
 
 

Walgreens and Rite Aid pressed 

to find store buyers 
It looks like one divestment possibility for Walgreens Boots 
Alliance (WBA) isn’t panning out as it works with the Federal 
Trade Commission to gain antitrust clearance for its acquisition 
of Rite Aid. 
 
WBA hasn’t been able to sway private equity firms to buy a 
chunk of Walgreens and/or Rite Aid stores earmarked for sell-
off. The reason: these stores, numbering 650, lack the 

geographic 
concentration to form 
the basis of a viable 
retail drug store 
operation.  That’s not 
surprising. After all, a 
big reason for the 
merger and the 
consolidation in the 
chain drug industry is 
that the changing 

economics of pharmaceuticals have made scale paramount, 
and small players continue to get squeezed out of the market. 
So a 650-store operation would have a tough go of it these 
days, especially when you consider that after CVS/pharmacy, 
Walgreens and Rite Aid, the next-largest pure retail drug store 
chain in the U.S. is Kinney Drugs, with around 100 stores. 
 
The list of large potential suitors for the Walgreens/Rite Aid 
stores was not long at the get-go, with CVS, Walmart and 
Kroger being the primary possibilities. Media coverage of the 
merger continues to zero in on CVS as the likeliest buyer of divested 

stores. But reports 
note that CVS is being 
careful to avoid 
cannibalization as it 
sifts through potential 
Walgreens/Rite Aid 
stores for purchase.  
Meanwhile, WBA and 
Rite Aid have 
continued to say they 
expect the transaction 
to be approved by the 
end of 2016. WBA 

recently gave an update on its talks with the FTC to get approval for the 
$17.2 billion acquisition, which was unveiled last October. While WBA 
said it’s “actively engaged” in negotiations with the regulator and “is 
exploring potential divestiture remedies to address certain issues raised 
in those discussions,” the company also upped its estimate of potential 
store divestitures to between 500 and 1,000, compared with its earlier 
forecast of 500 or less.                                   (courtesy of Chain Drug Review) 

 

Illinois Alumni Members Continue 

2016 Tour of the Mediterranean                       
 

This past May, alumni members and their spouses each had a 
fantastic time in the Greek Islands.  The cusine and wine was 
simply marvelous.  And the 
special alumni rate could not 
be beat - $35 per person.  All 
are excited as the club’s 2016 
tour of the  Mediterranean 
continues.  This November, 
we’re going to Italy!  And to 
top it off, the club has 
negotiated an even better rate 
– only $30 per person!   
 
Of course, we’re talking about the delightful time all members had 
at the Greek Islands restaurant in Lombard, Illinois which took 
place at the spring dinner in May.  Our upcoming autumn dinner 

event is at Maggiano's Little 
Italy in Oak Brook, Illinois 
on November 10, 2016 -- a 
Thursday.  So clear your 
calendar and make plans to 
attend a fun and intimate 
gathering of Osco friends.  
And Oak Brook is really 
close by - no need to pack 
a bag, travel to the airport, 

check luggage or stand in those long TSA security lines!  Not a fan 
of night-time driving or never used 
Uber?  Just check and see who is 
planning to attend and who lives 
near you… car-pooling is fun and 
econmomical!  The menu, RSVP 
information and other details are on 
page 5. 
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Join the Ranks!  
Become 

An Alumni Club 
Volunteer 

 
 

A lot of behind-the-scenes effort goes 
into creating materials that help  sustain 
your Alumni Club.  We are always in 
need of member involvement to 
produce articles of interest to share on 
our website and in the Connections 
newsletters.  We are in need of a 
member who has a working knowledge 
of database software e.g. Microsoft 
Access, Lotus Approach, etc.  We are 
also looking for volunteers to help 
maintain the club’s website.   
 

If you have an interest and are willing to 
assist just submit the following for 
consideration:  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Hello everyone!  I hope that you 
have had a great summer.  
Personally, it’s been a very good 
one for me.  However, I need to 
head south to Florida as it’s starting 
to get cold here in the Chicago area 
and way too soon.  Hopefully, we‘ll 
experience a milder winter 2016 - 
2017.  Maybe most of you will be 
able to escape to warmer climates 
as well!!!   
 

I am sorry to inform you of the 
passing of club members Jeff 
Brune, Bunnie Guanci, June 
Schultz, and Irene Krawiec.  Our 
thoughts are with their families and 
friends. 
 

Our vice president, Dean Kelsey is 
in the process of forming a 
committee to work on the August 
2017 banquet to commemorate 
Osco’s 80

th
 Anniversary.  We had 

an amazing turnout for our 75
th 

in 
2012 and hopefully we’ll have a 
larger one in 2017.  If you would 
like to help out with next year’s 
event, please email me. 
 

In closing, we look forward to 
seeing you at one of our upcoming 
social events – we have many 
planned – see page 4 for the dates. 
 

 

Barbara Salerno 
Editor, Connections  

    Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024       
Lombard, IL 60148-8024 
www.oscosavonalumni.com 

oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
 
 

 

 

 

Boo-oard Meeting 
Highlights 

August 26, 2016 
 

At our August 26
th
 meeting, Treasurer 

John Fields reported that Club finances 
remain in good shape.  We have been 
making deposits to fund our banquet 
reservations at Pheasant Run for the 
OSCO@80 Reunion in August 2017.   
 

