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 A N N I V E R S A R Y  R E U N I O N  

Osco 75th Anniversary 

Reunion Plans Underway 

A big THANK YOU to all members who responded 
to the survey about 
interest and a date for 
an event to 
commemorate Osco‟s 
75th anniversary.  
August 22 and 23 are 
dates now cast in stone 
and the club has 
booked facilities at the 
Pheasant Run Resort 

We‟ve received responses from many members 
and friends across the country -- this event is 
shaping up to become an exciting reunion of work 
colleagues from the past.   The event committee 
(chairman Dean Kelsey and members Chuck 
Gundlach, Val Gorzka and Darlene Mann) have 
been working very hard planning, negotiating and 
reaching out to members.  The August event will 
be fun, nostalgic and memorable for all who can 
attend.  Although some of the details for this event 
are still in progress, we are delighted to share 
information with you for many of the plans which 
are firm.                              (Continued on page 10) 
 

Supervalu Cuts 800 Office 

Positions  

Supervalu plans to cut 800 positions nationwide, 
with the majority of cuts prior to February 25, the 
date its fiscal year ends.  The company has 
approximately 135,000 employees in total. It said 
that the majority of the reductions will be complete 
by the end of 
February.  The cuts 
include both currently 
filled and open jobs 
across most 
departments within its 
organization, although 
store-level employees 
are generally not affected.  After 16 straight 
quarters of declining same-store sales, this 
announcement continues Supervalu‟s strategic 
plan to remove 
 

  

permanent expenses from its business as well as 
reduce overall operating costs, efforts which the 
company said are necessary toward delivering more 
competitive pricing to its customers.    The 
announcement affects all company offices and crosses 
most departments within the 
organization. In general, store-
level employees will not be 
affected; associates whose 
positions are eliminated will be 
eligible for severance and 
outplacement services. “These 
reductions are necessary to 
help further strengthen and 
accelerate Supervalu‟s 
business turnaround in a very 
competitive marketplace,” said 
Craig Herkert, current Supervalu CEO and president.  
“While the announcement of a workforce reduction is 
difficult news to share, due to its direct impact on our 
associates, these changes will allow us to better 
connect with customers and put more authority in the 
hands of people who interact more closely with our 
customers.” About a year ago, Supervalu introduced its 
strategic vision that focuses heavily on improving its 
retail business through planned price reductions and an 
emphasis on hyper-local retailing at its more than 1,100 
traditional retail stores across the country. 
                                                (Continued on page 15) 
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New Members/Updates/2012 Ballot Page

Welcome New 
Members 

Ron Cardarelli 
833 Liberty Drive 
Westfield, IN  46074-8894 
Phone:  (317) 669-7696 
Email:  rcard217@yahoo.com 
 

Sarah Sally Green (Ron) 
1814  Beech Drive 
Great Falls, MT 59404-3509 
Phone: (406) 761-4563   
Email: 

greensally1998@yahoo.com 

 
Jack Marengo 
1339 Jackson St 
945 Burlington Ave Unit 305 
Downers Grove, IL 60515-4878 
Phone: (630) 963-4628 
Email: jackmarengo@gmail.com 

 
Terry O’Malley 
22624 N. Clubhouse Way 
Scottsdale, AZ 85255-4217 

Phone: (480) 473-7534 
Email: omalleyinc@aol.com 

 

Steve Page (Marcia) 
1339 Jackson St 
6011 East Windstone Trail 
Cave Creek, AZ  85331-6057 
Phone: (480) 419-9228 
Email: pagesmj@q.com 
 

Rick Sheridan 
P.O. Box 341 
Norton, MA  02766 

Phone: (508) 285-7900 
Email: bflors@yahoo.com 

 
Nancy Voeller 
2340 W. Spring brook Ct 
Grand Forks, ND 58201-5251 
Phone: (701) 746-9885 
Email:  nvoeller@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Yeager 
1339 Jackson St 
Missoula, MT 59802-3834 
Phone: (406) 728-5640      
Email: lisac.yeager@gmail.com 
 

Your 2012 Completed 

Ballot, Dues Check 

and/or Alumni Event 

Reservation can be 

Mailed in one Envelope 

Directory Changes 
 
Bob Braden (Sharron) 
2033 Butterfly Lane, Apt CC526 
Naperville. IL  60563 
Phone: (630) 637-9559 

 
Ed Buron 
200 Village Dr, Apt. 306 
Downers Grove, IL  60516 
Phone: (630) 769-6304 
Email: edw1963@fairviewres.org 

 
Neal Elsten 
Email: nelsten1@cox.net 

 
Maury Freidson 
Email: akabeachpa@gmail.com 

 

Valerie Gorzka 
3025 Kentshire Circle 
Naperville, IL  60564-8430 
Email: Limeygal35@aol.com 
 

Ron Grove 
PO Box 3304  

Carefree, AZ 85377-3304 
Phone: (480) 595-9024 
Cell: (602) 549-3432 

 

Lee Hoekstra (Margaret) 
PO Box 27242 
Scottsdale, AZ  85255 

 
Bernie Kott 
Email: kbkott@yahoo.com 

 

Wayne McGuire (Sharon) 
1620 Lonsdale Ave, A#101 

Naperville, IL 60540-8340 

 

George Stearns 
9883 E. Cortez Street 
Scottsdale, AZ 85140 
Phone: (480) 634-6327 

 

Cora Ware (Larry) 
Email: 
larryandcoraA@yahoo.com 

 

 

2012 Membership 

Dues are Due: March 1 

 

Refer a friend for 

Membership! 

Ballot for 2012 Board            
of Directors Election 

 
There are no new candidates who have 
volunteered to run for board positions this year. 
Although several members were nominated by 
others, these nominees indicated they were not 
able to serve, if elected, during the upcoming 
year.   All current officers and directors of the 
2011 board have agreed to run for re-election.  
 
Please complete the ballot below and return to 
the club (address on 
back page) by April 1, 
2012.  As an 
alternative, members 
having a valid email 
address on record will 
be emailed a link to an 
electronic ballot version 
of the ballot during the 
first week of March.  
 
