
 

 

 

 
 

Safeway’s Dominick’s Grocery 

Chain exits Chicago Market    
 

Earlier this year, Safeway’s Dominick’s banner announced its 
decision to exit the Chicago market so the chain can focus 
efforts in other operating areas where its business is stronger. 
Safeway  continues to be actively engaged in a process to 
identify purchasers for its remaining stores in the Chicago 
market.  Safeway said in late October it will shut down any 
unsold Dominick’s stores in Illinois by December 28, 2013. 

 
Of the 72 Dominick's stores, four have been sold to Boise, 

Idaho-
based 
Albertsons, 
parent 
company of 
Jewel-
Osco, and 
eleven 
stores sold 
to 
Mariano's, 
a division 
of Roundy's 
Supermark
ets, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Roundy's will take possession of the 
stores during a transition period that will take place over the 
next two months.  The office of Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel has formed a task force to try to find buyers for any 
Dominick's locations still vacant after Safeway exits the 
market late this month.  According to a statement from 
Emanuel quoted in the Chicago Tribune, "It is essential as we 
go through this transition that we do all we can to ensure 
these stores are returned to active use so we can minimize 
impact on food access in our communities and ensure these 
economic anchors continue to benefit our neighborhoods. It is 
also critical that we do whatever we can to support the 
workers at these stores and their families."   

 
The reports said the Deputy Mayor will head the task force, 
which will include representatives from the Chicago City 
Council, labor, city departments and industry experts. The 
task force will focus on the economic impact of store closings; 
ensure access to fresh produce in key areas of the city; and 
protect and support workers affected by the closings "in any 
fashion possible," according to the published reports. 
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Roger Carpenter not seeking  

Re-election as Club President  

                                         (see page 2)  
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While this may come as a surprise to many of you, I 
have decided to not stand for re-election on the Alumni 
Club’s Board of Directors next year.  It has been my 
pleasure to be of service to Osco and Sav-on 
associates as an Alumni Club Board Member since my 
official retirement from active work in 1998.  During my 
first three years on the board, Tork Fuglestad was our 
President and I was the Hospitality Chairman.  This 
involved organizing and setting up our semi-annual 
social events in the Chicago area.  I put together 
several early December banquets with a Christmas 
party theme and some really fun spring luncheons.  We 
eventually gravitated away from the Christmas 
functions since folks were so busy during that time 
frame. But they were pleasurable events and we had a 
great time putting them together.   
 
In late 2000, Tork approached me about assuming the 
President’s responsibilities so I have served as the 
leader of your Alumni Club for the past 13 years.  I 
must admit that it has been both rewarding and 
challenging in terms of expanding our membership and 
participation levels.  One can look at the glass as half 
empty or half full.  I am an optimistic, but very 
pragmatic, individual so I’ll share some thoughts on 
both.  Let’s start with the positives.  When I began my 
tenure we had a paid membership of about 170.  Today 
that number stands at well over 350 in spite of an aging 
base and the passing of several dear souls each year.  
On the event participation level, we have had several 
home runs.  In August 2012 the Alumni Club organized 
our 75

th
 Anniversary Reunion at Pheasant Run in 

Chicago. It was a lot of work but an enormous success 
and provided long lasting memories for close to 300 in 
attendance.  In addition, board member Jerry Gonyo 
hosts an annual Sunday brunch in Scottsdale, Arizona 
every spring that is actively attended by the relatively 
limited number of folks in residence. This past October, 
Dan Quinn organized the first Sav-on reunion in the 
Los Angeles area.  The event had nearly 200 
participants which I think is terrific for our initial club 
function.  And Larry Wahlstrom and his group are 
finalizing plans for a big New England reunion to be 
held this coming June in Boston with around 225 folks 
planning to attend by last count.  All of these 
extravaganzas provided, or will provide, long cherished 
remembrances of their friends at the event. 
 
.  . 
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So now let me address some of our opportunities.  
While it is nice that we have doubled our membership 
in the Alumni Club, one has to wonder what our true 
potential is with the thousands of former work 
associates out there and, more importantly, how do we 
reach them?  How do we get our membership base to 
700, 800, or 1,000?  It is bewildering to me to think that 
there are unattached alumni out there that haven’t 
joined us in order to remain in social contact with 
friends and colleagues from many, many work years  
Even more frustrating is the relatively weak turn out we 
are experiencing at our Chicagoland social get-
togethers with the noted exception of our 75

th
 Reunion.  

Our recent average attendance is 40-45 but has been 
as low a little over 30 for our fall 2013 dinner.  
 
There are literally hundreds and hundreds of former 
Osco employees living in the Chicago area so these 
low numbers are very discouraging and emotionally 
distressing for me. Your board has tried many new 
avenues and alternate dates, times, and locations but 
we seem to end up with the same relatively low number 
present.  I’ve tried everything I can think of to expand 
our base and our participation level at the Chicago 
events but the results continue at disappointing levels.  
For this reason I feel it is time for a new leader to take 
command of the Alumni Club, bring forth some new 
ideas, and hopefully garner some additional interest. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed all of my work and activities 
associated with the Alumni Board.  It has been a labor 
of love and an invigorating experience to continue to be 
of service to all the great Osco and Sav-on folks that I 
toiled with for 47 years -- 31 years of active work where 
I actually got paid and another 16 years as a volunteer 
on the Board.  It has been memorable, fun, and 
enjoyable.  It has been great to work with so many 
dedicated and talented people that have served on our 
present and past Boards.  I thank each and every one 
of you.  While I will not be participating in normal 
activities after the first of the year, I will obviously be 
available on an ad hoc basis to be whatever assistance 
or advice I can be. 
 
Lastly, while I am not going anywhere, you will be 
hearing a lot less from me come January.  I will 
certainly plan to attend our functions and I plead with 
you one last time, to make every attempt to join us. 
Events are announced months in advance so put them 
on your calendar, come out, and have some fun. I can 
guarantee you that you will enjoy it. 
 
Stay happy, stay healthy, and stay in touch! 

   Roger 
 

Roger Carpenter 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/clubnews/announcements/1244-roger-carpenter-not-seeking-re-election-as-club-president-in-2014preisdentnot-runni
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 
everyone! 
 
I hope you all had a fun summer (summer 
seems like it was such a long time ago).  If 
you can’t stand the cold, I hope you are 
able to spend a few weeks this winter 
where the weather is beautiful!   
 
In this newsletter you will see we had quite 
a number of alumni events held in 2013 
and more planned for 2014.  The first ever 
Sav-on alumni event took place in 
California on October 13. This dinner was 
organized by board member Dan Quinn. 

It’s a treat for me to see photos of so many 
of our California members who I have been 
in touch with via email correspondence for 
years but have never met or seen in 
photos!  An upcoming Osco Drug reunion 
dinner in Boston organized by Larry 
Wahlstrom is on track for June 20, 2014.       

 
As we’ve mentioned so many times, you 
do not have to be a member to attend our 
social events.  I’m personally thankful to 
many for inviting me to an event when I 
was still working.  Who knew that I’d now 
be a member, plus on the Board of 
Directors so many years ago when I was a 
guest!  Come on out to one of our events 
and bring a friend.  The more the merrier! 
 
On a sad note, I report that four of our 
members have passed away – Don Lohr, 
Jim Heim, Craig Rogers, and David 
Zanardi. 

 
I welcome your comments as well as any 
info you’d like to share with members. 
Email me your news or if you prefer, send 
via USPS to the club’s P.O. Box.  
Additionally, running for a seat on the 
Board.  New people plus new ideas equals 
a better club for all members.  I can 
guarantee you’ll enjoy the experience and 
find a great deal of personal satisfaction!   

 
 

Barbara Salerno 
Director, Administration 
Editor, Connections  

    Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024       
Lombard, IL 60148-8024 

oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

Len Thielen Resigns 
from Alumni Club Board

 

In October, board member Len Thielen 
announced his plans to resign from the 
Alumni Club Board of Directors effective 
immediately, to focus on personal 
matters.  We all thank Len for his 
contributions to the club during his eight 
year tenure on the board where he held 
responsibilities of planning Chicagoland 
social events and recruitment of new 
members. 
 
 

 

January 2014  
Home Mailing  

 
The 2014 Alumni Club Member 
Directory will be mailed to all active 
members shortly after the first of the 
year.  The mailing also includes the 
2014 dues/membership renewal letter 
and a member opinion survey.  2014 
dues is $15.  For the printing and 
distribution, this package is being mailed 
to the address listed in your member 
profile at the club’s website as of 
December 21, 2013.      

Welcome New 
Members! 