We have 25 members whose dues are 
delinquent; they will be receiving a 
follow-up email from a Board member.   
 

Board members continue to reach out to 
former associates for “where are they 
now” articles for Connections.  You don’t 
need to wait to be contacted, send in a 
recent photo and tell us what you’ve 
been up to and we’ll add it to a future 
edition of Connections. 
 

The Board thanks our behind-the- 
scenes club contributors, those 
individuals that help the club on an on-
going basis or at regional events.    Sue 
Oliveri set’s up our Board meeting 
conference calls and the mailing of the 
Connections newsletter, Darlene Mann 
assists Barbara Salerno with dues 
payments and Anthony Accardi assists 
with Facebook.  Stan Carlson writes and 
coordinates many of the articles of 
interest we publish.  Gerry Bay writes a 
weekly Scottsdale ROMEO blog.  John 
McGovern and Stan Petersen 
coordinate the annual Walker Open golf 
outing.  Recently Kathy MacDonald, 
Tammi Gervais and Glen Yergeau 
helped at this summer’s New England 
golf outing.   
 

If you would like to share your time and 
talent just contact one of your Board 
members or email us at 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com. 
 
It’s that easy! 

 
Next board meeting:  

Friday, November 18, 2016 
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Name: ________________________ 
 
Areas of Interest: ______________ 
______________________________
______________________________ 
______________________________
______________________________ 
 
Address:______________________ 
 
City: _____________  State:______ 
 
ZIP: ________ Phone: ___________ 
 
Email:  _______________________ 
 
Year of Hire: __________________ 

 
Mail to: 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024 

Lombard, IL 60148-8024 

Or email: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
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Former alumni club president 
Roger Carpenter thanks 
everybody for the calls, 
greetings, emails, thoughts and 
prayers before and since his 
shoulder joint replacement 
surgery this past July.  He is 
happy to report that, although 
there is still discomfort and 
severe weakness, he is on the 
mend - 14 staples to the left 
shoulder - yikes!  Roger will be 
back in tip-top shape for the golf 
event at the August 2017 Osco 
80

th
 Anniversary Reunion.  

 

 

ROMEO Brunches Resume 
by Gerry Bay 
 

1. Friday, September 16
th
 was our first brunch for the fall of 

2016 and it was a beautiful Arizona day of sunshine and 90 
degree weather.....patio time.   Nadine Brune was in 
attendance with her special date, Divot the wonder 
dawg.  He helped her with her patty melt and French fries 
for sure.  It was great to see her and she shared a Jerry 
Gonyo photo album full of Jeff Brune pictures over 
numerous brunches and luncheons.  A wonderful 
remembrance of our good friend Jeff, who passed away in 
August.   

2.  
3. Tom Nielsen, in between bites of his whipped cream and 

strawberries (on a waffle) shared his latest wonderful river 
trip going from Memphis to New Orleans.  The river boat 
was an authentic replica of the ole original and the country 
side was the magnificent scenes of the south.  It sounds 
like the food was a star of the show, where they had 8 
meals per day, not counting wine and cocktails.  Brent Keil 
was chomping on his Denver omelet as we discussed the 
political landscape surrounding us.  The only thing we can 
all agree on is that President Obama was born in the 
US....or was he?    

4.  
5. John Eversman was present and enjoying his first meal at 

the General Store.  I must say, the club sandwich looked 
delicious but was a very plentiful offering, at least for 
most.  I don't know how he did, but he kept eating and 
eating and guess what.....................Stan Petersen broke 
curfew and was in attendance only because Deone is in 
South Dakota.  He indicated that his father-in-law was 
riding in a parade on the back of a convertible celebrating 
his tenure as home coming king many decades ago.  You 
could tell that Stan was slightly jealous at all the attention 
he was getting.  We need to check Stan’s high school 
yearbooks to see what he was known for.  Frank Stock was 
again enjoying his turkey burger.  He just returned from 
sometime in New Jersey looking after his mother who has 
been having some challenges....a tough lady.  This was a 
great start for more ROMEO Brunches. 
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Connections Editor:  
 
 

I read with great interest the excellent article about the success of 
Crest Photo in the summer issue of Connections.  Dave Gillis and 
his team created an operation that became one of Osco’s most 
valuable “suppliers”.   
 

There’s an interesting sidebar story that few people knew about 
the launch of OSCO PHOTO EXPRESS.  In 1980, as I recall, the 
Chicago Tribune had a marketing columnist named George 

Lazarus who wrote a well-read column in the daily Business 
section. 
 

The Osco Photo Express TV, radio, and print ads were scheduled 
to break on a Monday.  The Wednesday before the break, Ed 
Holzer of our ad agency called me with the idea of “leaking” a hint 
of this big event to Lazarus.  It sounded like a great idea to me so 
I agreed. 
 

