
 
 

 

Albertsons gears up for IPO, again  
 

Albertsons Companies filed an amended stock prospectus for an 
initial public offering on November 17, 2015, saying it hoped to 
raise between $1.5 billion to nearly $2 billion. 
 
Albertsons originally planned to hold the offering in October but 
called off the IPO due to market volatility — a seeming reference 
to Wal-Mart Stores’ stock crash that accompanied its revelation 

that earnings would be under 
pressure in the coming year due to 
heavy investments. The amended 
prospectus is seeking the same 
offering as the prior one — a sale of 
65.3 million shares at a price of 
between $23 and $26 a share, 
along with an overallotment of 9.8 
million shares. If all 75.1 million 
shares are sold at $26 per share the 
offering would raise nearly $1.96 
billion. Albertsons owners, a 
consortium led by Cerberus Capital 

Management and including the real estate companies Kimco 
Realty, Klaff Realty, Lubert-Adler and Schottenstein Stores, will 
indirectly own approximately 80.3% of Albertsons common stock 
following the planned offering, or 78.7% if the underwriters 
exercise their option to purchase additional shares in full.   
Albertsons said it intends to use proceeds from the offering to pay 
down debts. 
 
Albertsons reported pro-forma sales of $58.1 billion for the 12 
months ended Sept. 12 and a net loss of $437 million, and 
identical-store sales of 4.4%. The company consists of legacy 
Albertsons stores acquired by the Cerberus group during 
Albertsons 2006 break-up; as well as additional Albertsons stores 
and the “NAI Stores” (Acme, Jewel-Osco, Shaw’s and Star 
Markets) acquired from Supervalu in 2013; United Supermarket 
stores acquired in 2013; and Safeway stores acquired in January. 
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Walgreens Boots Alliance to 

Acquire Rite Aid  

Walgreens Boots Alliance, Inc. (Nasdaq: WBA) and Rite Aid 
Corporation (NYSE: RAD) announced that they have entered into a 
definitive agreement under which Walgreens Boots Alliance will acquire 
all outstanding shares of Rite Aid, a U.S. retail pharmacy chain, for 
$9.00 per share in cash, for a total enterprise value of approximately 
$17.2 billion, including acquired net debt. The purchase price represents 
a premium of 48 percent to the closing price per share on 26 October 
2015, the day before the agreement was signed. The combination of 
Walgreens Boots Alliance and Rite Aid creates a further opportunity to 
deliver a high-quality retail pharmacy choice for U.S. consumers in an 
evolving and increasingly personalized healthcare environment.   
 
The press release posted at Walgreen’s website states that the 
Walgreens 
Boots Alliance 
is highly 
focused on 
building a 
differentiated 
in-store 
experience for 
health, 
wellness and 
beauty, and 
this 
combination 
will help accelerate Rite Aid's own efforts toward that end. Once the 
acquisition closes, Walgreens Boots Alliance plans to further transform 
Rite Aid's stores to better meet consumer needs.   
 
The boards of directors of both companies have approved the 
transaction, which is subject to approval by the holders of Rite Aid's 
common stock, the expiration or termination of applicable waiting 
periods under the Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act of 
1976, as 
amended, 
and other 
customary 
closing 
conditions. 
The 
transaction 
is expected 
to close in 
the second 
half of 
calendar 
2016.   
 
The transaction is expected to be accretive to Walgreens Boots 
Alliance's adjusted earnings per share in its first full year after 
completion. Additionally, Walgreens Boots Alliance expects to realize 
synergies in excess of $1 billion.                     (continued on page 10) 

 
 

Volume 22   Issue 4           oscosavonalumni.com                         December 2015 

Inside this Issue 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/


  

 
Hello eveyone, 
 
Seasons Greeting and Merry Christmas! 
 

If you are reading a hard copy of this 
newsletter, you will find that the 2015 
Membership Directory was included in the 
packet mailed to your home.  Thank you to 
everyone who sent me their address and 
email ID updates - there were many!  If you 
find any errors in your contact information 
listed in the directory, please let me know 
or update your profile at the website. 

 
Our December board meeting takes place 
after our December Connections 
publication date, so the recap of that 
meeting will appear in the next newsletter. 
This quarter’s newsletter is a bit 
abbreviated, since the last newsletter was 
published just seven weeks ago and I 
didn’t receive any news from members.   

 
I have heard from many members about 
their preference to receive the newletters 
via US mail in addition to accessing on-
line.  I have provided that feedback to the 
board and hope we can continue to print 
and distribute in 2016.   After the first of the 
year, I will be mailing dues statements to 
all members.  The club’s annual dues is 
still $15. 

 
As always, please consider sharing what’s 
been happening in your life with our 
members.  A sentence or more about what 
you’ve been doing, where you’re working, 
where you’ve traveled, news about the 
kids, the grandkids and any experiences 
you would like to share with alumni.  And 
we love photos!  Recent photos and those 
from the past.  Just email or mail your 
submissions  to me at the address below.  

 
Happy Holidays! 
 
 

Barbara Salerno 
Editor, Connections  

    Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024       
Lombard, IL 60148-8024 

oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com   

              
 

 

 

To all our members:  
 

On behalf of your Board of Directors, we extend warm Christmas 

and New Year’s wishes to you, your families and friends.    
 

