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FEBRUARY EVENT IN ARIZONA 

Okay, you snowbirds and Western USA Alumni, have 
we got a treat for you!  

 
 
Your fellow alumnus, Jerry Gonyo, has organized a 
brunch to be held Sunday, February 15, 2009. Details 
are as follows:  
 
When: 11 a.m. Sunday, February 15, 2009 
 
Where:  Terravita Country Club 
              34034 N. 69th Way 
              Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
              480-488-3546 
 
The cost is $25.00, payable at the door for the 
brunch buffet (Cash Bar).  Checks should be made 
payable to Jerry Gonyo. 
 

Reservations Deadline:  
Friday, February 7, 2009 
 
Please call or email Jerry to confirm your attendance. 
Jerry's info is:  
 
Jerry Gonyo  
6528 E. Whispering Mesquite Trail 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
480-595-5653 
(Cell 480-510-3854) 

Email:  JERNDAR@CQX.NET 

 
Jerry also will need help to plan the program such 
as greeting table, name tags, raffle, trivia 
contests, prizes etc.  Please give Jerry a call if 
you're interested in volunteering.  If you need 
hotel/motel information, let Jerry know and he will 
get you some deals. 
 
 
Directions to Terravita Country Club: 
~ Take Scottsdale Road north from intersection of 
101 (Pima Freeway).  
~ Proceed nine miles north to Terravita Way. 
~ Turn left at light.  
~ Go to the guard house and advise them you are 
attending the Osco Alumni Brunch.  
~ Turn right at 71st Street and proceed one- half 
mile to the Club Village sign.  
~ Turn left towards the club house at the end of 
the road.  
~ Parking is on the left.  
~ The main entrance is in the center.  
~ If you need assistance call the Club 480- 488-
3456 or Jerry Gonyo on his cell phone: 480-510-
3854.  
 
If anyone is interested in playing a round of 
golf on Saturday, February 14 as a group at 
Troon or some other local course, contact 
Ken Walker at UtahKen@cox.net and let him 
know so he can put the outing together.  
Make sure he knows how to contact you as 
he will send out information if there is 
enough interest.  
 
This event is open to all Osco, Sav-on, Jewel, 
CVS, etc. alumni (active or retired). This is a great 
opportunity to visit with your former coworkers, 
renew old friendships and reminisce.  SPREAD 
THE WORD!  
 
We hope to share photos from this event in an 
upcoming CONNECTIONS issue. 
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Osco Drug Alumni Brunch 
Date: Sunday, February 15, 2009 
Location: Sunset Dining Room 

 
 

Classic Brunch 
Orange Scented Ricotta Blintzes with Lingonberry Jelly 

 
Eggs Mediterranean: English Muffins with Steamed Pastrami,  

Poached Eggs Consisting of Hollandaise, and Mediterranean Relish 
 

Cinnamon French Toast with Maple Syrup 
 

Assorted Pastries 
 

Pasta Salad with Olives, Tomatoes, Peppers, Basil, Olive Oil and Feta Cheese 
 

Vanilla-Scented Seasonal Fruit Salad 
 

Penne Pasta with Marinara Sauce 
 
 

Beverages 
Chilled Tomato and Orange Juice on Arrival 

Ice Tea & Soft Drinks 



Regular and Decaf Coffee 
Additional Beverages can be purchased at the bar 
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             Osco/Sav-on  Fall Party 
  
Members and guests had an enjoyable evening at the 
Annual Fall Outing which was held on Thursday, 
October 23.  This year’s event was held at the Key 
Wester Fish and Pasta House in Naperville, Illinois. 
 
 The food, served family style, was excellent and no 
one went away hungry. 
 
However, the main purpose of the event was to 
provide time and the opportunity for good conversation 
among old friends and co-workers.  We were glad to 
see some new faces at this year’s event.  A number of 
folks traveled some distance to be there.  Jay Jensen 
was there from Indy, and Jim and Marcia Brown 
came down from Wisconsin.  However, Donna 
Lorentzen, from Henderson, Nevada, traveled the 
farthest.  
 
Marilyn Kaderabek also attended.  She continues to 
do administrative work for Don Perkins, who at the 
age of 82, continues to be actively engaged with 
various business and civic functions. 

 
Sharon Gaffor was the first prize winner of $40 for 
the 50-50 raffle, and Jean Schneider was the 
second place winner of $20. 
 
This was the fifth year we have held our Fall Outing 
in October.  The Key Wester joins the Bohemian 
Crystal, Schnitzel Platz, Omega Banquet Hall, and 
Luigi's House as the sites we have used. 
 
