
 
 

 

 

New England Osco Reunion 

First Official Boston Area Alumni Event 
 
We see a recurring sentiment at our reunions: “I wish I had more 
time to talk to all the people who were there”,  “The night just flew 
by so fast”, “Thank you for creating more great memories”, “When 
is the next reunion?”.   And 
the first official Osco Drug 
New England reunion held 
on a warm Friday evening 
on June 20

th
 in Woburn, 

Massachusetts was no 
exception.  Nearly 220 
people attended the dinner, 
traveling to the event  from 
15 different states.  The 
reunion was organized by  
alumni club board member          
Larry Wahlstrom and a 

planning committee 
comprised of ten Osco 
alumni.  The event took 
nearly a year to plan.  
We’re told that one of the 
biggest challenges the 
committee faced was trying 
to get in touch with people who would want to attend the reunion.  
The committee started with a just handful of email IDs and word of 
mouth quickly spread.  Initially, hoping that there would be enough  
interest where about 50 people would attend, the committee began 
looking for a larger venue as the number of confirmations from 
people communicating their intentions to attend grew. 
                                                                            (continued on page 7) 
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Gary Hunstiger Elected Alumni 

Club President 

Gary Hunstiger was elected president 

of the alumni club in April and 
succedes Roger Carpenter in that 

role.  Roger announced plans last 
November not to run for a fourteen 
term.  Most recently, Gary served as 
vice president of the alumni club, a 
position he has held since  joining the 
board in 2011.  Dean Kelsey, board 

member since 2009, has been elected 
vice president.  Newly elelcted board 
member Curt Larson joins the board 

as a director for the 2014-2015 term. 
                                                     (continued on page 3 ) 
  

2014 Top 10 Drug Retailers 

North America's leading drug chains have continued to expand 
their retail presence.  The same players remained as the top 10 
drug chains by sales and store count as a year ago, according 
to Chain Drug Review's annual State of the Industry report. But 
most have added a chunk of new stores and/or significantly 

enhanced their store 
base. 

By store count, 
Walgreens again was 
the largest drug 
chain, with 8,221 
drug stores, followed 
by CVS Caremark 
(7,660), Rite Aid 
(4,587), Health Mart 
(3,246) and 
McKesson Canada 
(1,650) in the top 
five.   

Walgreens (+144 stores), CVS (+202) and Health Mart (+169) 
had sizable net gains in stores year over year. Rite Aid (-34 
stores) has continued to close underperforming stores and 
locations coming off lease, while also pushing ahead with 
conversions to its "wellness store" format, which company 
executives say generates higher front-end sales and script 
count than the chain's other stores. More than a quarter of Rite 
Aid's store base now has the wellness concept, and plans call 
for 450 more locations to adopt the format in the retailer's 
current fiscal year.                                 (continued on page 21) 
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The club has had many events and 
updates in the last three months.  This 
issue is jammed-packed with lots of 
news.    If reading a hard copy version 
of this newsletter, please be sure to 
access the website and download the 
PDF file of Connections to see it in 
color. There are many photos and 
other news which I could not fit in this 
newsletter that have been posted in 
articles at the website. 
 

I really have a tear in my eye noting 
the wonderful time people had at the 
New England Reunion in June.  I'm 
still very upset that I didn't get to go 
due to flights being cancelled out of 
Chicago on June 19.  In addition to 
meeting many of our alumni members 
in the northeast, there were so many 
wonderful people I would have liked to 
visit with that I worked with -  some I 
had never met but spent a great deal 
of phone time with!  Traveling from 
Chicago… if it's not the snow in the 
winter, it's the thunderstorms in the 
spring!  I look forward to coming out to 
Boston for the next reunion. 
 

On a sad note, I report that five of our 
members have passed away since 
March – Bill Mayfield, Fred Meldahl, 
Mitch Oddo, Dick Scherschligt and 
Jean Schneider.  I have also received 
several emails about the failing health 
of retired Central Region general 
manager George Stearns. 
 

I remind members who have not yet 
paid their 2014 dues that a reminder 
letter was mailed in May.   
 

Enjoy a great summer and we’ll look 
forward to seeing you at one of our 
upcoming social events. 

 
 

Barbara Salerno 
Editor, Connections  

    Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024       
Lombard, IL 60148-8024 

oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Access to the 
Club’s Website 

Is your spouse or another family 
member more internet savvy than you?  
For your convenience, member 
spouses or another family designee are 
encouraged to create a user log-in at 
the club’s website in order to access 
materials for you.  Share the steps 
below to obtain access to the club’s 
website for another family member.  
Creating a user log-in is easy!  Just 
follow these simple steps: 
 

1. Go to the club’s website: 

www.oscosavonalumni.com and 
click the Register link in the User 
Login section at the left                                               

2. Fill out spouse/designee name, 
your (member) address, leave 
employment sections blank and in 
the Biography/Work History section, 
indicate the name of the member  

3. Click the ‘Submit’ button 
4. You will receive an email confirming 

the registration is accepted 
 

Forgot Your Username 
or Password?

 
If you can’t remember your username 
and/or password to the website, click 
HERE or go the FAQ section of the 
website for steps to retrieve.  If you 
don’t remember which of your email IDs 
was used to create a login (needed to 
retrieve your login credentials), contact 
us at oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
and we’ll update your old email ID with 
your new email ID 

 

American Stores 
Alumni Group on 

LinkedIn Surpasses 
1,800 Members 

 
 

The American Stores Company 
alumni association group on LinkedIn 
helps connect Osco Drug, Sav-on 
Drugs, American Stores, American 
Drug Stores, Acme Markets, Jewel 
Osco, Jewel Food Stores, Star 
Market, Lucky Food Stores, 
RxAmerica and Health'n'Home 
people.   This is an excellent means 
for networking and keeping in 
touch.   And best of all it’s free!  If you 
don’t have a LinkedIn profile, click 
HERE to create a profile or go to 
www.linkedin.com to join.    
 
Click HERE to join the American 
Stores Alumni group.  You’ll have the 
ability to see all those folks you may 
have forgotten and want to contact. 
 

 

If reading Connections via an iPad, 
tablet or mobile device, click on any 
of the links below to quickly access 

club resources: 
 

Member Directory 
 
 
 

Connections Archive 
 
 

 

People Magazine Archive 
 

 
 

Events Calendar 
 

 
 

In Memoriam 
 
 
 

Where are they Now 
 

 

Update your Member 
Profile 
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Board Meeting 
Highlights  

May 21, 2014

 
There will be many social 
opportunities for you to reconnect with 
friends throughout the coming year: 

 July/August North vs. South 
Dakota border battle golf 
tournament 

 August 23
rd

 hot summer luncheon 
at the Windy City Café in 
Scottsdale, AZ 

 September 19
th
  kicks off the new 

season of ROMEO luncheons in 
Scottsdale, AZ 

 September 26
th
 Chicagoland 

Autumn Dinner 

 October 11
th
 Sav-on Dinner in 

Santa Ana, CA 
 

Details will be posted at the website 
as they become available.  Walk-ins 
are always welcome, but please try to 
RSVP in advance so we can assure 
adequate room capacity!  2015 is right 
around the corner so save the date 
for: 

 March 1, 2015: 9
th
 Annual 

Brunch/golf outing at Terravita in 
Scottsdale, AZ 

 July 25, 2015: Sav-on’s 70th 
anniversary Reunion  

 

Interested in organizing an Osco or 
Sav-on social get together in your 
area? Contact any one of your board 
members and who will gladly provide 
assistance.  
 

We would also encourage you to send 
in articles, of interest that you would 
like to have published in an upcoming 
Connections issue.  Articles and 
photos are always welcome and can 
be sent to 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com    
 
This is your Club, so take time this 
year to participate and rekindle those 
experiences that formed one of the 
most unique cultures in the retail 
industry.     
 

Officers and Board of 
Directors 2014 
Election Results   

 

Ballots for the 2014 election were 
tabulated and results posted at 
the club’s website on April 15th.  
Election results were announced 
at recent club social events. The 
first meeting of the newly elected 
board took place on May 21, 2014 
via phone conference. 
 

