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Inside this Issue 

Honor Flight   

 
    Our Mission: To transport 

America’s Veterans to 

Washington, DC to visit 

those memorials dedicated 

to honor the service and 

sacrifices of themselves 

and their friends. 

 

Honor Flight Network is a non-profit organization cre-

ated solely to honor America’s veterans for all their 

sacrifices. We transport our heroes to Washington, 

D.C. to visit and reflect at their memorials. Top priority 

is given to the senior veterans – World War II survi-

vors, along with those other veterans who may be 

terminally ill.  

What a Day it was! As a Veteran of the Korean War, I 

was honored to take part in the “ Honor Flight Chicago 

“ trip to Washington, D.C. on September 12, 2018. This 

was the 88th Honor Flight over the last 10 years. 

 

A little background on my military time first. In 1952, 

just out of high school, I joined the Navy reserve. It 

seemed like the right thing to do at that time. This 

was at the height of the Korean War when every eligi-

ble male had to register and just wait for a call from 

the draft board. In 1955, after two years in college I 

went on active duty Navy and spent most of the next 

two years on board ship in the Mediterranean Sea. I 

must say my time in the Navy was a great experi-

ence…it helped me grow up. I needed that. 

 

Again, I must say, what a great day it was to be hon-

ored as a veteran. I guess I really didn’t realize to 

what extent our veterans are appreciated. I was hum-

bled to see the hun-

dreds of volunteers 

and officials that 

showed their respect 

for those that have 

served. 

 

Continued on page  

Osco-Brooks-Rite Aid-Walgreens 

New England Transition 

Glen Yergeau shares his inside view 

of the transition of Drug Store 

powerhouses in the New England 

Market.  Disclaimer: The following 

information is public and nothing 

in this article is confidential. 

   

 

To begin,  I want to take you back to late 2001-early 2002 

when Albertson’s sold 80+ Osco Drug stores in Massachu-

setts, New Hampshire, Vermont (1 store), and Maine (1 

store) to Brooks Pharmacy. I reached my 25th anniversary 

with Osco on July 11, 2002, a milestone that I am proud 

of to this day.  

 

 

Brooks Pharmacy was a small family-owned drug chain 

that operated 330 stores in New England and New York. 

At that time, it was in a growth phase and was the sec-

ond largest drug chain in New England, with a strong 

presence in Vermont, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island. 

Osco Drug had a strong presence in New Hampshire and 

Massachusetts, which made this an excellent geographical 

fit.  Continued on Page 8 

 

 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com


 

ROMEO Club Brunch - Weekly 

ROMEO (Retired Osco Merchandisers Eating Out)  

Date: Fridays:  

***Beginning Sept. 21 thru Dec. 21, gathering on the 1st and 3rd 

Friday each month. 
***Beginning Jan. 4 thru April 12, gathering every Friday  

***Beginning May 3, meet the 1st and 3rd Friday with the last gathering 

being Friday May 17th  

Place:  The General Store        

Loc:  Scottsdale, AZ 

Time:  11:30 am 

Organizer:  Gerry Bay 

geralddbay@me.com           

 

 

Juliettes Luncheon 

Date: 3 rd Thursday  

Place:  General Store        

Loc:  Scottsdale, AZ 

Time:  11:30 am 

Organizers: 

Julie Ann Walker 

jaaz47@cox.net 

Carol Keil 

ckeil@cox.net 

 

 

Walker Golf Open & 

Luncheon 

Date: Saturday:  March 2nd, 2019 

Place:  Dove Valley Ranch Golf Club  

Organizers: John Mcgovern & Stan Petersen  

organizer’s email ID 

jmcgov429@me.com 

stanp321@gmail.com 

 

 

Arizona Osco-Savon Annual Luncheon 

Date: Sunday: March 3rd, 2019 

Place:  Tonto Verde Ranch Golf Club 

Loc: Tonto Verde, AZ 

Time:  TBD 

Organizer: Tom Nielsen 

organizer’s email ID 

tmnielsen25@gmail.com 

 

Spouses, guests and friends are welcome to 
join in the fun and nostalgia at our events 

Board Meeting Highlights  

September 29, 2018  

At the quarterly Board meeting we reviewed the Club’s 

finances which is $10,068.40.  Larry Wahlstrom and the 

finance sub-committee brought forth a number of recom-

mendations on how to invest the Club’s checking ac-

count balance to support future regional events and 

gatherings while maintaining a minimum balance of 

$5000.00.   