 

Christmas is a wonderful time of the year when we celebrate 

faith, family, and the tradition of giving gifts and sending 
greetings. Sending out Christmas greetings is an easy way to reach 
friends, family, and even old acquaintances with the warmth and 
love of Christmas.  
 
 

We have so much to be thankful for living in this great country of 

ours, especially given recent terrorist acts and the senseless acts of 
violence which are going on in the world around us.  During this 
season of giving let us take time to slow down and enjoy the 
simple things.  May this wonderful time of year touch your heart 
in a special way.   
 
 

Our wish for everyone this coming year is to take time to enjoy 

life a little bit every day, to reach out to those that we often think 
about but rarely contact.   
 

 
 

Wishing you much happiness today and throughout the New 

Year.  

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year 2016 
 

Gary Hunstiger  

Dean Kelsey    
John Fields   Jerry Gonyo 

Diane Heater   Curt Larson   

Gerry Pearsall   Dan Quinn    

Barbara Salerno   Larry Wahlstrom  
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1. Nominate yourself and/or another 
person by 2/15/2016. Email your 
nominations to: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
or complete above form and mail to 
the club’s P.O. Box  

2. Slate of 2016 candidates will be 
finalized on 2/28/2016 

3. 2016 Member Voting Ballot will be 
published on-line by 3/15/2016 and 
included in the March 2016 issue of 
Connections  

4. Voting takes place between 3/15 
and 4/1/2016 

5. Ballots are counted 4/5/2016   
6. Elected Board for 2016-2017 term 

will be posted on the club’s website 
on 4/19/2016 

7. Results will be published in the 
summer  issue of Connections 

8. First meeting of newly elected 
Board convenes in April 2016 at 
3030 office in Franklin Park, IL and 
via phone conference and WebEx 

 
 

 

OSAC Board of Directors  

 
 

 In the next two months, a slate of candidates for the club’s 2016 board of 
directors will be assembled.  To assure members are represented in more 
regions of the country, we are expanding the number of seats on the board. 
 

We invite you to consider offering your time. The time commitment is not 
large.  The club typically holds four board meetings a year (in person for 
Chicago area folks and via conference call and WebEx for non-local board 
people).  The meetings typically run about 2-3 hours in duration. Time 
commitments between these meetings would depend on your 
responsibilities and special club projects underway.    Specialized skills are 
not needed -- we do on-the-job training, if needed!  The only qualifier is 
caring about sustaining the Osco and Sav-on heritages for people that 
worked there.  We have a lot of fun at our board meetings, too.  Please 
contact any board member if you want more information or to discuss your 
ideas, candidacy or nomination of others. 
 

 

 

NOMINATE! 

 

Positions open are: 

 President 

 Vice President 

 Treasurer  
 Directors at Large   

 
Nominations can be emailed to: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
or send via USPS 
 

Enter nominee(s) and position 
below: 

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

_______________ 
 

 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024     

Lombard, IL 60148 

Julie Andrews 
Dominick Archer 

Ed Blazek 
Reg Bogusch 
Stan Carlson 

Roger Carpenter 
Ron Dilger 
Rex Dobey 
Nan Duwe 
John Fields 

Lou Frantzen 
Tork Fuglestad 

Dave Gillis 
Jerry Gonyo 
Chuck Good 
Ron Green 

Diane Heatter 
Steve Hoffman 
Gary Hunstiger 

June Hunt 
Bob Johnson 
Jim Johnson 
Lenny Katz 
Betty Kelly 

Dean Kelsey 
Bill King 

Curt Larson 
Marge Narsutis 
Mary Palmisano 
Gerry Pearsall 

Dan Quinn 
Barbara Salerno 
Jerry Rutherford 

Ray Seranko 
Bernie Schelonka 

Len Thielen 
Steve Troc 

Larry Wahlstrom 

We proudly list the past and present board 
members who have provided distinguished 

volunteer services to the Osco/Sav-on Alumni 
Club for one or more terms since the 

formation of the club in 1992. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Club Website Address: 
www.oscosavonalumni.com 

 

 

 
 
 

Club Email Addresses: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

oscoalumni@yahoo.com 

savonalumni@yahoo.com 

 

 
Club Facebook: 

Osco Savon Alumni 
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Sunday, March 6, 2016 11:00am 
 

2016 marks the tenth year of this annual event. 
 
Where:      Terravita Country Club 
                  34034 N. 69th Way 
                  Scottsdale, Arizona  85266 
                  Phone: (480) 488-3456 
Website:   www.terravitascottsdale.org 

    Menu 

 Fresh Scrambled Eggs with Chives 

 Apple Wood Smoked Bacon & Sausage 

 Roasted Red Potatoes with Peppers and Onions 

 Texas French Toast with Berry Compote 

 Assorted House Muffins and Bread/Whipped Butter 

 All Natural Yogurt & Vanilla Scented Granola 

 Sliced Fresh Fruit 

 
*Includes Coffee, Orange Juice and Iced Tea 
 

Price: $30 per person  
 

Reservations Deadline: 

Friday, February 26, 2016 
 

Please RSVP to: Jerry Gonyo (jerndar@cox.net)  
 
Visit the club’s website to RSVP and pay via PayPal for 
this event or send check to: 
 

Gerald Gonyo 
6528 E. Whispering Mesquite Trail 

Scottsdale, AZ  85266 
 

Please make payment in advance by reservation date.  