 
 

2014 - 2015 Officers  
 
Gary Hunstiger, President 
1568 Sandbar Circle 
Waconia, MN  55387-1053 
Phone: (952) 679-4174 
oscogary@aol.com 

 
Dean Kelsey, Vice President  
400 Old Hunt Road 
Fox River Grove, IL  60021-1832 
Phone: (847) 639-7808 
deankelsey@sbcglobal.net 

 
Barbara Salerno, Secretary 
618 Glenwood Lane 
Lombard, IL 60148-1468 
Phone: (630) 792-1962 
barbarasalerno727@yahoo.com  or 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

 
John Fields, Treasurer 
257 Sheffield Lane 
Glen Ellyn, IL  60137-4457 
Phone: (630) 469-9288 
Fieldsjr14@wowway.com 
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2014 – 2015 
Directors at Large 

 
Jerry Gonyo, Director 
6528 E. Whispering Mesquite Trail 
Scottsdale, AZ  85266-7210  
Phone: (480) 595-5653 
jerndar@cox.net 

 
Diane Heatter, Director 
13729 S. Cannonade Court 
Orland Park, IL  60467-1048 
Phone: (708) 301-6076 
kenheatter@msn.com 

 
Curt Larson, Director 
2414 35th Ave South 
Fargo, ND  58104-6507 
Phone: (701) 630-0028 
curtlarson@cableone.net 
 
Gerry Pearsall, Director 
26 Salisbury Road 
Mont Vernon, NH 03057-1107 
Phone: (603) 654-6404 
pearsallg@aol.com 

 
Dan Quinn, Director 
20405 Via Don Quijote 
Yorba Linda, CA  92886-3037 
Phone: (714) 697-0301 
daannn@sbcglobal.net 

 
Larry Wahlstrom, Director 
49 Wentworth Cove Road 
Laconia, NH  03246-1910 
Phone: (603) 630-6046 
larrywahlstrom@gmail.com 
 
 
Board member biographies and 
other information is now available 
at the club’s website.  To access, 
click on any board member name 
above or log into the club’s 
website and search the 
membership directory by name or 
simply input  membership status =  
‘Board Member’.   The list of board 
members will display and you can 
click the name(s) of those where 
you wish to view more content. 
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Meet Curt Larson,   
Our Newest Board Member 

 
Curt Larson graduated from North Dakota State University in 1971 with a BS in 
Pharmacy. Upon graduation, he joined Walgreens and accepted a position in 
Chicago.  Having never filled a prescription prior to graduation and eventually 
being placed in Walgreen's 4

th
 busiest store, Curt tells us the position was not 

an ideal fit.  He worked in Glenview, Arlington Heights and Park Ridge stores in 
the Chicago area for Walgreen's.  
 
During the Osco pharmacist strike of 1973, Curt 
was contacted by Pete Bilden the Osco recruiter.   
Pete convinced Curt that a job change to Osco 
would be wise career move and Curt soon started 
working as a pharmacist for Osco in February 
1973 at Osco #888 in Aurora IL. His partner 
pharmacist was Sheila Bennet and later Joan 
Nielson.  After a year, Curt joined the store 
management training program and became a  
trainee where Rex Dobey was his mentor. Curt 
was soon promoted to 2

nd
 assistant in Great Falls, 

MT and later transferred to Aberdeen, SD where 
a registered pharmacist was needed as an 
assistant in that location to cover vacations and 
lunch breaks. 
 
Curt was later transferred to Osco #910 in Fargo, ND and worked with Wally 
Fairfield.  Curt was told that Wally, also a registered assistant, was spending 
too much time assisting in the pharmacy. Curt moved to Moorhead, Minnesota 
and worked for store manager Mike Radtke as a 1

st
 assistant. After 7 years in 

that role, he became a store manager in in 1980. In 1982 he transferred from 
downtown Fargo to the north side of Fargo into store in a strip center.  In 1986, 
Curt became a full time store manager and a part time regional trainer for the 
Intermountain Region. He would train Monday thru Thursday in Seattle, 
Spokane and Idaho and then work the Fargo store Friday thru Sunday. 
 
In 1988, Curt was asked by Dave Maher (VP of Intermountain Region) and Don 
Hoscheit, VP of Pharmacy Operations, to become the Regional Pharmacy 
Manager for the Intermountain Region, covering stores in Montana, North 
Dakota, Minnesota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, and New Mexico. 
For this new role, Curt relocated to the Denver, CO regional office. Curt tells us 
the move was very good one and one of the best periods of his career as he got 
to work with Dave Maher on a daily basis.   In 1990, with the divestiture of the 
Intermountain Region stores to Payless Drug, Curt moved back to Fargo, ND 
where he supported Osco stores in Montana, the Dakotas, Nebraska, Iowa, 
Kansas and Missouri. 
 
In 1995, at the request of Central Region VP Bill Bates, Curt became both a 
District Manager and Regional Pharmacy Manager in the Dakotas, Montana 
and Minnesota.  The dual DM and RPM roles assigned to one person was a 
first in the company. Curt managed both roles until 2006 when CVS/pharmacy 
acquired the Osco and Sav-on stores.  Up until his retirement in 2011, Curt was 
a district manager for CVS/pharmacy. 

 
Curt is the only individual to have been a recipient of the Osco Excellence 
Award, the Albertsons President Award, and the CVS Chairman's Award.  We 
are excited to have Curt as the newest member to the alumni club board! 

 

Welcome New 
Members! 

 
Additional information for members may 
be listed in the club’s on-line directory.  
You must log-in to access.   
 

Decker, Carl (June)   
P.O.Box 2081   
Big Bear Lake, CA  92314-2081  
Phone: (909) 809-2917   
dbledeckers@yahoo.com 

 
Dimos, Chris   
1206 Maple Avenue   
Downers Grove, IL  60515-4816   
Phone: (480) 329-0220   
chrisdimos@comcast.net 

 
Leahy, Edward   
206 J Tall Oaks Drive  South 
Weymouth, MA  02190-3527   
Phone: (781) 248-3845   
leahy5418@aol.com 

 
Patts, Ken (Denise)   
56 Main Street   
Hull, MA  02045-1139   
Phone: (857) 222-9804  
dkpatts@msn.com 

 
Westlund, Theresa (Charles)   
1025 Brookville Ct.   
Villa Hills, KY  41017-4482 
Phone: (859) 341-3744  
thewest09@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 

All members can update their profile 
at the club’s website:  add a profile 
photo, create a work and/or 
personal biography, select mailing 
preferences and add links to your 
Facebook and LinkedIn pages.  
Doing so allows   members to 
contact you in a very simple 
manner.  You will also be able to 
network with others having guest 
profiles on the club’s website. Once 
you log in at the website, click on 
the ‘Access Your Profile’ link after 
logging in or just click HERE. 

Club News                      Page 4   

mailto:dbledeckers@yahoo.com
mailto:chrisdimos@comcast.net
mailto:leahy5418@aol.com
mailto:dkpatts@msn.com
mailto:thewest09@yahoo.com
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&Itemid=6


 

 

June Luncheon Highlights 

By Curt Larson 

 
On June 4, 2014, nine Osco alumni met at the Paradiso 
Mexican Restaurant in Fargo, North Dakota for a great 
lunch and a lot of laughs while sharing memories that go 
back over 40 years. 

 
Many of us had worked together for many years while 
some met for the first time. Bob Parmer had the most 
years in with 45 years as an assistant, store manager and 
pharmacist while working in Illinois, South Dakota and 
North Dakota. 
He started at 
age 14 
sweeping floors 
for store 
manager Ernie 
Sawyer in 
Fargo. Rolland 
Ruff spent 39 
years as a 
pharmacist in 
several of the 
Fargo stores. 
Curt Larson 
had 39 years in 
various roles 
from assistant, 
store manager, 
regional trainer, regional pharmacy manager, regional 
pharmacy manager/district manager to district manager; 
He basically supervised stores in one role or another from 
Seattle to Albuquerque to Green Bay and most stores 
within that triangle. Ron Skarperud was a pharmacist 
that spent 38 years in the Moorhead store. 

 
Cecil Schimke was a pharmacist, assistant and store 
manager with stints in Arkansas, Iowa, South Dakota and 
North Dakota while spending 36 years with the company. 
He is still working on his golf game hoping to still make 
the senior s tour someday. Randy Bishoff is the 
youngest of the group spending 35 years with the 
company.  He is also one of the most traveled in this 
group spending time in Minnesota, North Dakota, 1818 
Oak Brook, Illinois in the training department, Kansas 
City, Iowa. South Dakota and finally finishing his career in 
Fargo. He is trying out for the European Golf Tour with an 
upcoming trip to Scotland for about 5 rounds of golf. Hal 
Ensrud spent most of his career as a pharmacist in the 
Iowa City store. Lucky man as he was seeing a new crop 
of coeds from the University of Iowa each year for almost 
31 years. Hal retired to Fargo to be closer to family, the 
lakes and the cold weather. Hal spent 31 years to the day 
with the company....he is too young to retire but he 
figured it out and is doing well.  
 