We are always looking for individuals that are 
willing to serve on the Board of Directors.  Please 
give serious consideration to serving as a board 
member or taking on a leadership role in the 
organization.  You can vote for the individual 
running for each position OR you can write-in 
your name if you are willing to serve OR the 
name of a member that you support for that 
position.   

 

          2012 Ballot 
 

     Position               Vote             Candidate          
President    Roger Carpenter 

    
Vice President    Gary Hunstiger 

    
Secretary    Barbara Salerno 

    
Treasurer    John Fields 

    
Director   Stan Carlson 
Director   Jerry Gonyo  

Director   Diane Heatter 

Director   Dean Kelsey 

Director   Gerry Pearsall 

Director   Len Thielen 

    
                                
Write-in #1: 
(indicate name and 
position) 

   

                                    
Write-in #2: 
(indicate name and 
position) 

   

                                    
Write-in #3: 
(indicate name and 
position) 
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Revlon Run/Walk For Women 

in Los Angeles – May 12 

This will be the 18th year in a row that Sav-on alumni 
have been involved in the Revlon Run Walk in 
southern California.    Over 
the years, Dan Quinn has 
been the captain of this 
annual event, comprised of 
great teams from Sav-on 
Drugs, Albertsons, and later 
CVS/pharmacy.  This year, 
Dan once again returns as 
„Team 3 Returns‟ leader!   
 
In the past, the Sav-on teams  were among the 
largest in the event and helped to raise hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for this most critical fight of our 
times:  To save the lives of our mothers, sisters, 
daughters and friends.   On Saturday, May 12 „Team 
3 Returns‟ will be participating in this event.   If you 
can't participate in the walk, you can join in the fight 
by making a pledge or donation on behalf of one of 
our team members. Your pledge will help fund 
important research into the cause and cure of 
women's cancers, prevention, education and support 
service programs for those women battling cancer 
and their families. 
  
Last year 440 alumni and friends helped to raise 
over $35,000 - the first year as an independent team.   

This year our 
goal is 
$50,000 and 
we can do 
it...with your 
help!  If you 
can't join the 
team, please 

consider 
sponsorship of 
Dan or any 

teammates.  The Run/Walk website is: 
http://do.eifoundation.org.  
 
Please join in the event for this great fight and you 
will experience a day that you will always 
remember...you will see and hear from people whose 
lives have been saved because of the wonderful 
advances in the fight that have been developed at 
the UCLA Cancer Research Center over the past 19 
years.  For those walking in the event, there will be a 
BBQ.   Join the team NOW and use the promo code 
FUNDRAISE before 2/29 and you will save $5.00 on 
your registration fee.   If you have any questions, 
please contact Dan via email at 
(daannn@sbcglobal.net) or by phone (714) 213-
4206.  Hope to see you on Saturday, May 12, 2012 - 
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum at Exposition Park. 

One Location, Four Different 

Drug Stores - in 10 Years  

In April 1982, Osco #986 opened in Allston, MA.  Prior 
to the store opening, the location was home to a 
Chrysler/Plymouth dealership. During transformation of 
the facility to a drug store, hydraulic lifts in the 
dealership‟s service department were not removed - 
just cemented over.  The building also had an auto 
ramp built into the foundation which also was never 
removed.  This resulted in a little "hill" in the cosmetics 
department.      
  
At the time of the grand  opening (below) Dave Maher 
was regional 
VP, Gene 
Lacey was 
store manager, 
Bob Cook was  
district mgr. and 
Jim Holt was 
1

st
 asst. mgr.  

Store 
employees 
included those 
from the 
recently closed Osco #952, Winter St. Boston store and 
from Turn*Style #902 Brighton, MA which had closed 
four years earlier.  Allston is a neighborhood of Boston, 
located in the western part of the city and had the 
typical loss prevention challenges as many inner city 
stores had at the time, and still have today.   It was the 
first store in the region to have a grocery section with 
milk, eggs and a small aisle of food. The store‟s 
clientele was a combination of the many different ethnic 
groups that made up the "melting pot" of Allston.  
Others who worked at the store sometime during their 
Osco careers include John Roehm, Anthony Accardi, 
Pat Landroche, Terry Barton, Alina Gagnon, Liz 
Abrantes, Enio Casale, Jack Hounsell, Rob Iapicca 
and Stuart Noyes. 
In 2002 the store became a Brooks Pharmacy after the 
sale of the New England stores. In 2006, once again, 
ownership and the store name changed to Rite Aid 
when the Jean Coutu Group divested their Brooks 
Pharmacy chain. 
This summer, CVS/pharmacy will take over the space 
from Rite-Aid and open a new 13,000 square-foot 

convenience store 
with a drive-thru 
pharmacy this 

fall.  The spokesman 
confirmed that rival 
pharmacy chain Rite-
Aid plans to vacate 
the retail spot this 
spring after the Rite-

Aid was unable to come to terms with the property‟s 
landlord to extend its lease at the location. 

http://do.eifoundation.org/site/TR/RevlonRunWalk/LARRW?team_id=3217&pg=team&fr_id=1080
mailto:daannn@sbcglobal.net
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AZ ROMEO Club Brunches 

 

Arizona Golf Event 

 

Arizona Annual Brunch 

 

Chicagoland Spring Luncheon 

 
Osco 75th                

Anniversary Reunion 

 
2012 Chicagoland Fall Dinner 

There will not be a Chicago Fall 
dinner this year in lieu of the 75th Osco Anniversary 
Reunion taking place in August.  
  

 

Saturday, March 17, 2012: 11:30am 
 

PLAY GOLF AT ARNOLD PALMER'S COURSE! 
 

Where:      Starfire Golf Club 
                  11500 North Hayden Road 

                  Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

                  Phone: (480) 948-6000 

Website:   www.starfiregolf.com 

 
Starfire Golf Club at Scottsdale Country Club offers 
27 holes with beautiful views of the McDowell 
mountains.  The "King" Nine was designed by Arnold 
Palmer in 1988.  He also redesigned the "Squire" and 
"Hawk" Nines making them more challenging.  
 