Board members will personally reach out to the 21 delin-

quent Alumni members.     

Please check out the upcoming Alumni events and if your 

plans permit please plan on attending, as always family 

and friends are welcome.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Our support needs are in two areas. First, in or-

der to maintain the Lotus/Approach data bases that 

support our website we are looking for a person 

familiar with or interested in learning Lotus/

Approach.  This is a paid position and ideally we are 

looking for someone with Osco/Savon experience.  

Secondly as we look to the future we are interested 

in upgrading or redesigning how we communicate to 

our membership.  Upgrading our communication 

platforms, potentially redesigning or creating a new 

Website would be the experience we are looking to 

hire.  If you, a family member or friend is interested 

please contact the Board of Directors at : 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club        

P.O. Box 1024        

Lombard, IL  60148-8024  

Next Board Meeting: 12/8/2018 
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On Thursday night September 20th the Chicagoland Os-

co/Sav-on Alumni had one of its largest turnouts in the 

last several years.   A total of 47 Alumni and spouses 

gathered to reminisce about and update everyone on 

their current activities.  We had 11 first time members 

join the event with 5 possible new club members to join 

in the future. 

 

Trying something new (in 

order to keep the cost 

around $20.00), we started 

the event at 4 pm and 

planned to end it at 7 pm.  

The event was held at Gat-

to's Italian Restaurant, down-

town Downers Grove, noted 

for their fine food.  The 

event started with a lively 

social hour featuring a 

“Happy Hour” with appetizers.  Dinner started around 

5:15 pm with a sit down Minestrone soup and rolls fol-

lowed with a wonderful buffet of Salad, Chicken Vesu-

vio, Linguine with Shrimp and Broccoli and Pasta Shells 

with Meat Sauce.  Dessert was Italian ice and cookies.  

The cookies were donated by Jewel/Osco store direc-

tors in New Lenox and Frankfort, IL 

 

Before dinner Diane Heatter gave the members a short 

update of the club and Osco.  Tickets for the 

50/50 drawing, which also included 6 giant mums drew 

a great response.  The mums also were donated by Jew-

el Osco Store in New Lenox.  Dave Stailey took a few 

minutes to talk about the recent Jewel retirement club 

luncheon and the various charitable organizations they 

participate in.  Dave passed out $25 dollars’ worth of 

$5 coupons for each member to use at their local Jew-

el/Osco.  Also, Dona Blunt proposed we take a minute 

and toast a great friend, a member, Dick Potokar who 

passed away this past spring.  Then it was time to get 

down to dinner and the buffet was a HUGE success.  

Gatto's just keep filling the steamers, especially the 

Shrimp Linguine.  They even boxed up the leftovers into 

small portions and many of the members got to take 

home dinner for the next night. Or as I did, went home 

to eat later that evening. 

 

Following the dinner, we took pictures, held the 50-50 

drawing and the drawing for the mums.  Winners in-

cluded:  Barb Bunge which was a cash winner of $70 

and Ed Olson was a cash winner of $40; and Jean Reich, 

Lollie Ariola, Jerry Ostermann, Petra Kelsey, Heather Bos 

and Barb Salerno each won a mum to take home. 

 

After almost 3 hours of fun, food and socializing, it did-

n't seem like anyone was in a hurry to leave! 

As they left, they all raved about the event and how 

they're looking forward to next year's dinner. 



