
      I was the Regional Pharmacy Manager 

and District Manager of the Dakota stores for 25 years I 

often wondered what ever happened to the old Osco 

stores and the people that worked in them.  I decided to 

take a short trip of 1300 miles and drive around the Dako-

tas to find out. I really enjoyed the adventure and made 

some reconnections with a few of the old store manag-

ers.  In that I had a lot windshield time I recalled many 

great memories from the stores and the people that trav-

eled through the areas with me.  The first VP I worked 

with in my roles was Dave Maher.  It was fun to travel with 

Dave because he often got the company jet or a charter 

as he refused to spend that much time in a car.  Dave 

Gilles followed Dave when he got promoted.  After the 

sale of the Intermountain Region Jim Willyard and Gerry 

Bay began traveling the area with me.  Then Bill Bates fol-

lowed Jim and Bill traded the area so that we became part 

of LA Northwest for one year with Wanda White being the 

VP.  It was quite a year with Wanda and John Terry.  I flew 

to California 15 times that year!  Then back to Central to 

work with Bill Bates again.  And finally working with Gary 

Hunstiger until the end of the Osco era.  I remember trav-

eling with Dennis Palmer, Gerry Bay and Bill Bates; one 

time and I got a pretty hefty speeding ticket.....there were 

a lot of comments from these three comedians so I asked 

the officer for a receipt because I needed it for my ex-

pense report.......they never did find it in the expense re-

port but I assure you the fine was in there!  From the ear-

ly 60’s to 2006 there were only 3 Osco District Manag-

ers; Ron Haas had the longest run from the early 60’s un-

til 1988, then Al Hoskins from 1988 to 1995 and then I was 

the DM from 1995 until 2006.  CVS has had about 8 DM’s 

in the 8 years since I retired.  What a great run!  Fantastic 

people!  A ton of money made in these stores! Unbelieva-

ble memories and a lot of beer on the expense reports.  

In 2020 we’ll begin sharing Compny “Fun Facts” in the Con-

nections Newsletter.  Please e-mail your Osco/Savon Fun 

Fact to Oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com.  Fun Fact:   

 The dress code for Pharmacists never changed 

 Sav-on Drugs was the largest retailer of cosmetics in 

So California in the 60’s and 70’s.  Source LA Times  
 Free Giftwrap and Layaway at Christmas, $5.00 holds 

any item until December 24th 

Dining, travel, a new job, retirement, 

fun activities, observations, small 

get-togethers, etc.?   

Share your times with members - 

Send us a text, photo, brief email or 

your one-liners! 

A small gathering of Osco Alumni 

took place in Fargo, ND at the Paridiso Mexican restau-

rant on October 30th.  Snow flakes were in the air as the 

more savvy natives had already departed for warmer 

locations.  None the less the hardy ones shared stories of 

the good old days for a few hours and vowed to attend 

the spring gathering. 

L-R:  Mike Resvick, Bob Parmer, Cecil Schimke, Judy Fu-
glestad, Ron Skarperud, Ken Hopp, Curt Larson and Gary 
Hunstiger 
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Board Meeting  

Highlights  

December 14th, 2019  

ROMEO Club Brunch ROMEO (Retired 

Osco Merchandisers Eating Out)  

Date: Friday’s at 11:30 AM 

***Now through December 20th, gathering on 

the 1st and 3rd Friday each month. 

***Beginning January 3rd thru May 15th, gath-

ering every Friday  

Place:  The General Store        

Loc:  Scottsdale, AZ 

Time:  11:30 am 

Organizer:  Gerry Bay 

organizer’s email ID 

geralddbay@me.com      

 

Walker Golf Open & Luncheon 

Date: Saturday:  February 29th, 2020 

Place:  Dove Valley Ranch Golf Club  

Organizers: John McGovern  and 

 Stan Petersen  

organizer’s email ID 

jmcgov429@me.com 

stanp321@gmail.com 

 

AZ Osco/Savon Annual Spring Brunch 

Date: Sunday: March 1st, 2020 

Place:  Tonto Verde Ranch Golf Club 

Loc: Tonto Verde, AZ 

Time:  11 AM to 2 PM 

Organizer: Tom Nielsen 

organizer’s email ID 

tmnielsen25@gmail.com 

 

Savon 75th 

Date: Saturday:  July 25th 2020 

Place:  TBD 

Loc: TBD 

Time:  TBD 

Organizer: Dan Quinn & Al Pineda 

danquinn70@gmail.com  

alpineda09@yahoo.com 

 
Spouses, guests and friends are welcome to 
join in the fun and nostalgia at our events 

1.  Nominate yourself and or an-

other person by 2/15/2020. Email 

your nominations to: oscosavo-

nalumni@yahoo.com . 