Social gathering/barbeque lunch will be served at 
11:30am at the Club House Restaurant. Golf Shotgun 
Starts at 12:45 pm. 
 

Cost:   $93.00 per player 
Price includes the golf round, cart, tees, lunch, 
putting and chipping practice area & all taxes and 
gratuities. Please make payment  directly to Starfire 
Golf Club at the day of the event 

Time will be allocated for practice before tee off.  
Format of play is yet to be determined.  RSVP‟s are 
needed in order to play.  There are 40 spots blocked 
at this time and we will need to confirm the number of 
golfers by March 8, 2012, so please respond by that 
date at the latest.   

Reservations Deadline: Thursday, 
March 8, 2012 

Please RSVP to Ken Walker or Jeff Brune 
(ken.walker@sersha.com) (jeffbrune@live.com).   
Please let Ken or Jeff know if you have any requests 
for pairing assignments.  Feel free to bring a guest of 
your choice.  The Alumni rate applies to your 
guest(s). 

See Page 

5 

See Page 

6 

See Page 

10 

See Page 

15 

Details 

Alumni events are open to all!  Employees 
(active, former and retired), spouses, 

friends and other guests are welcome.  You 
need not be an Alumni Club member to 

attend.   The more attendees, the more fun 
for all! 

http://www.starfiregolf.com/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/!alumni%20club/Connections/ken.walker@sersha.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/!alumni%20club/Connections/jeffbrune@live.com
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Register on-line at www.oscosavonalumni.com 
 

Menu 

 Fresh Scrambled Eggs with Chives 

 Apple Wood Smoked Bacon & Sausage 

 Roasted Home Fry Potatoes 

 Texas French Toast with Berry Compote 

 Assorted Mini Danishes & Muffins 

 Yogurt & Vanilla Scented Granola 

 Omelets Station – Eggs to your liking 

with additions: Mushrooms, Onions, 

Peppers, Tomatoes, Ham, Bacon, 

Cheese, Zucchini or Salsa 

 Sliced Fresh Fruit 

Includes Coffee, Orange Juice and Iced Tea 

Reservations 

Register and pay (via PayPal) for 
the event at 

www.oscosavonalumni.com  or 
contact Jerry Gonyo. If you require 
hotel/motel accommodations ask 
Jerry for suggestions – there are 

some excellent local lodging deals! 
 

Jerry Gonyo 
home:  (480) 595-5653 
cell: (480) 510-3854) 

email:  jerndar@cox.net 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
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Register on-line at www.oscosavonalumni.com 
  

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
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 Our first store opened on April 17, 

1937, in Rochester, Minnesota. It was a 
difficult economic time.  People didn't 
have a lot to spend, and you had to 
work hard to get their business.  We 
combined self-service with friendliness 
toward the customer.   We made 
customers feel welcome and tried to 
treat them better than any other 
merchant.  Our new drugstore opened in 
a location that previously was a Piggly 
Wiggly grocery store.  Piggly Wiggly 
was moving to a location with parking 
lots away from the main downtown 
business area.  Our new location was 
not ideal for a drugstore, but the rent 
was reasonable. The store was wider 
than it was deep. In the front part of the 
store, we had a lobby - a service 
department where we sold such things 
as cameras, radios, sporting goods, 
candy, cigarettes and tobacco, and 
related products of that kind. The 
remainder of the store (the self-service 
area) was entered through a revolving 
gate.  The prescription and cosmetic 
departments were in this part of the 
store.  We carried many more items 
than the average drugstore. In fact, after 
a few years, our customers used to say 

"Osco has everything."  We were the first to have a big assortment of pills on open display. We had, what we 
called, the pill table.  It had aspirin and laxatives and all kinds of pills.  People would just mill around and look 
at the things which had always been behind the counter before.  At that time you couldn't buy bagged candy; 
it was all sold bulk. So we built a fixture and hired a young man to bag the candy. We had about a ten foot 
assortment.  In later stores, we sold popcorn and had lines forming out the door and down the street for that. 
We sold a six pound size bag for a nickel.  We were open from 8 a.m. till 10 p.m. so we had two shifts.  Most 
of the time, I was there from opening to closing.  We had a crew of about 10 to 12 people. As manager I 
would open the store, see that the people came in and were ready for their responsibilities, and then I'd 
sweep the sidewalk.   During the day we would restock the shelves, clean, and usually order merchandise 
once per week. When merchandise came in, it would go down a chute into the basement where it was 
checked in by our receiving man and then brought upstairs to be put on the shelves. We did this by hand until 
conveyors became affordable. We had to spend all of our time on the sales floor.  One of the things that 
made our stores successful was the management pay plan. In the beginning, managers were paid $30 per 
week and 30% of profits. 

George Hilden 
(1911-2001) 

First Osco store 
manager, later 
Osco president   
 
 
 
 

Excerpt from 
1986 interview 

1937:  Facts & Milestones 
Average cost of new house: $4,100 

Average wages per year: $1,780 
Gallon of gas 10 cents / Stamps: 3 cents 

Loaf of Bread: 9 cents / U.S. Unemployment rate 14.3% 

Average price of new car: $760 

1/11: The first issue of Look magazine goes on sale 

1/20: Franklin Roosevelt is sworn in for a second term 

5/6: The Hindenburg disaster - the German airship bursts 

into flames when mooring in New Jersey 

5/27: The Golden Gate Bridge opens to pedestrian traffic 

7/2: Amelia Earhart disappears over the Pacific Ocean 

9/17: Abraham Lincoln's head is dedicated at Mt. 

