoken.  As I listened to the phone ringing I wondered if I would get a 
"wrong number", but instead the phone was answered by a very clear 
woman's voice and when I explained that I was trying to contact Mr. Ira D. 
Brown who used to be the President of Sav-on Drugs, her response was 
"well, I'm Mrs. Brown, how can I help you?"  After I explained that we 
were holding the 60

th
  Anniversary and that we would like to honor Mr. 

Call and Mr. Brown as two of Sav-on's Founders she told me that Mr. 
Brown was now 91 years old and almost blind and that he could hardly 
walk, but that she would do her best to bring him to the event.   
 
She also told me the following story.  She said that whenever she went 
shopping at Sav-on, she had to leave Mr. Brown in the car because of his 
vision and mobility issues.  She said, however, that almost every time 
when she came back to the car he was out collecting shopping carts.  I'll 
never forget that as long as I live.   
 

Mr. & Mrs. Ira Brown, Mr. & Mrs. R.L. Call 

Well, when Mr. & Mrs. 
Call and Mr. & Mrs. 
Brown were both able to 
come I knew that it would 
be a day to remember. 

 
As Dennis introduced Mr. 
Brown and he attempted 
to get up from the table 
he was unable to get 
upright.  After another 
aborted attempt his wife 
offered him her arm, but 
he pushed it aside and 
through sheer will power 
he climbed up to the 
most thunderous ovation 
I've ever heard at a 
business meeting.  I 
swear it sounded like 
Mick Jagger had just 
walked on stage.    

 
I'm sorry to say that Mr. 
Brown passed away not 
long after that get 
together and Mr. Call 
passed away in July 
2013, but I promise you 
that every person who 
was ever fortunate 
enough to work for either  

Recollections from Sav-on’s 60
th

 Anniversary Event (2005)             Page 6

              



Sunday, March 1, 2015 11:00am 
 

Since 2007, club board member Jerry Gonyo has 
done a splendid job organizing and coordinating our 
Arizona events.  His plans for 2015 will be just as 
awesome.  For snowbirds, alumni and friends we have 
a treat for you!   
 
Where:      Terravita Country Club 
                  34034 N. 69th Way 
                  Scottsdale, Arizona  85266 
                  Phone: (480) 488-3456 
Website:   www.terravitascottsdale.org 

    Menu 
 Fresh Scrambled Eggs with Chives 

 Apple Wood Smoked Bacon & Sausage 

 Roasted Red Potatoes with Peppers and Onions 

 Texas French Toast with Berry Compote 

 Assorted House Muffins and Bread/Whipped Butter 

 All Natural Yogurt & Vanilla Scented Granola 

 Sliced Fresh Fruit 
 
*Includes Coffee, Orange Juice and Iced Tea 
 

Price: $30 per person  
 

 

Reservations Deadline: 

Friday, February 20, 2015 
 

Please RSVP to: Jerry Gonyo (jerndar@cox.net)  
 
Payment must be made in advance - we cannot take 
payment at door. The venue charges us for no-

shows.   
 
 
Visit the club’s website to pay via PayPal for this event 
or send check to: 

Gerald Gonyo 
6528 E. Whispering Mesquite Trail 

Scottsdale, AZ  85266 

 

Saturday, February 28, 2015 12:00pm 
 

Club members Jeff Brune and Stan Petersen have 
planned the annual Arizona Osco/Sav-on Walker Cup 
Outing to coincide the day before the Arizona Annual 
Alumni Brunch. 
 

Where:     The 500 Club 
                  4707 W. Pinnacle Peak Rd. 

     Glendale/N. Phoenix, Arizona  85310 

                  Phone: (623) 492-9500 

Website:   www.the500club.com 
 

The barbeque lunch will begin at noon at the 
Clubhouse Patio Restaurant. Golf Shotgun will begin 
at 1:15 pm. 
 
Time will be allocated for those who feel the need to 
practice before tee off. The format of play is yet to be 
determined until we see which teams are loaded with 
"ringers".   
 
There are 48 spots blocked and we will need to 
confirm the number of golfers by February 14, so 
please respond before that date.  
 
Reservations Deadline: 

Saturday, February 14, 2015 
 
Please RSVP to Jeff Brune (jeffbrune@live.com) or Stan 
Petersen (stanp321@gmail.com).  Feel free to bring a guest or 

two of your choice as the Alumni rate will apply to all golfers.  
Also, let Jeff or Stan know if you have any pairing requests or if 
there is someone you could not stand to play with!!!  We will make 
sure to pair you with them!  
 

Price:  $89 per player  
 
Payable to The 500 Club on the day of the event.  Includes the 
golf round, cart, tees, lunch, practice balls and a day filled with 
great memories and friendships!  A few good stories and maybe a 

lie or two will be available. 
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Friday, June 19, 2015 

5:30pm – 10:30pm 
 

We’ve received an exceptional number of responses 
expressing interest in an Indiana together and are on track 
for quite an enjoyable and memorable evening!  
 

 
 

Where:       Ritz Charles  
12156 North Meridian Street 
Carmel, Indiana  46032 
Phone: (317) 846-9158 

Website:           www.ritzcharles.com 

Hosts: Ron Cardarelli & Larry Wahlstrom  

Dinner includes a plated dinner with choice of at least four 
entrées, a salad and dessert. 
 

Price: $50 per person 
 

Visit the club’s website to pay via PayPal for this event 
or send check to: 

Ron Cardarelli 
833 Liberty Drive 

Westfield, IN  46074 
 

Overnight accommodations:  Hotels listed below are $109 
per night and located across the street from the Ritz Charles.  
Please book directly with the hotel: 
 
 

Renaissance North Hotel 
11925 North Meridian St 
Carmel, IN 46032 
Phone: (317) 816-0777 

Hampton Inn  
(Indianapolis/North Carmel) 
12197 North Meridian St  
Carmel, IN 46032 
Phone: (317) 843-1100 

 
Who is planning to attend? 
Visit the club’s website to see the growing list of friends 
planning to attend.  
 

Additional Details:  Details will be published at the club’s 
website in the coming weeks and in the March issue of 
Connections. 

 

ROMEO (Retired Osco Merchandisers Eating Out)  

(Arizona Golf Outing) 
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Progressive Grocer’s 

2014 Top Women in 

Grocery  

Last June, 311 women hailing from some of the 
most admired organizations in the U.S. 
supermarket industry were named Progressive 
Grocer’s 2014 Top Women in Grocery.  Now in 
its eighth year, PG’s Top Women in Grocery 
awards program recognizes the integral role 
women play across all areas of the dynamic 
retail food industry, within the retailer and 
supplier communities, in three sectors: Senior-
Level Executives, Rising Stars and Store 
Managers. “With a record number of 311 watch-
worthy women, our 2014 judging panel pored 
over hundreds of applications in search of 
candidates who went above and beyond their 
core responsibilities to deliver exceptional 
results,” said PG Chief Content Editor Meg 
Major. “The incredible achievements of our 
2014 Top Women in Grocery honorees provide 
an enduring portrayal of our program’s founding 
purpose: to celebrate the continuing progress 
the previously male-dominated grocery industry 
is making to close the historical gender gap 
while prominently recognizing the vital roles 
women serve in their companies, communities 
and the industry at large. Four Jewel Osco 
associates were among the 311 recipients of 
2014 installment of this award: Alura Stewart 
(Operations Specialist), Stacey Brown (Director 
of Labor Relations & Employment Law), Kim 
Connery (Sales & Merchandising Manager-
Liquor) and Connie Zaio (Licensing 
Coordinator).  Kim and Connie got their start at 
Osco Drug. 
 