 

Marie Elena Constantino 
12161 Diane Street 
Whittier, CA  90604-2552 
Email: meconstantino@msn.com 

 
Sallie Hall 
9556 W. Mountain View, Unit B 
Peoria, AZ  85345-6979  
Phone: (623) 476-7165 
Email: wrightonsallie@aol.com 

 
Gordon McGuff (Joanne) 

659 Huntswood Lane 
Canyon County, CA  91387 
Phone: (661) 360-7304 
Email: jo.mac@roadrunner.com 

 
Dorothy Moynihan (Bill) 

28123 Alava 
Mission Viejo, CA  92692-1615 
Phone: (949) 305-7281 
Email: dorothymoynihan@gmail.com 

 
Gordon ‘Ray’ Nave (Jan) 

12161 Diane Street 
Garden Grove, CA  92840-3222 
Email: navefmly@socal.rr.com 

 
Francine Razny (Mark) 

928 Knollside Rd 
New Lenox, IL  60451-3625 
Phone: (708) 334-0996 
Email: francine306@sbcglobal.net 

 
Peggy Weller 

222 Hillcrest Street 
Anaheim, CA  92807-3923 
Phone: (714) 998-0619 

 
Additional information for members may 
be listed in the club’s on-line directory.  

You must log-in to access.  On your 
profile, you can add a photo, your 
work history, select mailing 
preference and add links to your 
Facebook and LinkedIn.  Click on 
the ‘Access Your Profile’ link after 
logging in or simply click HERE. 

 

mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=userprofile&user=82&Itemid=6
mailto:meconstantino@msn.com
mailto:wrightonsallie@aol.com
mailto:jo.mac@roadrunner.com
mailto:dorothymoynihan@gmail.com
mailto:navefmly@socal.rr.com
mailto:francine306@sbcglobal.net
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&Itemid=6
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The Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 

board of directors takes no greater 
pleasure than wishing you and yours a 
very MERRY CHRISTMAS!  We extend 
a special holiday greeting to all of our 
members and friends across this great 
country.  Most of us have been blessed 
with good health, loving families, caring 
friends, productive careers, and strong 
faith to guide us through both the difficult 
times and the joyous occasions.   

 
As the Holiday Season approaches, our 
thoughts turn gratefully to our many 
colleagues over the years that helped to 
make our careers grow and our 
businesses thrive. We were truly 
blessed to work together and achieve 
what we did.  Best wishes of the season 
to each and every one of you.  
 
So, what is all this Christmas season all 
about?  Well, it’s about many things… 
gifts, parties, traditions, tinsel, carols, 
ornaments, banquets, candies, and on 
and on.  While the joys and merriment of 
the season are lots of fun, we need to 
remind ourselves that Christmas is not 
just gift-wrapped packages and feasting.  
It is a time of prayer and remembrance.   
 
Here’s hoping that this Christmas will fill 
your home with joy, your heart with love, 
and your life with laughter and good 
health.  May God bless you and your 
loved ones this Christmas season and 
throughout 2014. 
 

 
 
 

Roger Carpenter 
John Fields  Jerry Gonyo 

Diane Heater  Dean Kelsey    

Gerry Pearsall   Dan Quinn    

Barbara Salerno  Larry Wahlstrom  

Gary Hunstiger 
 

 

 

Website Upgrade Complete 
 

The upgrade and redesign of the club's website to the latest version of Joomla! web-
hosting software was completed in November.  Content and user information has 
been migrated from the original site.  The upgrade addresses several usability 
concerns members brought to our attention.  It also improves how the website 
displays on mobile devices (e.g. iPhone, iPad, etc.).  We opted not to dramatically 
change the basic website design in order to retain a similar navigation experience to 
that of the original site so that members can quickly find and access materials.  Over 
time, we will enable additional functionality - features which will be fun and nostalgic 
for all.  
 
Remember, you need to log-in in order to access content.  Paid members have full 
access to all archives and features of the website.  While you visit this site, if you 
come across any typos, bad grammar, layout issues, color scheme problems, bad 
links or incorrect information, please click on the 'Contact Us' link at the bottom of the 
page and let us know 
 
And finally, please let us know of future content you would like to see or share on the 
website! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Club Website Address: 
www.oscosavonalumni.com 

 

 
 
 
 
Club Email Addresses: 

oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

oscoalumni@yahoo.com 

savonalumni@yahoo.com 

 

With the completion of our website redesign, the 
Board thanks all those who had input into the 
fresh new look and the many enhancements to 
improve our members’ experience while visiting 
the website.  We also thank those for helping to 
test and validate the website after the software 
upgrade and content was migrated from the 
original site.  
 
A special thanks to Gerry Pearsall and Adam 
Piwko for their technical expertise in making all of 

this come to life.  As a memorial gift to the club 
from Adam on behalf of Ken Walker,  Adam is 

donating his time and talent to continue ongoing 
website hosting and maintenance at no charge to 
the Alumni Club.  Ken Walker was a retired 
Osco/Sav-on leader and long time club member 
who passed away in February 2013. 

 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com
mailto:oscoalumni@yahoo.com
mailto:savonalumni@yahoo.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/


 

  

Board of Directors  

Since 1992 
 

We proudly list the past and present 
board members who have provided 
distinguished volunteer services to 
the Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club for 
one or more terms since the 
formation of the club in 1992: 
 

Julie Andrews 
Dominick Archer 

Ed Blazek 
Reg Bogusch 
Stan Carlson 

*Roger Carpenter 
Ron Dilger 
Rex Dobey 
Nan Duwe 

*John Fields 
Lou Frantzen 

Tork Fuglestad 
Dave Gillis 

*Jerry Gonyo 
Chuck Good 
Ron Green 

*Diane Heatter 
Steve Hoffman 

*Gary Hunstiger 
June Hunt 

Bob Johnson 
Jim Johnson 
Lenny Katz 
Betty Kelly 

*Dean Kelsey 
Bill King 

Marge Narsutis 
Mary Palmisano 
*Gerry Pearsall 

*Dan Quinn 
*Barbara Salerno 
Jerry Rutherford 

Ray Seranko 
Bernie Schelonka 

Len Thielen 
Steve Troc 

*Larry Wahlstrom 
 

*Currently Serving 
2013-2014 term 

 
 

 

 

1. Nominate yourself and/or 
another person by 2/15/2014 

2. Send your nomination(s) via 
email to: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
or complete above form and 
mail to the club P.O. Box  

3. Slate of 2014 candidates will 
be finalized on 2/28/2014 

4. 2014 Member Voting Ballot will 
be published on-line by 
3/15/2014 and included in 
March issue of Connections 

5. Voting takes place between 
3/15 and 4/1/2014 

6. Ballots are counted 4/5/2014.   
7. Elected Board for 2014-2015 

term will be announced at 
club’s website on 4/15/2014 

8. Results will be published in the 
June issue of Connections 

9. First meeting of newly elected 
Board convenes in May at 
3030 office in Franklin Park, IL 
and via phone conference 

 
 

 

2014 Election:  

Alumni Club Officers 

and Board of 

Directors 
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Elections 

In the next two months, a slate of 
candidates for the club’s 2014 
board of directors will be 
assembled.  We have several 
openings. Would you consider 
offering your services? The time 
commitment is not large.  We 
typically hold four board meetings 
a year (in person for Chicago area 
board members and via 
conference call for others).  The 
meetings run about 2-3 hours in 
duration Time commitments 
between these meetings would 
depend on your responsibilities 
and special club projects 
underway.    Specialized skills are 
not needed -- we do on-the-job 
training, if needed!  The only 
qualifier is caring about sustaining  
Osco/Sav-on heritage for people 
that worked there.  We have a lot 
of fun at our board meetings too.  
Please contact any board member 
if you want more information or to 
discuss your ideas, candidacy or 
nomination of others.. 
 

Nominations are being accepted 
now up through March 1, 2014 for 
the 2014-2015 term of club board 
positions.    
 

Ballots for member voting will be 
available on-line in March 2014. 
 

 

Positions Open are: 

 President 

 Vice President 

 Treasurer  
 Director at Large  (6 positions) 

 
Nominations can be emailed to: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
or sent via USPS 
 

Enter nominee(s) and 
position below: 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________ 

 
 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024     

Lombard, IL 60148 

mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com
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1. Dennis & Paulette Pierini,  
Dave & Laura Stailey 

2. Lee & Margaret Hoekstra 
3. Early Bird Drawing Winners:  

Sandy Augustyn,  
Barbara Salerno  

4. Dinner Coupon winner: 
Petra Kelsey 

5. Diane & Ken Heatter 
6. Petra & Dean Kelsey 
7. Paula & Haven Ready 
8. Jerry Ostermann 

  

14 

16 

15 

Chicagoland Annual Dinner 
By: Diane Heatter 
 

Kuma's Asian Bistro, in Naperville, Illinois was this year’s selection for a great 
evening of fantastic food and fellowship.  32 members, guests and friends 
attended the dinner.  Club President, Roger Carpenter welcomed the group. He 
encouraged members be active participants in the club and to consider joining  
the Board, especially in wake of the departure of some tenured members at the 
end of the year.  Roger discussed the possibility of holding a club social event in 
2014 on a Friday or on a weekend. In other parts of the country, we have high 
turnout at alumni events when held on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.   While 
the initial response was to keep our current schedule during the week, Roger 
asked for other thoughts on the subject as we plan 2014 events.  It was 
eventually decided to have a spring luncheon on Friday afternoon on April 25, 
2014.  A member survey will be conducted in 2014 so we can obtain opinions 
and suggestions from members who have never or don’t regularly attend club 
social events. 
 