2.  Slate of 2020 candidates will 

be finalized 2/29/2020 

3.  2020 Member Voting Ballot 

will be published on-line by 

3/15/2019 and included in the 

Spring 2019 issue of Connec-

tions  

4.  Voting takes place between 

3/15 and 4/1/2020 

5.    Ballots are counted 4/5/2020   

6.  Elected Board for 2020 - 2021 

term will be posted on the club’s 

website on 4/20/2020 

7.  Results will be published in 

the summer  issue of Connec-

tions 

8.  First meeting of the newly 

elected Board convenes in May  

of 2020 

 

President 

Vice President 

Treasurer  

Directors at Large   

Nominations can be emailed 

to: oscosavonalum-

ni@yahoo.com 

or send via USPS 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 

P.O. Box 1024     

Lombard, IL 60148 
Next Board Meeting 3/14/2020 

The Board meeting convened on Satur-

day, December 14th.  Alumni social 

gatherings plans are well underway for 

2020; Scottsdale in March, Indianapolis 

in May, New England in June, Southern 

California in July and Chicagoland in 

September.  Details will be published 

on the Website as well as in the Con-

nections Newsletter.  The Board ap-

proved $800.00 to support the Savon 

75th Reunion.  Content for the Spring 

and Summer issues of Connections 

were discussed and reviewed. As of 

December 12th, 308 members have 

paid their 2019 dues and the Board will 

be personally contacting the 38 delin-

quent members for 2019~Santa 

knows if you’ve paid or not! 

 

The Board of Directors also extends 

to you, your family and friends the 

warmest of Holiday wishes and all 

the best in the New Year.  We en-

courage you to take time during 

this, the busiest of all seasons, to 

make that call, take time to visit,  

slow down, appreciate all that you 

have and enjoy all of the wonderful 

freedoms this great Country of ours 

has to offer. 
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Minot ND   Osco Drug #833 in Minot ND was 

a very successful store that was managed by 

Dan Baranick until we relocated it to the Dako-

ta Square in the late 70’s. Dan had been a suc-

cessful manager in Illinois and maintains that 

he taught “Tork” everything he knew about 

the business.  Dan transferred to Minot in 

1966 and retired out of the mall store #502 in 

1993.  Minot was always one of the most prof-

itable stores in the Region.  Dan recently re-

turned from an Honor Flight trip to Washing-

ton DC and is looking great as he approaches 

his 90th birthday.  He still maintains his home 

in Minot as well as his beautiful lake home on 

Lake Audubon just south of Minot. Some of 

the assistants that worked for Dan include 

Ken Walker, Cecil Schimke, and Daryl 

Schatz.  After Dan retired from the mall a few 

of the managers that followed Dan include 

Rees Davies, Jim Klieman, Rob Merzlak and 

Duane Vincent.    Minot continues to be one of 

the top performers under the CVS banner as 

it continues to benefit from the oil business in 

western North Dakota. 

807 Bismarck ND opened in the mid 

1940’s and was then relocated to 913 in the Gateway Mall in the late 

70’s.  Currently there is a very nice bridal shop housed in the old loca-

tion and this picture of the old store is mounted on the wall by the 

checkout in the bridal shop.  Lloyd Waddingham was the manager that 

closed this location and moved to 913.  

833 

807 

Dan Baranick 



872 Bismarck ND opened around 

1970 in the Kirkwood Mall.  The store was probably 

best known as the District Office store that housed 

the infamous Ron Haas.  This was one of the highest 

volume stores during the holiday season.....stack it 

high and let it fly!  Some of the managers that ran 

this store include Pete Otte, Lynn Biel, Cas Klein, 

Wayne Herman and Aimee Eberle.  872 was relocated 

to an out lot of the mall in 2008 and is now a CVS 

store. 