Kim Connery, Sales & Merchandising 
Manager-Liquor,  Jewel-Osco  
Kim delivers superior bottom-line results, 

including sales 5 percent over 
projection for the most recent 
fiscal year. Driving share with 
her first-to-market approach 
regarding items, she recently 
revitalized Jewel-Osco’s wine 
program based on wine ratings 

from key industry platforms; her program will be 
launched across stores in 2014. Recognized 
repeatedly for her work in the industry, she 
develops charitable marketing programs be-
tween Jewel-Osco and key suppliers for the 
Northern Illinois Food Bank. 

 
Connie Zaio, Licensing Coordinator, Jewel-
Osco Connie monitored local change 

notifications, attended local 
hearings and meetings, and 
arranged for officer compliance 
of legal standards based on 
Albertsons’ acquisition of 
Jewel-Osco.  She handled the 
transition of four Dominick’s 
locations to Jewel-Osco, 

including obtaining all licensing; additional 
projects include obtaining local permits for 19 
store remodels and completing historic-picture 
research for the project. Connie is a Cancer 
Federation fundraiser and participates in Illinois 
Liquor Control Commission BASSET seminars 

 
 
 
 

Safeway/Albertsons 

annouces Post Merger 

Team – Phase 2 
 

In September, Albertsons/Safeway announced 
their new executive team and challenged them to 
develop their go-forward leadership teams. Earlier 
this month, in a joint statement, Safeway 
President & CEO Robert Edwards and Albertsons 
CEO Bob Miller advised the combined company 
associates of the new leadership level of 
management, who are well-skilled in their areas 
of expertise. The statement further acknowledged 
that with the number of highly skilled and talented 
people available in both companies, these were 
not easy decisions, and were proud of the 

thoughtful way in which Executive Vice 
Presidents and Division Presidents have carried 
out this crucial step in moving forward with the 
planning for our go-forward company.   
Announced were about 75 assorted senior vice 
presidents, group vice presidents, vice 
presidents.  Below are some familiar names from 
American Stores and Albertsons (2000 era):   

 Dan Salemi – Group Vice President, 
Pharmacy Services 

 Pat Dennis – Group Vice President, 
GM/HBC  

 Mike Massimino – Group Vice President, 
Grocery/Total Alcohol Beverage  

 Peggy Jones – Vice President, Division 
Human Resources 

 Tom Lofland – Vice President, Marketing & 
Merchandising (Eastern) 

 Jon Dickman – Vice President, Marketing & 
Merchandising (Houston) 

 John Colgrove – Vice President,  Marketing 
& Merchandising (Intermountain) 

 Greg McNiff – Senior Vice President, 
Marketing & Merchandising (Southern 
California) 

 Dennis Bassler, President (Portland) 

 Doug Campbell – Vice President,  Marketing 
& Merchandising (Portland) 

 
Both the Albertsons CEO and the Safeway CEO 
indicated one of the next steps will be for the new 
company’s leadership teams to post their Phase 3 
job openings.   None of the changes will take 
effect until after the merger is completed and 
approved by the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC).   

 
 
 
 

Zell confirms bid for 

Albertsons spinoffs                                       
 

Private equity investor Sam Zell has confirmed his 
interest in acquiring stores to be spun off in the 
Albertsons-Safeway deal.  On December 1, Zell 
said Albertsons and Safeway’s focus on 
completing the $9 billion, 2,400-store deal has 
created an attractive price for 140 stores those 
companies may be required to divest in order to 
meet regulatory approval of the merger. 
 
Zell, who leads Chicago-based Equity Group 
Investments, at one time owned Quality Food 
Centers, the Seattle supermarket chain now 
belonging to Kroger Co. 
 
“Obviously, like any deal, it starts with the price,” 
Zell said in the interview with Fox News. “In this 
particular case, this is a $9 or $10 billion merger of 
Safeway and Albertsons and this is 140 stores 
that they were forced to divest. So their focus is 
on getting the big deal 
done, which creates an 
opportunistic 
environment on taking 
care of the remnants." 
 
Zell is said to be 
working with Stuart 
Sloan, a former QFC 
president, reports said. 
 
“We have a lot of 
confidence in the 
supermarket business,” according to Zell. “We’ve 
been in it before, very successfully, and we think 
this is an interesting opportunity, and a good 
deployment of capital.” 
 
Oaktree Capital Management and Convest 
Partners are also said to be bidders for the 
Albertsons-Safeway divestitures, according to 
reports. Neither Safeway nor Albertsons have 
commented on possible divestitures. They expect 
their merger to completed shortly. 
 

Wasson To Exit 

As CEO of Walgreens 

                              (continued from page 1) 
“When I became CEO six years ago, I had three 
goals – to transform the front end of Walgreens 
drugstores, to advance the role that community 
pharmacy plays in health care and to find the right 
partner to take Walgreens global,” Wasson, who 
has been with Walgreens for more than 35 years, 
said in a statement. “It is now time for new 
leadership to move that vision forward building on 
the global platform we have created.” 
 
The U.S.-based holding company is slated to 
comprise four divisions: Walgreen Co.; Boots, the 
United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland's largest 
pharmacy, health and beauty retailer; 
Pharmaceutical Wholesale and International 
Retail, including Alliance Healthcare, Europe's 
largest pharmaceutical wholesaler; and Global 
Brands. The combined company also is setting up 
a cross-divisional global pharmacy market access 
group 
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Kathy MacDonald 
 

A year ago last May, I received an e-mail from Larry Wahlstrom asking a 
group of us if we thought there would be any interest in a New England Osco 
Drug Reunion. My exact response was, “Personally, I think that would be an 
awesome idea!!” His original thought was maybe 50 people would attend. I 
told him I thought his estimate was low and that was an understatement. In 
June 2014, we had our reunion at the Hilton in Woburn, MA. There were 
over 215 people there from store personnel, pharmacists, management, 
office staff and regional management. People came from 15 different states. 
It was absolutely fabulous to see everyone and reminisce about the good old 
days. There were tears of joy and happiness, lots of laughter, many hugs 
and kisses shared and just truly a very comfortable “home” feeling shared by 
everyone. Gary Hunstiger said it best, “This says a lot for a company that 
doesn’t even exist anymore.” I will never forget my 27 years working for 
Osco Drug. They were the BEST!  
As much as I loved working at 
Osco, I do love my job that I left 
Brooks Pharmacy for. I am a 
Customer Service 
Representative for Cummings 
Printing in Hooksett, NH. We are 
a mid-size magazine printer and I 
am the liaison between our 
clients and our production 
people. My #1 priority is 
communication with my clients 
and to see that their job comes in 
and goes through production 
smoothly, accurately, in a timely 
fashion and that the finished product is something they are very proud of. I 
pay close attention to detail and pride myself on customer service. It’s 
already been 12 years and if all goes well, I’ll be here until I retire. I still 
enjoy bowling with my sister and good friends on Monday nights.  

    Ray and I 
recently 

celebrated our 
31

st
 anniversary. 

Where does the 
time go? He is in 
his 40

th
 year with 

Rite Aid 
Pharmacy. He 
opened the new 
store in Derry, 
NH just south of 

Parkland 
Hospital and the 
store is very 
busy and doing 

great. We love to 
vacation with our friends at villa’s down in the islands when we can, with St. 
Maarten being our favorite so far. He still 
loves to garden and read. 

 
Our biggest pride and joy are our two boys. 
Our older son, Sean turned 21 this year and 
is a senior at Methodist University in 
Fayetteville, NC. He is a tremendous soccer 
player and has the opportunity in March 2015 
to play overseas in England. He is majoring in 
business management with a minor is sports 
management. He is seriously considering 
moving to upper state New York after 
graduation to work at his uncle’s farm and 
learn how to run the farm and business. They 
raise sheep and bale lots of hay. He’s loved it 
ever since he was a little boy. Sean is also 
hoping to coach soccer for the local high 
school team. We are very proud of him and 
will support him in whatever decision he 
makes. 
 