Prior to 2004, we had a series of parties in early 
December.  An informal poll of this year’s attendees 
gave strong direction to continue the event in the 
fall, and avoid the busy Christmas time frame. 
 
Watch for further information on next year’s events 
in future Connections.  You can be sure Len 
Thielen, our social chairman, will put together 
another great evening. 
 
 
Following are photos from our October event. 
 

 
 

SPLIT THE POT WINNERS 
 

 
Sharon Gaffor & Jean Schneider 
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            Barb Carpenter, Marcia Brown,             Lois Wallace (Len’s Twin)  
            Sheri Hildebrandt, Linda Bogusch                                             & Len  Thielen 
                     & Mary Carlson 
 

     
                    James & Lyndall Bentz               Marilyn Kaderabek 
 

 
Kathy & Bernie Kott 
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 Phil & Kathy Dramasino               Reg Bogush & Mike  Koestler 
 

               
         Jean Reichs & Jay Jensen                   Donna Lorentzen & Judi Cihock 
 

 
Kate O’Connor, Valerie Gorzka, 
Diane Heatter, Barbara Salerno 
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A TRIBUTE TO TURN*STYLE – 30 YEARS AFTER CLOSING 
 
Remember 1978 when Turn*Style was sold? 

 
 
 
 
From the Wikipedia website, a write-up on the 
history of Turn*Style, author unknown. 

Turn*Style was a chain of discount department 
stores and was a division of Chicago-based Jewel, 
the parent company of the Jewel Food Stores 
supermarket chain.  Each Turn*Style had an Osco 
Pharmacy, at the time very uncommon for a 
discount store in the 1960s and 1970s.  At its peak, 
the chain comprised more than fifty stores 
throughout Chicago, as well as in Boston, 
Massachusetts and Michigan. 

Jewel acquired the Turn*Style brand in 1961 and 
began rapidly expanding the chain. Sales for the 
1961 year were listed as $14 million U.S. dollars 
with four stores, with headquarters in Brighton, 
Massachusetts.[3] At its peak, the chain operated 
throughout the Midwest, as well as in the Boston, 
Massachusetts area. Within three years of opening a 
store in Racine, Wisconsin, profits as measured on a 
ROI basis were the highest within Jewel Companies. 
Rapid expansion, the unfortunate corporate decision 
to incorporate a catalog type store within its four 
walls, and an unrealistic divisive venture into the  

 
"Hypermarket" business all caused profits to 
suffer. 

The economy also caused Jewel to rethink its growth 
strategy and the decision was made to sell Turn*Style 
in order to concentrate its growth within its core 
businesses, which were food stores and drugstores. In 
1978 the stores were sold to May Department Stores 
and converted to the Venture format. Other stores 
were converted to large Osco Drug Stores. 

We solicited comments from some former Turn*Style 
employees and reproduce those from Bill Lewis, 
John Terry and Jerry Gonyo.  Thanks to them for 
sharing some memories. 

Jewel management, after acquiring Turn*Style 
(East) and Osco Drug, decided to put the expertise of 
food, soft goods, and hard goods under one roof.  
Forward thinking at the time.  The first store (in the 
West) was built in Racine, Wisconsin.  I was the 
manager of the Osco Store in Waukegan, Illinois and 
was transferred to the Jewel payroll and assigned to 
the Racine project.  After the Racine Store, we 
opened stores in Moline, Illinois, Davenport, Iowa,  
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Skokie Illinois, and Harlem and Foster followed by 
stores in Michigan, Indiana, and Nebraska.   
 
As one reflects back upon Turn*Styles’ growth, it is 
obvious we made a number of major mistakes.  First, 
we should have dominated the Chicago market with 
Turn*Style Stores rather than opening stores in the 
above mentioned states.  Secondly, we should have 
built one store with one central check out, as Wal-
Mart and others have today.  The same is true for the 
Jewel Osco Stores.  In fact, page 72 of Don Perkins 
book "A Calm Temperament Expectant Of Good" 
reads as follows. 
 
“He (Max Harden then Osco President) and I (Don 
Perkins) were visiting these new side-by-side Jewel 
Osco Stores as they were opening, when a heavy set 
bohemian woman came up to us and said "Are you 
part of management?"  "Yes," we said.  "Well," she 
said, “These are two wonderful stores.  But would you 
answer just one question for me?"  We smiled and 
said, "We'll sure try".  And she literally said," Who put 
that ******’ wall between these two stores?"  
 
Don Perkins in his book (a must read book) said we 
should have had 50 Turn*Style Stores in Chicago.  In 
my opinion, the main reason we didn't was 
because each company had its own report card (i.e. 
profit and loss statement!) 
 