The venue charges us for no-shows  
 

 

Saturday, March 5, 2016 12:00pm 
 

Alumni Club members, Jeff Brune and Stan 
Petersen, have conveniently planned the Annual 
Arizona Osco/Sav-on Walker Cup Outing the day 
before the Arizona Annual Alumni Brunch. 
 
Date:   Saturday March 5th, 2016 at 12 Noon 
Where:  The 500 Club 
  4707 W Pinnacle Peak Rd 
  Glendale, AZ 85310 
 

Website:  www.the500club.com 
 

Price:    $89 per Player 
Payable to the 500 Club on the day of the event. 
Includes the golf round, cart, tees, lunch, practice 
balls and a day filled with great memories, 
friendships and a few good stories. 
 

The schedule of events: 
11:30 AM:      Practice range will be open 
12:00 Noon:     Barbeque lunch  
                         (chicken & burgers)  
     on the Clubhouse Patio 
1:15 PM:              Shotgun start for golf.   

Golf will be a scramble format. 
5:30 PM:            Happy hour and prizes awarded 
 

There are 48 spots blocked and we will need to 
confirm the number of golfers by February 19th.  
Please respond before that date. 
 

Please RSVP to Jeff Brune (jeffbrune@live.com) or 
Stan Petersen (stanp321@gmail.com) 
 

Feel free to bring a guest or two of your choice as 
the Alumni rate will apply to all golfers.  Also let 
Jeff or Stan know if you have any pairing requests 
or if there is someone you could not stand to play 
with; we will make sure to pair you with them! 
 
 

Hope to see you at this year’s 
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Join us for a Special Alumni Event at Arizona's home 
for wholesome family music and entertainment. Enjoy 
music, great food, hilarious comedy and more! 
 

Saturday, January 16, 2016 at 6:30PM 
Barleens Arizona Opry Dinner Theater 

Apache Junction, Arizona 
 

Plans 
Saturday evening, January 16, 2016, we meet at NW 
corner 101 and Shea Blvd in Scottsdale at 5:15 PM and 
carpool to venue in Apache Junction at east Mesa 
border.   
 

Evening Agenda 
- Depart Scottsdale at 5:15 PM 
- Arrive at AZ OPRY venue location at 6 PM 
- Dinner at 6:30 PM  
- AZ OPRY Variety Show at 7:30 PM   
- Return to Scottsdale by 10:00 PM 
- Check out their web site   www.azopry.com 
 

Dinner Menu 
Double entree of tender slow cooked beef, Yukon Gold 
mashed potatoes with gravy AND a grilled breast of 
chicken on a bed of wild rice, vegetable medley, whole 
wheat roll and AZ OPRY’s “famous chocolate cake”.  
Coffee and lemonade included.  Dinner served to your 
table, no buffet.   Beer, wine and soft drinks available 
for purchase.  Ice cream sundaes and Root Beer floats 

are available for purchase during the intermission. 
 

Cost 
 If 22 people or more in our group, cost is $36 per 

person 

 If fewer than 22 in our group, cost is $39 per person 
 

RSVP Now, Please! 
Please indicate your interest in attending by sending an 
email to Tom Nielsen, tmnielsen25@gmail.com   stating 
you are interested in attending and the names and 
number of people attending in your group. 
 

Payment 
Your “final commitment” to your tentative reservation 
and final payment must be made by Monday, 
December 28, 2015.  Payment process details to follow 
via email. 
 

 

 

 

 

ROMEO (Retired Osco Merchandisers Eating Out)  

 

 

 

(Arizona Golf Outing) 

 

 
 

Spouses, guests and friends are welcome to join in the 
fun and nostalgia at our events 
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On the morning of January 27, 2015, the Albertson/Safeway 

merger approval was announced by the Federal Trade 
Commission.  Later that day, Albertsons informed Franklin Park, IL 
office employees that the company was planning to move all jobs 
to the Albertsons corporate office in Boise, ID and the 3030 office 
will be closed.  The decision directly affected over 300 employees.   
Many employees were offered relocation offers; severance 
packages would be given to those who are losing their jobs due to 
the corporate action.   
 

As of December 2015, approximately 15 to 20 people have 
accepted relocation offers. It is estimated that a large majority of 
the positions will be transferred to Boise by early next year and the 
end dates for most of those still working in Franklin Park will occur 
between February and May 2016. 
 

In recent years, and particularly since most the company’s 
accounting and payroll functions transitioned to a store support 
facility in Glendale, AZ between 1992 and 1998, the 3030 office 
has been the home of the Albertsons Pharmacy Support Group.  
The office lease expires in 2017, and some smaller groups will 
continue to be at 3030 well into late 2016 and early 2017.  The 
Albertson/Safeway Pharmacy Receivables Group headed up by 
Director Judy Gorbach, reports to Finance, and will continue at 
3030 for now.   There is also a small Supervalu payroll benefits 
support group, and a small print shop still operating.     
 