L to R: Glen Kistner, Leslie LaForce, Katie O'Connor and   

Carol Engel  

L to R: Barb Mott, Claudia Hackney, Jean Reichs  L to R: Stan and Mary Carlson, John Dvorak  

L to R: Jack Marengo, Tessie Demos, Thomas Meade and 

Ed  Olson 
L to R: Darlene Mann, Loretta Koch, Christine Brahm and 

June Stein  

L to R: Jim Snorek, Laura and Dave Stailey  



L to R: Barb Salerno, Valerie Gorzka, Jerry Ostermann  L to R: Mary Carlson, John Dvorak, Larry Bejnarowitz, Barb 

and Fred Bunge  

L to R: Bob and Cora Johnson, Dona Blunt and Ken 

Heatter  

L to R: Barb Dvorak, Roger and Barb Carpenter  

L to R: Dennis Pierini, Ed Olson, Lollie Ariola, Richard Bel-

monte  
L to R: Rich and Heather Bos, Petra and Dean Kelsey  



Fishy Business: 

Roger Carpenter was in 

Fergus Falls Minnesota this 

past summer reeking havoc 

with the local bass popula-

tion  With the nickname ”Carp” 

makes you wonder why he 

was fishing for bass?  Roger 

commented: we didn’t catch as many as we usually do 

but had better quality fish than normal.  I think I person-

ally caught 6-7 that were 3 1/2 lbs or more.  The picture 

is a 5 lb 2 oz hog that was the size of a turkey plat-

ter.  What fun! 

Brent Keil  writes: In 

June my Twin Brother 

Bruce, my Brother-in-Law 

Larry DeBoer and 9 addi-

tional friends journeyed to 

Border View Lodge in Bau-

dette, Minn. for our annual 

Walleye fishing trip on 

Lake of the Woods. We 

have been going here for 

several years and this 

year’s trip didn’t disap-

point. 

As usual we caught our 

limit, had several fish fries 

and almost had our fill of Walleyes! 

 

Iowa Alumni  
Another Septem-

ber and another 

week of beautiful 

Canadian weather 

and the catching 

of many fish at 

Pine Point Resort. 

The largest north-

ern caught was 39 

and 1/4 inches, Walleye 27 inches and Smallmouth Bass 

20.5 inches.  That part’s great, but it’s the camaraderie 

among the group that makes one desire to return. That 

camaraderie led to the choosing of a small island which 

we dubbed, “Friendship Island”, where the group gathers 

each year, this was the 45th, to honor those of our 

group who have passed away and have a redwood 

memory board hanging in their honor.  Among those we 

honor are former Osco employees Bill Shober, Warren 

Bennett, Jim Smith and Wayne Davis.  This year we had 

24 guys in our group with the states of Indiana, Iowa, 

Minnesota, Washington, Arizona, Oklahoma and Wiscon-

sin represented. Alumni attendees: Mike Resvick, Ron 

Barr, Jeff Barr, Lowell Hartsock, Shawn Hartsock, Dennis 

Groteboer, Lee Hodges and Marvin Fiedler. 
 

 Michael Viggiano writes: Re-

cently, Theresa and I purchased a 

home in Colorado, 7 miles south 

of Red Rocks.  We plan is to stay 

in New Hampshire for the time 

being, then go West!  

 

 

Anthony Accardi 
writes: My family and 

I drove to Washing-

ton DC this past sum-

mer. We toured the 

Air and Space Muse-

um, The Museum of 

American History and 

the Holocaust Muse-

um in addition to the 

Korean War Memorial, 

The Vietnam Memori-

al and the Lincoln Memorial. The Washington Monument is 

temporarily closed, so we had to skip that. Due to traffic 

and bad decision making - it took us 12 hours to get home. 

I think next year's vacation will be back to York Beach in 

Maine.........nice and close 

 

Bill Bergin  Market Performance Group LLC (MPG) has 

hired retail industry veteran Bill Bergin to serve as execu-

tive vice president of the consulting and sales manage-

ment services company.  Bergin, who joins MPG from his 

position as group vice president of health and beauty at 

Rite Aid, will oversee MPG’s drug channel business. 