 

 
Judy Fuglestad had 30 years with company making several 
moves also. During her Osco career, Judy worked in 
Montana, Missouri, back to Montana and then Minnesota. 
Judy is very involved with her church and spends quite a bit 
of time traveling spending time with her husband and family.  
The last attendee was Ken Hopp who also spent 30 years 
with the company.  Ken spent his early part of his career in 
Iowa as a pharmacist and assistant manager and then spent 
the remainder of his career in the Fargo Moorhead area as a 
pharmacist. Ken still works in the pharmacy once in a while if 
it does not interfere with his golf game. 

Total years of service for the 9 attendees comes to 323 
years.....a lot of stories, hard work, good friends and fond 
memories. We have 3-4 more alumni in the area that 
hopefully can join us next time and hopefully some of store 
employees can also join us. 

Upcoming plans are for another luncheon on Wednesday 
September 3

rd
. The North Dakota group would also like to 

challenge the South Dakota group to a golf game before the 
snow comes back. The South Dakotan's are better golfers 
because they spent more time on the golf course when they 
should have been working. Ron Haas never spent much time 
in SD so they had much more freedom in the work week. 
Some of the guys in the South Dakota group are Rich 
Braley, John Reinschmidt, Joel Johns and Ron Binger. 
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Clockwise:  Rolland Ruff, Randy Bishoff, Cecil Schimke,  
Ron Skarperud, Hal Ensrud, Curt Larson (sitting), Judy Fuglestad,  

Bob Parmer, Ken Hopp 

 
We welcome your comments and any info you’d like 

to share with members: photos, your one-liners, 
current news, e.g., where you’re working, career 

changes, where you’ve traveled and/or other 
updates. 



 

 

Spring Chicagoland Luncheon  
Home Run Inn Restaurant  
By Dean Kelsey 

 
Thirty-two members and guests attended the 
annual Spring Luncheon in Darien, Illinois at 
Chicago's favorite Italian pizzeria – the Home 
Run Inn. The dining was buffet style 
consisting of soup, salad, pasta dishes and 
their famous pizza.  Everyone got their fill 
which was capped off with several desert 
choices. Following lunch, a brief meeting was 
held to update attendees on the activities of 
several members. Speakers included the 
club's newest member - John Oliveri.  
 

We also heard from Tork 
Fuglestad, John Kromer, and 
Ron Dilger. Dave Stailey and 
Dennis Pierini spoke on the 
latest news at Jewel-Osco and the 
Ronald McDonald House. 
 
Results of the Club’s Board of 
Directors election were 
announced and a special Thank 
You for years of dedication to the 

club went out to Roger 
Carpenter and Stan 
Carlson. 
 
"Early Bird" luncheon 
registration winners were: 
Mary Carlson & Arlene 
Klus. As always, split the pot 
raffle was held with Roger 
Carpenter taking 2

nd
 prize of 

$25 and John Kromer 1
st
 

prize of $50 which he promptly donated to the Ronald 
McDonald House.  
 
The day concluded after 
another hour of socializing with 
the finest coworkers anywhere 
and the promise to meet 
again at the autumn dinner in 
September. 
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1. Dean Kelsey 
2. Shirley & Tork Fuglestad 
3. Stan & Mary Carlson 
4. John Oliveri, Ron Dilger 
5. Dennis Perini, Ed Buron 
6. Cora & Bob Johnson 
7. John Kromer, Terry Zaio 

8.   Leslie LaForce, Barbara Salerno 

 9.  Sandy Augustyn, Jerry Hildebrandt,  
      Reg Bogusch 
10. Valerie Gorzka, Sue Ray 
11. Jean Stanton, Jean Reichs 
12.  Linda Bogusch, Sheri Hildebrandt,  
      Arlene Klus 
13. Jim Snorek, Dave Stailey 
14. Christy Schmidt, Austin Stanton 
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New England Osco Reunion 

                                                   (continued from front page)  

Arrival at the Hilton 
For members and guests who were staying overnight at the 
Hilton, each received a welcome bag upon check-in at the 
hotel.  The welcome bag contained a letter detailing 
reunion 
plans, a 
bottle of 
wine, 
bottles of 
water and 
candy 
and 
snacks. 
The 
contents 
of the gift 
bags 
were paid for by an alumni club member who wishes to 
remain anonymous.  Nearly forty rooms were booked at the 
Hilton for the reunion event and for one or more nights. 

 
Welcome Table: 
Both the reception area and ballroom for the reunion was 
located on the third floor of the hotel.  Upon exiting 
elevators, ‘Osco Event’ marquees directed guests to the 
welcome table where they were greeted by Margie Glikas, 
Norma Richards, Joanie Kwiatkowski or Joan 
Gumbleton.  Each guest was given a name tag containing 
a ticket for a free drink.  Alumni club members and their 
spouse/guest received two tickets each for free drinks.   
The welcome table team also passed out packets 
consisting of a welcome letter, a list of all stores Osco 
operated in New England indicating the grand opening 
date, original store manager and the retailor who currently 
operates the 
store, a copy 
of the March 
Connections 
newsletter 
(which had a 
New England 
Osco 
‘Flashback’ 
feature) and a 
12 page color 
booklet of 
collages 
displaying 40+ 
years of photos from Osco’s New England history.  The 
booklets were donated by alumni club member John 
Burke.  There was also a listing of all attendees present 
that evening which allowed guests to search for people who 
they would want to visit with at some point during the 
evening.   
 

 

 

 

Memorial Table: 
A single candle and a gold-framed listing of many New 
England store clerks, 
pharmacists, managers, district 
managers and regional support 
staff personnel who had passed 
away was displayed on a table 
by the entrance to the ballroom.   
The planning committee did 
their best to identity colleagues 
to include on the parchment.  A 
blank form was provided where 
guests could add others who had passed away who were 
not listed. 
 

Osco Nostalgia 
There were fifteen 20” x 30” photo collages placed through-
out the reception area and ballroom.  The collages 
displayed hundreds of photos of people who helped build 
and manage Osco’s business in New England.  The photos 

were provided by guests 
having mailed or 
emailed photos to 
committee member 
Kathy MacDonald prior 
to the event.  The 
collages had several 

themes such as: working in the stores, office support 
teams, general manager teams, and a mock Osco ROP ad, 
typical of Osco advertised merchandise.  Other collages 
included miscellaneous events held in the region which 
included grand openings, company outings; parties, etc. 
(see pages 12 & 13).   Throughout the evening and playing 
in the background on a large screen was a 60 minute 
looped slide show of additional photos from Osco’s New 
England years.  For entertainment, the committee decided 
against hiring a deejay and instead created a playlist of 
over 200 songs to play in the background as people 
socialized.  The playlist also incorporated a few 30 second 
Osco radio spots from the past. We were not able to obtain 
audio of the ‘Easy Osco’ theme, so if anyone has a copy, 
let the alumni club know via email at 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com. With all the socializing, fine 
conversation and catching-up, it was apparent we didn’t 
need deejay or even background music for that matter!  
There were two memorabilia tables set up for attendees 
who brought photo albums and other nostalgia to the event.  
Committee member Anthony Accardi recruited his 
brother, Michael, as the official photographer for the event. 
 

Dinner: 
Between 6:00pm and 7:30pm, appetizers were served to 
guests in the reception area.  Just after 7:30pm, guests 
were escorted into the grand ballroom where dinner 
stations were set up, The stations included pasta, chicken, 
salad, and a desert and beverage station.  Soda, bottled 
water, coffee and tea were complimentary.  The dinner 
stations were open for just over two hours. 
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Norma Richards, Joanie Kwiatkowski, 

Margie Glikas 
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Evening Program 
After dinner, Larry Wahlstrom emceed a 70 minute 
program.  He opened by welcoming all to the event and 
thanking everyone for their early commitments, which was 

a great deal of help in finding a 
suitable venue and organizing the 
event.  There were nearly 220 
people in attendance from all parts 
of the country – fifteen different 
states. Larry also noted that nine 
associates from the Hyannis (Cape 
Cod) store arrived at the event in 
style - via limousine. The planning 
committee had obtained the hire 
year of all attendees and Larry 
announced there was over 3,000 
years of combined Osco service at 

the dinner this evening.   
 