Mary Ann Santiago, former administrative assistant in the pharmacy operations 
department at 1818 Oak Brook attended an alumni event for the first time.  Also 
joining us were members Haven & Paula Ready.  We are fortunate to have 
Haven and Paula make the journey from the state of Washington to our annual 
events.  We recognized both for traveling the farthest to attend. 
 

Lee Hoekstra shared the latest information on Arizona member social activities 
(see the event calendar).  The ROMEO Club meets every Friday between now 
and the end of March 2014.  The Juliets hold their brunches monthly on the 3

rd 

Thursday of each month.  Both recurring events are held at the General Store (a 
restaurant) in Scottsdale, Arizona.  Lee reminded everyone that March 1

st
 and 

2
nd

 2014 are this year’s dated for the annual golf and brunch events - everyone is 
invited.  Dennis Pierini and Dave Stailey provided an update on the changes at 
Jewel-Osco and the progress they are making in the marketplace.  The new 
pricing and advertising programs has seen an increase in customer traffic and 
sales.  Not to mention the exit of Safeway from Chicagoland will improve Jewel-
Osco results next year.  They also indicated that employee morale seems to be 
more positive as a result of the new changes.   Jerry Ostermann introduced a 
product from his latest business endeavor, Lanzi's Nut and Rice Crunch Energy 
bars.  Jerry brought several boxes with him and they were raffled off to the 
group.    
 

In addition to our traditional 50/50 raffle, Kuma's restaurant presented the club 
with two dinner gift certificates which were also raffled.  $50 won by Dennis 
Pierini and $25 was won by Jerry Ostermann for the 50/50 drawing.  Dinner gift 
certificates were won by Petra Kelsey and Jean Schneider.    Thanks to all who 
made reservations prior to the deadline. Winners of the Early Bird drawing for 

FREE dinners were Barbara Salerno and Sandra Augustyn. 

 
 

9. Larry Bejnarowicz,  
Mary Ann Santiago 

10. Jean Schneider,  
Sandy Augustyn  

11. Mary & Stan Carlson  
12. Jean Reichs 
13. Sheri & Jerry Hildebrandt,  

Linda & Reg Bogusch 
14. John & Barb Dvorak  
15. Candy winners:  

Barb Carpenter, Paula Ready 

16. Candy winner: Stan Carlson 
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The first official Sav-on Drug 
reunion took place on a warm 
Sunday afternoon on October 13, 
2013 in Yorba Linda, California. Just 
over 190 people attended the event, 
organized by board member Dan 
Quinn.  There were many 
memorabilia tables displaying 
photos, store uniforms, training 
materials, newspaper ads, corporate 
publications, in-store signage and 
nostalgia spanning the nearly 70 
years of Sav-on’s history. 
  
The dinner tables were dressed in 
alternating red and white Sav-on 
colors.  Floral arrangements were 
provided courtesy of Shushma 
Patel and centerpieces were 
created by Jane Sprote.  Each 
table setting had a copy of the 
August 2013 issue of Connections, 
a list of guests attending the event 
and an Alumni Club address 
magnet. Photography at the dinner 
was provided by    
Stephan Arias Photography.   

 

The First Official 

Sav-on Reunion  

By: Dan Quinn 
 

As I write this recap of the event, it 
has been a little over two months 
since the wonderful night that nearly 
200 of our former Sav-on Drug 
associates gathered together to 
enjoy each other's company. 
 
I've been giving a lot of thought to 
writing this article... thinking about 
what it meant to me and what I think 
it meant to others... 
 
For those of you from the Osco side 
of the "family", thank you for starting 
the ball rolling all these years and 
helping to keep our culture alive in 
the Midwest and regions of the 
country where Sav-on Drug and 
Osco Drug operated.   
 
When I attended the Osco Drug 75

th 

Anniversary Reunion in Chicago in 
August 2012, I was deeply touched 
by the passion that all of us had for 
the work we did together.  

http://stephanarias.com/


 

 

Page 9             

1 

2 

3 4 

5 

Thanks to the efforts of             
Louis Escarcega and Diane 
Lofthouse, you will be able to 
visually be a part of the first Sav-on 
Drug Reunion. 
 
I can't even imagine how many 
hours Louis spent taking literally the 
thousands of photographs from all 
across the years that were sent to 
us by many of you.   
 
We also had lots that were collected 
from prior work locations, etc.  What 
Louis did with them was truly 
spectacular.  He created a dozen 
20" x 30" collages, each one unique 
and special.  With images grouped 
in themes, some from long ago, 
some from social events, some from 
events like fires and earthquakes. 
(see pages 13 and 14 for 
examples).   
 
Log in to the Alumni Club’s website 
to see these beautiful collages and 
many more photos from the event. 
 
My amazing friend Diane 
Lofthouse came early, helped to 
set up the entire room, along with 
about a dozen other truly great 
friends, but then she spent the rest 
of the evening taking photographs 
so that we would have a record of 
the event.  Diane, your photos came 
out beautifully and I cannot thank 
you enough for your friendship and 
your dedication to the company over 
the years. 

1. Jeannie Reynolds, 
Catherine Marquina,     
Marci Amen, Jenny 
Hilliard, Karen Dauven 

2. Wendy Balzar, Joe 
DiCarlo,  
Lorraine Westlund 

3. Roger Frizzelle, Bob 
Godlasky 

4. John Terry, Neil Stacey 
5. Lester Bass, Tom 

Dieterle,  
Carl & June Decker 

6. Rasheed Rahman, Roy 
Aglipay, Larry Kikuchi, 
Jaishri Grant, Earle 
Robinson,  

Cecilia DeBarmore 
6 
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The plan for the event itself was 
very simple - let's bring everyone 
together, have some drinks and nice 
dinner and give everyone as much 
time as possible to visit with each 
other and get reacquainted with old 
friends. 
 
During dinner, we asked some very 
special folks to get up and share 
what it meant to them to be part of 
the Sav-on Drug family. 
 
Talk about a Hall of Fame speaker's 
list:  John Terry, Wanda White, 
Bob Potter, Russ Coon, and 
Maury Freidson each spent a few 
minutes speaking about the 
amazing experiences they had over 
the years... it was truly wonderful to 
hear each of them talk about the 
great teams they had been able to 
work with, and Maury's story from 
many years ago absolutely hit a 
Home Run! 
 
We also had a photographer to take 
portraits of everyone for a memento, 
and we did a revised version of the 
Sav-on Family Feud during dinner 
(the Stores versus the Office), 
reminiscent of the great times we 
used to have at the annual 
Manager's meetings when it was 
part work and part play!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
1. Radha Pandey, Paul G., 

Sharon Goger, Dan Schultz  
2. Rasheed Rahman,  

Hector Barron, Larry Kikuchi 
3. Ken & Karen McCloskey 
4. Chuck & Wanda White,  

John Roehm 
5. Dhiresh Patel,  

Dharmesh Patel,  
Minisha Patel,         
Minesh Patel 

6. Donna Jackson,  
Maury Freidson, Carol Conrad 

7. Dorothy Norton, 
Jesse Guerrero,  
Bob & Joyce Potter 

8. Tammy Bailey, Jack Silver 
9. Jean Cooper, Monty Conrad 
10. Araceli Rice,  

Barbara & Chuck Kibby 

1 

3 4 

2 

5 
6 

7 8 

9 10 
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After dinner we honored two very 
special people for their amazing service 
to Sav-on Drug.  
 

Lorraine Westlund was hired in 1957 

two weeks before the Garden Grove 
store, #39, opened – remember, we only 
used odd numbers.  She was hired by 
Dee Gardener and worked in the 

basement marking merchandise before 
it was brought up to the sales floor.  
Later on she worked in the Liquor, and 
later Photo department.  She was asked 
to be in employee training videos, which 
she did.  When Mr. Gardner went to the 
main office Mr. Freidson became her 
Store Manager.     She retired in 1982 
after working for 25+ years. 
 

Lorraine is now 90 years old and she 
just celebrated her 67th wedding 
anniversary.  Her husband is 96.  She 
was accompanied to the dinner by her 
daughter Wendy (Davis) Balzer one of 

4 children 3 of whom worked for Sav-
on!!! 
 
Ray Nave was hired in 1961 and is still 

working today at the CVS/pharmacy 
store in Orange, California.  That's 52 
years and counting!    
 

It was so wonderful to be able to 
recognize these two amazing 
individuals, two of the thousands over 
the years who became a part of the   
Sav-on Family. 
 

I invite those of you who were unable to 
join us to take a look at the amazing 
photos and make it a plan to attend our 
2

nd
 Official Sav-on Reunion which will be 

in the spring of 2015.  That will be a 
celebration of the 70

th
 Anniversary of 

Sav-on Drug!  Date and lots more 
information coming soon... 
 