 
 
 Our younger son, Evan is a junior in high school this year and is also a 
tremendous soccer player and a pretty good basketball player. His 
basketball team won the state championship last year. He may be young 
and only 17 but Evan is taking after his father, 
he is already 6’3”. He wears a size 14 shoe 
and hoping he stops there. It’s not easy finding 
shoes that size. Evan works in the locker room 
for our local AA hockey team, the Manchester 
Monarchs. We will be starting the college 
search with him very soon. He is leaning 
towards playing soccer in college as well. 
About 2 and half years ago, we put an addition 
on our home for my mother who has 
Alzheimer’s. It’s been both a blessing and a 
challenge at times but I’m very lucky to be 
able to take care of her and have her so 
close.  The day she and I drove in the 
driveway from Florida Ray met us in the 
driveway and said “Hello RFL-Roommate for Life.”   Wishing each and 
every one of you a Merry Christmas and Very Happy and Healthy 2015! 

 
 

 
Dear Alumni Club:  
 
I have been retired for 8 years. I have been fortunate to have worked with 
very talented people throughout my 34 year career. These years were a 
combination of 3 years in Osco Central region, 15 years in the Eastern 
region and finally my last 16 years at Sav-on Drugs in Southern California. 
It was a unique experience to have worked in all 3 regions but there were 
some very common traits that ran through all of them. We had talented 
associates who worked together to get the job done!  We treated everyone 
at every level with dignity and respect.  In other words we treated 
everyone the way we wanted to be treated.  You understood that from 
your first day as a management trainee to the day you retired. 
 

The Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club has been an outstanding vehicle to keep in 
touch with my Osco and Sav-on friends. What other company do you 
know, that is no longer in business but still has routine newsletters and 
Regional Reunions?  These are a result of the Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club.  
I really enjoy reading the “Connections” newsletter.  There is so much 
material at your fingertips: club news, industry news, people updates, 
Directory of members, the weekly ROMEO updates by Gerry Bay and 
much more.  Since I have been retired, we have been to reunions in 
Scottsdale, Chicago, New England and now two Sav-on Reunions in 
California.  I would like to give a “Shout Out” to Dan Quinn who has done 
an outstanding job organizing our first two Sav-On Reunions.  Dan is also 
leading the charge on next year’s 70

th
 Sav-on Drugs Anniversary 

Celebration. 
 
Many thanks to all the people who put together the Osco/Sav-on Alumni 
Club newsletter.    You truly are members of that special group  “Count on 
People who Care”. 
 
Bob Potter 

 

 
If you have a question, comment,  idea or other inquiry, 

let us know!  Email your message to: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

 

We’ll research and respond to your inquiry 
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Gerry Bay 
 

We all have been fortunate to work for a great company which means we 
were blessed to work with great people.  When our next life stage made itself 
known, we have 
enjoyed our free time 
through various 
avenues, one of which 
is to experience 

travel.  To see this great 
world is wonderful, but to visit with its citizens is fantastic.   I can say our 

most recent trip to Africa and 
South Africa stands at the top of 
our travel experiences.   Our 
ventures took us to Zambia where 
we witnessed one of the seven 
wonders in the form of the 
powerful Victoria Falls.  While we 
witnessed the devilish behavior of 
the monkeys, looking to loot your 
bread and snacks, we were 
entertained by the natives who 
took care of us and readily 
introduced us to pictures of their 
families and wonderful 
history.  We walked with the lions 
and boated with the hippos and 
elephants in Botswana before 
spending 3 days in the Okavango 

Delta on safari and 3 days in the 
Kalahari Desert.  We chatted with 
the meerkats while they climbed onto 
our legs and head, ever looking sky 
ward for the birds of prey that looked 
to swoop down and carry them 
off.  We witnessed firsthand, all the 
animals of the world, not behind 
fences and moats, but running free 
in the bush while raising their 
families and enjoying their natural 
habitat.....hyenas, wild dogs, giraffes, 
grand elephants, leopards and so 
on.  At every stop, we were 
entertained by the amazing 
knowledge of our local guides who 
introduced us to hundreds of birds, 
animals and the amazing creature 

called wildebeests.  They joined 
us for meals and became an 
active part of our group telling us 
local stories, while graciously 
laughing at our ridiculous 
attempts at humor.  Our 
accommodations were top notch 
and rustic, but we wouldn't have 
had any other way.  Enjoy the 
world! 
 

 

 

 

 

Russ Coon 
 

I started with Sav-on Drugs in February 1964 in Norwalk, CA.  The store 
had seven pharmacists and one clerk.  We were paid in cash for the first 
several years.  On Friday, the office clerk would sit outside the office with a 
card table, with each employee’s weekly pay in a small envelope.  We 
would count the money in front of her and sign for the contents. 
 
I was a staff pharmacist for seven years, promoted to pharmacy manager 

in South Torrance, CA in 1972 then on to 
regional pharmacy manager in 1979.  I 
worked in that position until retirement in 
1998.   Two weeks after retirement, I lost my 
wife of 38 years in car/truck accident. I 
remarried two years later. 
 
In retirement, we keep busy with family.  
Combined family of nine children, twenty-
five grandchildren, and one great 
grandchild.  I reside in Queen Creek, AZ 
where I have three married children and 
their families nearby – in fact, I can walk to 

two of the family’s homes in 5 minutes.   
 
I keep very busy and enjoy Church activities (L.D.S.), fly fishing in the 
western states, motor home travel, (several cross-country trips) golf, and 
international traveling.   We have visited Africa three times, (Botswana, 
South Africa, Zimbabwe and Kenya.)  Also, England, Wales, Scotland, 
France, Spain, Portugal, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Mexico, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica, Panama, Columbia, Canada, and most 
Caribbean islands. I have very fond memories of my time with Sav-on.  
Great friends, great working conditions, a great company where I spent a 
34 year career with. 
   
My daughter-in-law has been taking film 
classes, and for her "final", she needed to 
choose a subject, write a script, select a 
location, and get two actors that would work 
for free.  Well, she found two somewhat 
willing, out of work actors, who could give 
her a few hours of our valuable time. We 
went to the "shooting" location, and were 
given explicit instructions on how to stand, 
how to walk, where to sit, etc.  She went 
thru the script, and had us memorize our 
lines, (this was the difficult part, given our ages), but she worked with us 
until we knew our stuff.   One of the actors was always wanting to ad lib, 
thinking that his dialog was better than the script, but he was finally 
brought into line with the threat to throw him off the set.  (I will leave it to 
you to decide which actor was not cooperating; Hint- it's not the father.)   
We went thru the filming several times before we finally got it right.  A good 
time was had by all, but the burgers were really cold by the time we ate 
them, but the Coke Zero was still OK.  A fun experience for all of us, and 
my daughter in law passed her final with flying colors.  I never did get my 
residual payments for the over the top acting that was performed.  Click 
HERE or log in to the club’s website and search for ‘Russ Coon’ to see the 
video. 
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Jim Van Ryen 

 
In September, four Osco couples took a vacation to Alaska: Harvey and 
Sharon DeWees, Tom and Fiona McKenna, Steve and Debbie Birch (Steve 
is a pharmacist for Hannaford), and Jim and Marie Van Ryen. 
 
The vacation was for two weeks and actually had three parts to it. We 
booked the land potion to see Denali as an add on to our cruise, that portion 
was three days with two nights at Denali, including an eight hour tour of the 
park itself. We then had a ten hour bus tour to meet our cruise ship in 

Seward. Next was a seven day 
cruise, visiting several ports and 
ending up in Vancouver Canada. We 
toured Vancouver for one day and 
then boarded the Rocky Mountaineer 
for a two day and two night train ride 
through the Canadian Rockies that 
ended up in Banff Canada. We spent 
the last day on our own visiting Lake 
Louise and Lake Moraine and then 
flew back home from Calgary.  
  