Dave Maher, the first regional vice president of New 
England (from 1976 to 1985) was not able to attend.  Dave 
was in Amsterdam where he and 
Marilyn were celebrating their 54th 
wedding anniversary. A pre-
recorded message from Dave was 
played for the audience.  Click 
HERE to view or visit the club’s 
website. Dave reflected on his years 
with Osco in New England.  
Because of the proximity and 
number of stores in the region, Dave 
commented how the group always 
had closer bonds.  Because of the corporate office in Oak 
Brook was 1,300+ miles away, the region had the ability to 
merchandise with independence and with more creativity.  
Dave also suggested we have a contest during the evening 
to determine which attendee has the whitest hair, and that 
he, himself would be an eligible participant. After Dave’s 
video, we took him up on his suggestion for the whitest hair 
contest and determined it was a tie between John Burke 
and Jerry LaPointe. Jerry conceded, stating John should 
be the as the winner because, as Jerry pointed out, John 
has more hair. 
 

Dick Davis 
Among some of the experiences Dick Davis reflected on 

during his five year tenure as 
regional vice president was the 
difficulty he had checking in at the 
Woodstock Inn in Vermont while on 
vacation with wife Sandy and his 
parents in 1990.  The hotel refused 
to book him in a room on the top 
floor.  Apparently, partying antics of 
managers and the venue’s post 
morning clean-up chores earned 
Osco a reputation at several hotels 
making them reluctant to allow 
bookings for subsequent events.   

 

 
Dick indicated he really grew to appreciate the difficultly 
Joan Gumbleton experienced when trying to book hotels 
for future manager and assistants meetings. In retrospect, 
Dick admitted he was always curious why Bob Cook 
seemed to get lost on the way to some of his stores during 
travel with Dick.  Dick wasn’t sure if Bob was allowing more 
time for store managers to prepare for the visit or if the 
added travel time would assure shorter visits and/or fewer 
stores to fit in for a visit that day.  Dick did enjoy the smooth 
ride in Bob’s company car, the Saab. 

 
District Manager Recognition 
Larry recognized the twelve different district managers who 
served the New England region between 1968 and 2002. 
Sadly, Jerry Klinghamer, Cliff Wallace and Dennis Balke 

have passed 
away.  Dick 
Cline, Doug 
Rives, Gary 
Rada and Ron 
Yeaton were not 
able to attend.   
Bob Cook,  
Bill Dumey, 
Gary Hunstiger, 
Joe Wagner and 
Glen Yergeau 
were in the 
audience and 
asked to stand. 
They each 
received an 

enthusiastic 
round of 

applause.  
Eastern Region (Indiana) district manager Ron Cardarelli 
was acknowledged for his service and roles in New 
England.  Larry noted that Dennis Balke’s absence was 
deeply felt this evening as Dennis knew how to make sure 
everyone had fun and memorable time at Osco events.   

 
Bob Cook 
Nicknamed ‘the professor’ and having the longest tenure -- 
22 years, as a New England district manager, Bob Cook 
was invited to the podium to say a 
few words. Bob remembered how he 
was asked by Dave Maher upon 
Dave’s arrival in New England in 
1976 to give up his corner office at 
the Mount Auburn Cambridge office 
and relocate to a space which was 
‘slightly larger than a broom closet”.  
Bob’s reflections were peppered with 
several jokes and one-liners.  He also 
thanked the office support staff and 
all store people for their hard work 
during the years of service with Osco. 
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Service Recognitions 
Josephine Forgione 
(Josie) was recognized as 
the most senior Osco 
Turn*Style employee 
present, having been hired 
in November 1961.  Josie 
started at the Medford, MA 
Turn*Style store and 
remained at the store when 
it was converted to Osco 
#904 in 1975.  Lee 
Hoekstra, Josie’s first Osco 
manager presented her with 
a bouquet of flowers.  Upon 
taking the podium, Josie commented that Osco was the 
“best company anyone could ever work for” and would not 
change a thing if given a chance to live her life over again. 
 
Dennis Groteboer was recognized as the individual at the 

event with the earliest service 
with Osco, being hired in May 
1957, well before the New 
England region was 
established.    In 1968, Dennis 
was the first Midwest manager 
asked to relocate to New 
England to help build the 
Osco brand in the market.  
Just prior to accepting this 
assignment, Dennis was store 
manager at Osco #801 
Rochester, MN - Osco’s very 
first store!  In addition to 
helping blend Midwest and 
Yankee merchandising 
cultures, he opened Osco 

#953 Laconia, NH and Osco #956 Manchester, NH in the 
1970s. Dennis thanked all attendees for the recognition and 
expressed his delight at seeing and visiting with fellow co-
workers after so many years. 

 
Recognition of Excellence Award Winners 
There were 18 Excellence Award/President’s Award 

recipients 
present in the 
audience.  As 
their names 
were display on 
the overhead 
screen, Larry 
asked all to 
stand. There 
was a burst of 
applause.  Larry 
proudly stated 

that the Eastern Region had more than its fair share of 
winners of this distinct award. 

 

 
 

Recognition of Managers who Opened a Store 
Between 1966 and 2002, in Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Maine and Vermont, Osco opened 98 stores in 
total.   At the 
dinner, there 
were 21 
managers 
present who 
opened one 
or more 
New 
England 
store. 
During a 
segment of 
the evening 
program, 
these managers’   names were displayed on the overhead 
screen.  Larry asked all managers to stand, to which they 
received a riveting round of applause.  Larry added that it 
was always a special time and an honor to be asked to 
open a store. 

 
Gary Hunstiger 
Newly elected Alumni Club president Gary Hunstiger was 

the final guest speaker.  Gary 
managed several stores in 
New England and was later a 
district manager in the region 
in the late 1980s into the early 
1990s.  Gary remarked how 
amazing it was that so many 
former associates had come 
out to be with one another, 
especially considering the 
company is no longer in 
existence.  Gary reflected 
about how unique Osco’s 
culture was and how special 
its people were.  Gary gave 
background information about 

the alumni club.  Gary announced that all attendees at the 
event that were not currently club members have been 
granted free membership for the remainder of 2014 and are 
encouraged to join the club in 2015. 
 

2014 New England Reunion Committee 

 
 

Larry Wahlstrom, Ken Bellefeuille, Glen Yergeau,  
Kathy MacDonald, Gary Hunstiger, Margie Glikas, 

 John Burke, Gerry Pearsall, Jerry LaPointe,  
Joan Gumbleton, Anthony Accardi  
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Specialty Drink of the Evening 
The specialty drink of the evening was aptly coined        

‘The Charleston’, commemorating the 
company’s CHARLESTON cost code.  
The cost code was used on shelf 
labels and on price tags when ticketing 
merchandise. The drink was selected 
to compliment Osco’s orange and blue 
color used in store décor during the 
1970s and 1980s.  The drink consisted 
of one part Blue Curaçao, one part 
Orange Juice and one part Vodka. For 
those having used their free drink 
ticket and wishing to buy another 
specialty drink, a person had to 

translate the posted cost code of TNX to determine the 
price for the drink.  
 

The Hospitality Suite 
The hospitality suite was located in an executive 
conference room on the hotel’s top (7

th
 floor).  The 

refreshment table was set up earlier in the evening.  During 
the earlier program, an announcement was made to 
reunion attendees that the suite would open at 10:45pm, 
and all were welcome to visit.  This activity was hosted by 
planning committee members Ken Bellefeuille and Glen 
Yergeau. The suite was stocked with beer, wine, soda and 
assorted snacks.  
Well into the 
early morning 
hours people 
came and left to 
continue 
socializing prior 
to either driving 
home or returning 
to their hotel 
room.  The suite 
closed shortly after 2:00am.  Over 40 people visited the 
room during the three hours the suite was open. 
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Sharon Solomita, Dianne Romano, Joan Hughes, 

Mary Butler, Anita Hodnett 

Robin 
Laflamme,  

 

Tom Hatem 

Sandy Davis, 
 

 Bob & 
Jeanne 

Quint 

Tina & Ron 
Cardarelli, 

 
 Carol & 

Brent Keil 

Chuck & 
Karen 
Coupe,  

 

John Roehm 

Rosemary 
Houghton, 

 
Annmarie 
Bendinelli,  

 

Kay Joyce 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Click HERE to view 150 more photos at the club’s website OR search for  
‘2014 New England Reunion Highlights’ at the website. 