Sure enough, on Thursday or Friday, Lazarus phoned me fishing 
for more information.  I played along and questioned (gee whiz) 
how he knew about the new program.  I finally allowed as how he 
already knew so much, I might as well tell him about it.  I let him 
“wring” the info out of me with the promise he keep quiet about it 
and not mention my name. 
 

Of course, in Lazarus’ Sunday column he wrote that he had it from 
an informed source that Osco was going to announce “Osco Photo 
Express—Back Next Day or Free”.    Lazarus got his scoop and we 
got advertising that money couldn’t buy.    
 

Bob Braden 
 

 

Gerry Bay, John Eversman, Stan Petersen,  

Nadine Brune, Frank Stock, Tom Nielsen, Brent Keil 

Do you have a question, comment,   
observation, idea or other inquiry? 

Send it to us! 
Email your message to: oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

 

We’ll research and respond to your inquiry 

 

mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

ROMEO (Retired Osco Merchandisers Eating Out)  

 

(Arizona Annual Alumni Golf Outing) 
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    RSVP at the club’s website, pay via PayPal OR respond by mail to: 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club, P.O. Box 1024, Lombard, IL 60148   

 
Or RSVP and Pay on-line at www.oscosavonalumni.com 

 

Come to the "Taste of Italy" this November 10, 2016 at Maggiano's in Oak 

Brook!  Maggiano's is renowned for their food and ambiance. Our evening 

will be memorable for the food and friends. 

 You'll get the BEST Italian Food  

this side of Napoli 

 You'll get the FINEST alcoholic  

beverages that your money  

can buy (Cash Bar) 

 You'll be among the GREATEST 

co-workers any company ever had 

 

ALL FOR ONLY 

$30.00 

a person 

 

Maggiano's is located in the Oakbrook Center off Spring Road next to the 

Container Store & just across from the Cheesecake Factory 

 

Illinois Alumni Autumn Dinner – Thurs, November 10, 2016 @6pm 

 

 

                        

                       MAGGIANO'S 

                       FAMILY STYLE         

                       MEAL 

                       SELECTION: 

 

Appetizers: 

Italian Antipasti 

Sausage & Peppers 
 

Salad: 

Caesar Salad 
 

Mains: 

Chicken & Spinach Manicotti 

Shrimp Fra Diavolo 
 

Dessert: 

Vera's Lemon Cookies 
 

Beverages:  

Coffee, Tea, Soft Drinks 
 

 

RSVP by November 1, 2016 for inclusion in the drawing for two free dinners! 
 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/


  

In July 1956,  I had completed my first year of college.  

I was broke and looking for a job.  I had applied at the 

local Osco Drug (#819-Springfield, Illinois) but hadn’t 

heard anything for a few weeks.  Then I got a call from 

the store manager, Jack Skyles.  He said I wasn’t his 

first choice to fill the position because he thought I was 

too young.  Jack said he had hired two other guys but 

they didn’t work out.  He said he’d give me a try if I 

still wanted the job, so I took it! 

 

I started to work in the Lobby area.  The pay was $60 

per week.  For this salary, you worked 54 hours a week 

(and expected to work even more hours if you really 

wanted to get ahead at Osco).    The schedule alternated 

- one week all nights and next week days, etc.  Within 

three months, I was buying all the candy, gum, mints 

(all were direct orders) and all tobacco products.  This 

was pretty heavy stuff for an 18 year old and it was fun.  

Also, the interaction with the customers was a lot of 

fun, too. 
 

In 1956, Osco had 22 stores.  Company sales for the 

drugstore chain totaled $19,085,000.  At Osco, the 

prices were and highly competitive. We sold nickel 

candy bars.  Chewing gum sold at 4 packs for 15¢; the 

bestselling cigars were 6¢ each; lipsticks were $1.00 

and $1.50; most women’s fragrances ranged from $5 to 

$10; we frequently ran aspirin 100 count for 9¢; also 

rubbing alcohol for 9¢; almost all the paperback books 

sold at 35¢ to 50¢; most greeting cards were also in this 

price range.  Many items were sold at Fair Trade prices 

which were applied to all cosmetics and fragrances, 

many appliances and electric shavers.  We couldn’t 

discount electric razors but we could offer $10 trade-in 

allowances.  If a customer didn’t have an electric razor 

to trade in, we would sell them a 98¢ Gem safety razor 

then take it as a trade-in and give the customer $10 off -

- we got away with it!  Even Parker Brothers 

Monopoly games were on Fair Trade but we ran an ad 

at $1.99.  We were reported by a competitor but when 

Parker Brothers saw how many games we sold, they 

looked the other way. 

 

All cosmetics & fragrances had to be sold with a 10% 

Federal Luxury Tax so their price tickets had to reflect 

this (i.e. $3.50 plus 35¢ tax). 