  Pictured at the old location of 

Osco Drug #835 in downtown Grand Forks is Cecil Schim-

ke who was the manager of the store during the devas-

tating flood in April, 1997.  We had record snowfall dur-

ing the winter and expected a flood but the area had 

never seen a flood like the pending flood coming.  The 

store was less than 50 yards from the banks of the Red 

River of the North.  The Army Corp of Engineering had 

under estimated the crest and a day before we left the 

store we were told that the river would top the dikes 

but not sure how much.  A few days later we had a base-

ment full of water and about 5’ of water standing on 

the sales floor and pharmacy.  Everything except the 

pharmacy backup tape was destroyed.  Today a down-

town pavilion is at the old location as many buildings 

were torn down as most were very old and rebuilding 

would have been too expensive.  A pharmacy trailer was 

moved unto the new location on 32nd Ave in south 

Grand Forks within 10 days and Cecil and his pharma-

cists, Rod Nett and Barb Engle filled scrips until we 

moved into our new location Osco 920....pictured now as 

CVS Pharmacy.Some of the managers that worked as 

managers their include Dave Doerr, Dennis Johnson, Ste-

ve Smith(Skaggs) and Cecil Schimke.  Assistants include 

Daryl Schatz, Jerry Rivinius, Ron Wagner and Maggie 

Palmer. 

Cecil Schimke 

Wayne Herman 

835 

872 



806 Fargo was opened in 1942 being the 

6th store opened in the Osco Drug chain.  It was closed 

in 1982 and relocated to north Fargo in 1982.  It cur-

rently is home to 4 small eateries in a bustling down-

town Fargo ND.  Former managers include Mike Radtke, 

Dave Doerr, Gary Rosenau, and Curt Larson. 

Osco 512 was opened as an Osco Buttrey store in 

1982.  The Buttrey side closed in the late 80’s.  The 

store currently operates as a CVS Pharmacy in north 

Fargo.  Managers of this store include Curt Larson, 

Maggie Palmer, Nancy Voeller and Cathy Case.   

Osco 910 was opened as an Osco Buttrey store in early 

1975.  The location is currently a police sub station, 

county coroner office and Cass County Public Depart-

ment.  It was relocated to the corner of this property 

in 2010 as a CVS Pharmacy.  Managers of this location 

include Wally Fairfield, John Reinschmidt and Randy 

Bishoff.  

806 

910 
512 

Curt Larson 



919 Moorhead MN opened in 

1974 as an Osco Buttrey location.  The Buttrey side 

closed in the late 80’s.  This location had a company 

owned liquor store known as Case n’ Bottle, a small 

but high volume outlet.  The location today is run as 

a CVS Pharmacy.  Managers include Mike Radtke, Gary 

Rosenau, Maggie Palmer and Judy Fuglestad. 

844 Aberdeen is now a small 

women’s clothing store and a buffet restaurant 

on one of the best corners in Aberdeen.  Osco 

closed this store in 1989 when we sold it to a local 

pharmacist and he ran it as City Drug for a number 

of years.  Some of the managers that worked in 

this store include Wally Arneson, John Boyer, John 

Juhl and Cecil Schimke. 

844 

919 



945 Huron was opened in 1980 and 

closed in 2006.  Currently the entire Huron Mall is 

pretty much closed.  An entertaining fact about the 

opening of the store was that the Osco manager Ken 

Berreth knew Cheryl Ladd, the Charlie’s Angel actress 

who was from Huron, and he arranged a meet and 

greet with Cheryl for a few hours  during the grand 

opening.  Managers of the mall location include Ken 

Berreth, Ron Binger and Cathy Case. 
845 Huron was relocated to the Huron Mall in 

1980.  The location is now an agriculture consulting 

company.  It is interesting to note that our major 

competitor was Humphrey Drug 3 doors down.  The 

store was run by the family of Hubert H. Humphrey 

the Vice President of United States.  DM Ron Haas 

used to talk about meeting the VP in Huron.  It ap-

pears that Humphrey Drug recently closed. 

845 

Osco relocated to the Water-

town Mall in 1980 and closed this store in 2005.  It 

was an office supply store after we closed but the 

space is currently unoccupied.  Managers include 

John Reinschmidt, Joel Johns, Linda Hebeson, and 

Tim Flom. 

943 Watertown is now a craft store and it has been 

since Osco relocated to the Watertown Mall around 

1980.  Before Osco bought this store in was the Lyr-

ic Movie theatre.  The conveyer belt still works and 

the office setting is unchanged from the Osco 

days.  The craft store is on its last leg as Hobby Lob-

by has moved into Watertown and business is way 

down.  A few of the managers that ran the down-

town Watertown store include Lynn Beil and Bob 

Parmer. 

843 