Thanks again to all of you who helped 
us put this evening together, wonderful 
friends, it would have been impossible 
without all your help and hard work. 
 

Annie and I wish each and every one of 
you a Blessed Christmas, and a 
Wonderful New Year! 
 

 
 

 

 

 
1. Joe Ensman, Brad Adams, 

Lois Caltabiano 
2. Patty Nelson, Patricia McGrath, 

John Terry 
3. Luann & Scott Daniels 
4. Tom Friend,  

Stephanie McMackin,                  
Tom Dieterle, Harold Jackson 

5. Lollie Martin, Dorothy Moynihan 

6. Kevin Gilpatrick,  
Jesse Guerrero, Pat Carr 

7. Scott McGuff, Gordon McGuff 
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1. Dave Troesh, Merle Johnson 
2. Tony Pagano, JR Pagano 
3. Louis & Linda Escarcega 
4. Russ & Barbara Coon, Stu Gratz 
5. Shushma Patel,  

Susmita Chauhan, Ellie James 
6. Stephanie McMackin,  

Steve Abrams 
7. Yung & Werner Schultz 
8. Liz Garrett, Paul DeGaetano 
9. Bruce Smith, Steve Martinez, 

Melva Smith, Jeffrey Branson, 
Bob Godlasky 

10. Annie & Dan Quinn 

 

8 

1 2 

4 5 6 

9 

3 
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Editor’s Note: We continue to receive feedback from 
members regarding Albertsons, LLC’s decision last May to 
discontinue the employee and retiree discount program.  
Although there is little we can do to reverse this decision, 
we will consolidate your letters and share with the new 
company’s human resources department. 
 
 
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club: 
 
I was advised of the decision to eliminate the employee 
discount by a clerk at the store I shopped at.  After 33 
years of service this is not something I expected to hear. I 
no longer shop at Jewel-Osco and I will probably impact 
their bottom line to a greater extent than they are impacting 
mine. None of my family, my extended family or me will 
shop at an Osco or Jewel store in the future. CVS will 
continue to honor discounts for retired Osco employees 
and they will receive the business of my family and me. 
                                                 Name Withheld by Editor 
 
It is interesting that after working for the company for more 
than 40 years and retiring in 2001, I was informed by the 
store director about three years ago that I was no longer 
entitled to the discount which had been discontinued to all 
but current Osco  employees. The information which was 
presented to me was obviously incorrect. However at my 
expense I see now that a series of discount coupons were 
mailed to retires but I was not included. SAD!!!   A long 
term dedicated employee. 
                                                Name Withheld by Editor 
 

 
 

Do you have a question, comment,   
complaint, idea or other inquiry? 

Send it to us! 
Email your message to:  

oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
 

We’ll research and respond to your inquiry 
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Dear Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club: 
 
My husband was Hugo Constantino, aka "Mr. C". 
 
One of the reasons I wanted to attend the Sav-on Reunion 
was for the opportunity to personally thank each and every 
one of you for being there for Hugo, especially when he 
needed it the most; whether it was by making a personal 
phone call, or sending him an email. All of them expressing 
words of encouragement and prayers. I attended the 
reunion to let all of you know how much it all meant to him. 
He truly felt LOVED by his entire SAV-ON family. I will 
forever be grateful for everything you all did. That leads me 
to the second reason. Let me first start by extending my 
most sincere overdue apology to all of you. You see, 
whenever I felt that Hugo was not spending enough time at 
home with me and our kids, I would get upset and say to 
him: "You know, Hugo, you are always killing yourself at 
work and for WHAT??? I am just afraid that one of these 
days you are going to succeed. And do you think anyone at 
SAV-ON is going to care? Do you think they are going to 
close the store so that they can attend your funeral? YEAH, 
right! I'd be surprised if they remember to send flowers. 
Believe me, I will be the only one missing you and crying 
over your casket. But you go right ahead, Hugo, and 
continue doing what you are doing." BOY, OH BOY!! Was I 
ever wrong thinking that way. 
 

There are not enough thank yous that I could say that would 
help me express how much we appreciate all the support 
you gave my husband during his two and half year battle 
with his illness and have continued to give me and our 
children since Hugo's death. 
 

I was able to apologize to Hugo, too, way before his 
passing. Hugo's response?  Not a single word. Just a 
simple smile. My interpretation of Hugo's smile,  "Woman 
you were wrong and I knew it all along!" 
 

I thank you all you for allowing me this opportunity to spend 
time with such a Amazing family. 

Marie Elena Constantino 
 

Editor’s Note: Hugo started with 
Sav-on in 1972.  He became a 
general manager and later market 
manager in the southern California 
region. His leadership skills, 
positive attitude, spirit and creativity 
inspired many employees.  Hugo 
promoted  many members of his 
team to successful careers within 
the company.  His contributions 
and accomplishments were 
recognized by American Drug 
Stores in 1994 when he was 
honored as a recipient of 
company’s Excellence Award. 

 

mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com


 

 

 

Weekly ROMEO 

Club Brunches 

Resume 

By: Gerry Bay 

 
The restart of the Fall 
Romeo Brunches was 

greatly anticipated after our short summer 
hiatus.  The amazing fall weather here in Scottsdale has 
played the host for our Friday gatherings along with a 
great cast of characters……Brent Keil continues to be the 
steady foundation for attendees by having never missed 

an event.  The 
gathering offers 
experts from many 
backgrounds.  Lee 
Hoekstra gives us 
insights into the once 
again emerging real 
estate market, with 
Frank Stock 
attempting to calm 
the stock markets.  

Jerry Gonyo is constantly making fashion statements at 
each Brunch he 
attends.  Some say 
his clothing can be too 
profane. Once John 
McGovern won his 
battle with certain 
medical issues, he 
regained his footing, 
well sort of.  Terry 
O'Malley represents 
the working man and 
continues to 
contribute to our social security funds… God bless him.  
Stan Petersen has been absent of late as he is employed 
as Chief Operating Starter at Quintero Golf Club.  He 
hopes to get his own starter flag soon. Jeff Brune is 

showing his 
health 

improvements 
through his 

fantastic 
appetite.  

Finally, Bill 
Bates attended 
and represents 
those that will 
be coming to 
the Valley this 

winter.  We hope to see many of you this winter when you 
remove yourselves from the impending snows and cold.   
See Gerry’s weekly blog at the website which reports on 
happenings at the get together each Friday. 

Spouses, guests and friends are welcome 
to join in the fun and nostalgia 

 

 

Weekly Arizona ROMEO Club Brunch 
ROMEO (Retired Osco Merchandisers Eating Out)  

2nd Annual Ken Walker Cup  
(Arizona Alumni Golf Outing) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Annual Arizona Brunch 

 

Chicagoland Spring Luncheon 

 

Osco Drug Reunion Dinner 
New England

 
 
 

See the March 2014 issue of Connections or visit 
the website for up to the moment details for both 
these and future events. 
 

 2014 Alumni Events Calendar                                                                             Page 16 

See 

page 

17 

See 

page 

18 

See 

page  

17 

See 

pages 

18-19 

Dick Davis              John McGovern 

    Tom Nielsen           Jim Willyard 
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Sunday, March 2, 2014: 11:00am 
 

Since 2007, club director and Arizona Hospitality 
Chairman Jerry Gonyo has done a splendid job 
organizing and coordinating our Arizona events.  His 
plans for 2014 will be awesome.  For snowbirds, 
alumni and friends we have a treat for you!   
 
Where:      Terravita Country Club 
                  34034 N. 69th Way 
                  Scottsdale, Arizona  85266 
                  Phone: (480) 595-5653 
Website:   www.terravitascottsdale.org 

  

Brunch Menu:       
 Fresh Scrambled Eggs with Chives 

 Apple Wood Smoked Bacon & Sausage 

 Roasted Red Potatoes with Peppers and Onions 

 Texas French Toast with Berry Compote 

 Assorted House Muffins and Bread/Whipped Butter 

 All Natural Yogurt & Vanilla Scented Granola 

 Sliced Fresh Fruit 
 
*Includes Coffee, Orange Juice and Iced Tea 
 

Price: $30 per person  
 

 
Reservations Deadline: 

Friday, February 21, 2014 
 

Please RSVP to: Jerry Gonyo (jerndar@cox.net)  
 
 
Payment must be made in advance - we cannot take 
payment at door. The venue charges us for no-

shows.  Visit the club’s website to pay via PayPal for this 

event or send a check to: 

Jerry Gonyo 
6528 E.Whispering Mesquite Trail 

Scottsdale, AZ  85266 

 
Saturday, March 1, 2014: 12:00pm 

 
Club members Jeff Brune and Stan Petersen have 
planned the annual Arizona Osco/Sav-on Winter Golf 
Classic to coincide the day before the Arizona Annual 
Alumni Brunch. 
 