I hate to say this but with the team of people we had 
in Turn*Style we let one of the greatest opportunities 
in the world slip through our fingers! 
  
Bill Lewis 
 
 
My memories are from three different phases of the 
operation.  First as stock clerk going to college in 
1963, I worked in the Drug & Variety department of 
the Skokie store.  The drug department by itself in 
those days did $30,000 or more on a weekly basis.  I 
was amazed to see how fast an end cap of Crest 
toothpaste @ 49 cents or Aqua Net hair spray @ 99 
cents on sale could blow out in one evening.  Back-to-
school time was also very exciting; the aisles would 
be packed full at 2PM and by 8PM be reduced to a 
skeleton.  I can’t believe it’s been thirty 

years since Turn*Style shut down. 
 
I also remember the day that the Harlem & Foster 
store burned to the ground.  It was very sad to see 
the remains of what was such a beautiful store.  The 
only happy person that day was the manager of 
Walgreens in the same center. 
 
Years later I managed store 714 in Wyoming (Grand 
Rapids), Michigan.  This store was also very high 
volume.  I remember a Christmas Eve in 1975 when 
we broke the one day record of $100,000.  Needless 
to say the store didn’t get faced that night.  This was 
also the famous garden shop store that featured live 
birds flying around.  The roof had so many holes and 
leaks that whenever it would rain we would drop 
ropes from the ceiling to water collection cans. 
My last memories were of the sad times when we (in 
field management) knew the chain was being sold yet 
we could say nothing to the store people.  These were 
difficult times to keep people positive when rumors 
were rampant.  I remember the day when, in the 
jammed 2nd floor conference room, at the Oakbrook 
office, Wes Christopherson gave us the official sad 
news. “Turn*Style is gone; it was a business 
decision.” 
 
Many times today as I walk through a Target store I 
can’t help but think that we were as good if not 
better. 
 
John Terry - Turn*Style   1963-1978 
 
I started my retail career 4 days after I graduated 
from college.  On August 6 1964 I started at 701 
Racine, Wisconsin as a Drug and Variety Section 
Manager.  I was hired by Ike Curry who was many of 
the Osco people that were involved in Turn*Style.   
 
My department manager at that time was Tom 
Gender.  In January 1965 Tom was transferred to 
Boston Division, and I took over his position. 
 
December 1966 Glen Hendricks and Ray Stone 
(my sales manager) came in three days before 
Christmas and offered me a buyer position at Jewel 
1955 buying Cosmetics and HBA.  I started in January 
1967 the week of the big blizzard in Chicago.  Glen 
called me up in Racine and said don’t even come  
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down but he would meet me in Racine and we 
would head North and visit some Wisconsin Osco 
Stores.  I spent 3 years in Merchandise Services at 
1955.  In 1970 I rejoined the Turn*Style Staff as 
Sales Manager In the D&V area.  Also I had some 
buying assignments within the Turn*Style group.  In 
1974 I left Turn*Style and became the Midwest 
Sales Manager for Brighams.  In 1976 I returned as 
buyer for Osco.  In January 1977 I joined Jewel 
Imports where I remained until 1992 when TSI was 
formed. 
 
In 1978 I remember the Venture purchase of 
Turn*Style and the photo illustration of the Venture 
Zebra tearing off the Turn*Style name off the Jewel 
Companies family tree. 
 
Turn*Style was a fast track and fun place to learn 
retailing in the 60’s and 70’s.  I remember doing our 
first POG at 702 Harlem & Foster.  I also remember 
the 2AM call from Russ Wright to tell me 702 H&F 
was burning.  I rushed down there at 4AM to see 
hair spray cans shooting thru the air.  The next day 
looking at the basement full of water. 
 
I think the Turn*Style stores were before their time.  
Just think those super stores of today such as Wal-
Mart and Target are an idea that was with 
Turn*Style/Jewel Food, etc. all under one roof. 
 
How about a Turn*Style Reunion at the Arizona. 
Brunch on 2/15/09?  
 
Best Regards,  
Jerry Gonyo 
 
My tenure with Turn*Style was from '70 to '76.  I 
was Sporting Goods and then Toy buyer.  It was 
great being part of an enthusiastic team during 
those growing years.  We all were young and 
aggressive, and willingly put in a lot of hours.  
  
I notice TURNIP, our mascot, in the group picture.  
He was created by Jean Ehlert working with 
Animal Fair, the maker.  Turn*Style won an industry 
award for its promotion of TURNIP.  
  