 

Gerry Gonyo  writes The Alzheimer's 

walk held in Bloomington, IN. on 9/16 at-

tracted over 1000 walkers. I was named 

Grand Champion and the top fund raiser 

for the walk. I put out the challenge to all 

my donors that I would match their dona-

tions if they totaled $5000.  Well thanks to 

family and friends like those from Osco 

Savon Alumni Club the goal was reached 

and my final total was $10,500.  This was 

my 4th walk with 2 in Arizona and 2 in Indiana.  I’ve been 

a full time Hoosier for over 2 years and caregiver to my 

bride Darlene who is now in her third year in a home. I am 

also an active member of the Indiana University Support 

group and mentor. I also continue my active role on the 

OSAC board and keeping in touch. My daily code is : 

TODAAT=TAKE ONE DAY AT A TIME. 



Honor Flight Chicago over the last 10 years has honored 6,245 WWII veterans and 1,684 Korean War veterans 

with this special trip. Our flight was the 88th Flight from Chicago !!! Some statistics are shown below… 

 

  98 WWII and Korean War Veterans were honored on this flight. 

 

  15 WWII Veterans were honored with a average age of 92. 

 

  83 Korean War Veterans were honored with an average age of 86. 

 

  !0 Medical Guardians, 3 Doctors and 7 Nurses, were with us all day to ensure safe travels. 

 

  200 Volunteers were in Chicago helping the Vets with every need. 

 

   95 Guardians joined us in Washington D.C. to ensure 1:1 veteran to guardian ratio. 

 

LOTS OF LOVE AND RESPECT WAS SHOWN TO ALL OF US.While in D.C. we saw everything… WWII Memorial, Korean War 

Memorial, Viet Nam Memorial, Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial, Air Force Museum, and the list goes on. I really 

can’t remember them all. We had three busses taking us around and the police escort provided helped speed us 

through traffic.  The day brought back a lot of memories. Memories of my days in the Navy…Memories of the days 

when I was young……...and that was a long time ago.  

 

There may be eligible Veterans out there that may want to share in an Honor Flight experience in the future. If so, let 

me know. I will try to connect you with the right people. Honor Flight would like to continue to serve the Veterans 

that so honorably served our country. 

 

Thanks for letting me share my story with you and remember...ALWAYS STAND FOR THE FLAG… Regards, Tork 



 I had the pleasure of working with Dick at both the Skokie and Foster 

Turn*style stores.  He was always a fun guy to work and visit with whenever 

there was a break.   He had excellent talent as a soft goods merchant and 

would keep his departments in tip top condition.   Later I interacted with him 

as a sales manager where he was able to transfer his skills to multiple locations. 

Always positive and people friendly.  I will miss seeing him at the anniversary 

events. 

 

John Terry 

 

1939 - 2017 

On May 23, we lost a good friend  in Dick 

Potokar,  who suddenly passed away  after 

a recent diagnosis and rapid progression 

of Alzheimer’s.  Dick was a 37 year em-

ployee of Jewel, Turn*Style, and Osco.  He 

retired in 1997.  He started working for 

Jewel Food stores in 1960, and served in 

the U.S. Army  Active Reserves from 1962 

to 1967.  He later worked for Turn*Style 

and Osco.   

We asked some folks who knew Dick well 

for comments and tributes to their old 

friend.  As you read these, you will get an 

idea of the unique person that Dick was , 

and why he inspired such wonderful re-

membrances  .  These comments are from 

those fortunate to be his friend.  If any-

thing, they will make you wish that you 

had known Dick Potokar and been lucky 

enough to be his friend.   They will also 

help you understand why we wanted to 

honor Dick Potokar with this special Con-

nections Tribute.  He will be missed by all 

who knew him. 