Where:     The 500 Club 
                  4707 W. Pinnacle Peak Rd. 

     Glendale/N. Phoenix, Arizona  85310 

                  Phone: (623) 492-9500 

Website:   www.the500club.com 
 

The barbeque lunch will begin at noon at the 
Clubhouse Patio Restaurant. Golf Shotgun will begin 
at 1:15 pm. 
 
Time will be allocated for those who feel the need to 
practice before tee off. The format of play is yet to be 
determined until we see which teams are loaded with 
"ringers".   
 
There are 32 spots blocked and we will need to 
confirm the number of golfers by February 20, 2014, 
so please respond before that date. PLEASE! 

 

Price:  $85 per player  
 
Payable to The 500 Club on the day of the event.  Includes 
the golf round, cart, tees, lunch, practice balls and a day 
filled with great memories and friendships!  A few good 
stories and maybe a lie or two will be available. 
 

Reservations Deadline: 

Wednesday, February 19, 2014 
 
Please RSVP to Jeff Brune (jeffbrune@live.com) or Stan 
Petersen (deone@everestkc.com).  Feel free to bring a 
guest or two of your choice as the Alumni rate will apply to 
all golfers.  Also, let Jeff or Stan know if you have any 
pairing requests if there is someone you could not stand to 
play with!!!  We will make sure to pair you with them!  
 
 
 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/!alumni%20club/Connections/www.terravitascottsdale.org
mailto:jerndar@cox.net
http://www.the500club.com/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/!alumni%20club/Connections/jeffbrune@live.com
mailto:deone@everestkc.com
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Friday, April 25, 2014 
11:30am – 2:30pm 
(PRIVATE ROOM) 

 
For our Chicagoland spring luncheon, we have selected 
one of our membership's favorite restaurants - the Home 
Run Inn.  The Home Run Inn Pizzeria has several locations 
throughout the Chicagoland area.  We've selected their 
Darien location for the event. 

 

 Host: Dean Kelsey 
 

Where:      Home Run Inn - Darien 
(at 75th Street & Lemont Road) 
7521 Lemont Road     
Darien, Illinois  60561 
Phone: (630) 739-9696 

Website:   Click HERE 

 

Menu:  
• Italian Lunch Buffet.  Includes: 
     Homemade Soups 

Salads 
Pastas 
Pizzas  
Meat Dishes  

Non-Alcoholic Drinks, Tax & Tip included 
 

Price: $15 per person  
 

Option 1:  Pay by check 
Please send your check made payable to  
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club at:  
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024      
Lombard, IL  60148-8024 
 

Option 2: Pay by credit card (PayPal): 
Visit the club’s website to pay via PayPal for this event. 
Register by Friday, April 11, 2014 and be eligible for the 
Early Bird drawing.  The two lucky people drawn will 
receive a free lunch. 

 

OscoDrug  
 

 

Friday, June 20, 2014 

6:00pm – 11:00pm 
 

We’ve received an exceptional number of responses 
expressing interest in a New England get together and are 
on track for quite an enjoyable and memorable evening!   
 

Host: Larry Wahlstrom 
 

Where:      Woburn Hilton, Grand Ballroom 
                   2 Forbes Road 
                  Woburn, Massachusetts  01801 
       Phone: (781) 932-0999 
Website: Click HERE   

 

Dinner includes: 
• Salad Station 
• Mashed Potato Bar Station 
• Pasta Station 
• Sliced Roast Chicken Station 
• Dessert Station w/ Coffee, Tea and Decaf Coffee open 
until 11:00pm 
Cash Bar (includes free soda and water) 

  
Evening Program Plans: 
6:00 - 7:30pm: Reception in the Grand Foyer 
6:00 - 8:00pm: Displayed Appetizers/Passed Appetizers  
7:15 - 9:45pm: Dinner Stations 
 
We are planning to have very informal open mic time, where 
people can tell a favorite Osco remembrance.   
 
The evening should very nostalgic and lots of fun for all! 

 

http://www.homeruninnpizza.com/pizzerias/darien
http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/massachusetts/hilton-boston-woburn-BOSBWHF/index.html


  

OscoDrug  

 

Payment Options: 
Option 1:  Pay by check: $50 per person  
If paying by check, the cost is $50 per person.  Please 
send your check payable to Kathy MacDonald to the 
address below.  Click HERE to access and include the 
sign-up form with your payment.  Otherwise let us know the 
name(s) you want displayed on your name tag(s). 
 
 

Kathy MacDonald 
45 Jane Drive 

Candia, New Hampshire  03034 
 

 

Option 2:  Pay on-line via credit card 
(PayPal): $52 per person 
If you want to pay by credit card, the cost is $52 per 
person (the additional $2 per ticket is for PayPal’s 
transaction charge).  The PayPal link is at the club’s 
website for this event. 
 

 
 

 

Staying Overnight? 
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Who is going to be there? 
See list at club’s website or click HERE to see who has 
signed-up.  So far, over 200 people have indicated they 
plan to attend.   Help us get the word out!  If there are 
others you think would want to attend but you do not see 
on the list, please email or give them a call (former 
managers, pharmacists, clerks, etc.)   Spouses are 
welcome to attend.  We’ll update the on-line list as we 
receive responses. 
 

Reunion Planning Committee: 
Larry Wahlstrom Margie Glikas Jerry LaPointe 

Anthony Accardi Joan Gumbleton Kathy MacDonald 

Ken Bellefeuille Gary Hunstiger Gerry Pearsall 

John Burke  Glen Yergeau 

 
Photos and Memorabilia from the Past: 
We hope to have many pictures from Osco Drug and 
Turn*Style over the years (in-store pics, events, outings, 
grand-openings, PEOPLE photos, etc.).  If you have photos 
you would like to have included in a background visual 
presentation, please scan the photos (JPG, PDF, BMP or 
GIF formats preferred) and email to 
oscoalumni@yahoo.com.  If you are not able to scan but 
still wish to still share photos, please send via US mail to 
Kathy MacDonald (address at left).  Your photos will be 
scanned and returned to you.  We will also have 
memorabilia tables set up, so please bring Osco/Turn*Style 
nostalgia which people might like to see. 
 

 
 

We have negotiated a special room rate 
of $119 per night single/double 
(includes breakfast) for a Thursday, 
Friday and/or Saturday stay (6/19-6/21).  
To make a reservation, please phone 
the reservation line at         (800) 445-
8667 or (781) 932-0999.  Indicate you 
are with the “6/20 Osco Drug Reunion" 
to obtain the discounted room rate.  
Your reservation must be booked and 
confirmed by the hotel prior to 
5/29/2014.  Reservations received after 
5/29 are subject to space availability 
and prevailing room rates – the normal 
room rate is over $200 a night. 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/images/stories/2014OscoReunionForm.pdf
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/clubnews/announcements/1171-erlist
mailto:oscoalumni@yahoo.com


 

 

Betty & Dan Soller 

In October, Ace Hardware Corporation recognized Betty 
Soller (former Osco Market Manager, former Central 
Region Operations Manager) and husband Dan Soller 
(former Osco store director) for customized service. 

Whether in need of power tools and camping equipment 
or the finest in housewares, residents of Crosslake, 
Minnesota can find everything they need at Crosslake 
Ace Hardware. For offering these unique products, 
services and more, Ace Hardware Corporation 
recognized the store in October with a 2013 “Coolest 
Hardware Store” award. Of 4,700 locally-owned and 
operated Ace Hardware stores worldwide, Crosslake Ace 
Hardware is 
one of just six 
stores 
honored with 
this year’s 
award.  

“The team at 
Crosslake 
Ace 
Hardware is 
delighted to 
receive this 
tremendous 
recognition,” 
said Dan 
Soller, store 
owner, “Our 
dedicated 
team listens 
to what our 
customers 
need and 
takes pride in 
offering the 
very best in 
customer service each and every day; from our loyal 
resident shoppers to our returning seasonal guests – it’s 
like a big family.”  

Crosslake Ace Hardware offers more than the average 
hardware store – and that is immediately evident by the 
25 ft. Ace hammer that stands outside the store, made 
out of a tree.   The inside is just as exciting with its “man 
cave” that features top power equipment brands including 
Husqvarna, Toro and Craftsman 

 
The 25,000 sq. ft. store also boasts a fully-stocked 
appliance room with a working kitchen shaped like a 
Chris-Craft boat. The store also offers a paint 
department, housewares and gifts that are unique to 
the area and rows of grills from top brands including 
Weber, Big Green Egg and Memphis Grills. 