Rushmore12/21: Walt Disney's Snow White and the 

Seven Dwarfs, the world's first full-length animated 

feature, premieres 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

104 Osco stores in 
operation: (54 stores 
in Chicago div., 50 
stores in Country  
div.)      First New 
England store opens 

Osco becomes first 
retail drug chain to 
post prices of retail 
drugs 

 

Jewel Imports is 
established 

Osco moves HQ 
from Melrose Park, 
IL to Franklin Park, 
IL 

American Stores 
Company          
acquires                
Jewel          
Companies    Inc. 
adding 170 Skaggs 
drugstores      

Jewel Companies, Inc. 
acquires Anaheim-based 
Sav-on Drug, Inc. which 
has drugstores in 
California and Nevada 

Turn*Style is sold to May 
Department Stores; other 
Turn*Style stores convert 
to Osco solos or close 

Osco moves HQ from 
3030 to newly built    
Oak Brook, IL facility 

 

Elk Grove 
Village, IL 
distribution 
center 
opens 

 

Osco Drug Inc. forms 
after Chicago, Country 

and New England 
divisions merge.  168 

stores in 16 states 

Osco Photo Express 
(next day or free film 
processing) debuts in 
Chicagoland 

Support Services of 
Osco, Turn*Style                 
and Republic 
Lumber consolidate 
into the   new Jewel 
Marketing Co. 

Crest 
Photo 
Lab in 
Elgin, IL 
opens 

First Osco store      
opens in 
Rochester,          
Minnesota; 
originally called   
'Pay-Less Drug 
Store' 

Pay-Less 
becomes 'Self-
Service Drug, 
Inc.' after 2nd 
store opens in 
Mason City,    
Iowa                                       

The company 
makes its first 
contribution    
to             
Osco Profit 
Sharing 

'Self-Service Drug, 
Inc.'   becomes 
'Owners Service 
Company' from which 
OSCO is coined 

Osco‟s corporate 
office moves from 
the Chicago 
Merchandise Mart 
to Melrose Park, IL.  
Osco opens first 
store in Chicago   

Osco, with 31 
stores, 
merges with 
Jewel 
Companies, 
Inc. 

85 Osco stores in 
operation: two 
divisions Chicago 
div. (43 stores) 
and Country div.        
(42 stores) 

The first Jewel-Osco 
combination store   
opens in Highland 
Park, IL  

       1937                      1938                      1942                    1956 

      1961                      1962                     1963                   1965 

        1966                                        1968                                    1971 

       1971                     1972                 1974                       1976                 
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        1978                                  1980                                    1984 

Take Good Care of Yourself 

     Here to Serve You 



 
 
 
 

Sav-on and Skaggs drug 
stores begin name change  
to 'Osco Drug'. Osco is 
tagged 'America's Drugstore' Northwest Region 

(35 ID, OR, WA 
Osco stores) sold 
to Pay Less Drug 

Intermountain 
Region (50 CO, 
WY, UT Osco 
stores) sold to 
Pay Less Drug 

American Drug Stores 
(ADS) is formed.  CA 
and NV stores begin 
change name back to 
Sav-on Drugs 

Osco celebrates 50th 
anniversary with 
management event 
at Field Museum in 
Chicago, IL.  A total 
of 650 stores in 27 
states 

 

Southern Region 
(70 FL, OK, TX 
Jewel-Osco 
stores) sold to 

Albertsons, Inc. 

L.S. (Sam) 
Skaggs and 
family sell 
ownership stake 
in American 
Stores Company 

1818 & Anaheim, CA  
offices sold; ADS HQ 
moves  to ASC 
Center tower in             
Salt Lake City, UT 

Crest Photo 
(Elgin, IL; 
Burbank, CA; 
Braintree, MA) is 
sold to Qualex 
division of Kodak 

Osco/  
Sav-on 
Alumni 
Club is 
established 

ADS buys 85 CA  
CVS /pharmacy and 
CVS HABA stores 
from Melville Corp.  
Sav-on Express later 
debuts 

Albertsons 
moves drug 
division HQ 
from Salt Lake 
City, UT to 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Albertsons, Inc. acquires 
American Stores Company 
and American Drug Stores 

New England region 
(80 MA, ME, NH 
Osco stores) sold to 
Brooks Pharmacy 

Osco 75th   
Anniversary Reunion 

celebrated at     
Alumni Club event at  
Pheasant Run Resort 
in St. Charles, Illinois 

Albertsons, Inc. breaks-up.  
CVS/pharmacy acquires free-
standing drugstores, Supervalu, 
Inc. buys combination and 
grocery stores 

ASC begins 
transformation 
from a holding 
company into an 
operating company 

Supervalu 
eliminates dual 
store manager 
concept in Jewel-
Osco combination 
stores and operates 
each unit under a 
single store director 

        1985                  1986                      1987                        1988 
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                                1991                                                     1992 

                1992                            1996                            1997 

            1997                     1998                      1999                    2002 

            2006                              2011                              2012 

Count on People Who Care Use as Directed 



75th Osco Anniversary Reunion Page 10 

75th  Plans Underway 

                                                   (Continued from page 1) 
Celebrate the Osco Drug heritage by attending this 
once in a lifetime 75

th
 Anniversary Reunion.  Rekindle 

those friendships and fond memories of a great 
Company and a Team of people who once worked 
together.  

THE ANNIVERSARY REUNION 
8/22 – 8/23/2012 

 
Come to the Gala Dinner on the evening of 

Wednesday, August 22, 
2012.  If you are traveling 
from out of town (or are local 
to Chicago but want to 
maximize fun), stay overnight 

at Pheasant Run Resort at special Osco Drug rates.  
On Thursday morning, August 23, show-off your golf 
skills with “old friends”.  
 

The choices are yours….but choose to be 
there. You won’t regret it! 

 

I.  THE GALA DINNER 

 
Activities begin on Wednesday evening August 22nd 
with a reception and cash bar 
held on “Bourbon Street” at 
Pheasant Run starting at 6:00 
PM.  Dinner will be served in the 
“Orleans” Ballroom immediately 
following the Hors D‟ Oeuvres 
reception.  

 

      Cost:  $50.00 per/person 
 

Dinner Menu: 
You can choose from one of three sumptuous Chef‟s 
Selections: 

 Prime Rib of Beef (10oz Thick Cut) 

 Oven Roasted French Chicken (Wild 
Mushroom Pancetta) 

 Salmon Americana (Pan Seared & topped w/ 
Seafood Cream Sauce) 

 
Post Dinner Evening Program: 

Plans include: 

 Memorabilia table featuring hundreds of 
photos and relics of Osco‟s history 

 Musical entertainment to include a “Special 
Nostalgic Encore”  performance (or two) from 
the past 

 Hospitality Suite Social following the Gala 
Dinner and Program 

Evening dinner program and entertainment plans are 
still being formulated.  Details to be published soon.  