Our sincere thanks to Jeanne Potokar and 

Megan Yena , Dick’s wife and daughter, 

for their help in putting together this trib-

ute. 

As an employee at Osco Drug, Dick was a very talented, hard-working profes-

sional, who was great to work with.  He worked well with all areas of the busi-

ness and was our resident Apparel “Expert.”  On Osco’s behalf, he was a tough 

negotiator, but maintained strong supplier relationships by always treating 

them fairly. 

 

As a Friend, Dick was great fun to be around.   His enthusiasm and positive 

attitude made him a joy to spend time with.  Discussions with Dick were never 

boring… he immersed himself into every conversation passionately. Whether 

we discussed Politics, The Cubs, Golf, Investing, or the Business, Dick always 

had a unique perspective.   

 

Dick was a great Listener; a quality that we always admired.  He’d ignore all of 

“the noise” in the room and immerse himself into whatever you had to say…he 

cared about your perspective, and you knew it.   And whether we agreed or 

disagreed, we always enjoyed exploring different points of view. 

 

In the thirty years since we’ve moved to Seattle, Dick would always coordi-

nate the plans to get together with our Osco Friends whenever we would 

come into Chicago, for what always turned out to be a memorable and fun, 

get-together to reminisce about “The Good Old Days at Osco!”   

We were happy when he showed up with that big smile, and warm hugs for 

his many Friends at the Osco 85th Anniversary Gathering last year. 

 

As a Father, and Grandfather, Dick was very proud of his wonderful Family.  He 

adored his wife and Best Friend, Jeanne…They were the “Perfect Couple!”     

His Daughters, Tracey, Kelly, Megan and their Families brought so much Joy to 

his life.   

 

We will sincerely miss this Very Special Friend.  

 

Haven and Paula Ready 



My association with Dick started back in the 

early 60's. I was the Employee Benefits Manager for 

Jewel at 3617 S Ashland Ave. As part of my responsibili-

ties I was to notify any employee that upon their dis-

charge from the Military Service that their job at Jewel 

was waiting for them. Dick was one of the servicemen 

that I sent such a letter. (A few years back Dick gave me 

back said letter which I have somewhere).  A few years 

later while Managing Turn*Style # 703 in Skokie I re-

ceived a phone call from Ken Holly advising me that a 

person by the name of Dick Potokar was transferring 

from Jewel to Turn*Style and that he would be starting 

the following Monday.  Monday came and I waited at 

the front door at the normal starting time to greet the 

new Employee. Five minutes passed, then ten minutes 

and then walked in this man with a big smile and said his 

name was Dick Potokar, I have a tough time remember-

ing Dick being on time even when we would meet for 

lunch. Dick was a great addition to the soft goods team 

at Turn*Style and one heck of a softball player. Upon 

the demise of Turn*Style Dick joined the Osco team 

where we still continued our friendship. With the subse-

quent mergers and acquisitions Dick and I would get 

together for lunch. Then we both realized that we 

shared the same Financial Advisor and we would get 

together for lunch and have the advisor pick up the 

tab.  The world will miss Dick's smile and I know that I 

will miss his friendship. Dick was a good Human Being 

and would give you the shirt off his back. May he rest in 

peace.

 

Dick always had a kind word for everyone. I fondly re-

member those “Apparel “ days when Dick would come 

into the store and perform his “magic markdowns” to 

protect my margins. That is where I learned that same 

thing with video games. 

 

Thanks Dick for the memories and your friendship.  

 

Dean Kelsey 

I first met 

Dick when he came out to set up a 

Soft Goods section in my new store 

#434 in Freeport, Illinois.  I quickly 

learned he had a deep knowledge 

of the apparel industry, and knew 

exactly which products were best 

suited to maximize our sales. 

Later, when I joined the Merchandis-

ing team in Oak Brook, he would 

occasionally stop by my office to 

see how I was getting along.   He was always quick to 

offer a kind word, and was a big help to me as I ad-

justed to life in the office.  