On September 4

th
 we flew from 

Boston to Seattle and then on to 
Anchorage Alaska. We had a good 
view of Mt. Rainier while descending 
into Seattle. Our train left Anchorage 
early the next morning for an eight 
hour trip to Denali. The trip was 
scenic on a grand scale. It's hard to 
describe the vastness and the pure 

beauty.   The next day we enjoyed an eight hour bus trip into Denali National 
Park. The scenery and wildlife was breathtaking. The guide explained how 
the park is approx. the size of New Hampshire with only one road in and out. 
We traveled 60 mile into the park and saw Moose, at least 14 Grizzly Bears, 
and close to three dozen Dall sheep. It had snowed the prior week so we 
were treated to snow covered peaks. The tour was awesome!  The next day, 
we boarded 
our bus for 
a ten hour 
trip to catch 
our cruise 
ship in 
Seward. 
That day’s 
highlight 
was 
definitely 
getting a 
good view 
of Mt. 
McKinley from two different stops. The driver mentioned that less than one 
third of the visitors actually get to see it as it is usually covered in clouds. We 
had great photo shots from two different angles. The other highlight was the 
drive from Anchorage down to the ship. The highway is designated as one of 
the top ten scenic highways in the country. The days ride was again 
beautiful. We boarded our ship that evening. 
  
The next day was spent at sea as we were headed to Glacier Bay. Only two 
cruise lines are licensed to go into Glacier Bay, Princess and Holland 
America. We chose Holland America to match up our side trips and to see 
Glacier Bay. We had beautiful weather and spent most of the day viewing 
several glaciers, including the Grand Pacific, Margerie, and Johns Hopkins. 
We again had beautiful weather and the Ship Captain mentioned that it was 
the second best day he experienced this season in the Bay. 
  
We visited Haines as our first official port. The highlight here was a rafting 
trip through an eagle preserve. We saw upwards of sixty Bald Eagles in their 
natural habitat. The salmon were running and there were eagles everywhere, 
in trees and on the shoreline.  The next morning we pulled into Juneau. 
Though it's the state capital, it can only be accessed by boat or plane. Some 
of us toured the city including the Mendenhall Glacier by bus and others flew 
on top of the glacier via helicopter and drank some ice cold glacier water. 
Most of us made a stop at the famous Red Dog Saloon. 

 
 
 
The next morning we pulled into Ketchikan. The town is considered a rain 
forest and gets 
upwards of thirteen 
feet of rain a year. 
Again, the sun 
Gods were on our 
side and we were 
able to take a tour 
on a crab boat. We 
pulled up some 
crab pots and then 
had a crab feast on 
shore. We had a 
fun time walking 
around the city. 
  
The last day of our cruise was at sea. Again, we had great weather, and 
the Captain pointed out pods of Orcas and Whales along the way.  We 
pulled into Vancouver early on Sunday Morning. We had time to say good 
bye to Tom and Fiona and the rest of us toured the city. We had a bus tour 
and then walked for several hours. The city is beautiful and very easy to 
get around in. We had time to ride the elevator to the top of a lookout 
tower to get a good bird's eye view of the city.  
  
The next morning we boarded the Rocky Mountaineer for a two day train 
ride through the Canadian Rockies. It was spectacular. The scenery was 
mostly mountains, rivers, and varied terrain. The first overnight was in 
Kamloops and the train trip ended in Banff the second night. The six of us 
stayed one day longer as we wanted to visit Lake Louise and Lake 

Moraine. They 
are both 
glacier lakes 
surrounded by 
mountains and 
with an 
unusual blue 
color. We 
capped off the 
trip with a ride 
up the Banff 
Gondola to get 
a view of the 

mountains 
surrounding the 
town of Banff. 

We flew home out of Calgary the next day. 
  
All in all it was a fabulous vacation. Having the weather cooperate made a 
big difference. We had talked to several people who had been to Alaska 
previously as we planned the trip. That certainly helped us plan our 
itinerary. Most of those we had talked to did not have as good of weather 
as we did. Harvey believes it was all due to his good Karma. 

 

Tom Hatem 

I worked for  Osco Drug for 25 years starting in 1977  at Osco Laconia, NH 
then later at  Portsmouth, NH and 
finally at Stratham, NH.  For the 
past 14 years, I have been working 
as a clinical pharmacist at Concord 
Hospital in Concord NH  - Recently 
taken a break from teaching 
Continuing Education programs at 
Boston College, St Anselm's 
College and various conferences to 
spend more time with my three year 
old daughter Vivian - I am engaged 
to Robin who has 2 beautiful 
daughters Brooke 14 years old and 
Morgan 8 years old.  Living in Londonderry NH - spend my time with my 
girls, playing guitar, running lots of miles, and enjoying the company of 
family and friends at every opportunity. Feel free to contact me via 
Facebook or my e-mail at thatem@crhc.org. 

Sharon & Harvey DeWees, Fiona & Tom McKenna; 
Debbie & Steve Birch; Jim & Marie Van Ryen 
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Tork Fuglestad 

For years I have been dreaming about going to Normandy, France. This 
was the place where the Allies (United States, Canada, England, 
Australia) launched the campaign to liberate France and the rest of 
Europe from  Nazi Germany. The D-Day invasion took place on June 6, 
1944 and lasted for three months.   I was eight years old when World War 
II broke out and was living in Moorhead, Minnesota.  I was twelve when it 
ended.   Although I was too 
young to fight in the war, I 
was old enough to know what 
was going on. I have vivid 
memories from the war 
years… In the U.S., there 
was rationing of just about 
everything. All food supplies, 
meat, gas, nylons, chewing 
gum, sugar, etc.   Each family 
would receive a ration book containing stamps. These stamps would allow 
people to purchase rationed items.  School children, like me, would knit six 
inch squares. These knitted squares would be put together to make a 
blanket called a Victory Blanket which was then sent to servicemen 
overseas. The maximum speed limit was 35 miles an hour in order to 
conserve gasoline.  All the men, ages 17 to 40 years and in good physical 
condition were drafted into the military. The jobs left open by men and 
women that went into the service were filled by those left behind.  
Everyone – young and old -- pitched in. Each block in the city had a Block 
Warden. These individuals were responsible for the security and follow 
through of  decisions made by the government.  Community blackouts 
were common, in case of an enemy air raid. The Block Warden made sure 
all lights were out.  We even had a prisoner of war camp in town.  Because 
of the shortage of men caused by the war, the German prisoners from the 

POW camp worked on the farms in 
the area. 
 
Fast forward to 2014.  Our first stop 
on our trip was in Paris where we 
stayed the night. The second night 
we stayed in Honfleur, a 
short distance from Normandy. On 
the third day of our trip we finally 
arrived at beaches of Normandy. 
The next couple of days were 
simply amazing. The competence, 
courage, and sacrifice of our young 
fighting men could be seen 
everywhere.  Our forces landed on 
the beaches of Pointe du Hoc - the 
Americans at Utah and Omaha 
beaches, the British at Gold 
and Sword beaches and the 
Canadian’s at Juno beach. 
 
During the course of the invasion, 

the loss of life was great. The remains of the 10,000 servicemen killed on 
D-Day now reside in the Normandy American Cemetery.  The final two 
days of our trip were spent in Paris. Some of our stops included: Notre 
Dame Cathedral built in 
1200,  the Eiffel which 
was built for the World’s 
Fair in 1889, Arc de 
Triomphe de l'Étoile built 
in 1806, Versailles, the 
giant castle of the  kings 
which is now a museum, 
the Louvre - the largest 
museum in the world with 
famous paintings and art 
collections. Shirley and I 
had a great time. We saw 
a lot. We learned a lot. 
We also would 
recommend this trip to 
anyone that is interested in travel and history. 