II. STAY THE NIGHT 
 

We have negotiated with Pheasant 
Run Resort and obtained special 
rates for our group on hotel 
accommodations in their recently 
renovated Tower and Courtyard 
rooms. These rates apply to any 
weekday stay (Monday thru 
Thursday): 

 

 Tower Room  $129 + taxes (1-2 people) 

 Courtyard Room  $119 + taxes (1-2 people) 
 
If you are planning to stay at the resort overnight, 
please make reservations by contacting the Pheasant 
Run Resort directly.  Specify your room preference and 
any other required accommodations.  Be sure to 
indicate that you are attending the Osco 75th 
Anniversary Reunion in order to receive the 
discounted rate.   Your credit card will secure your 
room of choice.  Cancellations may be made to your 
reservation up to 48 hours prior to the event without 
penalty. 

Pheasant Run Resort 
4051 E. Main Street, 
St. Charles, Illinois 

Phone: (630) 584-6300              

www.pheasantrun.com 
 

III. PLAY GOLF AT PHEASANT RUN 
 
On Thursday, August 23 you can 
join fellow Osco players in a round 
of golf on the beautiful course just 
outside your door. Further details 
will be forthcoming regarding 
foursomes and your AM tee off 
time.              

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
Originally we planned to have several additional 
activities – e.g. A visit to Arlington Track, Aurora 
Riverboat Casino, Tour of Osco sites, etc.  After 
thorough investigation of options, it was determined 
that all club events and activities will be held onsite at 
the Pheasant Run Resort starting on Wed., August 22 
and ending on Thurs., August 23, 2012 in order to 
maximize the time available to socialize with old friends 
and new acquaintances.  We have included a list of 
people planning to attend the dinner (see page 11).  
We encourage members who are planning to be in the 
Chicago area for an extended stay to reach out to other 
alumni if there is a desire to extend activities before 
and/or beyond August 22 & 23.  The club can assist in 
publicizing other get-togethers that members organize 
during August 2012.                     (Continued on page 11) 

  

http://www.pheasantrun.com/
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75th  Plans Underway 

 (Continued from page 10) 

 
OSCO people have always cared about the job and 
their fellow associates.   
Can we Count on You to 
be there?  Bring a 
Guest…Tell a friend.  Don‟t 
miss this once in a lifetime 
chance to celebrate the 
75th Anniversary of OSCO 
DRUG and All of the fine & 
loyal “People Who Care”.  
If you miss this year‟s 
event, you‟ll have to wait another 25 years - until 
2037 for Osco‟s 100

th
 anniversary celebration   

 
Additional information will be sent to folks who have 
already told us they plan to attend.  If you want to 
attend but have not yet informed us, please complete 
the „Osco 75

th
 Anniversary Reunion Event Survey‟ at 

the club‟s website or just send an email to   
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Help Us Get the Word Out! 

This event is open to ANYONE who is interested in 
attending. Although hosted by the Alumni Club, a 
person who wants to attend does not need to be a 
member to participate in the fun at the gala celebration. 
We have reached out to all our active members via 
Connections, phone and via the website.  Our challenge 
is getting the word out to people who would want to 
attend the event but have no means of learning about it 
– your help is needed! Feel free to forward this 
newsletter (if you receive it electronically) or point 
people to the club‟s website for details.  Inquiries can be 
sent to us at oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
 

Who is planning to attend so far? 

As of February 12, The following folks have responded, 
indicating they plan to attend the reception and dinner 
events. List of golfers posted at the website.  Please 
check the club website to see the latest updates: 

Anderson, Larry 
Archer, Dominick 
Bejnarowicz, Larry 
Boelke, Don 
Bogusch, Reg 
Bos, Rich 
Braden, Bob 
Brown, Jim 
Buron, Ed 
Cardarelli, Ron 
Carlson, Stan 
Carpenter, Rog 
Dvorak, John 
Elias-Blankenship, Barbara 
Engel, Carol 
Fuglestad, Tork 
Gaffor, Sharon 
Garrett, Liz 
George, Dick 
Gibellina, Dora 
Gillis, Dave 
Gonyo, Jerry 
Gorzka, Valerie 
Grove, Ron 
Gundlach, Chuck 
Hartsock, Lowell 
Hayes, Tom 
Heatter, Diane 
Herman, Keith 
Hildebrandt, Jerry 
Hoscheit, Bill 
Hoscheit, Don 
Hunstiger, Gary 
Isaacson, Jim 
Johnson, Bob 
Kearns, Eva 
Kelsey, Dean 
Koestler, Mike 
Kott, Bernie 
Kromer, John 
Kuhlmann, Roger  

LaForce, Leslie 
Lapniewski, Ron 
LaPointe, Jerry 
Larson, Curt 
Lee-Freislinger, Charlene 
Lopez, Bob 
Lutz, George 
Maher, Dave 
Mann, Darlene 
O'Malley, Terry 
Ostermann, Jerry 
Palmisano, Mary 
Pearsall, Gerry 
Petersen, Stan 
Petersen, Deone 
Potter, Bob 
Ray, Sue 
Ready, Haven 
Reichs, Jean 
Rosentreter, Paula 
Sage, Rick 
Salerno, Barbara 
Schneider, Jean 
Schulte, Mary Beth 
Schwark, Gary 
Seranko, Ray 
Shepeck, Jim 
Shrader, Joe 
Stailey, Dave 
Stanton, Austin 
Terry, John 
Thielen, Len 
Tyska, Frank 
Wahlstrom, Larry 
Walter, Tom 
Walters, Tom 
White, Wanda 
Wiczek, Joan  
Yergeau, Glen 
Zaio, Terry 
Zimmerman, Denny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pheasant Run Resort 
The 75

th
 Anniversary Reunion committee has 

selected this venue for the celebration because the 
resort is a nostalgic favorite among former Osco 
employees.  Many remember this location from 
Osco‟s past where countless business meetings, 
sales shows and other Osco events were held 
throughout the years.  At the time, the Pheasant 
Run was among the few resorts in Chicagoland 
which could lodge all Osco and Sav-on managers 
and central management staff during annual 
meetings.  The resort has been completely 
renovated in recent years.  The planning committee 
was quite impressed during a recent tour of the 
resort. 

mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com
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Jerry Rivinius, Author 
Whenever Osco and Sav-on folks get together, it 
doesn‟t take long before everyone is trading stories 
about their memories, both good and bad, of their 
days in the retail drug business. Often, a comment 
will be made, “someone should write a book about 
this”. 