 

Page 11                6/20/2014                 New England Reunion – Woburn, Massachusetts 

 

1. Jenna Pedone, Roger Dykstra 
2. Jim & Jan Vynorius 
3. Bob Manning, Steve Ayoub, Bill Dumey 
4. Joy Sullivan, Mary Ann Boujoulian, Patty Chandler 
5. Xhaklina & Joe Desmond, Joe Egan, Ken Patts 
6. Eric Fields, John Sudol 

7. Dennis Graninger, Shirley Ambrefe 

8. Lisa (Plante) Dubray, Colleen (Cullen) Sheehy, 
Don Errico, Marc Creamer, Brenda Lahey 

9.   Joe Wagner, Larry Wahlstrom 
10.  Diana Cook, Anthony Accardi, Bob Cook 
11.  Brett Ramsdell, Gary Hunstiger, Bob Potter 
12.  Anne Psomos, Glen Yergeau 

 

12 11 10 

9 8 7 

4 5 6 

1 2 3 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/events/recent-events/1510-reunion-photos-6-20-2014
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Osco Drug’s corporate office, located at 1818 Swift Drive in Oak Brook, Illinois 
opened July 1, 1974. For twenty-three years, the facility was headquarters for 
Osco Drug, and later American Drug Stores.  The facility was sold in 1997. 
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New Office Building Opens 

in Oak Brook 
Osco News Summer 1974 
Written by: Sheila Hoffmeyer 

 
On July 1, 1974 the office building in Oak 

Brook, IL officially opened as employees 

arrived to locate their new work stations and to 

become accustomed to the new facility.  Along 

with Osco Drug, Inc., the building is the 

headquarters for Turn*Style, Republic Lumber 

and the new hypermarket. 

 

“Everyone’s reaction has been extremely 

favorable”, states Bruce Perry, Director of 

Administration Services, who guided the 

project.  “The unusual design of the office, the 

openness and especially the long banks of 

windows have created comments to make me 

feel that people are pleased with their new 

surroundings”. 

 

Designed in two stories, the building has four 

levels which are triangular in shape. The main 

entrance faces south and past the reception area 

to the right are level 1 general offices.  Stairs on 

the left lead down to the level ½ to the cafeteria 

and receiving areas and up to levels 1 ½ and 2.  

Floor 1 ½ is occupied by office services, the 

company presidents’ offices word processing, 

the mail room and several conference rooms. 



Fall 1975 
An Award Winner… 
The 1818 Oak Brook office building was awarded one of 

the distinguished building awards in the annual design 

competition sponsored by the Chicago Chapter of the 

American Institute of Architects.  Recognized for its 

simplistic formation and carefully detailed interior design, 

by using concrete for the structure, the per square footage 

construction costs were minimized.  The architecture 

drawings for the building will be on display in the 

Chicago Art Institute though October.  

 

Shown between representatives of the construction and 

architectural companies are Bill Lewis, Harold Seitz 

and Dick Cline. 
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Architectural Concepts 

The interior design utilizes the “open landscaping” format with no interior 

walls or doors and with work stations casually situated.  “Desks are arranged 

to provide a more effective communicative environment between people 

who work together”, explains Bruce.  “To reduce noise, nylon shag carpeting 

is installed in all office areas and the ceiling has been specially treated with a 

product which looks similar to dark lamb’s wool, which has excellent sound 

absorbing characteristic”.  In addition, live pants (varying from two to five 

feet tall) and acoustical screens are spaced throughout the office.  “White 

noise” is also constantly being emitted throughout the facility.  The white 

sound, resembling a radio tuned to a station which is off the air, provides a 

constant background that masks other distracting noise in the building. 

 

Interior Facets 

Different types of conference rooms are in the new office.  Five are large 

circles with 7-foot high, sound absorbing partitions.  Located on floors 1, 1 

½ and 2, all are equipped with a center table and chairs for eight. 

 

Three permanent conference rooms are on floor 1 ½.  The REC Room is set 

up primarily for real estate, store and site planning as an area where maps, 

charts and designs can be displayed without obstructing the acoustics or 

general office décor.  The Spirit of ’76 Room (in colorful red, white and 

blue) seats 65 proper in auditorium style and up to 30 in classroom fashion.  

A projection booth is provided for film and slide viewing.  Finally, the 

Chord Room, which seats 16 in a very informal atmosphere, is furnished 

with comfortable chairs and tables on wheels to allow for unstructured group 

discussions.  A project booth also services this room. 

 

Another feature is the Office Services Coordinator.  Located in a bright red 

partitioned and just inside the office entry from the lobby, the OSC is 

responsible for preventing and correcting any office problems, such as seeing 

that broken typewriters or burnt out lights are repaired or replaced. Check 

cashing, stamp purchases, and lost and found service are also provided in 

this area. 

 

“The primary consideration in the planning of the Oak Brook office was 

communications… to design a building in which people could work more 

effectively with other people”, concludes Bruce.  “Hopefully, the facilities 

incorporated in this office will furnish the proper environment to accomplish 

this purpose and to aid in our future growth and development”.  

 
 
 

 



  

 

 

Spouses, guests and friends are welcome 
to join in the fun and nostalgia 

 

Scottsdale, Arizona Luncheon 

Depending on number of RSVPs, either a fixed menu or an 
‘order from menu’ option will be available 

Fargo, North Dakota Luncheon 

Weekly Arizona ROMEO Club Brunch 
ROMEO (Retired Osco Merchandisers Eating Out)  

 

Chicagoland Autumn Dinner 

 

2014 Sav-on Dinner 

 

Hold the dates:  

 

 

 

We are holding our Second Sav-on Reunion on 
Saturday October 11th at the Elk's Lodge in Santa 
Ana, CA.  We want to invite back all who 
attended last year and ask you each to bring 
some of your former co-workers to enjoy each 
other's company! 
 

The evening runs from 4 PM until 9 PM. 
We are keeping the price down to only $30 

because we want YOU to come!!! 
 

This event is being organized by Dan Quinn 
 
Nothing fancy, just a nice dinner with appetizers 
first and a cash bar and... another chance to 
talk to the many friends we worked with over 
the years! 
 
Click HERE to pay online via credit card or go to 
http://www.payitsquare.com/collect-page/35545 
 
 

or you can mail a check to payable to: 
Sav-on Reunion 2014 and mail to: 
 

Dan Quinn 
20405 Via Don Quijote 

Yorba Linda, CA  92886 
 

We look forward to seeing  
you on October 11

th
 

 

Help Spread the Word!  
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DINNER 
Friday, September 26

th
 at 6:00pm 

Stonewood Ale House 

601 Mall Drive 

Schaumburg, IL  60173 

Website: http://www.stonewoodalehouse.com/       Phone: (847) 995-0811 

Conveniently located just down the street from Woodfield Mall and the "Streets of Woodfield" Shopping & 

Entertainment Complex. Stonewood Ale House has a warm casual atmosphere. They are an award winning 

restaurant (2014 Open Table Diners Choice) offering a wide selection of 60 cold draft and bottled beers, extensive 

wine list, martinis and many specialty drinks to complement their excellent menu featuring wood grilled selections. 

We will have a beautiful private room which can accommodate up to 80....so bring your spouse AND bring another 

former coworker for a rousing good time. 

This event is being organized by Dean Kelsey 

Appetizers will be served at 6:00 PM followed by a plated sit-down dinner at 7:00 PM.  Plenty of time will be 

allotted for meeting and greeting all your friends and associates prior to and following dinner.  There is much to do 

nearby so plan ahead and come early or stay late.  This Woodfield Area restaurant is easily reached via routes 290 / 

355 / 90. Don't let this occasion slip by. Mark your calendars and tell a co-worker. Let's make this the biggest thing 

since our 75th Anniversary at Pheasant Run. 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinner Choices: 
Your entrée choices will be made from menu presented 

to each guest: 

 Grilled Salmon w/ Orange Ginger Sesame Sauce 

 Grilled Chicken Bruschetta 

 Wood Grilled BBQ Pork Chops 

 BQ Ribs - Half Slab 

 Wood Grilled Skirt Steak 

Each entrée is served with Yukon Gold Mashed Potatoes 
and Sautéed Vegetables, dinner rolls and multiple salad 

choices. Banana Cream Pie dessert, coffee, tea, soft drinks. 
Cash Bar. 