For nearly 50 years, the 3030 office has been the home to Osco 
and many of its departments and successor companies.  With each 
merger, buyout, and/or consolidation, changes would be made, but 
the building always continued to offer employment to those in the 
Franklin Park area.   Kurt Savino, worked in the 3030 office for 36 
years, and became office manager in 2006, replacing Sam Leone, 
when Sam retired.  Before that, Kurt was Sam’s assistant after 
running the print shop for many years.    Kurt said that over the 
years, he moved some employees five times, and sometimes they 
ended up in the same location where they started.  Kurt 
commented that many employees, in spite of all the changes, were 
able to keep a job with the company for many years.  As an 
example, Nancy Naples has worked at 3030 for 46 years, and Judy 
Gorbach, for 44 years. Both worked with Eva Kearns for many 
years. 

 

About Franklin Park 
Franklin Park is a Village in Cook County, Illinois whose roots can be 
traced back to the days when the Des Plaines River area was the 
meeting point for many Native American tribes of the Northwest.  The 
1840s and 1850s brought many German farmers emigrating from 
Europe, fleeing military conscription. In 1880, the Chicago and 
Wisconsin railroad was built and in 1890 Lesser Franklin began 
planning a modern residential and industrial community around the 
railroad.  In 1892, the Village was incorporated by a vote of 63 in favor 
and 9 against.  Today, the population has grown to over 18,000 
residents and the Village serves as host for over 1,000 businesses.    
 

3030 Facility History  
 

1968 - 1974 
The 3030 office site was part of one of the first privately 
developed office/industrial parks built to take advantage of the 
easy access to O’Hare International Airport.  At a distance of 6 
miles, the office is only a 15 minute drive from the airport.   On 
Cullerton Street, a manufacturing plant across the street made 
parts for Harley Davidson motors.    In 1968, 3030 opened and 
became the headquarters for both Osco Drug, Inc. and 
Turn*Style, including operations, buying, merchandising, real 
estate, construction, advertising, and a print shop.  Prior to 
1968, Osco shared space at Jewel Food Stores corporate office 
on 1955 North Avenue in Melrose Park and in earlier years at 
the Merchandise Mart in downtown Chicago.  Turn*Style had 
been in a location on Wilson Ave near Harlem Ave., Chicago.  In 
addition to providing needed office space for a rapidly growing 
company, the newly built Franklin Park building had so much 
space that it even served as a warehouse.  At the time, 
glassware and gift ware was primarily stored at the warehouse 
since it was difficult for the stores to buy this type of 
merchandise direct.  Both Osco and Turn*Style were expanding 
and the office was a hub of constant activity.  Alumni club 
member Ray Seranko recalls the time when Jewel Corporate 
Officers coming to 3030 for real estate meetings.  Ray 
remembers his presentation of a location for a future Turn*Style 
to an audience that included Don Perkins.  Wes Christopherson, 
President of Osco from 1965 to 1969 and Bill Lewis, President 
of Turn*Style, had their offices at 3030.  This continued until 
1974, when most of those departments moved to the new 1818 
office building in Oak Brook, IL. 

 



  

3030 Franklin Park Office 
 A central location for Osco stores 

 and company support facilities 
 
Elgin, IL: Crest Photo Lab (1971-1996)   22 miles from 3030 
 

Elk Grove Village, IL: Lunt and Pratt Distribution Centers  

(1972 – 2007)   8 miles from 3030 
 

Itasca, IL: Jewel Osco Store Support Center  

(2009 – Current)   7 miles form 3030 
 

Lombard, IL: Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club operations 

(2007 – Current)   8 miles from 3030 
 
Melrose Park, IL: Jewel Food Stores Corporate Office  

(1955 – 2009)  3 miles from 3030 
 

Naperville, IL: West Suburb where many employees resided 

18 miles from 3030 
 

Oak Brook, IL: Osco/American Drug Stores Corporate Office  

(1974 – 1997)  7 miles from 3030 
 

Salt Lake City, UT:  Osco/Sav-on Corporate Office  

 (1997 – 1999) 1,247 miles from 3030 
 

Scottsdale, AZ: Osco/Sav-on Corporate Office 

 (1999-2006) 1,424 miles from 3030 
 
Deerfield, IL: Walgreens Boots Alliance  

World-wide headquarters.  16 miles from 3030 
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1974 - 1999 
Over the next 25 years, 3030 primarily served as the office for 
accounting functions. As Judy Gorbach stated, 3030 was pretty 
much “Eva’s show”.   Other departments did call 3030 home over 
the years, including systems, importing, and security. 
 

There were two expansions of the office space over the years. 
The old warehouse space was turned into office space, and the 
area which the buyers used for storage and review of product 
samples was also converted to offices.  Jewel Imports also 
operated out of the 3030 office. 
 