Well, someone has!  Club 
member Jerry Rivinius, a 46 
year veteran of Osco and 
CVS/pharmacy, has put together 
in a book titled Crazy Days, a 
collection of stories and 
reminisces from his long career. 
Jerry retired early last year. His 

career with Osco began in 1966 as a registered 
pharmacist at Grand Forks, North Dakota. In 1969, 
he moved into management at Watertown South 
Dakota, later serving as a first assistant at Watertown 
and then at the Manitowoc, WI store. He was 
promoted to store manager at the downtown Cedar 
Rapids, IA 
store in 1974 
and later 
opened the 
Westdale Mall 
store in Cedar 
Rapids. After 
serving as 
store manager 
at Freeport, IL 
for some years, 
he moved out 
west in 1992 to 
become a 
general 
manager in 
Billings, MT. In 
1998, at age 
55, Jerry retired 
from store 
management. 
However, he 
soon decided that retirement wasn‟t for him. He had 
always had a special interest merchandising within 
the beer and wine department, starting with his days 
at Freeport. He came back to work in Billings in the 
wine department, and managed what became, the 

largest wine department in 
the state of Montana. He is 
a true wine connoisseur. 
After the stores were sold 

to CVS/pharmacy in 2006, Jerry was responsible for 
putting together the ads for the CVS stores in the 
state of Montana. While Jerry really didn‟t write the 
book for the sales aspect of it, many people with a 
retail background will relate to store experiences and 
enjoy the stories. 

Jerry obtained permission from Dick George and Dave 
Maher to identify them in the book, but for the most part 
he only uses first names and even uses false names in 
some instances to avoid any embarrassment to the 
individuals involved. Since retirement, besides writing, 
Jerry enjoys playing a lot of golf. He and wife Lynda 
also do a lot of traveling, including many visits to their 
daughters in Texas and Tennessee. 
 

To order the book: 
 www.amazon.com - Go to Amazon and search the 

Books department for Crazy Days by Gerald 
Rivinius. Cost is $12.95 for paperback OR order 
the Kindle e-book for $2.99. 

 www.barnesandnoble.com  - You can order the 

Nook  e-book for $2.99 
 If you would rather not purchase at Amazon or 

Barnes and Noble, you can send a check for 

$12.95 to Jerry Rivinius at: 

4423 Rangeview Drive 
Billings, MT 59106-4721 

Jerry cannot process credit cards  
The cost of shipping is included in the $12.95 

 
Tom Endicott, Actor 
Last October and November, club member Tom 
Endicott performed on stage at the Hale Centre Theatre 
in Gilbert, Arizona in a production of “It‟s a Wonderful 
Life”.  Tom tells us: 
 
It was a thrill and an honor to be cast in a play directed 
by Allan Dietlein who has over 38 years of producing, 
acting and directing and has earned many Arizoni 
awards for direction and also received commendations 
from Presidents Reagan & Clinton. 
I played the part of Mr. Gower, the druggist who had 
learned of his son's death earlier in the day, self-
medicated with a bottle of whiskey and as a result mis-
filled a 
prescription 
with poison 
but, was 
saved from 
disaster by 
young George 
Bailey who 
was 
employed in 
his youth by 
Mr. Gower.  
George intercepts the mis-filled prescription and later in 
the play is shown by his guardian angel, Clarence, how 
he prevented Mr. Gower from becoming the town drunk 
and ruination as a result.  Last December I was on 
stage again playing a major role in the dramatic 
musical, 4 Tickets to Christmas.  I am currently working 
my regular day job but, hope to land another acting role 
soon!

See excerpt from 

book on page 14 

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/
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Roger Carpenter’s Arizona Visit 
Barb and Roger Carpenter traded a week of cold and 
snowy January Chicago weather for some sun and 
fun in Arizona and sends us this update: 
 
What a great trip!  Barb and I played golf together for 
2 days, rode Segways in the desert out at Fort 

McDowell, 
visited the 
Tourname

nt Players 
Club 

(TPC), a 
36 hole 
golf club in 
Scottsdale 
and spent 
an entire 
day of golf 
and dinner 
at Trilogy 

with snowbird friends from Wheaton, Illinois.  
 
In addition, I was able to hook up with several of my 
Osco buddies that are either living year round or 
wintering in the area.  We played golf with Mike 
Creed at We-Ko-Pa Golf Course at Fort McDowell.  
Mike and spouse Barb live in adjacent Fountain Hills, 
Arizona.  Mike reports that they are doing great.  I 
can certainly attest that his golf game is pretty sharp. 
I contributed a couple balls to the desert - - it is a 
great course but rather difficult for a guy that is not 
always down the middle, like me.  Later in the week I 
got to play golf at the Talking Stick with Lee 
Hoekstra, Brent Keil, and Brent's son, Brian.  
Another great experience and we had some extra 
coffee that morning due to a frost delay.  
 
The highlight for the week for me was to join the 
troops at ROMEO weekly Friday brunch.  What a 
great way to keep in touch!  If any of you are planning 
a trip to the Phoenix area this winter, be sure to take 
advantage and join 
them.  
The week I attended, 
there were 11 
Oscovites and Sav-onees who attended.    
 
After lunch Jerry Gonyo gave me a terrific tour of the 
area north of Scottsdale including Cave Creek, 
Carefree, and Terravita, the community where Jerry 
and spouse Darlene reside and where some annual 
alumni events are hosted.  I got to see the golf 
course, clubhouse, and the Gonyo residence. What a 
beautiful layout!  Jerry and I worked together as far 
back as 1973 at 3030 Franklin Park, Illinois  -- Jerry 
was the Candy Buyer for Turn*Style and I was the 
Candy Buyer for Osco. 