In total, the Crosslake Ace store carries more than 
70,000 different products. In fact, nearly one third of 
the entire store’s product selection is unique to the 
store’s region, specifically catering to area residents 
and vacationing guests. “We like to think our female 
customer loves to shop our store just as much as our 
male customers,” Soller went on to say. Crosslake 
Ace Hardware carries a wide range of clothing, even 
sundresses.   Service and expertise are also 
extremely important to the team at Crosslake Ace 
Hardware. Owners Dan and Betty Soller ensure that 
every specialty department is staffed by an equally 
knowledgeable expert in the field. In fact, several 
times per year Crosslake Ace Hardware brings in a 
professional chef for special customer appreciation 
events. “Having the right person to help our 
customers with plumbing or an electrical project, as 
well as choosing the right paint or appliance is 
crucial,” said Dan. “We have the know-how in those 
areas to get it done right the first time. It is truly a 
‘team’ effort and without our employees we would not 
have won this award” according to Betty.  

 “We applaud the team at Crosslake Ace Hardware 
for their commitment to providing a consistently 
amazing shopping experience for the local 
community,” said Kane Calamari, vice president of 
retail operations and new business at Ace Hardware 
Corporation. “Our national brand, combined with the 
entrepreneurial spirit of our local owner ensures that 
Ace stores around the globe can differentiate 
themselves to compete and win.”  
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Crosslake Ace is Betty & Dan’s Place 

 

 

We welcome your comments 

and any info you’d like to 

share with members: your one-

liners, current news, e.g., 

where you’re working, career 

changes, where you’ve 

traveled and/or other updates. 



 

 
 

Gordon ‘Ray’ Nave 

I began my career with Sav-on on September 7, 1961, 
and as of this date, remain employed with 
CVS/pharmacy.  My then assistant manager Maury 
Freidson became my manager then was later my district 
manager at the many store locations where I worked over 
the years. An awesome part of Sav-on history!   All of my 
work locations have been in southern California. I began 
in Garden Grove, spent 
two years in the Army and 
returned to that store. I 
then went to a store at 
State College, and Lincoln. 
Not necessarily in this 
order, I then was at the 
following stores: Los Altos-
Long Beach, Buena Park, 
Fullerton, Norwalk, 
Downey, Hawthorne, Bixby 
Knowles-Long Beach, 
Lakewood Mall, back to 
Garden Grove, then to my 
present location: Orange, 
at Katella, and Tustin. 
 
It was a totally different world back then!  No warehouse 
at first, so we received trucks all day long!  From 20 
minutes order to 100s of cases!  Garden Grove had a full 
basement, stocked full of cases, and many boxed up 
layaways during Christmas! These were written up by 
hand, as were doctor's charges at the employee discount 
rate, written up in triplicate by hand. Merchandise cases 
were all coded on the outside using control cards with the 
ONDRUGSAVE code, then marked with hand crank, or 
electric machines, some of which used metal type for ea. 
character/number to be inserted to print the tag. All sale 
items had to be marked with red sale tags, which had to 
be removed after the sale. NO balers for hundreds of 
empty boxes each day!    
 
The mother of R. L. Call, Savon’s President, was our 
Blue Chip Stamp girl, across from the Ice Cream dipper 
dept. The 4th, and Pine store in Long Beach used to sell 
goldfish! The office girl used to count all tills, and pour the 
coins in counters, and pay us with cash in little 
envelopes. Our annual $.66 cent toy sale requited 
overheads above ALL gondolas where we stacked toys 
all the way to the high ceilings, and had "lips" that had to 
be kept filled with ladder take downs of the top items ea. 
day.   An all-night shift had to be ongoing during the 
Christmas holidays, and often all year, but the store itself 
was closed overnight. Hundreds of cases came in for the 
toy sale, with more fill in thereafter. 

 
 
 
There was a LOT of employees as there was a LOT 
of work! Automation, technology, and scanning, and 
warehouses have changed that. A lot of employees 
meant a lot of camaraderie, hard work, and some fun 
times! Dee Gardner hired me as my first mgr. He 
was a GREAT man! A great businessman, and 
became a Vice President. It was before my hire date 
that the following story occurred. Two guys were 
cutting up in the basement, and one went upstairs. 
Thinking that he was coming back downstairs, the 
other hid behind the doorway, and as he entered, he 
sprayed him in the face with shaving! 

 

Francine Razny 

I was the Human Resources Manager for American 
Drug Stores Corporate office, from September 1996 
to February 1999.  I managed the Oak Brook office 
and the Franklin Park office, in Illinois.  
 
I left my position to raise my twin daughters. They 
are fourteen, soon 
to be 15 years old. 
 
I started 
volunteering in 
February 2005 for 
an organization in 
the Department of 
Defense. It is called 
Employer Support 
of Guard and 
Reserve, 
(E.S.G.R). I provide 
informal mediation 
for the military 
members and their 
employers. I also 
present awards to 
supportive employers who follow the requirements 
under the Department of Labor regulations. I conduct 
trainings for military members on what their 
responsibility is under the Uniformed Service 
Reemployment Rights Act (U.S.S.E.R.A).  One of our 
volunteers is also a cousin of Oprah Winfrey! 
 
I currently teach at a community college in Joliet IL. I 
have taught at the college for six years.  I teach 
Career and Lifestyle Planning.  The course is great 
for students who are unsure what major they want to 
pursue. I live in New Lenox, Illinois. 
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Jerry Gonyo 

Turn*Style closes its doors in 1978 - thirty-five years ago 

I graduated from the University of Wisconsin in Oshkosh 
Wisconsin on July 20, 1964 and started a career with Jewel 
Companies working at Turn*Style #701 in Racine, Wisconsin.   
In August 1964, I left my home town and my first touch of 
retailing after five years at a local hardware store to a new 
career in retailing.  Ike Curry was the store manager along 
with several other Osco transplants. I started out as an 
Assistant Drug and Variety Manager and Tom Gender was my 
manager. After only seven days working at the store, Tom said 
“you are in charge” as he was going on vacation.  In early 1965 
Tom relocated to Boston for another assignment in the 
company. Now I was in charge until December 1966 when 
Glen Hendricks and Ray Stone offered me an opportunity to 
join the buying group in Melrose Park, Illinois.  Looking back at 
those two years working at the store and on the sales floor,  
Turn*Style was one of the  most rewarding times in my Retail 
Career. As many of us moved through the corporate structure 
in different roles in various companies, the Turn*Style heritage 
was always there to do something different. As we look back 
Turn*Style could have been the Super Wal-Mart of the 1960s 
and 1970s, with Jewel on one side and the Turn*Style on the 
other - a master blend - would have been a great adventure. 

I remember the day in 1978 as I was preparing for an Orient 
trip as my new job of one year with Jewel Imports and seeing a 
poster of a horse tearing off the Turn*Style logo off the Jewel 
Tree.  Many of us have traveled down our career path with 

many different companies and assignments and can look back 
and say we were there a part of the Turn*Style legacy. 

Just think of all the changes that took place within the company 
35 years ago and where it is now. Back then the fun was just 
beginning and it was “FUN!’ 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Turn>Style is Back!  

 
Well not the Jewel Companies’ Turn*Style but Turn>Style 
Consignment Shops, a chain of boutiques in Arizona, Colorado  
and Minnesota which features housewares, men’s styles, 
children styles, women’s clothing and plus sizes, and 
accessories.  The Turn>Style stores, established in 1996, offers 
designer name brands such as Ralph Lauren, Prada, Karen 
Kane, and much more with savings up to 60-70% off the retail 
value. 
 

 

What was Turn*Style? 
 

Turn*Style was a chain of discount department stores and was 
a division of Jewel Companies, Inc., at the time the parent 
company of Jewel Food Stores and Osco Drug, Inc.  Each 
Turn*Style had an Osco pharmacy - at the time very uncommon 
for a discount store in the 1960s and 1970s. At its peak, the 
Turn*Style chain comprised more than 50 stores throughout the 
Midwest as well as in Massachusetts and Michigan. Jewel 
acquired the Turn*Style brand in 1961 and began rapidly 
expanding the chain. Sales for 1961 were reported at $14 
million for four stores, with headquarters in Brighton, 
Massachusetts.  Within three years of opening a store in 
Racine, Wisconsin, profits as measured on a return-on-
investment basis were the highest within Jewel Companies. 
 
Rapid expansion, the corporate decision to incorporate a 
catalog type store within its four walls, and an unrealistic 
divisive venture into the "Hypermarket" business all caused 
profits to suffer.  The late 1970s economy also caused Jewel 
Companies to rethink its growth strategy and the decision was 
made to sell Turn*Style in order to concentrate its growth within 
its core businesses, which were food stores and drugstores. In 
1978 the Turn*Style stores were sold to May Department 
Stores and converted to their Venture banner.  Other Turn*Style 
stores were down-sized and converted to standard-size Osco 
Drug free-standing stores.  The exception was Osco #905 in 
Quincy, Massachusetts.  Jewel Companies and later American 
Stores Company operated the 50.000 sq. ft. Quincy location 
until 1993 when it was converted to a 30,000 sq. ft. store.  Past 
general managers of #905 included Brent Keil, Ron Cardarelli 
and Bob Manning. 
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Target Confirms  

Credit Card Hacking 

 
Consumers who have shopped at Target stores since 
Black Friday 
might want 
to keep an 
eye on their 
credit and 
debit card 
account 
statements. 
 