 

Evening Program 
 6:00pm - Appetizers, Meet & Greet 

 7:00pm - Dinner (sit-down) 

 8:30pm - Program  
o Free Dinner Drawing,  
o Split the Pot (50/50) raffle  
o Club Updates 

 9:30pm - 10:30pm Socialize 

 

This fantastic dinner is only 

$40 per person 
This price includes coffee, tea, soft drinks, tax and tip. 

RSVP at the club’s website and pay via PayPal OR respond by mail to: 
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club, P.O. Box 1024, Lombard, IL 60148 

 

NAME: _______________and SPOUSE/GUEST(s): _____________,  _____________ will attend the 2014 
Autumn Dinner.  Enclosed is my check for $40 per person made payable to Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club. 
 

Pay on-line (at www.oscosavonalumni.com) or pay by check via USPS.    All guests registered and paid by 

September 5, 2014 will be entered in the “Early Bird” drawing for a free dinner - two winners will be drawn! 

 

http://www.stonewoodalehouse.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/user-profile/userprofile/deankelsey
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/


 

 

Peter Coutsoumbos 

 
I am a former Osco, Sav-on drugs and CVS/Pharmacy 
Regional Loss Prevention Manager.   Most recently I 
worked for Lowe’s as a Regional Manager of Field 
Investigations.   19 years ago I woke up one morning and 
could only see out of my left eye. At first I assumed that I 
had something in my eye or perhaps I had scratched it 
during the night. Whatever it was, it did not go away and 
prompted me to go to the emergency department. After a 
short examination, the doctor became very concerned and 

suggested it could be a brain tumor.  

 
I made an appointment and went to see my regular doctor. I 
explained to him some of the symptoms I was experiencing 
such as; memory lapses, trouble walking and the loss of my 
sight in my right eye. He immediately ordered a Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (MRI) of my brain. The results of the 
scan caused my doctor to refer me to a specialist in Boston. 
He specialized in auto-immune diseases. This doctor 
informed me he could not be certain of a diagnosis without 
another relapse but hinted that I might have Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS).  

 
When I heard the suggested condition, I became fearful 
and nervous. 
I had already 
had personal 
experience 
with MS 
through a 
close family 
member. I 
witnessed my 
cousin’s 
struggle and 
deterioration 
with this 
disease. I 
feared living 
my life in a 
wheelchair 
and the 
stigma surrounding disability. A few months passed and I 
began having serious trouble walking. I had another MRI 
during this period. During the Christmas season as I was 
preparing for a company Christmas party I received the 
confirmation that I indeed was diagnosed with MS.  That 
was December of 1995. The MRI showed several white 
spots on my brain. This was the beginning of my journey 
living with MS.  

 
Prior to my diagnosis of Multiple Sclerosis I was hired by 
Osco drug on October 29, 1990 by Terry Sullivan and John 
Hopbell. They hired me as a Loss Prevention Customer 
Service Supervisor (LPCSS). 
 

 
 
 
 
I started at the Osco #996 Holbrook and Osco #908 
Hingham stores and then I went to Osco #905 Quincy with 
Ron Cardarelli.  From there I went to Osco #977 South 
Boston with Greg Costa and then I worked with Gene 
Lacey at Osco #951 Dorchester and later I was promoted to 
Senior Loss Prevention Manager for Osco’s New England 
stores (Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire and 
Vermont).  

 
As my career progressed, I became a Corporate Auditor 
under Steve Scanlan and performed Safety and 
Compliance audits for the company’s stores in the 
northeast and traveled often - up to 36 weeks a year. This 
position led me to transfer to California where I worked for 
Peter Bartholomew as a District Loss Prevention Manager 
(DLPM).  

 
I worked with several great district managers, among them,  
Bob Godlasky, Ken Weber, and J.R. Pagano, just to name 
a few.  I was very blessed indeed to develop wonderful 
friendships with many Store Managers and the Loss 
Prevention team.  

 
In California, I found my best friend Tammi and her 
daughter Mandalyn.  Tammi and I got married and together 
we had a beautiful daughter we named Zoe. Today, my 
condition has taken me back to the Boston area, where my 
story began. 

 
My condition may have slowed me down, but it has not held 
me down. Every day is a challenge with the frequent self-
administrated shots of medication and pain but every day 
brings another opportunity to see my daughters grow and 
develop into two beautiful young ladies.  This condition has 
affected my memory, speech and motor skills, but not my 
ability to love my family and friends.  My number one goal is 
to walk my two beautiful daughters down the aisle when 
they each get married.  
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Editor’s Note: 
 

Board member Dan Quinn informed us of a 
fundraiser underway for Peter which is in effect 
from now through September 1, 2014.   

Click HERE to visit the website for details or  

go to  http://www.giveforward.com/ 

and search for ‘Coutsoumbos’  
 

https://www.giveforward.com/fundraiser/6w34/peter-s-fight-against-ms?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=fb_share_stream.share&utm_campaign=Dashboard
http://www.giveforward.com/


 
 
 

Chris Dimos 

 
I have been blessed to have had the opportunity to work 
alongside some great individuals and receive mentorship 
from some of the Food and Drug industry icons.  My career 
with Osco Drug started in Indianapolis at store #775 at the 
corner of Washington Street and Sherman Drive.  As a staff 
pharmacist, there was much to learn.  While in Indianapolis 
I was exposed to several facets of the company; training, 
recruiting, field operations and several “Special Projects / 
Opportunities”.  The acquisition of several Reliable Drug 
Stores broadened my experiences and provided a view into 
the other facets of the company.   
 
The next step on my journey was to Chicago to develop my 
soft skills. I had the opportunity to serve the company in 
both an East Regional 
Trainer role (Boston to 
Las Vegas….not sure 
who was defining the 
“East” at that time but I 
ran with it!) as well as 
the Manager of 
Education.  After my 
soft skills were 
enhanced it was back 
into an operations role.  
I had the pleasure of 
being a Regional 
Pharmacy Manager 
(RPM) for Districts 1, 2, 
and 7 in Chicagoland 
then asked to move 
back into the Eastern 
Region of the Drug 
Division as the RPM for 
Indiana, Kentucky, and Arkansas (once again I was 
perplexed on how the territories were defined).   
 
The next opportunity took me into the systems and process 
redesign area of our business.  What a fantastic time to be 
in a support role.  I was part of an incredible team that 
developed new functionality, converted the Albertsons 
pharmacy systems and developed a proprietary state of the 
art dispensing system.  As my journey continued, my next 
opportunity was to broaden my responsibilities beyond the 
systems and process redesign areas into the managed 
care and procurement areas of our business as well.  This 
phase took us to sunny Scottsdale AZ.   In 2006, the 
transaction between Albertsons, Supervalu, and CVS 
provided me with an opportunity to have one of the most 
interesting roles.  My charge was to ensure that everyone in 
the transaction received what they were entitled 
to…nothing more; nothing less.  Once that role completed, I 
was honored to ask to lead the new enterprise Supervalu 
Pharmacy team.  In 2012, I was asked to add the 
responsibility of non-food merchandising to my pharmacy 
leadership responsibilities.   

 
 
 
This last role on the Supervalu team was very rewarding as 
it allowed me to be part of a great team and returned me 
back to the Drug Store categories that ignited my passions 
to join the Osco Drug team in the first place. 
 
As the transaction between Supervalu and Cerberus drew 
closer, I could feel that it was time for another stop on my 
journey.  One of my personal goals is to continually expand 
my “sphere of influence”…. each stop on my journey 
allowed me to interact with a broader set of individuals and 
I aspired to add value to each interaction.   When I was 
approached by the McKesson team and asked to join them 
in a newly created position on the corporate McKesson 
team assessing new opportunities in the global 
pharmaceutical supply chain, adjacent Healthcare markets 
& opportunities, pharmaceutical manufacturer opportunities 
& relationships and generally informing company strategy 
vis-a-vis healthcare reform and market evolution, I knew 
that this role would fulfill both my personal and professional 
goals.  I consider myself extremely fortunate to have been 
able to be part of a great team and forever indebted to 
those of you who have taken the time to be part of my 
development. 
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Alumni Club:  
 

After reading the March Connections newsletter, I 

wanted to send a note of appreciation for the 

special article highlighting my tenure on the board 

and all the flowery nice things said about my  

service.  I've always felt that most Osco folks are 

"cut from a different cloth" and you guys certainly 

personify that. I think it is in our DNA.  Anyway, I 

thank you for your graciousness and wish you the 

very best going forward.   