 

Kevin Campbell’s New Career 
After I left Albertsons in 2004, I moved from Phoenix 
back to Chicago and joined Sears Holdings as a Senior 
Automotive Buyer.    My team of 
Associate Buyers and I were 
responsible for all over the 
counter auto accessories in Sears 
Auto Centers and Kmart.  After 
leaving Sears Holdings in March 
2011, I was offered the position of 
VP Retail for Home of the 
Sparrow, Inc. (HOS).   
Headquartered in McHenry, 
Illinois, HOS provides transitional 
shelter and services to homeless 
women and children in Northern Illinois.  HOS has three 
shelters, one in Crystal Lake and two in McHenry.  We 
also have Department of Justice (DOJ) apartments for 
clients seeking refuge from severely abusive 
relationships.  At any given time we have over 50 
clients residing in our shelters - 65% are children.  We 
provide a 9 month program in an effort to promote self 
sufficiency and place them into permanent housing.  
This year is our 25th anniversary.  
Funding HOS shelters and services comes from grants 
from federal and state agencies, proceeds from our 
various fundraisers, and revenue from our four thrift 
stores called the Sparrow's Nest Thrift Stores.  I 
oversee all retail and logistics operations of the agency.  
Our stores are located in Woodstock, Cary, McHenry 
and Palatine.  The work force in each store is a 
combination of paid staff and volunteers.  Everything 
that my stores sell is donated. I get to see first-hand 
how generous the American public is. Something the 
U.S. is never given enough credit for.   I have a fleet of 
trucks and a logistics team that makes free furniture 
pickups and brings them to the store for resell as well 
as moving clients, their children, and their belongings 
from the shelter to their permanent housing. Behind 
women's apparel, furniture is my number two volume 
category.   I am actively searching for additional store 
sites to help grow our great regional thrift store chain 
which will enable our agency to reduce homelessness 

in women and 
children in Northern 
Illinois at a faster 
rate. Our website is 
www.HOSparrow.org  
My wife Cindi works 
as an Activities 

Assistant at the Garlands, an assisted living community 
in Barrington.  My oldest son Kyle is a Corporal in the 
Marines stationed in Okinawa Japan.   My next son 
Brady is an Arizona State graduate working for the 
Fresh and Easy grocery chain in Phoenix - apple 
doesn't fall far from the tree here! My daughter Kelsie is 
attending McHenry County Community College and will 
be wrapping up at Northern Illinois in the fall to become 
a Medical Lab Technician.  

See ROMEO event 

details on page 15 

http://www.hosparrow.org/?page_id=168
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Dan Zolnowski Retires from Osco 

After 35 years of distinguished service, well known 
Chicagoland, store 
director/ general manager 
/store manager Dan 
Zolnowski accepted the 
Jewel-Osco buy-out offer 
last summer. Osco 
friends, Paul Vladovich 
and Ed Cechura, hosted 
a special "retirement 
party" for Dan at the VFW 
Hall in Summit (Chicago, 
Illinois).  

 
For those of you that did not work in the Chicagoland 
area throughout the 1980's and 1990's, the VFW 
Club at 63rd and Harlem just west of Midway Field 
was a common haunt for management gatherings 
and parties.  In fact, the Chicago Managers 
Association held their annual SMOKER at the facility 
for many years.  These stopped only after the 
dissolution of the managers association sometime 
around the late 90's.  So by getting the entire gang 
back together at the old haunt, the event was entitled 
"DAN'S RETIREMENT - THE LAST SMOKER".  A 
huge turnout resulted which is a tribute to the many, 
many 
friends 
Dan has 
across 
the 
business.  
The 
group 
shared 
some 
fond 
memori
es during cocktails and over the traditional great food 
that the VFW serves.   Dan started as an Osco 
management trainee on March 29, 1976 at the 
Chicago store on 54th and Pulaski Grand Bazar and 
worked under Tony Livolsi, store manager.  He 
moved through the ranks as Second Assistant at 
Archer and Meade #681 and then at 87th and Dan 
Ryan #611.  He held First Assistant positions at 26th 
and Pulaski #626 (with store manager Phil 
Kneebone) and back at #602. His first Store 
Manager assignment was at Milwaukee & California 
(old #668) which was shortly replaced by new store 
#622.  Dan then worked in Roger's district at #187 
Cermack.  What a great time we had together!  Dan 
next held Market Manager positions at #180 Olympia 
Fields, #602 again, #52 Westmont, #617 Naperville, 
and new #668 Worth - all locations in Illinois.   When 
the Market Manager position was dissolved he 
returned to #52 Westmont for 9 years, then on to #50 
Frankfort, and finishing at #3059 Orland Park.   

Dan said that all of the locations were fun to work but it 
was the Osco people at each store that were really 
"special".  "I feel very good about taking the buy-out 
package and it came at just the right time for me.  I 
enjoyed my work all the way to the very end and always 
enjoyed the people in the business.  I never had a bad 
day at work in 35 years."     

 

Dan, Phil Kneebone, Jim Doig, and Mike Perri 
 

“Crazy Days” Excerpt   (Continued from  page 12) 

    Today there are shows on TV where the CEO of a 
company will work incognito somewhere within the 
organization.  At one time, Osco had a policy that 
members of upper management would spend a few 
days or a week in one of the stores.  Their time in the 
store allowed them to work in all departments, review 
merchandise and product flow, and perhaps resolve 
efficiency issues.   
       Dick George, our president at the time came out to 
work at the Westdale store in Cedar Rapids. During one 
of the first weeks that we were open.  This was a great 
opportunity for me and our 
employees to meet him and 
also work with him side by side.  
One of his jobs was to bag for 
the checkers so that he could 
meet some of our customers.  
No job was too big or too small.  
His first job was to price tag 
about three hundred cases of 
toys.  I set him up with a 
marking gun and a box cutter to 
open the boxes.  After less than 
20 minutes of marking the toys, he called me to the 
back room.  He said, “It is our policy to place the price 
tag on the top right hand corner of the box, correct?”  I 
said yes and his comment was this policy is about to 
change right now.  He walked up to our office and 
called the corporate HQ and changed the policy right on 
the spot.  Today we scan bar codes, but in the late „70s, 
many hours were spent placing pricing tickets on the 
required location.  No wonder the TV shows are such a 
hit today.  I would bet that many corporate officers 
today have never spent any time working in any of their 
stores.  If they have they would approach their job in a 
different manner.        
                                 Gerald Rivinius “Crazy Days”  
                                 Chapter: Mall Store,  page 128 