 

 

   

Tork & Shirley Fuglestad 
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Mitch 

Oddo 
1948 - 2014 

Thank you to all who took 

the time to put together some 

great recollections and stories 

about Mitch Oddo.  For those 

who knew Mitch, this will 

bring back a lot of memories 

about a unique guy who made 

a lasting impression on 

everyone, and did so many 

great things for the company 

and for the people he came in 

contact with. 

 

For those who never knew 

Mitch, we hope you get an 

idea why those who did will 

always remember him and 

have a soft spot in their hearts 

for the memory of Mitch. 

There were many sides to 

Mitch, as you can see by 

reflections his friends, family 

and work colleagues have 

shared in this tribute.  

 

A Tough Negotiator  
I had the pleasure of occupying the 

cubicle next to Mitch in the 1980s when 

he was the greeting card & stationary 
buyer at 1818.  I was in awe of the 

parade of sales people that constantly 

were escorted from the waiting area in 
the lobby and then asked to “assume the 

position” across from Mitch’s desk.  

 
Mitch had recently decided that a great 

negotiating technique was for him to don 
a pair of mirrored aviator sunglasses 

during his vendor days so that they, in his 

words “they can’t see into my soul”.    

 
One day during his sunglass period, a 

senior executive from one of the major 

greeting card companies was summoned 
to discuss monies that Mitch felt were 

owed to the company.  Mitch had two 

chairs across from his desk.  Occupying 
one of the chairs was an oversized plush 

bear that was almost human sized.  In the 

other chair, sat the executive from the 
card company.   

 
Even though, the office had a sound 

masking system, I was eight feet away 

from them and I could hear almost 
everything that was said between the 

two.  The sales executive made his 

proposal for the credit memo.  Mitch 
laughed loudly for a long time.  The sales 

executive made a counter proposal.  

Mitch laughed again and then with a 
boisterous flourish told the sales rep “My 

bear and I are insulted by your number 

and you need to apologize to him”.  By 
this point, I had to put my tie in my 

mouth to keep from laughing and spitting 

coffee on my desk.  As I hid closely 
behind the cubicle divider, I heard “I am 

sorry bear” from the sales executive.  In 

the end, Mitch received the credit that the 
company was owed, and this grasshopper 

learned a valuable lesson from the master 
negotiator. Maybe not the way I would 

have handled it, but he was a relentless 

advocate for Osco Drug and his creative 
techniques are still legendary. 

 
Over the years, Mitch and I traveled 

often to the stores in the old Western & 

Intermountain Regions.  He was a great 
partner and a fearless supporter when 

something needed to be fixed or adjusted 

to make it work in the field. He was also 
a tenacious challenger when our stores 

didn’t perform.  He expected excellence 

from us, and from himself, so his counsel 
and challenge was understood and 

respected.  He was my friend and I will 

always smile when I think of him.  

Dave Schoenbeck 

 

An Apprentice 
It was hard to hear about the passing of 
Mitch. He always seemed like nothing 

could stop him!  We worked together 

for almost 20 years in different 
capacities. For a short time Mitch 

reported to me as a Senior Buyer in 
liquor. I don't think Mitch actually 

believed I was his boss (or anyone 

was) but he humored me as best he 
could. I learned much from Mitch 

about the business of procurement.  

I always remember his vendors 

sweating in the lobby prior to a 

meeting.  He even invited me to a few 

of these meetings. Mitch knew the 

business inside and out and Osco 

benefited in many ways. Mitch was a 
born leader and was driven to succeed. 

He also had a soft humble side to him. 

He was always there to help someone 
and cared deeply for everyone around 

him. He will be missed. 

Jim Young 
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A Leader 
I have many great memories and fun stories about Mitch.  Most of my 
stories sound better with a glass of wine or cocktail, so if anyone ever 

wants to talk, just look me up.    There was the time I helped myself to 

a bottle of his finest red wines that he told me not to touch.  A week 
later I mailed the cork to him with a note suggesting he try this wine 

someday. There was the time I opened the window on the top floor of 

the Hardware building in Salt Lake City and he had to grab his head to 
keep his hair from getting sucked out of the window.  Then there were 

several times I missed sales or margin…. Well I can’t even type what 
happened then!   The best story was when he caught me driving 

somewhere between Park City and Snowbird ski resort on a back road 

at 8,000 ft. on my way to work.    Long story….But my best memory is 
how he trained me, challenged me and changed my career forever. I’m 

very thankful for being able to work for Mitch, survive and grow under 

his leadership.  He made me and many others better men and women in 

many ways.   I will never forget what he gave me. 

Mike Koestler 

A Mentor 
Mitch was an amazing man.  He brought me into the business in 

1978.  His guidance and extraordinary work ethics helped me to 

excel.  He definitely was my driving force making me see things from 
a different perspective.  Today, I am a strong and driven individual 

because of Mitch.  My thoughts and prayers go out to his family - he is 

a man that will never be forgotten.   

The following is a poem written by Mary Frye (1932) that I think sums 
it all up. 

 Do Not Stand At My Grave and Weep 
  Do not stand at my grave and weep, 

  I am not there, I do not sleep. 

  I am a thousand winds that blow. 
  I am a diamond glint on snow. 

  I am the sunlight on ripened grain. 

  I am the gentle autumn rain. 
  When you wake in the morning hush, 

  I am the swift, uplifting rush. 

  Of quiet birds in circling flight 
  I am the soft starlight at night. 

  Do not stand at my grave and weep. 

  I am not there, I do not sleep. 
  Do not stand at my grave and cry. 

  I am not there, I did not die! 

 

Barbara Elias-Blankenship 



  

One of a Kind 

Mitch was one of the best merchants the company ever had.   On the surface he was rough and 

tough -- a very tenacious and intense negotiator -- always pushing and working to make money for 

Osco. His intensity and energy levels were bottomless.  Mitch was also a real caring and loving 
person who did his best to help whoever asked for help or guidance without any consideration of 

receiving a payback or personal gain. His integrity was beyond question.  
  
There are many antidotes and legends that have been told and will continue to be told about his 
uniqueness that are probably best left to oral tradition.  One that is very seldom mentioned was his 

creativity -- that was always in play but for most of the time hidden beneath the surface of his 

larger than life personality. This creativity was probably best demonstrated when serving at the 

seasonal desk (school, stationary, card shop, etc.) days in the very early 80's.  That is over 30 years 

ago -- and some details get lost.  
  
I joined the Seasonal and Hardlines Group just before the 1980 "Toy Show" which is held in 

February of each year.  At that time, here were a number of folks who brought their previous 

Turn*Style experiences to bear in bringing an exceptional "seasonal" marketing orientation to the 
Osco Drug/Sav-on of the time.  As the "rookie", Mitch and Austin Stanton took me under their 

wing and allowed me to attend many of their meetings with the principle vendors of the Christmas 

Industry.  I witnessed Mitch actually begin with the ultimate "end product objective in his mind"  - 
a price point at which Osco would still make high margins while on ad or even after Christmas 

markdowns were applied.  For example, a 30 count of Christmas bows could actually have costs 

levels controlled / reduced by limiting the number of 'Red Bows" in the package or changing the 
sizing of individual bows. Christmas wrap paper could be affected by changing the size of the core 

around which the paper was rolled, the quality and weight of the paper -- or better yet the creation 

of taking that similar wrap and creating what became to be known has "Flat Wrap" and a key 
promotional value item. This all required extra effort and thought on Mitch's part -- as well as 

cooperation from the suppliers. This was to be Mitch's overall approach to merchandising and 

marketing throughout his career regardless of category or role.  
  
In the end, it took courage and tenacity to limit Osco's program to two vendors split geographically 

across the country. He was devoted to doing what was right regardless of who was made happy or 

unhappy. In the end, it all worked out and Mitch changed the way we manage the category and 
made us money.  .Mitch, the man, husband, father, grandfather, merchant, and friend will be 

missed and long remembered.  