Best Regards, 
Conrad Mueller 
Phone: 402 416 2709 

Don Perkins 
 
Bill Lewis referenced Don Perkins in his Turn*Style 
write up, and we heard at the Fall outing from Marilyn 
Kaderabek that he is keeping busy at the age of 81.  
Marilyn provided his current biography which details his 
current activities.  Many members have fond memories 
of Don Perkins, and his great leadership of the company 
we used to know. 

 
  

  

  

  

DONALD S. PERKINS 
Retired Chairman 
Jewel Companies, Inc. 
 
Jewel Companies, Inc.  

 
Donald S. Perkins is the former Chairman of Jewel 
Companies, Inc., a food and drug store chain.  Mr. 
Perkins graduated from Yale University and the Harvard 
Business School.  He served in the U.S. Merchant Marine 
in the mid 1940s and the Air Force in the early 1950s.  
Starting as a trainee with the then Jewel Tea Company 
in 1953, he was elected Vice President in 1960, 
Executive Vice President three years later, President in 
1965 and Chairman and Chief Executive Officer in 1970.  
He retired from Jewel Companies, Inc. in 1983. 
 
Mr. Perkins currently serves as a Director of LaSalle 
Hotel Properties, LaSalle U.S. Realty Income and Growth 
Fund III and Nanophase Technologies Corporation, 
where he is Chairman.  He is also Chairman of the 
Council of Retired Chief Executives. 
 
For more than 30 years, he has served on corporate 
boards including AT&T, Aon, Corning, Cummins Engine, 
Eastman Kodak, Firestone, Inland Steel Industries, 
Kmart, Lucent Technologies, The Putnam Funds, 
Springs Industries and Time Warner. 
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Don Perkins (Continued) 
 
He is a Life Trustee and was Vice Chairman of 
Northwestern University.  He co-chaired Campaign 
Northwestern, a university-wide effort which has 
raised more than $1.5 billion.  He has served as a 
Trustee of The Ford Foundation and The Brookings 
Institution, as a member of The Business Council 
and as a Protector of the Thyssen-Bornemisza 
Continuity Trust.   
 

 
Mr. Perkins is the Founding Chairman and remains a 
member of the Civic Committee of The Commercial 
Club of Chicago.  He is a member of the Advisory 
Boards of Blue Ridge Partners, RoundTable Healthcare 
Partners L.P., Shields Meneley Partners, Syrus Global, 
Northwestern University’s School of Communication 
and its School of Education and Social Policy. 
 

Thanks to Diane Heatter for the following photo. 

See if you can find yourself or old friends. 
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Information provided by Gerry Pearsall:
 

Online Social Networking  - 
Connecting with Past 

and Present Colleagues 
 
A Social Networking Service, such as Facebook or 
MySpace focuses on building online communities of 
people who share common interests and activities.   
The most popular business-oriented social networking 
site is LinkedIn which is used for professional 
networking and is free to join.  You can find past and 
present colleagues and classmates quickly.  LinkedIn 
makes staying in touch simple. 
 

 
 
To Join: 

1. Go to: http://www.linkedin.com/  
2. Create a profile 

When you join, you create a profile that summarizes 
your professional accomplishments.  Your profile helps 
you find and be found by former colleagues, clients, 
and business partners.  You can add more 
connections by inviting trusted contacts to join 
LinkedIn and connect to you.  Your network consists 
of your connections, your connections’ connections, 
and the people they know, linking you to thousands of 
qualified professionals. 

One such user community on LinkedIn is the 
American Stores Company Alumni group which is 
an association of former Osco Drug, Sav-on Drugs, 
Acme Markets, Jewel Osco, Jewel Food Stores, Lucky 
Food Stores, Star Market, Buttrey Food & Drug, 
Alpha-Beta, RxAmerica and Health'n'Home employees.  

Link to the American Stores Alumni group: 

http://www.linkedin.com/e/gis/62595/2549350A17C3 

The LinkedIn group consists of over 200 members 
and includes many members of the Osco/Sav-on 
Alumni Club.  The goal of this group is to help 
members reach other alumni of American Stores, 
Osco, Sav-on, Jewel and other related ASC 
companies.  Keeping in touch helps accelerate 
careers/business opportunities through referrals from 
American Stores Group members.   Although the 
Club’s retirees may not be planning to return to the 
workforce, this site provides another method to 
connect and stay in touch with past colleagues.   