The 
Minneapolis-
based 
retailer has confirmed it is aware of unauthorized 
access to payment card data that may have impacted 
customers making credit and debit card purchases in 
its U.S. stores. Some 40 million credit and debit card 
accounts may have been impacted between Nov. 27 
and Dec. 15.  Target has been working closely with 
law enforcement and financial institutions, and said it 
has identified and resolved the issue.  
 
“Target’s first priority is preserving the trust of our 
guests and we have moved swiftly to address this 
issue, so guests can shop with confidence. We regret 
any inconvenience this may cause,” said Gregg 
Steinhafel, Target's chairman, president and CEO. 
“We take this matter very seriously and are working 

with law 
enforcement to 
bring those 
responsible to 
justice.”  Target 

alerted 
authorities and 

financial 
institutions 

immediately 
after it was made aware of the unauthorized access. 
Among other actions, Target is partnering with a 
leading third-party forensics firm to conduct a 
thorough investigation of the incident. Guests who 
suspect unauthorized activity should contact Target at 
(866) 852-8680.  If you made a credit card purchase 
at Target between November 27 and December 15, 
visit www.target.com  or click HERE for precautions 
you should take to address possible fraud. 
 

Target Corp. operates 1,797 stres in the United States  
and 124 stores in Canada. 

      
 

 
The Alumni Club was founded in 1992 and run by former 
employees of Osco Drug and Sav-on Drugs.  The Club is not 
affiliated with the current management and corporation who 
own the former Osco and Sav-on entities.  The Club is about 
PEOPLE... membership is open to past and present 
employees of Osco Sav-on,  Jewel-Osco and their 
predecessor and successor companies, 
 

Membership Benefits: 
 Quarterly newsletter Connections 

 Alumni Club Member Directory  

 Full access to Newsletter, Issues of company’s 
People Magazine and Flashes archives 

 Stay connected with colleagues from the past 

 Club sponsored social events and other functions at 
discount rates 

 Full access to the club’s website  
 

$15 Annual Membership 
Join On-line:    

1. Sign-up at www.oscosavonalumni.com 
2. Click the Register link in the User Login section. 
3. After you receive an email confirmation for your 

registration, login and update user profile:  
4. Click the View Your Profile link in the User Login 

section.    
5. Pay dues fee via credit card or PayPal: click the 

Subscribe button in the Pay Dues Online section. 
 

Or join via U.S. Mail: 
Complete the form below and mail to the address below with 
a check for $15.00 payable to: 
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club. 

 
Name:     _______________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________      
 

 
Email:   ________________________________________ 
 
 

City: _______________   State: _______   ZIP: _________   
 

Phone: ______________________ 

 

             Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024 

Lombard, Illinois 60148-8024 
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Don Lohr 
Don Lohr, 71, died November 13, 2013, at St. Alexius Medical 

Center in Hoffman Estates, Illinois.  Don retired from Jewel-Osco 
in 1999 after a 40 year career with the Jewel and Osco Drug, Inc.  
He was a long time member of the alumni club    Don was born on 
April 2, 1942, in Rockford, Iowa; the second child born to Robert 
and Marlys Lohr. He was baptized and confirmed in the United 
Methodist Church in Rockford.  Don was a member of the first 
graduating class of the consolidated RRMR School District in 
1959. After graduation, Don 
went to work for Osco Drug in 
Mason City, IA. In 1963 he was 
drafted into the Army and 
served as an MP at Fort Bliss, 
TX. Upon discharge, Don 
returned to work at Osco Drug in 
various management positions 
in Albert Lea, MN, Oshkosh, WI, 
Bettendorf, IA and finally 
Chicago, IL, area stores as a 
district manager. Don retired in 
1999 after 40 years. 
 
 During his younger years, Don 
enjoyed hunting or fishing and a 
good game of pool at the local 
pool hall. Later on in life, his 
hobbies included reading, walks in the great outdoors, observing 
wildlife, and anything Green Bay Packers.  He was curious about 
everything and would drive for miles to learn or see something 
that was of interest to him. One of his favorite trips was to 
Churchill, Canada, to observe the polar bears in their winter 
habitat.  His love of sports started and ended with the Green Bay 
Packers and he often traveled to Door County, WI, to watch 
Packer games with local fans.  Don had a generous heart and 
loved his extended family very much. If any of his siblings were 
traveling home to Rockford or to another destination, he would 
often show up to join in the fun. 
 
Don leaves behind former wife Jan Brown and her three adult 
children and their families.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Remembering Don Lohr 
 
What sad news. I first worked with Don in 1970 when I was store 

planning director and Don was a store opening coordinator. I 

soon learned how fortunate I was to have Don in that assignment. 

Don was absolutely focused on making sure every new store or 

remodel was completed on time and all issues resolved prior to 

opening. Having been in store operations Don was relentless in 

making improvements that would help the store operate more 

efficiently and eliminate the need for changes once the store was 

opened. This attention to detail never changed in all his later 

assignments. I’ll always remember Don as a person who was as 

meticulous in his personal life as his work life. A person you could 

always count on for the right information. He was one of those 

people who quietly contributed in so many ways over a forty year 

career to the success of Osco. I'll miss him. 

Dave Gillis  

 
I first met Don in Springfield, Illinois in 1972 when I was a store 

manager. He held a position at our 3030 - Franklin Park office at 

the time and came down to audit my store inventory. A more detail 

conscious guy could not be found. This preciseness was a great 

asset as he moved through his career. Beginning in '79 and lasting 

for years and years we served together as district managers on the 

Chicago team. He was a good friend and a very enjoyable lunch 

companion on those days that we were both in our office. He had 

a zest for knowledge, a deep curiosity, and a broad understanding 

of everything - - - our own business, the country's economy, 

sports, personal investments, politics, entertainers, you name it.  

He will be missed!  

Roger Carpenter 

 
Don - truly a great person; fun to be with and if there was anyone 

who loved Osco more than Don, I can't name them. Don was one 

of the most curios people I ever met. His was interested in 

everything, and his contributions to Osco speak clearly to his 

commitment to excellence and his concern for people. He was a 

person who you would always pick to be on your first team. How 

lucky were we to have Don as one of our gang. 

Dave Maher 

 
Don Lohr was the most organized person I ever worked with. We 

would be in a DM meeting and someone would ask a question. 

Don would reach down into his briefcase and pull out a memo that 

answered the question.  

What a great person!!! 

Larry Wahlstrom 

 
Don & I go way back. From a business viewpoint he was a real 

asset to Osco. He made many contributions to the success of our 

company. From a personal viewpoint he was a good buddy and I 

valued him as friend. We had some fun times together back in the 

day!  

I will miss him. 

Bob Braden 

 

In the past few weeks, we 
received notifications of many 
more former employees who 
have passed away.  Please 
access the website in the 
People >> In Memoriam section 
to see the listing of more 
Osco/Sav-on employees. 

On Behalf of the Alumni Club,  
We Extend Our Deepest Sympathies to the 

Families Having Lost Loved Ones 

In Memoriam                                                                                                        Page 24         

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=3&Itemid=5
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/1235-2013-november-13-don-lohr


 

 

 

Craig Rogers 
We were just informed that member Craig Rogers, 56 passed 

away in August 2012.   Craig was born October 6, 1955, in Elgin, 
Illinois to Paul and Lorraine (nee Morgan) Rogers. He died on 
August 1, 2012 at his home in Crystal Lake. He was deeply loved 
by his family and friends, who will miss the joy and goodwill he 
shared. 

 
Craig's greatest love was 
spending time with his family 
and friends and working with the 
wonderful people at Osco, 
where he worked for more than 
33 years. He was very involved 
in coaching and watching his 
children participate in sports.  
He loved watching games at 
Crystal Lake South, where his 
children attended. His other 
great love was working as a 
manager at Osco and later at 
Jewel-Osco. Craig's colleagues 
and friends at Osco supported, 
loved and helped him survive 
many years of challenges. 
 

His family is eternally grateful for the kindness they showed over 
the years. Lastly, he was loved and will be missed by his friends of 
more than 20 years, the Gabberts, Mackos, Wikieraks and 
Ludwigs. He is survived by his wife of 31 years, Carol; his children, 
Eric and Katie; his brothers, Steve (Dawn) and Mark (Debbie). 

 

Jim Heim 
James Heim, 69, Lawrence, Kansas died on April 19, 2013, at 

Lawrence Memorial Hospital.   
Jim was born on April 6, 1944, 
in Leoville the son of William 
and Marie Mannebach Heim.  
He was a 1969 graduate of the 
University of Kansas, School of 
Pharmacy.  He was a retired 
registered pharmacist.  
 