In our FLASHBACK feature this quarter, alumni club member Bob Braden shares his experiences and observations through a forty 
year career with Osco.  Bob’s career with Osco began in a downstate Illinois store in the late 1950s, a few years before Jewe l 
Companies acquired Osco.  Today, Bob and spouse Sharron live in a retirement community in Naperville, Illinois.   Both continue to 
play a lot of bridge in their community and in other venues.   Bob has two granddaughters - one is a junior at University of Wisconsin, 
Whitewater and the other is just enrolled as a freshman at Columbia-Chicago.  
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1957: Ed Drake, Stu Lercher 1957: Lobby Bullpen – Candy side 

1957: Osco #819 Springfield, IL  Lobby Bullpen – Tobacco side 



  
Gradually, Fair Trade went away.  This was 

advantageous for Osco because we could run hot 

ad prices on many more items to build customer 

traffic.  About the only merchandise we couldn’t 

discount were cosmetics/fragrances which were 

price maintained by contract. 
 

The competitive landscape was very different in 

the 1950’s and early 1960’s.  There were no          

K-Marts, no Walmarts, and no real discount stores 

yet.  Osco was the big price promoter in all of our 

markets. We ran many items at or below cost and 

really drove customer traffic into our stores. 
 

Another aspect of our company during this era was 

the fact that that there was no warehouse for the 

stores.  We bought everything direct or through 

major distributors or importers.  These were the 

years of dealing with “peddlers”.  There were 

many manufacturers’ representatives who 

travelled to the stores to sell their lines.  Also, the 

major importers like Isaac B. Cohen, Morris 

Struhl and Saul Mintz etc. were regular callers on 

our stores.  They all loved Osco because of the 

quantities we bought and sold.  We loved looking 

first-hand at all the latest merchandise and placing 

orders and then watching it fly out of the store. 
 

In 1957, Jack Skyles was promoted and Bill 

Mayfield became the store manager.  Bill was still 

the manager in 1959 when I left to finish college.  

I went to Millikin University in Decatur, Illinois. 

Osco later opened store #829 in Decatur in 1960, 

so I went back to work part-time (39 hrs./week) 

until I graduated in 1962.  After a short stint in the 

army, I came back to Osco to work at store #815 

in Terre Haute, Indiana which had just relocated to 

a much larger location. Terre Haute was a fun 

store, because I started writing all the ads and the 

Terre Haute customers really responded to ads.  

On grocery items, we never sold fewer than 100 to 

150 units. 
 

After Terre Haute, I was at Osco #818 in 

Bloomington, Illinois as a 2
nd

 Assistant.  Later, I 

was moved into the office in Melrose Park, Illinois 

in 1966.  My initial assignment was to develop a 

set of new store opening orders.  Up to this time, 

the management team of a new store came in and 

essentially copied the opening orders of the last 

new store opened.  This process resulted in some 

bad decisions to perpetuate.  The prevailing 

wisdom was to order virtually everything carried 

by most manufacturers.  For example, if we were 

ordering from five plastic manufacturers and if 

each offered a 5 qt. pail we opened with five 5 qt. 

pails.  We really used a shotgun approach and as a 

result, new stores were opened with huge 

inventories - over $300,000 to $350,000.  We were 

able to plan the merchandise selection more 

logically and cut the inventory by about 30% and 

still have everything needed. 
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  With the joining of “Country” Osco & 

“Chicago” Osco in 1969 to form Osco Drug, 

Inc., I was assigned a job as one of the Group 

Merchandise Managers with a group of 

Buyers. 
 

After the sale of Turn*Style in 1978, I was 

asked to take over management of the 

Advertising Department.  We started to 

develop chain-wide ad programs and produce 

these ads in the Oak Brook office. 

 

I was fortunate enough to have a great team of 

creative people in the department and 

thoroughly enjoyed this new phase of my 

career.  We were producing great print ads and 

we had a top notch ad agency supporting us for 

broadcast advertising.  Ed Holzer and his 

agency helped us in the development of a 

dynamite TV ad package for the intro of the 

“Osco Photo Express” next day or free photo 

processing.  It was a huge success. 
 

 Likewise, in 1988 working with the agency, 

we developed our positioning statement of 

“Count on People Who Care” for pharmacy 

and all other ads.  It was a strong handle that 

served us well for many years. 

 

In 1980, I was promoted to vice president of 

Advertising.  I was pleased to remain in 

Advertising until my retirement in 1995. 
 

I feel that in my early Osco years, I was 

fortunate to be able to learn from such talented 

people as George Hilden, Wes Christopherson, 

and Dick Cline (all real giants in our 

company).  In later years I was also grateful for 

the experience of working with such gifted 

people as Dick George, John Dvorak, Dave 

Schoenbeck, Barbara Nosek and Mark Panzer. 

I may have forgotten some others, but I am 

getting old . 
 

During the last thirty-plus years, beginning in 

1984 with the Skaggs (American Stores 

Company) purchase of Osco and the Jewel 

Companies, we had several changes in 

ownership.  Osco was able to succeed in spite 

of these changes and continued to remain a 

strong presence for quite a while.  In my 

opinion, none of these changes in ownership 

improved our company; rather, with each 

change of owners, Osco continued to diminish 

as a separate marketing force. 
 

