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2009 Spring Breakfast

On April 23, a beautiful, warm Spring Day, close to fifty alumni and friends met for breakfast at 
the Sandpiper Restaurant in Woodridge, Illinois.

Our original  intent was to have an update  on the business  from Jewel-Osco executives but it 
turned out the 23rd was the day Jewel-Osco broke a new Big Relief pricing program (up to 20% off 
on many items) and the execs weren’t able to make it.  However, that just left more time for 
conversation, which is the main function of these gatherings.  We did ask some in attendance to 
give short talks.

Jewel Retirees Club
Three members of the Jewel Retirement Club attended our Spring Breakfast.  Dave Stailey, well 
known to  many in  Osco when he worked for  Byron Luke in  the  Chicagoland region,  is  now 
President of the Jewel Club.  Lollie Ariola , the Secretary, and Ed Buron also joined us.

The  Jewel  Retirees  Club  was  started  in  1986.   Andy  Cosentino and  Marlyn  Meyer were 
instrumental in helping lead the Club for over 20 years.  Dave, Lollie, Frank Tyska, Bob Barthel, 
and others are now instrumental in keeping the Club active in the future.

The Jewel Retirees Club is having two social functions this year.  One was in early May, and the 
second will be a luncheon on September 16th, at the Alta Villa Restaurant in Addison.

Dave invited all Osco folks who are interested to attend their social functions.  You do not have to 
be a member of the Club.  Particularly for those who worked in the Chicago area, this would be a 
great opportunity to see old Jewel friends.  Further details will be in our August Connections.

Dave updated us on the many community projects that the Club is involved in.  

Ed Buron expanded on some of  the community  projects he is  involved in.   Ed,  Joe Buron’s 
brother, indicated Joe and Elie are living in the Woodlands, just outside Houston.  The warmer 
weather there is more conducive to Joe’s health as he has Parkinson’s.

Tork Fugelstad

We were happy to see Tork Fugelstad, who was instrumental in forming the Alumni Club in 1991 
and was its leader for ten years.  Tork always tries to make our meetings.  However, Tork and 
Shirley have 5 kids each, 25 grandchildren between them and that keeps them on a busy 
schedule throughout the year.
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2009 Spring Breakfast (continued)

Tork’s  first  wife,  Gerri,  passed  away  ten 
years ago from colon cancer.  Ever since, 
even  though  the  Doctors  said  a 
colonoscopy  was  only  needed  every  five 
years, Tork has had a test every two years. 
This past February, the test revealed Tork 
had colon cancer.  They were able to catch 
it  early  and  Tork  has  had  a  strong 
recovery.

Tork’s message to everyone was to have a 
Doctor’s  checkup  every  year,  and  to 
actively be in charge of your health.

50 /50 raffle
We had three winners in our 50/50 raffle. 
Barb Bunge won $40, Rose D’Agostini 
won $30, and John Kromer won $20.

 
John Kromer, Rose D’Agostini

Len Thielen, Roger Carpenter, 
Dean Kelsey

Other Notes

Jerry  and  Sheri  Hildebrandt traveled  the 
farthest distance to the event.  Bernie Kott tried 
to  claim  this  award,  saying  he  came  from 
Germany in 1959.

Jim & Edna Isaacson, 
Jerry & Sheri Hildebrandt

Bernie brought Joe Steinmeier to the breakfast. 
Joe worked for Bernie in the 70’s and 80’s as an 
engineer in Office Services.  He was originally 
hired at the Harrison Street office by Bev 
Ehlebracht, who was the office manager at the 
time.  Joe is 97 years old, looks great and is still 
quite active.

Leslie LaForce, Joe Steinmeier, Bernie Kott
Former Office Services’ Team
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Joyce Ruther, Rosie D’Agostini,
 Ed Blazek

Jim Isaacson & Lee Hoekstra

Diane & Ken Heatter, Sharon Gaffor

Lollie Ariola, Tork Fuglestad

Janet & Chuck Gundlach

Valerie Gorzka, Lollie Ariola,
 Barbara Salerno
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Ed Buron, John Fields

Reg Bogusch, Larry Bejnarowicz,
 Linda Bogusch

Mary & Stan Carlson

Barb Bunge, Len Thielen,
 Fred Bunge

Tork Fuglestad, Dona Blunt,
 Dick Potokar

Lollie Ariola, Jean Schneider,
 Dave Stailey
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Early Bird Registration
for Alumni Events

At  the  April  23rd breakfast,  two  free 
breakfasts were awarded in a drawing that 
included the names of  all  attendees whose 
RSVP  and  payment  were  received  by  the 
deadline date.