Jim worked in management for 
Osco Drug in the Chicago, 
Illinois area for 34 years.   In 
Lawrence, he worked for the 
Heartland Home Health Care. 
Jim was a member of St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church,  
He married Mary Gail Lowery 
on April 24, 1971, in Shawnee 
Mission, KS. Mary Gail 
preceded him in death on November 17, 2009. 
Survivors include a son, John A. (wife, Marnie) Heim, of Batavia, 
IL; two sisters, Bonita Lager, Mary Niblock; five brothers, Jerome 
Heim, Gerald Heim, Joseph Heim, Don Heim and William Heim. 
 
 
      

 

 

David Zanardi  
David Paul Zanardi, 67, of Grand Rapids, Minnesota died 

November 9, 2013 at Grand Itasca Clinic and Hospital. 
 
David was born in 1946 to Therese and Carl Zanardi in Laurium, 
Michigan. He grew up in Chisholm, Minnesota and graduated from 
Chisholm High School in 1964. David attended Hibbing Junior 
College for 2 years, where he met his wife, Charlotte, and then 
attended University of St. 
Thomas for 2 years before 
going to Pharmacy School at 
North Dakota State University 
at Fargo, North Dakota, 
graduating in 1970. 
 
David was a pharmacist and 
store manager for Osco Drug 
for many years in Minnesota, 
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan and 
Illinois, before moving back to 
the Iron Range to Grand Rapids 
in 1985 to be close to family. In 
1985, he bought Nordby Drug 
in Grand Rapids and worked 
there until 1994. David then 
worked as a pharmacist at K-Mart and Wal-Mart in both Grand 
Rapids and Hibbing before retiring in 2011. He currently worked 
part-time for Baron’s Pharmacy in Hibbing. 
 
David’s happiest days were those spent at the cabin on South 
Surgeon Lake in Hibbing, working on building projects with his 
good friend, Dave Rumer, watching ESPN and sports on TV, 
watching his daughter Carole play and coach sports, being a 
pharmacist, and in recent years, spending time with his dogs, 
Cosmo and Jack. 
 
Preceding him in death were his parents; brother, Dennis Zanardi; 
uncle, Walter Bo, and parents-in-law, Chary and Donald Galley. 
 
David is survived by his wife, Charlotte of Grand Rapids, 
Minnesota; daughter, Carole of Duluth, Minnesota; sisters-in-law, 
Anita Zanardi and Chris (Dave) Nelson and their children; brothers-
in-law, Tom (Arnell) Galley and Fred (Julie) Galley and their 
children; nephew, Jim (Jill) Zanardi and niece, Denise (Bill) Weber 
and their children; aunt, Jeanice Bo; cousins, Karen (Rick) Eklund, 
Mary Chavis, Kathy (Phil) Lane and their children. 
 
Special thanks to the doctors, nurses, and staff on the Oncology 
floor and Cancer Center at Essentia Health, St. Mary’s Medical 
Center in Duluth and at the Grand Itasca Clinic and Hospital in 
Grand Rapids. 
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Please visit the club’s website  
In Memoriam section and consider 

offering condolences, words of comfort 
and past recollections 
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The following was sent to us in commemoration of Osco’s 
75th anniversary. 

It's hard to imagine that it's been over 23 years 

since I retired. What a gift that has been for me and 
what a privilege it was for me to work with many of 
you.  To share the memories of days gone by of 
lifelong friends and former work associates. 
 
Now with the Alumni Club, that association continues. 
 
My career with Osco Drug started in the summer of 
1949 in Fargo North Dakota.   I had just turned 16 
years old and was hired as a stock boy.  The pay was 
pretty good for those days - 50 cents an hour. I was 
so proud of my blue smock.  I even had my own 
name badge. Little did I know that it was the start of 
my career with Osco that lasted for 41 years. 
 
They say that luck is being at the right place at the 
right time.  I can say that it was true in my case.  A 
job opening at Osco Drug that led to a lifelong career. 
What a great opportunity!  An opportunity to work 
with some great people. 
 
The people made the difference for me. They were 
the best and still are.  When I signed on with Osco, I 
knew there would be many moves ahead of us:  
Fargo, North Dakota, Waukegan, Illinois and 
Galesburg, Springfield, Melrose Park, Great Falls and 
lastly the Oak Brook office. Moving around the 
country was a great  experience for the family and 
me.  A lot of good memories of some very special 
people that we met along the way. 

 

 

Reflecting on the past,  
one must agree that 
growing old is a  
privilege.  I would also 
add life is a gift and to 
live is an opportunity. 
 
 
What does this mean  
to you and me as Osco 
Sav-on Alumni Club  
members?  
 
 
 
My conclusion is that  
we need to: 

 REMEMBER OUR ROOTS: We didn't get here by 
ourselves... It was with the help of others.  

 

 LIVE IN THE PRESENT: Remember today is the 
greatest day of your life until tomorrow.  Make use 
of it. 

 

 CHERISH YOUR FRIENDS: Friends will rejoice in 
our accomplishments and comfort us in our defeats. 

 

 MAKE USE OF YOUR TALENTS: God gave us all 
different talents.  We need to put these talents to 
work. 

 

 KEEP DREAMING: The dreams of our maturity 
have a quality that the dreams of our youth can 
never match. 
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Continuing with our Reflections series we hear from Tork Fuglestad and Dave Maher.  Members are asked to 

take a few minutes and jot down some thoughts and share sentimental, funny, historical and reflective memories 

while working for Osco Drug and Sav-on Drugs.   We’d love to hear from managers, pharmacists, clerks and 

others.  Experiences and observations during your career in the retail industry can be intriguing and are nostalgic 

to read.  We all have those memories… a career experience, a customer interaction, a mentor, a protégé, etc.  

 

Please email your recollections to       Barbara Salerno at 

Jon ‘Tork’ Fuglestad 

mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com


 
 
 
   

The following was also sent to us in commemoration of 
Osco’s 75th anniversary. 

I joined Osco Drug in Iowa City Iowa, in 1963, 

while attending my final year of pharmacy school at 
the University of Iowa. I was hired by Fred Dearborn 
and Bob Frantzen. I needed a part time job and 
thought these friendly guys would be fun to work with.  

 
I was not disappointed and found quickly that 
everyone worked hard and had fun. Those were the 
days when we were converting from marking product 
with a grease pencil to the Monarch Marking 
Machine. H&K was our primary wholesaler and most 
everything else was purchased direct or from 
traveling vendors, rugs, hot pots, chicken in the can, 
salami, coffee, lawn mowers, you name it we had it, 
or would get it. We wrote our own ads - what fun 
finding ad mats and creating what we thought was a 
door breaker ad. Our focus then was really a general 
merchandise store with a pharmacy. We had a lobby 
manager for the front end and the camera business 
was huge.   From our vet department, I'm convinced 
we vaccinated every hog in Iowa for cholera.  
 
Our Osco concept of business was really relatively 
new, since the independent pharmacies dominated 
the prescription business. Even though our founders 
had started the chain during the 1930s in the midst of 
the Great Depression, the idea was now just building 
momentum. What impressed me most was how 
committed all the associates were to serving the 
customer, and how hard everyone worked. During 
the Christmas season most everyone worked every 
day from Thanksgiving until Christmas Eve.  It was as 
a part-timer that I caught the spirit all shared and I 
wanted to be accepted as a full timer when I 
graduated from college. I wanted to become an Osco 
store manager.  How shocked was I when after 
interviewing with the pharmacy recruiter, who was 
from my home town, I received a rejection letter. Mr. 
Frantzen, my store manager, assured me that it was 
a mistake and I would be hired as a fulltime 
pharmacist.  

I was lucky in  
my career to  
be surrounded  
and supported by  
extremely talented 
individuals. I was  
able to enjoy many  
different positions  
in almost every 
area of our  
business. 
 

From our origin 
to the  
association with 
Jewel Companies, 
the addition of  
Sav-on and finally  
on to American 
Stores Company  
and on, the spirit  
and commitment of  
our company remained our hallmark. This was the 
place where people shared and cared for each other. A 
company of strong leaders, talented store managers, 
associates and central management.                                                              
 

So much contributed to our success, nothing more 
though than our recruiting and training programs. We 
were all involved in the recruiting process and 
understood the importance of having the most capable 
people. I would love to mention names of so many 
individuals, in and out of stores that contributed so 
much to our growth and success, but I won't because 
there are so many that it would take several pages to 
do so.  We celebrated 75 years of Osco and are 
approaching 70 years of Sav-on.  There are hundreds 
of associates who have passed away who should be 
remembered.                                           
 

There are at least a thousand stories that could be told 
and maybe another few hundred we promised not to 
tell. How great a run it was!  We shared our 
accomplishments and yes an occasional failure, but we 
carried on. Special to me were the annual merchandise 
shows and social get together. Such wonderful times 
shared by all. The memories are great. 
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Dave Maher 



 
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
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Lombard, IL 60148-8024 

 

 

 

 
 
The club’s newsletter is 
published quarterly 
 
Editor:  
 Barbara Salerno 
 
Assistants: 
  Diane Heatter 
  Gerry Pearsall 
  Larry Wahlstrom 
 

Next issue will be published on 
the website:   
                     March 2014 
 
 

 

 