In closing, I have to say that I believe many 

other “old-timers” like myself are disheartened 

by what we see Osco has become today after 

all of our work to grow the company and make 

it a leader in the drugstore industry. 
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Diane & Ken Heatter       
 

While the song actually is ♪♫ “OH, What a Night”, 
it sure applies to the wonderful month August has 
brought us as we approach the “OH, What a Day 
This Will Be” September 3

rd
 as we celebrated our 50

th
 Golden 

Anniversary.  We started 
August with a ten-day trip to 
Niagara Falls and New York 
City with my daughter, son-in-
law and three of our six 
grandchildren.  This was my 
second visit to the Falls but 
the first for the rest of the 
group.  The beauty and 
majesty of the Canadian Falls 
is spellbinding.  We took in all 
the adventures: boat ride to 
the base of the Falls, Walk 

behind the Falls, nighttime fireworks and light show, the walk along 
the rapids, ziplining to the bottom of the Falls and capping it off with 
the dinner at the “Skylon Tower” restaurant and the observation deck 
providing a panoramic view of the Falls.  From there we traveled to 
New York.  While it was a first time for me and the family, Ken has 
traveled there many times, first with Turn*Style as sales manager 
and again with Gerber as national sales manager.  He showed us 
where the Turn*Style office was located and the Garment District, as 
well as the Gerber office located right next door to Macy's and  
Heard Square.  Our first visit was the Empire State Building to take 
in the view.  We had an opportunity to tour the Statue of Liberty and 
Ellis Island by boat where I had the opportunity to look up my 
grandmother's arrival to America from Austria in 1914 when she was 
11 years old.  I received a printed copy of the ship's manifest with all 
of her information; a truly amazing and inspirational moment. 
 

We continued our New York stay with a visit to the 9/11 Memorial.  It 
is hard to put into words all the emotions that run throughout you as 
you walk through the Museum.  
Every American should visit the 
site to understand the dangers we 
face, the heroism of the first 
responders and bravery 
displayed.  Even now as I write 
this, it's hard to hold in the 
emotions we experienced.  We 
also visited the Brooklyn Bridge 
and attended the Broadway 
production of Wicked.    Our final 
stop was Central Park where we 
had an outstanding tour by 
pedicel.  The guys where great 
taking us on an hour tour of the 
upper and lower Park.  They pointed out places where movie scenes 
took place, stopped for pictures, pointed historic sites – it was great.   

At the end, they even took us downtown 
NYC to a restaurant by pedicab.    
 

On September 3
rd

 we celebrated our 
anniversary with a mass and dinner for 
family and friends.  We also attended 
the Golden Anniversary Mass at Holy 
Name Cathedral with Archbishop Cupich 
presiding on September 18

th
 in Chicago 

with 500 other couples who celebrated 
their 50

th
 anniversary in 2016.  Finally, 

we plan to start January with a Western 
Caribbean Cruise for 2017 and the beginning of 51 years and 
continue what has been a truly wonderful journey. 

 

Joy & Lowell Hartsock 
Lowell and Joy Hartsock, of Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, celebrated their 60

th
 wedding anniversary 

by spending 12 days with their children and 
their spouses in Rome, Italy; Athens, Greece 
and on a Mediterranean cruise.  Lowell and Joy (Wilcox) were 

married July 29, 1956, in 
Rolfe, Iowa.  Before 
retiring, Joy was an 
educator and Lowell had 
a long career with Osco 
Drug.  They are the proud 
parents of Shelly (Tom), 
Shawn (Tammy) and 
Sherry (David).  Nine 
grandchildren and two 

great-grandchildren 
complete the family.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you or a family 

member served in the 

Armed Forces? 
 

The Alumni Club is planning a feature in the December 
newsletter which recognizes our associates, spouses 
and their immediate family members who have served.  
Please let us know and email Barbara and Stan at 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com.  We’ll follow-up with you 
on the needed details. 
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Bunnie Guanci   
 

We just learned that one of our long term members had passed away last 
year.  Josephine S. (Bunnie) Guanci, 74, of Las Vegas, Nevada died on 
July 19, 2015.  Beloved daughter of 
the late Philip & the late Genevieve 
Santell. Beloved wife of 52 years to 
Joseph Guanci. Beloved mother of 
Jamie Lynn Rock. Beloved former 
mother-in-Law of Danny L. Rock. 
Beloved grandmother of Anthony & 
Olivia Rock. Beloved sister of Carole 
J. Whalen (the late Patrick) & Donna 
Santell Cote (the late William). 
Beloved sister-in-Law of Richard & 
Jean Guanci & the late Pamela Block. 
Beloved aunt of Philip G. Pilger, 
Raymond F. Pilger, Jacalyn Pilger, 
Thomas Pilger, Marigrace Pilger, 
Tracy Winiarczyk & J. Scott Guanci. 
Lovingly supported in her time of need 
by Kimberly Kane Walker, Don Garner 
& Araceli Lubin-Mendoza.  
 