 

 All the best, 

 Rog Carpenter 

 

 

Do you have a question, comment,   
complaint, idea or other inquiry? 

Send it to us! 
Email your message to: 

oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
 

We’ll research and respond to your inquiry 

 

mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com


 

 

Revlon Run Walk 2014 

By Dan Quinn 

 
The 2014 Revlon Run walk took 
place on Saturday, May 10.  At 
this year's event, I was very 
proud to wear the images of 4 
of my wonderful friends:  Neal 
Parker, Kathy Baier, Paulette 
Dewire and Bea Melchor. 
 
This was my 20th year in a row 
bringing a team to the Revlon 
Run Walk.  Because of this 
event, how many Mothers, 
Sisters and Daughters have 
been able to celebrate additional Mother's Days?   
 
My first exposure to what the world of Women's cancers was 
like began as I met and was touched by husbands who had 
lost their Wives and the Mothers of their children. As I listened 

to their stories about the 
courage their partners 
had shown in this 
desperate battle to stay 
here long enough to 
raise their children, I for 
the very first time began 
to think about what a 
Mother really is... It was 
then that I began to 
understand what it must 

be like to hear a diagnosis that you are in a battle for your very 
life and that the treatment course in front of you is not just 
going to be difficult and painful, but it is going to rob you of 
your hair as well. That everyone around you is going to see 
there is something wrong with you and there is nothing you 
can do about it. But all of that pales into insignificance as you 
begin to wonder if you 
will be able to be there 
for your family, as you 
begin to worry not about 
yourself, but about 
those you love. 
It was my Mother-in-
Law who finally helped 
me to "get it" those 
Mothers never stop 
worrying about their 
children, never. It is the ultimate irony that while they are 
fighting for their lives, Mothers are more worried about the 
impact of them not being there to watch over the ones they 
love.   Over the years, as I brought the team each year, I 
began to lose friends, good friends, after watching them go 
through their terrible battles. I lost Armida, and Bea and 
Paulette and my co-worker Stacy.  This year I lost a wonderful 
friend, Kathy Baier, an amazing brave friend who touched so 
many.     

 
 
But what I've also seen is the change from the first years 
when almost everyone was wearing a shirt that said "I'm 
walking in memory of..." to more recent years where the 
vast majority of people are wearing shirts saying "I'm 
walking in support of..." and the person pictured on the shirt 
is walking too! 
 
Thanks to the efforts of so many over the years, now there 
are more and more stories like Jeannette's, my former co-
worker who four years ago was given the terrible diagnosis 
and who went through the treatments, and who never 
doubted that she had lots of friends in her corner, pulling 
for her, praying for her. She had the courage, she fought 
the fight, the doctors did their part, the treatments that have 
been developed over past 20 years did their part, and 
today she is healthy and back to the business of living. 
Through my Team's generous efforts, they will help the 
following organizations.  This is where the money goes, 
here is a list of the beneficiaries: 
Cancer Support Community 
Cedars-Sinai Gilda Radner Hereditary Cancer Program / 
Women’s Cancer Program 
Providence Saint Joseph Foundation 
Revlon/UCLA Women's Cancer Research Program 
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center and Hospital 
Women of Color Breast Cancer Survivors' Support Project   
 

100% of the funds donated go to support the services and 
research facilities listed above.  All event costs are covered 
by the registration fees. 

I will keep walking and bringing a team until these cancers 
are cured, I invite everyone to get involved with this great 
event. Every year I am thankful that my wife Annie has 
been spared this agony, everyone knows that she is the 
love of my life. I would be lost without her... 

It's been an amazing 20 years, and I honestly can't think of 
a better way to say "I Love You" to your Mother, Wife, 
Daughter or Sister on Mother's Day weekend.  I promise 
you. 
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2014 Top 10 Drug Retailers 

                                                              (continued  from front page ) 

Rounding out the top 10 chains by stores were Shoppers Drug 
Mart (1,309), Medicine Shoppe (570 stores, U.S. only), 
Pharmasave 
(500 stores), 
Rexall 
Pharma Plus 
(454 stores) 
and Jean 
Coutu Group 
(407 stores). 
Compared 
with their 
store counts 
in last year's 
State of the 
Industry 
report, Rexall had a net gain of 24 stores, Pharmasave saw an 
increase of 15 stores and Jean Coutu was up by two stores. 
Medicine Shoppe's store total decreased by 25.  Outside the 
top 10 chains, Kinney Drugs is slated to reach the 100-store 

mark this 
summer, and 
Thrifty White 

Pharmacy 
has grown to 
90 locations.   
Some of the 

other 
regional 

chains 
adding stores 
over the past 
year included 

London 
Drugs, 
Bartell 
Drugs, 

Medical Pharmacies Group, Lewis Drugs, Aurora Pharmacy, 
Fairview Pharmacy, HomeTown Pharmacy, Ritzman 

Pharmacies and Lifechek Drug.  Though supermarkets and 
mass merchants 
have upped the 
ante in 
pharmacy 
services, chain 
drug stores still 
hold a 
competitive edge 
in terms of 
health care.  
Though 
supermarkets 
and mass 
merchants have 
upped the ante 
in pharmacy 
services, chain 
drug stores still hold a competitive edge in terms of 
health care. 

 

Jean Schneider 
Retired from 3030 Franklin Park, IL office in 2001 
 

Long time alumni club member Jean Christine Marie 
Schneider, 71, passed away on March 15, 2014. 

Jean was born to the late Christian and Hazel (nee Horn) 
Schneider and is survived by her sister Dorothy (Ed) Miller.  

She was the aunt of Violet 
Horn and cousin to many.  
Retired from Osco Drug with 
35 years of service. Jean was 
president of the 
Broadview/Hillside American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 626 for 
at least 15 years. She lived 
most of her life in the 
Broadview/Bellwood area until 
moving to Lombard. She was 
baptized January 31, 1943 at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Melrose Park. She sang in the 
choir for many years. She was 
a graduate of Proviso West 
High School in Hillside, June 
1961 (the 1st graduating class 

in the new high school).   Jean retired in 2001 after working 35 
years at Osco.  Since retirement, she was a regular attendee 
at our alumni events.  Jean was truly a dear, sweet person 
and will be missed by all members. 

 

Please visit the club’s website  
In Memoriam section and consider posting 
a Comment offering Condolences, Words of  

Comfort and Past Recollections 
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Please access the website in the 

People >> In Memoriam 
section to see additional notices 
of the passing of Osco and     
Sav-on employees. 

On Behalf of the Alumni Club,  
We Extend Our Deepest Sympathies to the 

Families Having Lost Loved Ones 

In Memoriam                                    
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Fred Meldahl 
Retired pharmacy manager of Osco #502 Minot, ND; 
2000 Excellence Award recipient 
 

Frederick Phillip “Fred” Meldahl, 68, passed away on 
Friday, April 4, 2014 in a Minot, ND hospital. 
 
Fred was born on October 1, 1945, to Carl and Caroline 
Meldahl of Sharon, ND.  He grew up in Beaver Creek 
Township on the family farm, attended Beaver Creek 
Country School through the 8th grade, graduated from 
Hatton High School in 1963, and from the North Dakota 
State University School of Pharmacy in 1968.  He did a one 
year pharmacy internship in Bismarck prior to beginning a 40 
year career with Osco Drug in Minot in 1969. Fred retired in 
2009, shortly after Osco Drug became CVS Pharmacy.  Fred 
had joined Osco as a pharmacist in 1969. 