We will continue awarding two free meals at 
future events.  All members and guests are 
eligible.   We  continue  to  welcome  all  who 
can attend, even at the last minute, as we 
realize plans can change.  

In  our  planning  with  the  restaurants  or 
banquet  halls,  it’s  important  to  be  able  to 
give them a pretty firm head count prior to 
any of our events, and your providing an on-
time RSVP and payment will be very helpful. 
Therefore,  for  this  event  and  continuing 
forward,  we  will  have  a  drawing  for  all  of 
those who get their reservation to us by the 
specified deadline.

We always welcome everyone who can make 
these events, even at the last minute.

In the drawing for those who qualified for the 
February  event,  free breakfasts  were 
awarded  to  Stan  Carlson and  Larry 
Bejnarowicz.

Stan Carlson, Larry Bejnarowicz

Welcome new members

Lollie Ariola
1230 Biscayne Dr
Elk Grove, IL 6007
Phone:  847-437-5157
Email:  lols10@aol.com

Barb Elias-Blankenship
1331 Dusty Sage Ct
Henderson, NV 89014
Phone:  702-547-4753
Email:  sunnylv96@cox.net

John Burke
260 Lyman Road
Milton, MA 01186
Phone:  617-696-5684 (HM)
            508-253-8670 (WK)
Email:  John.Burke@Staples.com

Alan Powell
2622 Cedar Crest Dr
Columbus, IN  47203
Phone:  812-372-9905
Email:  Powellalan@comcast.net

Dave Stailey
208 East Hackberry Drive
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
Phone:  847-253-6553
Email:  Dave@Stailey.com

Where are they now? ? ?
We encourage members to give us news on their 
activities in retirement or in their post “Osco/Sav-on” 
careers.  The following are some info recently 
received.

Betty BalleuAllen
Betty continues to live at Aspen Meadows in 
Billings, MT.  She and her niece Judy Foster 
enjoy lots of good times, concerts and ice 
cream.  Judy says Betty has a great attitude 
and feels blessed.  She often says she is quite 
“spinarky” – fantastic, cool, awesome and Judy 
totally agrees; that Betty is an amazing lady. 
Judy always takes the newsletter and looks at 
the old pictures with Betty.  She remembers 
people and good times at Osco.

Lorraine Pflug
Spends winters in Florida as she doesn’t like the 
snow and cold anymore,

mailto:Powellalan@comcast.net
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Terry Madden

Over  150  people  including  many  previous 
Osco/Sav-on associates, joined Terry and Tim 
Madden for the Grand Opening celebration of 
their Assisting Hands Home Care business on 
March 25th.  The Fountain  Hills Chamber of 
Commerce emceed  the  ceremony  which 
included speeches by  the  CEO of  Assisting 
Hands Home Care, Dick Redneck and Arizona 
Regional Developer, Dr. Gail Silverstein.
 
Assisting Hands Home Care - Scottsdale, is a 
non-medical  in-home  care  business  that 
strives  to  improve  the  lives  of  the  clients 
they  serve  while  providing  financially  and 
personally  fulfilling  jobs  for  the  caregivers 
they  employ.  Their  caregivers  allow  for 
clients  to remain safely and comfortably  in 
their  residence  of  choice  while  getting 
assistance to  perform  daily  living  activities 
such  as transportation  to  and from 
appointments, prescription drop-off and pick-
up,  laundry,  light  housekeeping,  meal 
preparation as well as more servicing clients 
in more difficult situations such as those with 
dementia,  Alzheimer’s, ALS,  etc.  Each 
caregiver is personally interviewed and each 
client's  situation is  personally  monitored  by 
Terry and Tim to make sure all expectations 
are  exceeded.  Each  caregiver  is trained, 
bonded,  insured  and  criminal  background 
checked.
 

Terry and Tim own three Assisting Hands 
franchises whose area covers Paradise 

Valley, North Phoenix, North Scottsdale, 
Fountain Hills/Rio Verde, Cave 

Creek/Carefree, North Glendale, North 
Peoria, Anthem, New River/Black Canyon City 

areas.

Terry and Tim were featured in a 2008 Business 
Week article before opening their business and 
have  since  been  interviewed  by  both  the 
Phoenix  Business  Journal  and  the  Arizona 
Republic whose articles are to be published this 
summer.
 