 
 

Jeff Brune  
 

It is with great sadness that we announce the peaceful passing of our friend 
and colleague, Jeff Brune at age 69. Jeff’s earthly journey ended on August 
5, 2016 following his courageous 
battle with cancer. Jeff was a loving 
husband, father, grandfather, brother 
and friend to all. He has been a key 
member of the Jewel-Osco team and 
a catalyst in the Osco/Savon Alumni 
Club in the Southwest. Please keep 
Jeff, Nadine, and their family in your 
prayers.  A Memorial Mass will be 
held on Saturday, October 22, 2016 
at St Theresa’s Church 455 N Benton 
St. in Palatine, IL.  Memorial Mass 
begins at 10:30 am.  A presentation 
(5 minute slide show with music as a 
tribute to  about Jeff's life will run 
before and after mass in the 
gathering space, before entering the 
church. Arrive a few minutes early to 
watch and enjoy!  This is a 
celebration of life, so please feel comfortable wearing colorful clothing!     
Memorial Donations may be made in Jeff Brune's name to: − Virginia G. 
Piper Cancer Center: go to HonorHealth Foundation at 
https://give.shc.org/givenow. Click ‘Donate Online’ and designate as a 
Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center donation. In comments box be sure to type 
‘In memory of Jeff Brune’ − St Patrick's Building Fund: go to website at 
stpatcc.org , click  top right button "Give Online" and go to St. Patrick 
Beyond Sunday Campaign Payment.  Remember to type in comments box 
"In memory of Jeff Brune".    

 

Al Goldman 
 

Back in the day, there were these Titans who helped to build Sav-on 
Drugs in Southern California.  One of them was Al Goldman, an only 

child, who was born and raised in Los 
Angeles, attended Hamilton High 
School and started in September 
1953.  Over the years Al managed 
Sav-on’s legendary stores including 
3

rd
 & Fairfax, store #001 at Crenshaw 

and Santa Barbara, and then he 
managed the company’s first Home 
Center Store in Sylmar, California. 
 
Al's contemporaries included Jay 
Wilkes, Richard Lucas, Steve Kurtz 
and district manager Maury Freidson.  
In fact, Al and Maury were best man 
at each of their weddings nearly sixty 
years ago.  Al left Sav-on, remained 
in Southern California and moved on 
to become a buyer at Clark's Drug.  
He stayed close with the rest of his 

many friends at Sav-on over the years.  Al was 80 years old and had 
been suffering from Alzheimer's for about one year.  He will be missed by 
many.  
 

 

June Schultz 
 

June (Bieschke) Schultz, 91, passed away on June 26, 2016. Loving 
Mother of Robert (Dee), Gayle (Frank) Quaglia, Glenn (Susan), and 
Jeffrey (Tina). Cherished Grandmother of Valerie (Tim) Curry, Erica 
(Scott) Warfield, Lydia, Abigail, and Great Grandmother of Anna, Lauren, 
Maya, Lilly, Aaron, and Tess. Loving Sister of the late Ken Bieschke. 
Fond Aunt of the late Ken Jr., Kathleen, Thomas, and LeAnn. In Lieu of 
flowers memorials to the American Cancer Society appreciated. 
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On Behalf of the Alumni Club,  
We Extend Our Deepest 

Sympathies to the Families Having 
Lost Loved Ones 

 
Please access the website in the People >> In Memoriam 

section to see additional notices of the passing of 
Osco and  Sav-on employees. 

 
 

30 @ 3030 
As of September, there are just 30 employees who remain working at 
the 3030 Cullerton Drive, Franklin Park, Illinois office.  The one-time 
corporate office of Osco Drug, Inc. is scheduled to close its doors in 
early 2017.  The facility became Osco’s headquarters in 1968 prior to 
the opening of 1818 Oak Brook in 1974.  Throughout the years since, 
the facility housed the company’s financial operations: accounting, 
payroll, pharmacy third party billing, employee benefits, etc.  With each 
ensuing acquisition of Osco and its parent companies, many 
departments were relocated (back and forth) from 3030 Franklin Park 
to Arizona, Utah and Idaho. 

 

https://give.shc.org/givenow
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/1457-2014-april-15-mitch-oddo


 
 

Irene (Giercuszkiewicz) Krawiec 
We are so sad to announce the passing of Irene Giercuszkiewicz 
Krawiec of Plainfield, Illinois on September 24, 2016 at the all too 
young age of 56.   
 
She was born on September 23, 1960 in Chicago. Devoted wife 
of 21 years to her best friend, Raymond Krawiec and loving 
mother of Kyle and Quinn Krawiec.  Irene is survived by her 
sisters Janek and Eva Giercuszkiewicz.     
 
Irene made so many great friends from the years she worked in 
Merchandising and Advertising at 1818 Oak Brook.  Initially, 
Irene worked in Merchandising for Chuck Gundlach as a buyer’s 
secretary.  Then in 1986 and 1987, she worked for Stan Carlson 
as a Director’s administrative assistant.  She then spent the rest 
of her Osco career as an Ad Coordinator in the Advertising 
Department.   She married Ray Krawiec in 1995 and they had 
two boys, Kyle and Quinn. 
 
Ray was in construction and they moved to Las Vegas to take 
advantage of the building boom there, which eventually 
collapsed, and they then moved back to the Chicago area. Ray 
has some work-related injuries, and still suffers with bad hips and 
knees.  Many members may remember the Connections articles 
in Fall 2010 and Fall 2011 that Irene’s eldest son Kyle, then 12, 
had Leukemia ALL and was undergoing chemotherapy and had a 
very rough two years.  We are told he is now doing fine. 
 