Dan, Phil Kneebone, Paul Vladovich, Jim Doig 
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 ROMEO Club Weekly Brunch 

Continuing weekly through March 
30, a group of Osco/Sav-on 
friends meet weekly for brunch at 
11:45am on Fridays at the 
General Store in Scottsdale, AZ.  
The General Store is located at 
the southwest corner of Pinnacle 
Peak and Pima.  ROMEO is short 
for Retired Osco Merchandisers 
Eating Out.  There is patio dining 
in a shaded comfortable 
environment.  There is no registration or weekly reminders 
sent out -- it will just be whoever shows up   If in the 
areas, please come and join us! 

1/14/2012: Seated: Tom Nielsen, Jerry Gonyo, Ron Grove,     
Standing: Gerry Bay, Gary Hunstiger, Tim Sauer, Rog Carpenter, 

Lee Hoekstra, Brent Keil, Jeff Brune 

1/28/2012: Seated:  Gary Castle, Carol Engel, Ron Grove 
Standing: Frank Eckstein, Arlyn White, Jeff Brune, Jerry Gonyo, 

Gary Hunstiger, Brent Keil 

 

Ron Green on the mend 

Ron Green, alumni club member, former club board 
director and former VP of Osco/Sav-on Loss Prevention 

had a cancerous lung removed in 
November.  He was discharged 
from Brigham & Women's 
Hospital on February 7 and is 
now in rehabilitation.  Ron is 
doing much better, walking 
around and getting his strength 
back.   We're certain Ron would 

love to hear from friends. Below is his address:  

Spalding Hospital Rehab 
Attn: Ron Green 

1575 Cambridge Street Room 320-B 
Cambridge, MA  02138 

Supervalu Cuts 800 Office 

Positions           (Continued from  page 1) 

In addition, the company remains focused on 
investing capital into the growth of Save-A-Lot, its 
national, hard-discount banner, as well as 
continuing to expand its wholesale distribution 
business to its more than 2,000 independent 
retailers nationwide. 
 
Supervalu Inc. operates a network of 4,300 stores 
composed of 
1,104 
traditional 
retail stores 
(Jewel-Osco, 
Shaw‟s/Star, 
Acme, 
Albertsons, 
Cub, 
Shoppers, 
Save-A-Lot), 
including 
798 in-store pharmacies; 1,309 hard-discount 
stores, of which 922 are operated by licensee 
owners; and 1,900 independent stores serviced 
primarily by the company‟s traditional food 
distribution business. 

 

Connections Survey Results          

Electronic or Paper? 

 

As detailed in the August and November 2011 
issues of Connections, our printing and distribution 
costs of providing the quarterly newsletters have 
increased. Instead of raising membership dues to 
help offset these expenses, we hoped our costs 
could be contained by printing and mailing the 
newsletters to only those members who prefer the 
U.S. Mail delivery method.  The responses to our 
on-line and the 11/2011 mail-in survey were 
underwhelming!   
 
Results showing how members voted: 
 

Paperless 4% 

U.S. Mail 3% 

No Response 93% 

  
Only 7% of all members responded to the survey.  
The majority of those who responded did so via the 
website and most had selected the electronic 
version.  Do the 93% „no responses‟ want it U.S. 
mailed or emailed?  We don‟t know!  We will 
continue to mail via U.S. Mail in the short term and 
announce alternatives in the Fall issue of 
Connections.  
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   Planning your 2012 Summer Vacation? 

Come to Chicago in August – See details on pa

The Connections 
newsletter is published 
quarterly by the  
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club. 
 

Editor & Publisher:  
 Barbara Salerno 
 
Editorial Assistants: 
 Stan Carlson 
 Diane Heatter 
 Gerry Pearsall 
 

Next issue will be published:   

               May 2012 

 

Don’t forget to vote!!! 
Ballot in this newsletter for 

2012 Board Election - See page 2 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com


 

 
The Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club was founded in 1992.   Former employees of Osco/Sav-on, affiliated 
companies and current SUPERVALU associates are eligible to join. 
 
Membership Benefits: 

 Quarterly newsletter Connections 
 Alumni Club Member Directory  
 Stay connected with colleagues from the past 
 Club sponsored social events and other functions at discount rates 
 Full access to the club‟s website www.oscosavonalumni.com 

 

 Membership fee and first year dues is $15.00.  Ongoing annual membership fee is $15.00. 
              

Membership Application 

Join On-line:    
Sign-up at www.oscosavonalumni.com 

1.  Click the Register link in the User Login section. 
2.  After you receive an email confirmation for your registration, login and update user profile:  
     Click the View Your Profile link in the User Login section.    
3.  Pay dues fee via credit card or PayPal: click the Subscribe button in the Pay Dues Online section. 

Or via U.S. Mail: 

Complete the form below and mail to the address below with a check for $15.00 payable to: 
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club.   

 
Name: __________________________________       Spouse’s Name (optional): ___________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:_________________________________        Email:_____________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________   State: _______   ZIP: _____________         Phone: ________________________   
 

Current Employment: 
 

          Retired 
          Career Transition 
          Working and employed      
          by:_______________________________________ 
          Not Specified 
 

 

Prior Osco/Sav-on/affiliate Employment: 
 
Original Hire Date:___________________________ 
 
Retired/Left Company Date: ___________________ 
 

Optional: Referred by  
(member name): ___________________________ 
 

          
 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club       P.O. Box 1024       Lombard, Illinois 60148-8024 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
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