1976 was the year a tornado hit Franklin Park and 3030.  Eva 
Kearns, long time group manager and then Director of 
accounting recalled that there was only one injury as employees 
huddled under their desks, but that it could have been much 
worse.  The tornado hit at 1:20 pm, and blew out all the windows 
on the south side of the building, where the cafeteria was 
located.  Fortunately, the cafeteria closed at 1pm.   For several 
months, while the extensive damage at 3030 was being repaired, 
personnel worked out of a King Street location.  In the 1980s and 
early 1990s, the company leased space across the street from 
3030 (the 3030 Annex) which was utilized as office space for 
Chicagoland and Central region district managers.  The annex 
was closed after the 2100 Oak Brook office facility opened. 
 

1999 - 2015 
In the late 1990’s, as 1818 in Oak Brook closed and many 
departments were transferred to Salt Lake, Arizona, and Boise, 
3030 continued to be used.  Accounting functions were 
transferred to Arizona. Pharmacy Support Services became the 
primary and largest department, and that continues to the 
present. 
 

The expiration of the lease will mark the end of the site’s 50 year 
history with the company.  Many hundreds of employees, too 
many to count now,  called 3030 their home at one time.   
 

3030 is like the cat that had 9 lives. It outlasted 1818 by 20 years, 
and 1955 is now for lease.  Favorable lease terms, negotiated 
over the years with the Podolsky organization by Ray Seranko 
and others,  made 3030 a desirable office building to continue to 
use.  
 

 
 

 
Editor’s Note: 
In preparing this article, we soon learned that there was no 
formal written history for this office location.  We attempted to 
reconstruct a time line by interviewing those who had spent time 
there or were involved with aspects of the building.  Photos were 
impossible to obtain.  If anyone would want to contribute further 
information or remembrances, please send it in to Connections.  
Our thanks go to Eva Kearns, Judy Gorbach, Kurt Savino and 
Ray Seranko for their assistance and providing dates and 
interesting facts. 

 



  

 
A very pleasant 70 degree December day on the patio of the 
General Store where eleven gathered to tell the wonderful 
tales of their Thanksgiving Day.  We had a very special 
addition to our group in the image of Maggie Palmer, who 
just retired in November.  She has relocated to Mesa, AZ 
from San Diego, CA recently and is  in the process of 
preparing her home in Chula Vista for sale.  She hasn't 
changed a bit and says that her plans may involve part time 
work of sorts later next year, but not in retail.  Perhaps it will 
be assisting others in the food bank arena.  Tom Nielsen 
finally showed up to get his eggs benedict fix and also 
socialize with his friends.  Jerry Gonyo quietly sat at one end 
of the table quietly eating half the menu, but always present 
with his camera.  Frank Stock thought that he could show 
his face since the market was up 350 points today.  As Desi 
said to Lucy, "you got a lot of splaining to do Frank".  Dave 
Schoenbeck arrived a little tardy, but we were glad to see 
him.  He indicated his daughter came home for the holiday, 
however, he was sidelined, still, with his bad back.  First 
injection, not so good with the second injection coming up 
next week.  He has been battling this for 6 months.  It hasn't 
affected his appetite though...onion rings all around!  Dick 
Davis was discussing his great dinner at the Jade Palace 
last evening as he was eating his omelet.  Seems we all 
have something in common.  Brent Keil was there with his 
surly hat on.  He has spent several weeks in Minneapolis of 
late, but glad to get back to the warm Arizona sun.  Wonder 
if his brother is coming out for Christmas.  Stan Petersen 
took a break from his golf course and real estate business 
and ordered his standard of waffle with crispy 
bacon.  Everyone asked about Deone....sort of looked like 
Stan wanted to talk about himself, but we didn't have 
time.  Ron Grove looked great coming back a Wisconsin 
Thanksgiving with family.  He said he loved the 30 degree 
temperatures.  Love of family does make it warm up a 
bit.  Finally, we had in attendance Mr. Jimmie Willyard,  who 
looked fabulous just coming off a 6 mile hike before our 
brunch.   He talked about a great trip to Bermuda where he 
sailed on a catamaran with 5 other people.  Sounded 
great.  His family is doing well, with one son living in 
Chicago loving the life.  Good to be young.  A wonderful 
gathering today, especially when you consider the chaos 
created by cowardly terrorist acts in Paris and San 
Bernardino, CA.               Gerry Bay 
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Gary Hunstiger 
 

On Veterans Day each year Gary’s grandsons Matthew and 
Andrew Bliss invite him to attend their school’s celebration of 
appreciation for 
Veterans.  Prior to the 
program, the children 
create posters of their 
military family and 
friends; these posters 
then line the hallways of 
the school.  This year 
900 children performed 
songs and shared their 
thoughts and gratitude 
to the Veterans in 
attendance.  The 
program ends with the 
Veterans lining the 
hallway as the children 
exit the gym and shake 
hands with each of the 
Veterans; a very well 
done and touching 
program. 
 