They would love for you to stop by their office 
located  at  10789  N.  90th  Street,  Suite  102, 
Scottsdale, AZ. 85260. Office phone:  (480)767-
3246.  Come on by and say HI!

Maury Freidson
Enjoyed  a  40-year  career  with  Sav-on  Drugs; 
the last  23 years were as a District  Manager. 
Retired in 1994.  After 12 years of retirement, 
Maury  felt  the  need  to  be  productive  again. 
Joined  SCORE  –  Service  Corps  of  Retired 
Executives,  giving  counsel  to  small  business. 
(John Benner of Jewel and Lucky is a Chapter 
Member.)   Maury  also  volunteers  with  the 
Newport Beach Police Department – doing “cop-
like” stuff – Lots a fun!!

Maury Freidson
126 Via Orvieto
Newport Beach, CA 92663
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IN MEMORIAM

We recently learned of the passing of the 
following:

Carol Otvos -  Administrative Assistant 
-  Real  Estate  for  41+  years  –  February, 
2009

Some sad news – Carol had recently retired 
just two weeks prior  to her passing.  She 
took an “early” retirement – glad she did, 
at least she had the happiness of everyone 
hugging her and saying goodbye and good 
luck.  Carol may have had a heart attack.

Donations can be sent to:

Christian Children’s Fund
P.O. Box 26507

Richmond , VA   23261
Or

Casa Mea
6705 Shadow Crest Drive

Plano , TX   75093

Please keep Carol’s family in your thoughts 
and prayers.

Diane Curtis

We are deeply saddened by the loss of one 
of our members.  Diane Curtis passed away 
on Friday, May 1st.   Diane was one of the 
lead  associates  in  the  Ad  Strategy 
Department  (Ad  Planning)  and  worked 
directly  for  Jan  Claerhout at  the  Jewel 
office in Itasca, IL. 

Diane was only 47 years old and was married to 
Kevin for 24 years.  She is also survived by her 
two children, Ben and Stephanie Curtis.

Condolence cards to the family should be 
sent to:

Jewel Food Stores
c/o Human Resources
150 Pierce, Suite 200

Itasca , IL.60143
 

Louis Bergantino

Louis passed away on March 23.  He was a long 
time employee at the Elk Grove Warehouse.

Condolences can be sent to Louis’ daughter & 
son-in-law:

Sue & John Oliveri
1516 Walnut Court
Lombard, IL 60148

On behalf  of  the  Alumni  Club,  we  extend our  
deepest  sympathies  to  the  families  who  have 
lost loved ones.

ARIZONA GOLF OUTING
AND LUNCHEON

On the weekend of February 14 and 15, 2009, 
over  40  Alumni  and  guests  gathered  for  a 
luncheon  at  the  Terravita  Country  Club  in 
Scottsdale,  Arizona  for  their  Fourth  Annual 
event.   Jerry  Gonyo was  the  driving  force 
behind the luncheon, with the help of his right-
hand, Darlene, and facilitators John McGovern 
and Ken Walker.

And again this year, through Ken Walker’s hard 
work,  the  golf  outing  proved  to  be  very 
successful.  This was our third year at this Club which 
continues to bring challenges to all levels of golfers.

A super time was had by all.  If anyone would 
like  to  come  to  this  event  next  year,  please 
contact  Jerry  Gonyo  (jerndar@cox.net) or  Ken 
Walker (ken.walker@rapidtouchusa.com) so you 
can be added to their invite list. 

A  March  2010 event  is  planned  instead  of 
February in hopes that more ”snowbirds” would 
attend.  Details to follow in an upcoming issue of 
Connections.  All current and former associates 
and guests are welcome to attend.

If anyone is interested in an October event, let 
Jerry Gonyo know.

Photos  from  this  event  are  on  the  following 
pages.

mailto:ken.walker@rapidtouchusa.com
mailto:jerndar@cox.net
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Mike Cihlar, Stan Petersen

Dick Davis, Bob Potter, 
John McGovern, Greg Hauk

Patty White, Julie Ann & Ken Walker

John Cerni, Lee Hoekstra, 
Brent Keil, Gerry Bay

Nadine Brune, Jeff Brune, 
Lee Hoekstra, Dave Janowicz

Gerry Bay, Mike Cihlar, Bob Potter
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Registration by Darlene Gonyo, Jack & Bev 
O’Connell, Jim & Gloria Johnson

John McGovern, Paul DeGaetano, Arlyn 
White

Liz Garrett, Jeff Brune, Deone Petersen,
 Jim Willyard, Stan Petersen

Jerry Gonyo, John McGovern

Chuck & Wanda White

Jerry & Tsue Ostermann, Patty White

Ken & Julie Ann Walker
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John & Sharon McGovern

Jeff & Nadine Brune

Brent Keil & Ron Grove

A Little Humor

HOW TO CALL THE POLICE when you are old 
and don't move so fast anymore.