In spite of her family’s health problems, Irene always kept a 
positive attitude.   But in March of 2014, Irene was diagnosed 
with Lupus and kidney failure.  Many infections, hospitalizations 
and surgeries followed. 
 
Irene was well enough to go back to work for a while in 2015 at 
her job in the administration department at Plainfield, Illinois 
School District but has been on disability the last year because of 
her illness. 
 
Ray, with help from the boys, became Irene’s care giver.  As 
Cindy Meier Sochan wrote us, “Ray is doing well. He's been 
taking care of Irene and the boys since she got sick.  Kyle is now 
attending his freshman year at Augustana College in Rock 
Island, IL and he is feeling awesome. Quinn is a freshman in high 
school at Plainfield Central and is on the football team.  They are 
both great kids! 
 
Condolences may be sent to: 

Raymond Krawiec and Sons 
3804 Indian Head Lane 

Joliet, IL 60435 
 

For those who didn’t have the privilege of knowing Irene, the 
following comments from some of her friends demonstrate the 
warm feelings she inspired in others. 
 
 
Irene was one of those rare individuals who can rise above the 
challenges of the corporate world with nary a neither unkind word nor 
complaint, but rather with a smile and a job well done. 

 Barb Nosek 
 

Irene was a “Ray of Sunshine” in the office.  Irene was absolutely a Joy to 
work with, and someone that brought a Smile to each and every person 
she met. I always admired and loved Irene’s Gentle, Kind, Happy, and 
Joyful Spirit.  So sorry to hear of her untimely passing.  My Thoughts and 
Prayers are with Irene’s Family. 

 Paula Ready 

     
Irene (known in Polish as "Irka") was a bright light in the Osco 1818 office 
Advertising Department.  Of 
course, with a Polish name that 
started with a "G" and no one 
could spell, it was easier to call her 
Irka. She served as an Ad 
Coordinator, monitoring the flow of 
items and prices through the 
production process, buyer approval 
and ultimately release to print for 
newspaper weekly inserts.  Irene 
always had a smile for everyone 
even when the ad "pinks" were 
late. We had a great group in the 
Advertising Department -- a lot of 
work but a lot of laughs thanks to 
Irene.  As a young women, Irene 
talked about finding Mr. Right and 
getting married.  Irene just wanted 
to be a wife and mother and her 
world would be complete.  When 
she met future husband Ray, her 
smile grew even bigger and she was on Cloud 9.  I remember attending her 
wedding.  It was a glorious day for the both of them. Then came her sons, 
the brightest lights of her life.  She was truly the perfect Polish Princess, 
wife and mother.  The 1818 ad team would have not been the same without 
her. 

 Linda K. Pawlicki 
     
Irene was the most loving, talented, generous, and funny, outgoing and 
overall wonderful person. She was always there for anyone that needed 
help. She was a great wife to Ray for 21 years and an awesome Mom to 
Kyle and Quinn. When she was in a room, she just lit it up with her 
personality and smile. I am going to miss her terribly and can't imagine my 
life without her. 

 Cindy Meier Sochan 
     
I had the privilege of working with Irene for a couple of years.  She was the 
kindest, nicest, sweetest, and the happiest person you would ever want to 
meet. We always looked forward to her Christmas letters.  Her closing line 
after a very tough year in 2014 was “Wishing you love, peace and 
happiness!  Remember to live each day to the fullest.”  That was Irene.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Ray and the boys. 

 Stan Carlson 
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 Carroll Lindquist, Audrey Kasper, Stan Carlson, Linda Verzani 
Seated: Darlene Mann, Irene Krawiec   

(at 2005 Alumni Club Oktoberfest outing) 
 

Irene Krawiec, Audrey Kasper 
 (at 2012 Osco 75

th
 

Anniversary Dinner) 



 

5,300 Wells Fargo employees fired 

after 2 million fake accounts 
 
On September 9

th
, federal regulators revealed Wells Fargo (WFC) 

employees secretly created 
millions of unauthorized bank and 
credit card accounts -- without 
their customers knowing it -- 
since 2011.  The phony accounts 
earned the bank unwarranted 
fees and allowed Wells Fargo 
employees to boost their sales 
figures and make more money.  
 
"Wells Fargo employees secretly opened unauthorized accounts to hit sales 
targets and receive bonuses," Richard Cordray, director of the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau, said in a statement.    Wells Fargo confirmed it 

had fired 5,300 employees 
over the last few years 
related to the shady 
behavior. Employees went 
so far as to create phony 
PIN numbers and fake 
email addresses to enroll 
customers in online 
banking services, the 
CFPB said.   The scope of 
the scandal is shocking. 
An analysis conducted by 
a consulting firm hired by 
Wells Fargo concluded 
that bank employees 
opened over 1.5 million 
deposit accounts that may 
not have been authorized.  
 
The way it worked was 
that employees moved 
funds from customers' 
existing accounts into 
newly-created ones 
without their knowledge or 
consent, regulators say.  
 