Whenever I needed advice on Buying/Merchandising 

issues, I always knew that Dick would take time to 

listen, and help me work through the options to de-

termine next steps.   A selfless individual. 

 

Dick was truly unique, caring, fun loving, intelligent, a 

great provider for his family, and a good friend. 

 

Over the years, he had a major impact on me and indi-

rectly on my family. 

 

Our personal relationship actually began in earnest post 

Osco / Retirement and blossomed throughout the years. 

Numerous lunches and telephone conversations focused 

on investing, family, estate planning, grandchildren, IRA's, 

health, and of course, sharing lot's of memories of our 

previous work associates. We shared our concerns and 

hopes for the future. 

 

He loved everyone, and if he thought you were special, 

you knew it.  He especially loved his family.  I remember a 

number of canceled lunches when he had the need or 

opportunity to babysit or take care of family priorities. 

 

I wish we had more time together -- another giant of a 

man has left. 

 

John Dvorak 



I was barely old enough to drink alcohol when I 

met Dick Potokar.  He was a friend of my boss when I 

went from Osco to Turn*Style merchandising.  Fast for-

ward at least to the early 80’s when I went back to 

3030 to work for him.   

At the time, we were doing IHAP and Osco softgoods.  I 

was sent to help Dick with the technical part of the job 

which included anything and everything that pertained 

to a computer or printer oh yes, can’t forget deadlines.  

Just a few of things Dick charmed his way around.  And 

why not, everyone loved Dick and offered every oppor-

tunity to help him out.   

When I say everyone loved Dick, that’s no joke.  Dick’s 

vendors became friends. Proof of this is his long rela-

tionship with many of the salesmen.  

After several years at 3030, we were called back to the 

mother ship at 1818 and Dick split his time between 

IHAP at 3030 and Osco at 1818.  Just around the same 

time, he and Jeanne’s daughter Megan, made her en-

trance and Dick changed into a doting father as he was 

years ago with his older daughters, Kelly and Tracey.   

I went on to work for Stan Carlson and Dick gained a 

new assistant, but our friendship went from boss to 

friend.  My husband and Dick became good friends shar-

ing horse stories, golf games and the world of finance.  

Jeanne and I were friends for many pre-Dick years and 

our circle of friends included a total of 11 who spent 

New Year’s Eve together and other dinners.  So I’ve 

known Dick forever and am devastated by his passing.   

I’ll miss his laugh, his love for khaki pants and shorts, 

his saying “let me tell you a cute story”, driving his com-

pany car to pick up his briefcase that he put atop his 

car and it blew off on the highway (did I mention the 

guy who picked up the briefcase lived in Beloit?), drop-

ping off IHAP totes in his company car with his hair-

piece on the front seat from the night before’s tennis 

game, working a Saturday for IHAP and getting stuck 

on LSD because the Blue Angels were performing.  I 

could go on and on as the stories are endless.  I’m smil-

ing because it was part of our time together but more 

importantly because I experienced them first hand.  

Thanks for the memories, Dick.   

Dick was a wonderful man. I'll always remember 

sitting next to him as buyers at Osco. That is when we be-

came friends. He always offered help and advice to me as a 

fledgling buyer at the time. He LOVED beating me on the 

tennis court; him being the older wiser/craftier player. I 

can hear him even now saying, "Here I come!" when he'd be 

down a few games. He drafted me into the softball league 

and he was something to watch on that pitching mound. 

He'd have that big smile and great laugh as he'd strike you 

out....a real competitor. It's memories like that which will 

always keep him alive in my heart.  

So sorry to hear of Dick's passing. He was a great guy and I 

loved working with him back in the old TurnStyle days. We 

spent many a night in NYC working long days and late hours 

but because it was Dick we always had a good time. He really 

understood the depth of the "rag" business and had a great 

time working with Mike Kaplan's and Bob Quayle's teams. He 

will truly be missed by us all. 