George, an elderly man, from Meridian, MS was 
going  up  to  bed,  when his  wife  told  him that 
he'd left the light on in the garden shed, which 
she  could  see  from  the  bedroom  window. 
George opened the back door to go turn off the 
light, but saw that there were people in the shed 
stealing  things.

He phoned the police, who asked "Is someone in 
your house?" He said "No," but some people are 
breaking into my garden shed and stealing from
me.  Then the police dispatcher said "All patrols 
are  busy.  You  should  lock  your  doors  and  an 
officer  will  be  along  when  one  is  available." 
George said, "Okay."

He hung up the phone and counted to 30.  Then 
he phoned the police again.  "Hello, I just called 
you  a  few  seconds  ago  because  there  were 
people stealing things from my shed.  Well, you 
don't have to worry about them now because I 
just shot them," and he hung up.

Within  five  minutes,  six  Police  Cars,  a  SWAT 
Team,  a  Helicopter,  two  Fire  Trucks,  a 
Paramedic, and an Ambulance showed up at the 
Georges’  residence,  and  caught  the  burglars 
red-handed.

One of the Policemen said to George, "I thought 
you said that you'd shot them!"  George said, "I 
thought you said there was nobody available!"

Don't mess with seniors!!
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Future Osco/
Sav-on Alumni Website

In February, shortly after the Alumni Outing in 
Scottsdale, the Alumni Club was approached 
with a proposal to help build a website for the 
Osco/Sav-on  Alumni  Club.   The  site  would 
have the latest news and information on the 
Club and its  members.   This  would include, 
but not  necessarily be limited,  to upcoming 
events,  Board  announcements,  Where  Are 
They Now, In Memoriam, Look Back In Time, 
Connections  issues,  archived  photos  and 
articles,  password  protected  directory,  and 
much more.  It can be a great vehicle to bring 
together  all  those  who  worked  for  the 
company over the years.

The development  team of  Rapid  Touch LLC 
has been working with Club President Roger 
Carpenter and the rest of the Board to help 
develop the website, and provide the training 
and tools to maintain it on an ongoing basis.

This  is  an  exciting  development,  and  we’ll 
keep  you  posted  as  we  move  toward 
finalizing  the  website.   We’re  grateful  to 
Rapid Touch LLC for their initiative and help 
on this project.

Alumni  members  can  go  onto  the  site  for 
current  news,  upcoming  events,  photos  of 
recent activities and historical events.  It will 
allow  members  to  renew  their  membership 
online  as  well  as  sign  up  for  new  events. 
There will be a blog to allow each member to 
send in contributing news and information on 
what  is  going  on  with  our  members  across 
the  country.   News  articles  will  be  posted 
frequently  so  you  will  have  updates  more 
often  than  the  periodic  newsletter.   These 
articles then can also be used to help build 
the newsletter.  It will also provide the option 
for  the  newsletter  to  come electronically  to 
you rather than the paper copy by mail.  We 
hope that you will use this site and contribute 
to  the  articles  and  to  thoughts  about  what 
you  would  like  to  see  on  the  site  for  the 
future.

There  will  also  be  a  password  protected 
directory  on  the  site  that  will  be  available 
only  to  those  users  that  register  and  are 
approved  by  the  administrator.  This  will 
protect the privacy of the information that is 
provided.

This will  be your website, and there will  be a 
“contact  us”  section  for  you  to  send  any 
thoughts on how the site can be improved.  
Please let us know your thoughts. 

For now, continue to send us your comments 
at oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com.

    
DIRECTORY UPDATES

Please note the following changes in our 
Membership Directory:

Haven Ready - New address
2980 76th Avenue S.E., #203
Mercer Island, WA  98040-5937

Bill Stevens
3102 Barley Circle
Green Bay, WI 54311-5063

  

SAVE THE DATE
 

The next Alumni Club event is 
scheduled for Thursday, 

October 15th at White Pines 
Golf Club in Bensenville.  This 

event will be an evening dinner 
with cash bar and lots of time to 

drift around and socialize. 
Spouses and friends are always 
invited to attend our events as 

guests.  Look for more 
information in the next 

Connections.

Please save the date, mark your 
calendar and plan on attending.

mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com
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