The CFPB described this 
practice as "widespread." 
Customers were being 
charged for insufficient 
funds or overdraft fees -- 
because there wasn't 
enough money in their 

original accounts.  Additionally, Wells Fargo employees also submitted 
applications for 565,443 credit card accounts without their customers' 
knowledge or consent. Roughly 14,000 of those accounts incurred over 
$400,000 in fees, including annual fees, interest charges and overdraft-
protection fees.  
 
The CFPB said Wells Fargo will pay "full restitutions to all victims."   Within 
ten days of the revelation, the first lawsuit was filed against Wells Fargo by 
customers following the bank’s admission to the collection of fees for 
millions of unauthorized accounts.  "Wells Fargo's resulting market 
dominance has come at a significant price to the general public, because it 
has been achieved in large part through an ambitious and strictly enforced 
sales quota system," said the complaint.  It claims Wells Fargo managers 
and bankers took part in unethical techniques to improve sales numbers. 
The bank has an average of six accounts per customer, but was pushing to 
have eight, the suit claims, and blames the bank for pushing bankers into 
fraudulent practices though the quotas and constant monitoring.  The 
proposed class action suit, filed in U.S. District Court in Utah on September 
16, accuses the bank of invasion of privacy, fraud, negligence, and breach 
of contract. The three plaintiffs are asking for compensation to cover 
damages related to identity theft, anxiety and emotional distress, and legal 
fees.    This is the first lawsuit to be brought against the bank for the fake 
accounts. 

Make America Cake Again!  
Albertson's Bakery in Lousiana Refuses to Bake 'Trump 2016' Cake 
 

On September 5
th
,  17-year-old McKenzie Gill went to the Albertsons in 

Bossier City, Louisiana and asked the bakery for a birthday cake. She had 
chosen a Donald Trump theme for her 18

th
 birthday party and she 

requested a cake.  McKenzie comments,  "I need an American flag cake 
with 'Trump 2016' on it," and right when I said Trump, the lady at the 
bakery just rolls her eyes and says "Trump?  I definitely can make you a 
flag cake but I'm not going to write 'Trump' on it." 
 

McKenzie left the store confused. "I think the woman brought her political 
beliefs into her work area, but there is no way I can tell what she was 
thinking.  I 
felt like she 
insulted my 
opinion. I 
was denied 
service 
based on 
her 
prejudice 
against 
Donald 
Trump."    
 

"My goal was not to make a political statement, my goal was to place an 
order for a cake," she added.   Albertsons spokesperson Connie Yeates 

said later in a 
statement. "We 
apologize to our 
customer in 
Bossier City for 
the situation 
regarding the 
cake that was 
requested.  Our 
Bakery staff 

member 
misunderstood 

the training 
provided regarding copyrighted phrases, and incorrectly informed the 
customer we could not fulfill her request. We would be happy to provide 
the cake as the customer requested."  Interestingly, while the company 
has told media outlets that they 
"would be happy to provide the 
cake," Gill told local news outlets 
she has "never been personally 
contacted." She noted that her mom 
left her name and number with the 
store, and has not yet received a 
call.     
 

In fairness and equal time, in this 
article Connections has included a 
slice of a ‘Hillary 2016’ cake (baked 
at Kroger). 

       Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
                            P.O. Box 1024        

  Lombard, IL 60148-8024 
 

The club’s newsletter is published quarterly 
 

Editor:  
         Barbara Salerno 

Assistants: 
        Stan Carlson,   Diane Heatter 
        Tom Nielsen,   Gerry Pearsall 
                   Larry Wahlstrom 
 

 

Next issue will be published:     December 2016 

 

Wells Fargo purchased the former 
American Stores Company tower in 

Salt Lake City from Albertsons in 2001 
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Preserve the legacy, heritage and camaraderie of Osco Drug and Sav-on Drugs and join the 

Alumni Club!  The Alumni Club was founded in 1992 and run by former employees of Osco Drug 

and Sav-on Drugs.  The Club is not affiliated with the current management and corporation who 

own the former Osco and Sav-on entities.  The Club is about PEOPLE... membership is open to 

past and present employees of Osco Sav-on, Jewel-Osco and their predecessor and successor 

companies. 

 
Osco  Sav-on Alumni Club Membership Benefits: 

 Connections newsletter – published quarterly 

 Stay connected and network with colleagues from the past 

 Access to Alumni Club member and website visitor contact info directories  

 Access to 20+ years of club’s newsletter archive 

 Access to editions of 40+ years of company’s People publication 

 Notification of upcoming reunion events 

 Club-sponsored social events and other functions 

 Full access to materials the club’s website www.oscosavonalumni.com 

 

Sign-up at www.oscosavonalumni.com 

1.  Click the Register link in the User Login section. 

2.  After you receive an email confirmation for your registration, login and update user profile:  

     Click the View Your Profile link in the User Login section.    

3.  Pay dues fee via credit card or PayPal: click the Subscribe button in the Pay Dues Online section. 

Complete this form and mail to the address below with a check for $15.00 payable to: 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club.   

 
www.oscosavonalumni.com     oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

 

     
 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com