John Dvorak 

 

A Softer Side 
I had a lot of fun at Mitch's expense. He could dish it 

out and he could take it.  We first met when I was a 

23 year old Osco New Store Set-up Coordinator 

based in the 1818 Oakbrook office. At that time 

Mitch was the greeting card buyer. All of the card 

department layouts, for new and remodeled stores, 
had to reviewed and approved by Mitch.  While 

reviewing prints with Mitch, I noticed he had a 
picture of himself and a friend in hunting gear. I 

asked Mitch if he did a lot of hunting and I received 

a Mitch response, "No I just dress up like that for 
Halloween!” I laughed and Mitch actually cracked a 

smile.   
 

Six years later. I had the opportunity to work with 
Mitch who by now had moved onto managing the 

alcohol and beverage team. While sitting in Mitch's 

office one day in November, Mitch invited me to go 
hunting with him and Rich Dobey. He said he would 

let me know what time. This was on a Tuesday. By 

Friday I had not heard back from Mitch so I figured 
his plans had changed. Wrong!  I lived in Vernon 

Hills, IL about five miles away from Mitch. At 4:30 

AM on Saturday, my door bell rings repeatedly! I go 
down to the door and look through the sidelight and 

there is a guy in an orange cap smoking a cigarette 

and pacing back and forth on my porch. After 
shaking off the cobwebs and realizing it was Mitch, I 

opened the door. Mitch took one look at me in my 

sleeping attire and said, "So that's how you dress for 
hunting! Great! You may want to put on some pants! 

Are you going or not?" I responded give me 15 

minutes. Mitch's reply, "You've got 10 and then I'm 
leaving!" I was in the car in ten minutes.  What I 

really learned was that Mitch was that he was like an 

M&M - . Intense, tough and hard on the outside but 

great big soft hearted person on the inside.  
Mark Panzer 

  

 

A Boss 
I had the good fortune of working for 25 years in the Liquor 
Department at the company’s office.  During that time I 

worked with some of the best buyers Osco had -- from Ted 

Dost, George Poulos to Bob Vonderhaar.  However, it was 
Mitch that transformed the department into the retail leader it 

became.  Osco was the major destination within the industry 
for these products.  The presidents of all the major houses 

came to call on Mitch to express their appreciation for his 

leadership and business.   

 

Rocky Wirtz, Buddy Romano, Fred Cooper and Dick 

Leinenkugal all visited.  They made sure their best 
representatives called on Mitch and sent in all their top 

spokespersons.  And when they called on Mitch, the whole 

office was filled with an air of excitement as a Stan Mikita, 
Keith Magnuson, Ron Kittle, Jill Ireland, Bartles and James 

would walk through the building.   

 
I am sure no one will forget the day Elvira - Mistress of the 

Dark, came to visit Oak Brook.  She had the whole office 

straining to get a peek.  It was one of the few times I actually 
saw Mitch get flustered - I think the vendor could have 

talked him into anything that day!      

  
With Mitch, every day brought something new.  He was 

always thinking of ways to drive the business; from initiating 

wine tastings, vendor sponsored sales contests, theme ads 
like the "Holiday Cookie Ads" which featured recipes with 

liquor.  Mitch always tried to be ahead of the competition; 

but that was Mitch:  tough, determined and always wanting 
to be the best.  Vendors feared him but respected him.  I was 

asked to help in the planning of the "Liquor Man of the Year 

Award" given to Mitch by the industry; held at Chicago’s 
Field Museum, the dinner was spectacular and the setting fit 

the occasion of the Man. 

  
Our department shared many wonderful moments and has 

great memories to share.  However, one of them really sticks 

in my mind and it was Mitch's 50th birthday.  We had 
decorated his office with "Over the Hill" decorations and I 

placed black footprints from the lobby leading to his 

office.  Mitch had a habit of flying through the lobby doors, 
head down and briefcase in hand, as he charged to his 

office.  Sure enough that morning Mitch came charging in 

like a "Man on a Mission" to make Osco the   'BEST, 

BETTER THAN ALL THE REST' 

Diane Heatter  

Mitch 

Oddo 
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A Bad Hair Day 
In the early 1990’s while we were in our weekly Chain-Wide 
Ad Committee (CWAC) meeting at Oak Brook, IL.   Mitch 

walked briskly by the door wearing in his usual dapper 3 

piece suit but donning a baseball cap; apparently he had 
toupee failure that morning  

 
I knew Mitch to be a task master and a shrewd 
negotiator.  He once discontinued advertising Miller 

Brewing products when they didn’t perform up to his 

expectations; it didn’t take long for Miller to see the 
light!  Mitch would lay out a plan for his category 

management team and then hold them accountable to get 

things done in a manner that he expected; always firm and 
fair in his business dealings. 

 
While Mitch was always “about” the business it was easy to 
get to his softer side by asking him about his 

family.  Mention his kids and he would immediately tell you 

what they were up to and how he enjoyed being with 
them.  Mitch also loved to hunt and fish but I think he rarely 

took time to enjoy the outdoors that he loved.   

Gary Hunstiger 

 

 



 

  

An Innovative Category 
Manager 
I called on Osco for many years and got to know Mitch 
very well and work with him for almost 30 years.  I 

remember Mitch had replaced Bob Vonderhaar as liquor 

buyer in the mid-1980s.  Among the first things Mitch 
did was to completely change the planograms in the 

liquor departments.  I remember spending long days and 

nights handwriting the planograms as Mitch was 
meticulous in doing it right, and the tools available today 

weren’t even thought of then. Wine at the time was 

organized by brand.  All the Gallo wines were displayed 
together, and so forth. Mitch felt that the customer was 

becoming more sophisticated.   

 
He was the first to organize by type, putting all the 

chardonnays together. Moves like this started putting 

Osco and Sav-on departments on the map.  Aggressively 
merchandising and advertising the departments, Mitch 

helped move the Osco and the Jewel-Osco stores to 

become the #1 liquor/beer/wine outlet in the state of 
Illinois.  Despite advances by outlets like Costco and 

independents like Binney, this is a position Jewel-Osco 

still holds. 

John Barry  

 

A Family Guy 
I met Mitch in 1991.  We married in 

Chicago 1996, moved to Park City, UT 
with American Stores in 1996.  Our son 

Sam was born in 1997, we moved to 

Boise, ID in 1999 with Albertsons, 
moved to Minnesota in 2007 with 

Supervalu.  Mitch retired from 
Supervalu in 2010, took a job with 

LeVecke Distributing in 2010 and was 

currently employed with them when he 
passed away in spring of 2014.  We 

traveled to England, France, Italy, 

Germany, Mexico, and Hawaii.  Mitch 
loved to bird hunt, and loved to fish.  He 

loved his children and grandchildren 

and would prefer to just be with all of 
his family over anything.  He loved his 

football, and baseball, and loved to 

gamble at the local casinos, and of 
course Las Vegas.  He loved 

entertaining friends, neighbors, family 

at the house, and I cooked and 
entertained for all.  He was King of his 

Castle, and I made sure he lived his life 

this way.  Sam was the love of his life, 
knowing how blessed he was to have a 

son at 48 years old.  
 

He never missed a single hockey, 
baseball or football game of 

Sam's.  Mitch graduated from Drake 

University, worked for Turn*Style, 
Osco and Jewel-Osco.  He raised money 

for Children of Hope and was Man of 

the Year twice.  Mitch was born in 
Chicago, moved to the suburbs when he 

was around 8 years old. He worked very 

hard to become the man he was, and 
even though he was "tough" his heart 

was a soft teddy bear inside. He was 

unique, and we all know there will 
never be another Mitch.  He was a 

simple man you would see him talking 

to the neighborhood guys, he would 
give them pointers on training their 

dogs, the history of winemaking, and he 

would treat them like his team and 

invite them over for games and 

cards.  He loved people, he loved 
family, he loved his home, and he lived 

life the way he wanted. He took care of 

everyone, but himself, which was the 
most important thing he could have 

done for all of us who dearly loved him. 