Gary served in the 
Seventh Fleet - Home Ports were San Francisco and San Diego, 

CA.  He was stationed on an 
Oiler and then three different 
guided missile frigates.  Gary 
served two tours of duty in 
Vietnam, one refueling and 
replenishing ships from the 
USS Neches and the other 
plane guarding Air Craft 
Carriers off the coast of North 
Vietnam on the USS 
Richmond K Turner. Two other 
tours were to Bath, ME from 
San Diego to have the 
Frigates weaponry and 
computer systems updated; 
one of those tours was via the 
Panama Canal the other 
around Cape Horn which is 
southern the tip of South 
America. Gary tells us he feels 

much fortunate to see a lot of the world in a very short period of 
time.  He is both a Shell Back and a Moss Back for crossing the 
Equator and 
sailing 
around Cape 
Horn 
respectively. 
 Gary was a 
recipient of 
the Navy 
Achievement 
Medal for 
professionali
sm as the Combat Information Center Supervisor during 
North Vietnam combat operations.  He was discharged as a 2nd 

Class (E5) radar man having served from 1968-1972.  
 

 

 Valerie Gorzka/Barbara Salerno 

Members Valerie Gorzka and Barbara 
Salerno recently travelled to China and 
Hong Kong with a day trip by turbo 
water jet to Macau. Barbara said that it 
was an amazing trip that had been on 
her bucket list for a very long time! 
Breakfasts at the hotels were always 
American. However most other meals 
consisted of family style veggies & meat 
or chicken, sometimes duck, rice, dim 
sum, veggie soup. Both Valerie and 

Barbara 
tell us 
they saw all the sights which are 
important to see on this tour: Beijing - 
The Great Wall of China, Tiananmen 
Square, 2008 Olympic Stadium, 
Forbidden City, several shows and 
dinners (including Beijing/Peking 
Duck Dinner).  They then flew to 
Shanghai, touring the cities of 
Suzhou & Hangzhou by bus before 

seeing all of Shanghai! They 
experienced Chinese Medicine, 
two tea ceremonies, silk 
(makings of silk from the 
silkworm) and embroidery 
factories, tea leaf farms, 
rickshaw ride, lunch with family, jade & pearl museums, Sam pan, 

grand canal & river cruises! Always 
on the go! Hong Kong was very 
beautiful! Macau was awesome 
having over 40 casinos as beautiful 
as Las Vegas, including the 
Venetian, MGM, and the Sands! 
Played a few hands of blackjack 
but stakes were too high to 

continue.  Barbara tells us she 
did a lot of shopping and was 
glad to have left plenty of 
empty space in the suitcase 
while packing for the trip.   
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Fire at Terravita Golf 

Club Less Severe Than 

Originally Reported 

 

On September 17, 2015, the local ABC News 
affiliate reported that a “massive fire” broke out at 
the Scottsdale, AZ property’s clubhouse, but a 
conflicting blog report says the coverage was 
“[blown] out of proportion,” and the fire didn’t affect 
the clubhouse, but instead damaged a portion of 
the Desert Pavilion that is being renovated. 
 
The Phoenix-based ABC15 News had reported that 
“a massive fire” broke out at Terravita Golf and 
Country Club in Scottsdale, AZ., but the fire’s 
severity has been downplayed in a conflicting 
report.

 
 
According to ABC15, the property’s clubhouse 
caught fire around 11:30 pm on September 17. The 
Scottsdale Fire Department also found a nearby 
home on fire. The call was upgraded from a first 
alarm to a second alarm and crews from Phoenix, 
Mesa and Glendale fire departments responded, 
ABC15 reported. 

 
Part of the home collapsed and crews were pulled 
to a safe location. More than 150 firefighters helped 
bring the fire under control and were able to save 
75 percent of the home. The cause of the fire is still 
under investigation and there were no injuries, 
ABC15 reported.  A blog entry on 
TerravitaRealEstate.com described the media 
coverage as “[blown] out of proportion.” 
 
“As far as I could see it is only the east side of the 
Desert Pavilion that was burned. Specifically, it was 
where the addition is being built,” the blog reported. 
 
“The entire building was roped off and I am sure 
there is plenty of smoke and water damage, but it 
wasn’t the entire building engulfed. And it certainly 
wasn’t the clubhouse. I didn’t see any homes 
burned,” the blog reported.  
 
Alumni board member Jerry Gonyo tells us 
Terravita’s clubhouse is a separate building, 
unaffected by the fire.  The 10

th
 Annual Alumni 

Brunch will go on as planned at 11am on Sunday, 
March 6, 2016. 

 
 
 
 

Walgreens Boots 

Alliance to Acquire 

Rite Aid     (continued from front page) 
 

Upon completion of the merger, Rite Aid will be a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Walgreens Boots 
Alliance, and is expected to initially operate under 
its existing brand name. Working together, 
decisions will be made over time regarding the 
integration of the two companies, ultimately 
creating a fully harmonized portfolio of stores and 
infrastructure.     Walgreens Boots Alliance 
expects to finance the transaction through a 
combination of existing cash, assumption of 
existing Rite Aid debt and issuance of new debt.  

 

Walgreens-Rite Aid 

deal could lead to 

elimination of 3,000 

stores 

 
“There is too much overlap between each chain’s 
locations”, analysts say.  If Walgreens buys 
smaller rival Rite Aid, the combined company 
may end up with far fewer stores than it 

bargained for.   The 
acquisition, which 
is likely to face 
heavy scrutiny from 
U.S. regulators, 
would result in a 
drugstore chain 
with 12,800 
locations, barring 
closings and 
divestitures. That 

would make it much bigger than CVS Health, 
which runs the second largest chain by store 
count, with about 8,000 locations. CVS is in the 
process of buying Target’s 1,700 pharmacies. 
 