 

Gerry Gonyo  

As a fledging assistant buyer coming in from the field, I will 

always remember Dick’s mentor ship and support...I didn’t 

even report into that shop but he sought me out and pro-

vided immense guidance. In the vernacular of unsung 

memorable people...Mr. Potokar has a rightful place.  Jour-

ney On Mr. Potokar!  

 

Campbell



 

The impact to our New England associates was minimal: one store. I believe we moved the Rx files from the Rut-

land, Vermont store into the Rutland Brooks Pharmacy and closed the Osco. 

The transition from Osco Drug to Brooks Pharmacy was very difficult for many reasons. 

Here are just a few: 

 It was the beginning of an era of pharmacist shortages 

 Brooks experienced high turnover with both pharmacists and management 

 Keeping stores open was a challenge because of these challenges 

 Changing the systems from Osco to Brooks was difficult due to lack of resources 

It took almost two years before we were able to get things under control again.  

In 2004, Brooks announced a purchase of 1,539 Eckerd stores from J.C. Penney. This purchase proved to be too 

much for Brooks Pharmacy to handle. Between the logistics of a small chain trying to absorb a purchase almost 

four times its size, along with the massive debt it acquired, with its limited resources, it eventually failed.  

In August 2006, Rite Aid announced the acquisition of all 1,854 Brooks stores and six distribu-

tion centers, making it the largest drug chain on the East Coast. This created another transi-

tion for our people.  Whether it was because it was our second time around or the fact that 

we were transitioning back to a large company, it felt better. 

Again, the impact to our Osco associates was minimal. Two of our Boston area stores were 

lost to CVS due to the inability to secure leases: East Boston and Roslindale.  Also, the Fenway store was closed 

and the property sold to Boston Children’s Hospital. 

In September of 2017, after the FTC blocked the acquisition of the entire chain, Walgreens purchased 1,932 Rite 

Aid stores and three distribution centers, leaving just over 2,500 Rite Aid stores.  Here’s where it gets interesting. 

The close-knit group has been split up into two: Rite Aid and Walgreens.  We were once partners and now compet-

itors, a very strange outcome. Example: Chuck Coupe, another Osco associate, and I were DMs together with Rite 

Aid, and I talked to him weekly.  Now there are obviously limitations as to what we can discuss. 

Rite Aid/Walgreens in New England today  

 In New Hampshire – all but six stores stayed as Rite Aid. 

 In Maine, Massachusetts, and Vermont – all but a handful of stores 

moved to Walgreens. 

                    impact to past Osco stores 

 Kittery, Maine became Walgreens 

 All Massachusetts former Osco Drug stores became Walgreens except Revere, Massachusetts, which 

remained Rite Aid 

 All New Hampshire former Osco Drug stores remained Rite Aid.  

Moving forward 

I was promoted to Area Transition Lead to help facilitate the transition to Walgreens. My area includes Massachu-

setts (north of Boston and far west) as well as Vermont. I work with Angelo Baittini and Chad Dufour, both DMs 

that were Osco associates.  

The transition will take up to two years, and I have no doubt that we will stay on schedule. Walgreens has a de-

tailed plan and can execute.   

 



Walgreens reminds me of Osco in many ways.  They both originated in the Chicago area; their corporate culture and 

management structure is very similar; the people are talented.  The only difference I can see is that everyone was old-

er when I was with Osco, and now they’re younger with Walgreens!  

Because of overlapping markets, Walgreens announced on day one the potential closing of up to 600 stores, some of 

which has begun.  These are the former Osco stores that closed recently (all in Massachusetts): Canton, Sharon, Ran-

dolph, Stoughton, Brockton, Lynn (sad, it was my first store as a Store Manager) Wilmington, Westford, Lowell (Wood 

Street), and Saugus. 

Closing these stores brought back fond memories of what a wonderful company Osco Drug was and the great times 

that I had: 

Water gun fights in the backroom when working for John McGovern (Aurora, IL). 

Living at California Club with Brad Trom. 