Karel Oddo 

 

Getting the Point Across 
I represented a number of liquor distributors over the 

years and was the liaison to Osco. Mitch hated price 

increases!  Once I was accompanied by two ladies 

representing the company, came in with what I felt was a 

ridiculous price increase on Drambuie.  While reviewing 
with Mitch at the Oak Brook office, he looked over the 

paperwork, and then rolled it up, put the papers in a tall 
Pilsner beer glass and set them on fire.  Then Mitch 

started panicking, thinking the building’s sprinkler 

system would turn on.  He then poured a coke on the 
fire, which resulted in a smoldering, smoking mess.  

Really worried now, Mitch grabbed the glass, and ran 

me and the two ladies out of the building.   
 

While negotiating with suppliers, Mitch introduced a 

system of EOQ, EOY, EOM credits and rebates.  He 
would commit to vendors what he could sell of their 

product, and if he (Osco/Sav-on) performed, would ask 

for monies back at the end of the month, end of year, etc.  
This was new to the industry and not that popular with 

the suppliers, but was the result of tough negotiations by 

Mitch.  That system continues to this day. 

Jay Sartor  

A Store Manager and 
Beyond 
I first met Mitch in 1971 when he was a management 

trainee at the Schaumburg, IL Turn*Style store.  I was 

the Sales Manager (district manager) for the Drug & 
Variety section of the store.  Mitch would make it a 

point to walk together with the management team when 

I visited the store.  It was clear from my first encounter 
that he knew what was going on and played a big part in 

making the store shine.  He was super high energy and 

no nonsense but had a great sense of humor.  I wish I 
had a picture of him to share from that era because he 

still had a full head of hair!  He always dressed 

impeccably wearing his blue vest and tie with shined 
shoes regardless if he was unloading a truck or meeting 

with a vendor.    I can't remember the sequence but 

Mitch advanced very quickly to be the section manager 
of the Drug & Variety dept. of a number of Turn*Style 

stores.  I believe he worked at the Deerfield and Skokie 

locations.  I also remember that during this time he 
worked for John Brooks in the Domestic Section of 

Turn*Style.  It was no easy task for someone used to 

keeping cans and bottles neat to transition to piece 
goods, yarn and curtains but he did it and ran very high 

standards.   At some point during the mid-1970's he 

went into the Franklin Park office in the role of an 
assistant buyer of the stationary & school dept. 
 

In 1974, it was decided to decentralize the operations of 

the Turn*Style stores.   John Spurlock and Harvey 
Durand picked the best operators that they could find to 

move out of Chicago and operate the outer markets of 

Turn*Style.  Mitch was chosen to be the operator of one 
of the Omaha stores working with George Stearns to try 

and turn the market around.  I was the outer zone DM 

for Turn*Style in 1976 and would always look forward 
to visiting that market to see the progress that was being 

made in the stores.   Mitch applied his operating skills 

and raised the standards to outstanding levels.    One 
thing he could not do however was to change the 

perception in the consumers mind that Turn*Style was a 
store of high prices.  Kmart was operating in the market 

with four or more stores and was beating our prices by a 

large percent.  Eventually, this led to the erosion of sales 
and profits in all of the highly competitive outer 

markets.  (Mitch's store at 20th & Ames was profitable 

up to the end.)    When the decision was made to sell the 
Turn*Style stores in 1978,  Mitch fought hard to get his 

people placed in new jobs with Venture and relocate 

management people back to the Chicago Jewel-Osco 
stores.  As a very competitive person he was devastated 

by the sale of the stores.   

 
Mitch returned to the Oakbrook office after the sale and 

went on to be the buyer and marketer for not only 

school supplies but eventually beer and alcohol for 
which he is well known.    I had a chance to work 

closely with Mitch again when in the late 1980's he was 

responsible for developing the marketing plan and 
merchandising layouts for the liquor department in the 

Sav-on stores.  As usual he did a great job of raising the 

sales and improving the profits of those stores.     My 
last opportunity to work with Mitch was in 1997 at the 

American Stores office in Salt Lake.  He by that time 

had risen to be responsible for the beer and alcohol 
departments in all of the American Stores 

companies.  We both lived in Park City, UT and would 

drive together quite often.  As usual, Mitch was never 
satisfied with his results and was always striving to 

make things better even though he had already had 
made great contributions to the business.   
 

The last time I saw Mitch was at the Osco’s 75th reunion 

gala event in 2012.  I am glad I was able to sit with him 
& Karel and share old memories.  I will truly miss him. 

John Terry 

 

Mitch 

Oddo 
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Cliff Wallace 

Former District Manager 
 

Clifford G. Wallace, 79, passed away on Saturday, October 4, 2014 at 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago following a lengthy illness.  He 
was born August 23, 1935 in Princeton, Minnesota, the son of Lloyd and 
Ethel (Snow) Wallace. He graduated from Princeton High School and 
attended Pharmacy School at North Dakota State University. He married 
Elizabeth Sipple on December 29, 1956 in Minneapolis. He worked for 
Osco Drug for many years and later Thrifty White Drug, where he was 
President and CEO, retiring in 2000. In 2010 the couple moved to Huntley 
and Clifford enjoyed time with his family and grandchildren. He liked to 
read, vacation and go fishing with his children in Canada. 
 

He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth Betty of Huntley; his children, Diane 
(Howard) Sepulvado of Shakopee, Minnesota, Mary (Andrew, M.D.) Krock 
of Arlington Heights, Tamara (Kevin) Flynn of Nashua, New Hampshire, 
John (Tina) Wallace of Wilmington, Delaware, Karen (John) Belich and 
Bob (Jill) Wallace all of St. Charles, Illinois and 22 grandchildren. 

 

Sue Brehm 

Traffic Specialist 
 

Susan L. Brehm, 59, of Woodridge, IL died on Thursday, October 30, 
2014. She is survived by her mother, Joanne Brehm; her brothers, John 
W. and Richard C.; her sisters, Karin Kugach, 
Sandra Brehm Peters, Marcia McIntyre; and 
many nieces and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by her father, John E.; and her brother 
Robert Thomas. Susan worked for American 
Drug Stores and later Jewel Osco's Traffic 
Department from November 1976 to present. 
Susan was devoted to her career, family, 
friends and "Coco" and "Ginger". Services 
private. In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made in her memory to an organization 
dedicated to saving the lives of dogs and cats, 
Almost Home Foundation, PO Box 308, Elk Grove Village, IL, 60009.  Sue 
was one of the friendliest people one could ever meet.  We will never 
forget her smile and her laughter. 
 

 

Ted Lorentzen 

Retired Loss Prevention District Manager 
 
Long time alumni club member Ted Lorentzen passed away peacefully on 
November 6, 2014 at his home in Henderson, 
NV after a two and a half year battle with 
cancer.  Ted began his career with Jewel when 
he was 16 and continued working as a part time 

employee until he 
enlisted in the 
Navy.  He spent most of his four year stint on 
the Aircraft Carrier, USS Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. After completion of service, Ted 
returned to Jewel as a store auditor.  In 1972 
he joined the Osco Loss Prevention team's 
auditing department and was later promoted 
to audit manager where he served until his 
retirement in 1991. 
A service was held in Las Vegas on 
November 15.  Ted was cremated and his 
ashes will be buried in Illinois at a later date.  
Ted’s wife of 22 years, Donna, was very 

strong and courageous during Ted's battle with cancer.  Our thoughts are 
with Donna and her family at this difficult time.   Although his battle with 
cancer was a difficult one, Ted maintained a positive and productive life to 
the end.  Ted will always be remembered for the positive influence he had 
over all those he touched. 