 

            
 

Longs Drug Stores: 
Walgreens withdraws bid; 

CVS Caremark set to Acquire 
 
CVS Caremark is moving forward with its purchase of 
the Longs Drug Stores chain comprised of 520 retail 
locations in California, Arizona, Nevada and Hawaii for 
$2.9 billion.  Longs’ RxAmerica Prescription Benefits 
Management (PBM) subsidiary is also part of the 
planned purchase.  The Walnut Creek, California-based 
drugstore chain is ranked #4 in sales in the U.S. 
drugstore industry.  Walgreens was also a bidder for 
Longs but dropped talks in early October citing the 
deterioration of the national economy in recent weeks 
and Longs management refusal to engage in 
discussions.  Industry insiders speculate Walgreens’ 
failure to acquire Longs was among the reasons for the 
abrupt departure of Walgreen’s Chief Executive Officer 
Jeff Rein last month.  On October 10, Walgreens named 
Alan McNally as their Chairman and acting CEO.  The 
sale to CVS is expected to be complete during the first 
quarter of 2009 and will make CVS/Pharmacy the drug 
chain leader in California with a store count of over 830 
stores.  As of September 2008, Rite Aid has 606 stores 
in California. 
 
 

Sav-on/Osco’s historic ties to Longs 
 
Longs was founded in California in 1938, seven years 
before the first Sav-on Drugs store opened.  In 1987 
Osco purchased 15 Longs drugstores in Arizona.  The 
same year, Osco sold 11 of its California stores to 
Longs.  In 1988, American Stores Company leadership 
placed several former Longs executives (Dick Scott, 
Dick Boyd, Mike Baird, and Dominic Cavallo) at 
the helm of the American Drugs Stores senior 
management team.  All former Longs executives were 
eventually eased out of American Drug Stores by April 
1990 along with the ‘whatever it takes’ era.  In 1998 
American Drug Stores’ RxAmerica division and Longs 
Drug Stores' Integrated Health Concepts (IHC) 
subsidiary agreed to merge their PBMs in a 50/50 
partnership.  After Albertsons acquired American stores 
in 1999, Longs and Albertsons remained equal partners 
up though 2001, when Albertsons sold their 50% stake 
to Longs.  Up until the 2006 sale of all free-standing 
Sav-on stores to CVS/Pharmacy, Longs had been a 
fierce yet highly respected competitor of Sav-on.    
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SAVE THE DATES 
 

 
April 23, 2009 

Our Spring event is scheduled for Thursday, April 23, 
2009 at Sandpiper Restaurant at 7414 S. James Ave. In 
Woodridge.  This will be a breakfast event and will 
feature a speaker from the Jewel-Osco (Supervalu) 
executive ranks.  Len Thielen is working on the 
arrangements.  We will gather @ 9:00am and begin 
eating at 9:30 followed by a speaker to host our event.  
More details to follow in an upcoming Connections. 
 
All our events are open to all Osco, Sav-on, Jewel, CVS, 
etc. alumni (active or retired). 
 
 
 
September 16, 2009 
 
We’ve been advised by Dave Stailey, the new President 
of the Jewel Retiree Club, of their annual luncheon to 
be held Wednesday, September 16, 2009 at the Alta 
Villa Banquets; 430 N. Addison Road; Addison, Illinois.  
Please contact the Clubs Treasurer, Jim Snorek for 
details: 

Jim Snorek 
773 N. Sterling Road 
Inverness, IL ;60067 
847/359-7251 
keronsjim@att.net 
 

Another event - a Spring Reunion Luncheon – may be 
held at a South Suburban location in 2009.  We’ll keep 
you informed of any further information.  Again, all 
active or retired Osco, Sav-on, Jewel, CVS, etc. alumni 
are welcome to attend any of these events. 

 

 

 
 
Fall 2009 

Details will follow in a future Connections on an 
upcoming Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club Fall event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
We recently learned of the passing of the following 
Alumni members. 
 
William Click passed away on October 15, 2007.  
He had been with the company 41+ years before 
his retirement. 
  

Alice Click 
297 County Rd. 7715 

Troy, AL 36081 
 
 
 
Jimmie N Kiourkas passed away on August 3, 
2008.  His wife of 66 years Ruth (Dolly) Kiourkas 
passed away on August 23, 2008. 
 
Mark Iris, son-in law of retired Osco pharmacist 
Joseph Balter, informed us of Joseph’s passing on 
Tuesday, October 14, at the age of 88.  Joseph 
worked for many years at the Jewel/Osco on 
Broadway near Addison in Chicago. 
 
 
On behalf of the Alumni Club, we extend our 
deepest sympathies to the families who have lost 
loved ones. 
 



 
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P. O. Box 1024 
Lombard, IL 60148 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HAVE A WONDERFUL 

HOLIDAY 
 
 
Editor & Publisher:  Barbara Salerno 
Contributing Reporters:  Stan Carlson 

Diane Heatter 
Gerry Pearsall 