Chasing shoplifters in Aurora, IL, something I would lose my job for today. 

Market Manager meetings at Bob Cook’s place on Lake Sunapee, NH 

My experiences in the Oak Brook office. 

Many, many, many golf outings over the years. 

I’ve been asked many times through the years from Brooks and Rite Aid associates: What made Osco so great? 

My answer is always the same:  It’s the people. 

Rite Aid Pharmacy 

Jeff Schares, RVP, Northeast 

Chuck Coupe, DM, New Hampshire  

Kevin Bagley, SM, Manchester, NH  

Bart Bemis, SM, Manchester, NH  

Lynn Bemis, SM, Salem, NH  

Marc Cramer, SM, Manchester, NH  

Karen Comeau, SM, Hooksett, NH  

Aaron Faucher, SM, Hudson, NH  

Cheryl Faucher, SM, Milford, NH  

Steve Hatem, SM, Derry, NH  

Mark Lacroix, SM, Dover, NH 

Dean Lamoureux, SM, Stratham, NH  

Steve Parsons, SM, Milford, MA  

Cheryl Pearson, SM, Pelham, NH  

Sue McDuff, SM, Rochester, NH  

Kevin McLean, SM, Newmarket, NH  

Paul McNally, SM, Lee, NH  

Vikki Williamson, SM, Hudson, NH  

Larry Zukowski, SM, Portsmouth, NH  

Rand Bean, Rx Mgr., Lee, NH 

Krista Joy, Rx Mgr., Milford, NH  

Michelle Hare, Rx Mgr., Salem, NH 

Dante Lanzillo, Rx Mgr., Hudson, NH  

Doug Libby, Rx Mgr. Manchester, NH 

Chris Sylvester, Rx Mgr., Manchester, NH  

Dave Campbell, Rx Staff, Manchester, NH  

Karen Coupe, Rx Staff, Hudson, NH  

Lisa Dubray, Rx Staff, Londonderry, NH 

Pierre Laberge, Rx Staff, Milford, NH 

Jeff Leone, Rx Staff, Exeter, NH 

Cheryl Licausi, Rx Staff, Londonderry, NH 

Kate Nguyen, Rx Staff, Manchester, NH  

Mike Viggiano, Rx Staff, Milford, NH  

 

Walgreens: 

Glen Yergeau, ATL, Massachusetts and Vermont 

Angelo Battini, DM, Massachusetts 

Chad Dufour, DM, Vermont  

Alison Bean, SM, Quincy, MA 

John Cook, SM, Ashland, MA  

Ellen Giannusa, SM, Tewksbury, MA 

Debbie Green, SM, Lowell, MA 

Mike Joyce, SM, Everett, MA  

Elias Kokovidis, SM, South Boston, MA  

Wayne Lamoureux, SM, Kittery, ME 

Dave Lavalle, SM, Woburn, MA  

Victoria Lawson, SM, Norwood, MA 

Katherine Leavitt, SM, Somerville, MA 

Matt Leavitt, SM, Somerville, MA 

Kristen MacDuff, SM, Reading, MA 

Bill Pereira, SM, Mansfield, MA  

Jennifer Reardon, SM, Gloucester, MA 

John Sarnie, SM, Norwood, MA 

Kevin Sheehan, SM (Mary Sheehan), Medford, MA  

Stacey Smith, SM, York, ME 

Mike Sullivan, SM, West Medford, MA  

Vicki Westover, SM, Haverhill, MA 

Nancy Ganley, Rx Mgr., Somerville, MA 

Joe Piekos, Rx Mgr., Somerville, MA 

Paul Portnoy, Rx Mgr., Methuen, MA 

Mary Federico, Rx Staff, Methuen, MA 

Ted Primes, Rx Staff, North Andover, MA  

Gary Rada, Rx Staff, Methuen, MA 

The following is a list of prior Osco associates and where we landed after the asset sale.  I want to apologize in ad-

vance for misspelled names or anyone I inadvertently forgot. 