 

 

Glen Henricks 

Former Vice President of Advertising 
 

Glen R. Henricks, 84, beloved husband and best friend of Margaret 
(Leaverton) Henricks, died peacefully at Lake Forest Hospital in Illinois on 
October 16. Born in Chicago in 1930, Glen 
excelled in all sports and in the classroom.  
When he graduated college, he received the 
Wall Street Journal Award for Economics. He 
met his future wife (Margaret Leaverton) at 
crosstown Mac Murray College. Rejected for 
Military Service because of his punctured ear 
drum, they got married after Glen completed 
graduate school at Michigan State (Retail 
Marketing). They started their life together in 
Evanston, Illinois. They've been married for 62 
years. His business career started in advertising 
at Northern Trust Bank in Chicago. Four years 
later, he helped open several very successful "Surprise Shop" toy stores, 
before changing jobs and working for the Jewel Tea Company. At Jewel Tea, 
he was a Route Salesman, then promoted to Buyer of men's wear, 
housewares, and toys. Jewel bought Osco Drug and Glen was promoted to 
join the Osco buying group. A year later, Jewel bought Turn*Style, a Boston 
based 5 store discount chain, and his buying responsibilities included toys, 
sporting goods, camera, hardware, paint, automotive, and garden 
merchandise. The plan was to build a Turn*Style or Osco Drug store 
adjacent to a Jewel food store whenever possible. Over time, the Osco Drug 
stores were more profitable and more predictable then Turn*Style and 
eventually the Turn*Style stores were sold.  

Glen became VP of Advertising and Public Relations at Osco. During that 
time, he was also elected to the Board of Directors of School District #110, 
grades K-9 in Deerfield, where his family was living. He served as Deacon of 
the 1st Presbyterian Church of Deerfield, and President of the Men's Sports 
Club of Deerfield High, successfully adding Mothers to the Sports Club. After 
24 successful years at Jewel, he left to help run a 19 store drug chain in 
Milwaukee for 2 years before it was sold to Walgreens. Out of work briefly, 
Glen was recruited to sell private label, disposable diapers to retailers 
around the country. Private label growth was a new concept and the new 
company, Confab, was very successful nationwide. Glen eventually retired in 
1995. Survived by his wife, Margaret, they have 5 married children: Tom 
(living in Nashville), Peter (Atlanta), Jon (Boise), Jim (Mundelein), and Sally 
(Indianapolis), and 10 Grandchildren.  
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Remembering Glen 
In December 1966 when I was at Turn*Style #701 in Racine, WI in the 
middle of high season of Christmas rush here comes Glen Henricks and 
Ray Stone for a surprise visit - good thing we faced out the night before. 
They invited me up to the snack bar for coffee.  During the chatter Glen 
offered me a position at 1955 (Melrose Park Office in Illinois) to join the 
Merchandise Services group as a buyer.  In January 1967, as I was 
preparing to drive to 1955 for my first day on the job.   Glen called me and 
said there was a big snow storm there and said he would pick me up in 
Racine and we would do some store visits in Wisconsin. Glen took the 
“country bumpkin” under his wings and took us on tours of home R&D and 
helped us ease into the big city.  I commuted to 1955 from Racine for the 
nine months while our home was on the market and we were awaiting the 
birth of our second child.  At 1955, my desk was next to Glen’s so he could 
keep an eye on me. Across the aisle was Don Perkins office with a big 
window that we could see into his office.  Glen made sure that our desks 
were in the best looking desks in the area. Besides Glen watching me, Don 
also did and sometimes he would stop buy and ask what was “HOT”.  As 
we both moved on to other opportunities within the business, Glen was 
always there with words of encouragement.  All of us have had our 
“mentors’ that have helped us over the years so hopefully you can have 
your reflections on yours. 
 
I express my condolences to Glen’s family and hope the memories of Glen 
live on.           Jerry Gonyo 

 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/1588-2014-october-16-glen-henricks
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Easter Seals has been helping individuals with 
disabilities and special needs, and their families, 
live better lives for nearly 100 years. From child 
development centers to physical rehabilitation 
and job training for people with disabilities, 
Easter Seals offers a variety of services to help 
people with disabilities address life's challenges 
and achieve personal goals. 

 
Tragedy Leads to Inspiration 
In 1907, Ohio-businessman Edgar Allen lost his 
son in a streetcar accident. The lack of adequate 
medical services available to save his son 
prompted Allen to sell his business and begin a 
fund-raising campaign to build a hospital in his 
hometown of Elyria, Ohio. Through this new 
hospital, Allen was surprised to learn that 
children with disabilities were often hidden from 
public view. Inspired by this discovery, in 1919 
Allen founded what became known as the 
National Society for Crippled Children, the first 
organization of its kind. 

 
The Birth of the Seal 
In the spring of 1934, the organization launched 
its first Easter "seals" campaign to raise money 
for its services. To show their support, donors 
placed the seals on envelopes and letters. 
Cleveland Plain Dealer cartoonist J.H. Donahey 
designed the first seal. Donahey based the 
design on a concept of simplicity because those 
served by the charity asked "simply for the right 
to live a normal life." 
The lily - a symbol of spring - was officially 
incorporated as Easter Seals' logo in 1952 for its 
association with resurrection and new life and 
has appeared on each seal since. 
 

 

 
Easter Seals Emerges 
The overwhelming public support for the Easter 
"seals" campaign triggered a nationwide 
expansion of the organization and a swell of 
grassroots efforts on behalf of people with 
disabilities. By 1967, the Easter "seal" was so 
well recognized, the organization formally 
adopted the name "Easter Seals." 
 

Easter Seals Today 
Easter Seals offers help, hope and answers to 
more than a million children and adults living 
with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and other 
disabilities or special needs and their families 
each year. Services and support are provided 
through a network of more than 550 sites in the 
U.S. and through Ability First Australia. Each 
center provides exceptional services that are 
individualized, innovative, and family-focused 
and tailored to meet specific needs of the 
particular community served. 
 

Americans With Disabilities Act 
Easter Seals also advocates for the passage of 
legislation to help people with disabilities 
achieve independence, including the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). Passed in 1990, the 
ADA prohibits discrimination against anyone 
who has a mental or physical disability, 
guaranteeing the civil rights of people with 
disabilities. 
 
At the core of the Easter Seals organization is a 
common passion for caring, shared by its 
23,000 staff members and thousands of 
volunteers, and by those who support its 
mission. This heartfelt commitment to helping 
people with disabilities and their families is what 
Easter Seals is all about.   

 
One of the most unique things about Easter Seals is 
that it is not the same in every neighborhood around 
the country.  The services offered in Illinois, Southern 
California and Massachusetts for instance, reflect the 
specific needs of those communities and that is a very 
important aspect of this organization. 
 
Typical services include: 

o Adult Services 
o Aquatic Programs 
o Autism (ASD) Services 
o Camping & Recreation 
o Cerebral Palsy Services 
o Children's Services 
o Employment & Training 
o Family Support Services 
o Medical Rehabilitation 
o Military & Veteran Services 
o Senior Services 
 

Easter Seals as one of the largest non-profits in the 
United States that isn't trying to cure anything.   
 
The focus is very simple:   

 To offer help and assistance to adults and 
children who may be struggling because of a 
disability from an accident or from birth.  

 To always remember that people with disabilities 
have the same value and deserve the same 
respect as anyone else.  If they need a bit of 
assistance to get up onto that level playing field 
of life...that is what Easter Seals is for.   
 

It's not about pity; it's about being a person - the same 
as any other person.  

Easter Seals 

If you would like to donate a tax-deductible gift to Easter 
Seals please email Dan Quinn at dan.quinn@essc.org 
 
Dan feels very lucky to work for this amazing and 
dedicated organization.    

Dan Quinn  
Phone: (714) 697-0301 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club Board Member,  
Dir. of Corporate Relations, Easter Seals Southern 

California 
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