 
Fred had many interests in 
his life.  Spending time with 
his brothers and sisters, 
nieces, nephews, and 
“adopted” son and 
grandchildren were high on 
his list.  He loved telling 
stories about the funny things 
kids would say or do - they 
were very important to Fred. 
Fishing and going to the 
Class B basketball 
tournaments also gave Fred 
much enjoyment.  He 
enjoyed the Minot Hostfest 
each year and invited family 
to come and share the 

excitement with him and Cassie.  He also loved to drive 
around and talk about the Minot area.  He could drive 
around the smallest town or the countryside for hours 
discussing the events that had happened there.  After giving 
up fishing he would tell everyone he would rather follow 
Cassie around to all the greenhouses and bring home 
flowers and plants for the garden.  One of Fred’s retirement 
achievements was traveling through all the small towns in 
North Dakota with a longtime friend.  He enjoyed riding and 
mowing with his zero turn lawnmower. Fred would enjoy lazy 
afternoons watching TV with Misty the cat on his lap. His 
latest retirement enjoyment was driving Cassie’s mother to 
appointments and lunch afterward at Charlie’s Cafe. 
 
Fred is survived by his best friend and life partner, Cassie 
Oster; her son, Rob, and her grandchildren, Ayla, Cole and 
Calen. He is also survived by his siblings: Charles Meldahl, 
Marilyn Pederson, Carol (Marvin) Bohn, Bradley (Mary) 
Meldahl, and Judy Meldahl his sister-in-law and many 
nieces, nephews and cousins.  Memorials are preferred to 
the Christ Lutheran Church Rebuilding Fund or to Beaver 
Creek Lutheran Church - rural Sharon, ND. 

 

 

Mitch Oddo 
Liquor buyer & Exec.  Worked for Osco, American 
Stores, Albertsons and Supervalu. 1980 President’s 
Award recipient 

 
With much sadness we inform you of the passing of 
Mitchell W. Oddo, 65, who died of a sudden heart attack at 
his home in Victoria, MN .on Tuesday April 15, 2014, 
Memorial Mass and Christian Burial took place on April 28, 
2014 at St. Victoria 
Catholic Church.  A 
gathering and luncheon of 
family and friends followed 
the service at the Oddo 
residence.  
 
Mitch was born on June 
22, 1948 in Chicago, IL 
and was the son of 
Samuel and Dorothy 
(Schiffra) Oddo. On 
February 24, 1996, 
Mitchell was united in 
marriage to Karel A. 
Craine in Illinois. 
 
Never have there been a 
more loving husband, 
father and grandfather than Mitch Oddo.  His life was his 
family, his wife, his children and grandchildren.  He adored 
them.  He loved his home, he loved his gardening, and he 
loved hunting with his son, Samuel and his faithful golden 
retriever, Charlie.  He loved hosting friends and family, 
sharing food, games and laughter.  Mitch was a good man, 
a strong leader, and a man who always taught his children 
to "be the best you can be", "be committed" and "hang 
tough".  He was truly one of a kind and will be deeply 
missed by all who were fortunate enough to have known 
him.  After retiring from Supervalu, Inc. in 2010, Mitch joined 
LeVecke Corporation. 
 
Mitch is preceded in death by his parents Samuel and 
Dorothy Oddo and is survived by his loving family; wife Karel 
Oddo of Victoria; children Gina (Mike) Peabody of Illinois, 
Brian Craine of Victoria, Stacey Kopiczko of Illinois, Tammy 
(Eric) Koz of Illinois, Michelle (Nelson) Juarez of Texas, Eric 
Oddo of Illinois, Samuel Oddo of Victoria; grandchildren 
Ashley Harden, Zoe Koz, Faith Koz, Kate Kopiczko; sister 
Sharon (Harold) Hartman of Arizona; brothers-in-law Robert 
(Mary Jo) Miller of Michigan, William (Trisha) Miller of 
Florida; nephews Jared (Ashley) Hartman, Drew (Danielle) 
Hartman; other nieces, nephews and other relatives and 
friends. 
 
Donations can be made a college fund memorial which has 
been established for their son Samuel Oddo.  Donations can 
be made at any branch of Wells Fargo Bank, 
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Charles W. "Bill" Mayfield 
Retired Central Region District Manager 

Bill Mayfield, 90, of Springfield, died on 
Sunday, May 11, 2014 at Lewis Memorial 
Christian Village in Illinois. 

Bill was born on Aug. 11, 1923 in Danville, IL, the son of the 
late Charles Wilbur and 
Marie (Young) Mayfield. 
He married Alice Bennett 
in 1948 in Danville, IL and 
she preceded him in death 
in 1994.  

Bill served in the U.S. 
Army during the World 
War II era, attaining the 
rank of 1st Lieutenant in 
the 63rd Infantry Division. 
He retired from Osco Drug 
as a District Manager in 
1982. 

He is survived by 4 
children, Vicki (husband Robert Bianchi) Mayfield of 
Chicago, IL, Terry (wife Susan) Mayfield of Lincolnshire, IL, 
Connie (husband Bruce Meyer) Mayfield of Chisago City, 
MN, and Mark (partner Jay Phelps) Mayfield of Nashville, 
TN; a grandson David (wife Lisa) Mayfield of Seattle, WA, a 
sister Marilyn Greear of Missouri, and many nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews. 

Besides his parents and his wife, Bill was preceded in death 
by a sister Margaret Rohrer 

 

.  

 

 

Richard Scherschligt 
Retired Central Region Market Manager,  
1996 Excellence Award recipient 

Richard A. Scherschligt, 73, of 
Champaign, IL passed away on Saturday, 
June 28, 2014, at home.  

Dick was born October 12, 1940 in Sioux Falls, SD, the son 
of Romane and Angeline Scherschligt. On September 4, 
1965, he married the love of his life, Sherly DeBlauw, in 
Sioux Falls, SD. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Sheryl, and their 
two children, Barbra (AL) 
Villalba of Doylestown, 
PA and Robert 
Scherschligt of 
Springfield, IL; five 
grandchildren, Dominic, 
Madeline, Lucas, John 
Paul and Marcus 
Villalba; two siblings, 
Karen Fox (Marshall, MI) 
and Bradley Scherschligt 
(Linda) (Sioux Falls, 
SD); and several nieces 
and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents and brother-in-law, Paul Fox.  Richard 
served his country from 1962-64 as a pharmacy specialist in 
the U.S. Army. He was a graduate of South Dakota State 
University School of Pharmacy. Upon graduation, he worked 
for Osco Drug for more than 30 years, making a career first 
as a pharmacist and then in management before retiring in 
1998 as a market manager. 

A loving husband, father, and grandfather, Richard loved 
and enjoyed spending time with his family. He was a 
dedicated Illini, St. Louis Cardinals, and Green Bay Packers 
fan. He enjoyed fishing, tennis and golf. He was a long-time 
member of the Urbana Country Club and spent many hours 
on the golf course in his retirement. 

Funeral services will be Tuesday, July 1, 2014, at 10:00 
a.m., St. Matthew's Catholic Church, Champaign, IL. Burial 
will follow at St. Mary's Cemetery. Visitation will be from 5-7 
p.m. on Monday, June 30, 2014, Morgan Memorial Home 
1304 Regency Drive West, Savoy, IL. 

Memorials may be directed to Mercy Home for Boys and 
Girls, Daily Bread Soup Kitchen or The Muscular Dystrophy 
Association 

 

       Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
                            P.O. Box 1024        

  Lombard, IL 60148-8024 
 

The club’s newsletter is published quarterly 
 

Editor:  
         Barbara Salerno 

Assistants: 
          Diane Heatter 
          Gerry Pearsall 
          Larry Wahlstrom 
 

 

Next issue will be published:  September 2014 
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Are You Reading the 
Electronic Version of 

Connections Yet? 

We format our newsletters so they 
can be read easier on iPads, tablets 
and other mobile devices. If you are 
reading the electronic version of this 
issue of Connections, be sure to click 
or tap on blue/underscored links, 
photos and graphics within this issue 
to access additional information 
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Highlights of New 
England Reunion 

see pages 7-13 

150 more photos 

at club’s website 

 
1. Elias Kokovidis, Angelo & Maryann Battaini 
2. Jerry & Betty LaPointe 
3. Tim & Kathy (McKeon) Colgan  
4. Marcy & Dennis Groteboer  
5. Linda & Steve Hatem 
6. Jim VanRyen, John Burke, Brent Keil, Lee Hoekstra  
7. Mark Sullivan, Jamie (Mezzack) Sullivan, Don D'Urso  
8. Mary Ann Boujoulian, Jacques Fouquet  
9. Mark Coleman, Beth & Jeff Schares 
10. Deb Congdon, Bob McDowell, John Finnegan,  

Nancy Mulcahy, Mike Murtha, Arlene Stoker 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 

10 
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