After the acquisition announcement, Walgreens 
revealed in regulatory filings that its contract with 
Rite Aid allowed for the divestiture or closing of 
up to 1,000 stores, though the company said it 
expected the total to be less than half that 
amount. Walgreens runs about 8,200 stores, with 
locations in each state, while Rite Aid has about 
4,600 stores in 31 states.  Analysts note that 
Walgreens could close or sell 1,000 before the 
deal closes, and then shutter up to another 2,000 
after.  There are 14 states where this deal, if left 
intact, would double Walgreens current store 
count; Michigan, Pennsylvania, and New York 
would have the highest concentration. By 
contrast, there is little overlap in other major 
markets like Florida, Illinois, and Texas.  There 
are 400 U.S. zip codes with four or more of either 
a Walgreens or a Rite Aid. So beyond what 
regulators end up requiring to give the deal their 
blessing, Walgreens may find all that overlap a 
problem.  Rite Aid stores are likely to bear the 
brunt of the closings. Who will win in those 
instances? In most cases, it will be the Walgreens 
location simply because Walgreens sales per 
square foot are typically higher. 

 
 
 
 

Walgreens-Rite Aid 

deal under federal 

scrutiny 

When Walgreens Boots Alliance Inc. 
announced a deal to buy Rite Aid Corp. for 
about $9.4 billion, it was confident the deal 
would pass muster with regulators.  A month 
and a half later, analysts have come to a far 
different conclusion.   
 
Scott Mushkin, an analyst at Wolfe Research, 
has “deep concerns” about whether the deal 

will go through. He 
expects the 
transaction, which 
would create a giant 
in the drugstore 
space, to face 
“significant regulatory 
scrutiny.” 
“The merger seems 
to go against the 

spirit of the antitrust laws in the U.S.,” Mr. 
Mushkin wrote.  At the time of announcement, 
the companies said that they had extensive 
consultation with antitrust counsel and said 
they did not expect the deal to cause 
regulatory concerns based upon the 
“complementary nature” of their businesses 
and the number of pharmacy counters in the 
U.S. The companies said they expect the deal 
to close in the second half of 2016. 
 
A Walgreens spokesman and a Rite Aid 
spokeswoman declined to comment on the 
report.  Mr. Mushkin specifically cites the ways 
the deal would run afoul of regulatory 
guidelines.  Walgreens would have national 
market share of more than 35 percent after the 
planned acquisition, In several big cities, 
Walgreens and CVS would have more than 70 
percent share, including Boston, 84 percent; 
New York, 82 percent; Philadelphia, 76 
percent; and San Francisco, 75 percent, 
according analysts. 
 
Should the merger go through, he said many 
markets would become drugstore duopolies, 
cutting down on competition.  Insurers and 
other so-called payors will have trouble 
playing one 
pharmacy 
against 
another to 
get better 
pricing, and 
consumers 
might see 
fewer 
discounts 
on other 
items 
within 
these 
pharmacies and be pushed into higher copays 
by insurers. 
 
Other retail mergers have run into regulatory 
headwinds this year. This week, U.S. antitrust 
enforcers filed a lawsuit seeking to block 
Staples Inc.’s acquisition of Office Depot, Inc. 
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Twenty-five years of  

Chain Drug Consolidation  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

If Walgreen’s acquisition of Rite Aid is approved, 
CVS/pharmacy and Walgreens will dominate the national 
chain drug landscape.  Below are just a few of the chains 
which have disappeared over the last twenty-five years. 

 
Arbor Drugs: Acquired by CVS in 1998 
Big B: Acquired by Revco in 1996 
Brooks Pharmacy: Acquired by Rite Aid in 2007 
Clark Drug: Acquired by American Drug Stores (Sav-on) 
        in 1994 
Douglas Drug: Acquired by Brooks Pharmacy in 1990 
Drug Emporium: Bankruptcy in 2001 
Duane Reade: Acquired by Walgreens in 2010;  
         still operates as Duane Reade  
Eckerd: Sold to CVS and Brooks Pharmacy in 2004 
Fay’s Drugs: Sold to JC Penny (Eckerd) in 1996 
Genovese Drug Stores: Sold to JC Penny (Eckerd)  
         in 1998; Rebranded as Eckerd in 2003 
Gray Drug: Acquired by Rite Aid in 1987 
Happy Harry's: Acquired by Walgreens in 2006 
Hook's Drug Stores: Acquired by Revco in 1994 
Kerr Drug: Acquired by Walgreens in 2013 
Lane Drug: Acquired by Rite Aid in 1989 
Longs Drugs: Acquired by CVS in 2008 
Medi-Mart: Acquired by Walgreens in 1987 
Navarro Discount Pharmacies: Acquired by CVS in 2014;    
         still operates under legacy banner 
Osco Drug: Acquired by CVS in 2006 
Pay 'n Save: Acquired by PayLess Drug in 1992 
PayLess: Acquired by Rite Aid in 1996 
Peoples Drug: Acquired by CVS in 1994 
Perry Drug Stores: Acquired by Rite Aid in 1995 
Phar-Mor: Liquidation in 2002 
Reliable Drugs: Acquired by American Drug Stores  
       (Osco) in 1994 
Revco: Acquired by CVS in 1997 
Rite Aid: Announced acquisition by Walgreens in 2015 
Sav-on Drugs: Acquired by CVS in 2006 
Skaggs Drug Centers: Re-bannered as Osco in 1985 
Snyder Drug Stores – acquired by Walgreens in 2010 
Target Pharmacies: Acquired  by CVS in 2015 
Thrift Drug: Acquired by JC Penny (Eckerd) in 1997 
Thrifty Drugs: Acquired by Pay 'n Save and Bi-Mart  
         in 1988 
Wellby Super Drug: Acquired by Rite Aid in 1992 
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About Ulta Lab Tests  
Ulta Lab Tests, through its network of 
nurse advocates, phlebotomists and 
healthcare providers, enables consumers 
to control, track and manage their own 
healthcare through lab tests and health 
screenings. We provide affordable, 
physician-approved laboratory testing 
services to consumers through our network 
of healthcare providers in the community 
where they live, work, shop, learn, worship, 
and play. 
 
Ulta Lab Tests enables individuals to take 
control of their healthcare costs, while 
customizing their lab testing with our 
healthcare providers on their own 
schedule. We provide convenient, 
comprehensive, confidential and affordable 
laboratory testing to consumers so that 
they can monitor their wellness and be 
proactive in the prevention and early 
detection of disease 
 

Specialties 
Lab Tests, Lab Testing, Health Screenings, 
Pharmacy, Nursing, Phlebotomists, 
Physicians Assistants, Nurse Practitioners, 
Physicians  

 

 

Headquarters 

8436 E. Shea Blvd Suite 102 Scottsdale, 
AZ 85260 United States  

 

 

 

The Osco/Sav-on Alumni Health 
Panel contains: 
Six tests with 68 biomarkers. 
 
 Basic Metabolic Panel 

(BMP) #10165  
(11 Biomarkers) 

 Hepatic Function Panel 
#10256  
(10 Biomarkers) 

 Lipid Panel With Ratios 
#19543 
(7 Biomarkers) 

 Hemoglobin A1c (HgbA1C) 
#496  
(1 Biomarker) 

 CBC (includes Differential 
and Platelets) #6399  
(38 Biomarkers) 

 TSH #899  
(1 Biomarker) 
 

2,500 Patient Service Centers 
Nationwide 

Lab tests and health 

screenings 

Osco/Savon Alumni Club members: 
A special health panel Osco Sav-on Alumni Health Panel  

(https://www.ultalabtests.com/ncpa/Item/Item/Osco-Sav-on-Alumni-Health-Panel)  
has been designed for alumni members.  This panel contains six popular tests  

with 68 biomarkers.  
To receive the discount please use the promo code: OscoSavonA  
to reduce the price from $119 to $47.00 - a savings of $72 or 60% 

AND 
20% discount off all lab tests and health screenings on Ulta Lab Tests’ partner site  

https://www.ultalabtests.com/ncpa. 
To receive the 20% discount use the promo code: OscoSavon% 

 
Benefits of Lab Testing 
You can monitor your wellness and be proactive in the 
prevention and early detection of disease or adverse conditions. 
The lab tests are for your information, but are not intended to be 
a substitute for examination or consultation with a physician or 
other appropriate healthcare provider 
 

Your Health 
Lab tests can identify risk factors of disease or adverse 
conditions that include important information that can help you 
and your doctor target lifestyle changes. 

 
Prepare 
Actively participate in your healthcare. Obtaining your test results 
before you arrive at your doctor's office, will allow you to prepare 
your questions and may eliminate the need for a follow-up visit. If 
you elect to share your results with your physician in advance of 
an appointment, it may also allow your physician to review your 
results of your biomarkers and to better prepare for your 
appointment. 

 

Peace of Mind – Create Peace of Mind 
Knowing that your tested levels are "Normal" will likely relieve 
any stress you had about the conditions for which you were 
tested. Additionally, your results will establish your baseline for 
future monitoring on the Ulta Lab Tests patient portal. Your 
results found on your patient portal will show you if any lifestyle 
changes that you have made have had a positive impact! 

 

Alumni members John McGovern and John Roehm have continued to work together after leaving Albertsons to bring healthcare directly 
to consumers.  Over the last several years, they have focused on developing and providing a unique platform and service offering (Ulta 
Lab Tests) that enables pharmacies and healthcare providers to provide direct to consumer low cost lab tests and health screenings. 

 

Promos 
valid thru 
1/31/2016 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
https://www.ultalabtests.com/ncpa
https://www.ultalabtests.com/ncpa/Item/Item/Osco-Sav-on-Alumni-Health-Panel
https://www.ultalabtests.com/ncpa/Item/Item/Osco-Sav-on-Alumni-Health-Panel
https://www.ultalabtests.com/ncpa
https://www.ultalabtests.com/ncpa

