
 

 

 
 

Albertsons to Acquire Haggen 

Food and drug retailer Haggen Inc., under Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection since last fall, is slated to become part of Albertsons 
LLC.   Albertsons 
has submitted a 
binding bid letter 
and form of asset 
purchase agreement 
to Haggen to 
acquire the retailer’s 
29 core stores in 
Washington and 
Oregon. Plans call 
for the creation of a separate business unit for 14 Haggen stores 
— part of the original Haggen store chain — that would continue 
to be operated from Bellingham, Wash., under the Haggen name. 
 

The transaction marks an ironic twist for Haggen. In October 
2014, the retailer announced that it agreed to buy 146 
supermarkets from AB Acquisition LLC, the parent of Albertsons, 
and Safeway Inc., which had to divest stores to proceed with their 
merger. The purchase, which was closed in January 2015, 
transformed Haggen from a small chain of 18 stores with 16 
pharmacies in Washington and Oregon to a multistate retailer of 
164 stores with 106 pharmacies mainly in Washington, Oregon 
and California but also in Nevada and Arizona, where consumers 
were unfamiliar with the banner.  Then last September, Haggen 
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection, after struggled since 
expanding into California via the acquisition of the Albertsons and 
Safeway stores. The filing also came in the wake of lawsuits, with 
Haggen claiming Albertsons was engaged in anti-competitive 
efforts against it and Albertsons suing Haggen for allegedly not 
paying for merchandise in the stores it acquired. 
 

 

  

2 Club Updates 

3 Recent Event Highlights 

6 2016 BOD Election 

8 Upcoming Event Details 

10 Flashback 

11 Member News 

17 In Memoriam 
 

 

10
th

 Annual Arizona Alumni 

Brunch  Highlights 

by Gerry Bay 

 

The 2016 Annual Arizona Alumni Brunch was held on 
Sunday, March 6

th
.   As usual, the venue was staged at the 

Terravita Country Club’s main dining room in the community 
club house.  Jerry Gonyo, the host with the most, was at the 
name tag table being the gracious greeter and dressed in his 
appropriate attire.  The Mickey Mouse shirt and his Hong 
Kong tailored blazer blended nicely.  We had approximately 

30 in 
attendance, 

enjoying the 
excellent 

buffet of fresh 
breads, fruit, 

scramble 
eggs and 
heart health 
sausage and 
bacon.  There 
seem to be 
several who 

also chose to accompany their meals with an alcoholic 
beverage, i.e. Bloody Mary.  Curt Larson, a man who never 
ages, was in attendance and on his way home via a road trip 
through the scenic north country.  Roger Carpenter was on 
the walking wounded list dealing with very painful 
sciatica.  Jerry Ostermann and his wife were again, promoting 
his candy line, which everyone enjoys.  Stan Petersen had to 
work his golf club, but Deone was there, and really enjoying 
her time away from Stan.   John Spellman and his wife were 
discussing their upcoming trips....they are really enjoying 
retirement.  The Fuglestads looked great and were in town for 
only three weeks this year.  Of course, the golf chairman, Jeff 
Brune and Nadine made a grand entry after his planning of 
the Walker open proved to be a huge success.  Ron Grove 
also never misses a buffet.  We had to check him for glad 
bags as he was leaving.  From the northwest, Haven and 
Paula Ready were enjoying the company and the great golf 
weather.  I apologize for missing a number of you in 
attendance, but would never forget Julie Ann Walker who is 
always faithful.  Always a fun event and special thanks to Mr. 
Gonyo.                                                        (continued on page 4) 
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March 2016 
Hello!  
 

Election season is upon us… not only the 
U.S. Presidential election but also the 
club’s 2016 Election for Board of Directors.  
On page #7, you will find the paper ballot 
and a link to the on-line ballot. This year 
we have a record number of members 
running for board positions – 14!  Please 
be sure to vote.  It’s a simple delight 
having new people and ‘new blood’ on the 
board.  Our members directly benefit from 
creativity and ideas new people bring to 
the club.  Remember, you don’t need to be 
a board member to assist in club 
operations or to contribute your 
suggestions.  You can always contact a 
board member with your suggestions or 
drop us a line via email or anonymously at 
the ‘Contact Us’ link at the website. 
 

Although we still plan to mail the quarterly 
Connections newsletters to your home, I 
encourage you to visit the club’s website at 
www.oscosavonalumni.com to view 
newsletters and other materials.  Many of 
you have yet to check us out!  Fewer than 
75 members on average access the 
newsletters on-line.  Newsletters are much 
more enjoyable in color and link to more 
materials on the internet.  There are 
already several gatherings planned for 
2016.   Earlier in the year, random 
members were sent a survey to help us 
better understand their preferences for 
attending club social activities.  Thank you 
to all who responded.  Our challenges 
continue to be finding reasonably-priced 
venues, convenient to many during a time 
of the day, week and year which works for 
most people.   
 

I thank members who have sent in their 
2016 dues payments.  If not using PayPal 
for annual membership, your dues 
payment can be included in the same 
mailing envelope with your 2016 ballot 
and/or RSVP for attending an upcoming 
event. 

Barbara Salerno 
  Barbara Salerno, Editor 
  oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
  Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
  P.O. Box 1024       
  Lombard, IL 60148-8024 

                 
 

Board Meeting 
Highlights  

February 26, 2016 

We have had two meetings since 
we last published Board Meeting 
Highlights.  The Board has been 
busy working on the 2016 Election 
slate of candidates.  As you’ll see 
this year we have some great 
candidates willing to share their 
time and talent for the betterment of 
the club.  So don’t miss your 
opportunity to get out and vote to 
elect your Board of Directors by 
April 14

th
. 

 

Treasurer John Fields reported that 
club finances remain in good shape 
with a balance similar to this time 
last year.  Board members continue 
to follow-up with remaining 
members whose dues are 
delinquent.  We currently have 375 
active members.   
 

Dan Quinn is heading a 
membership sub-committee which 
will be bringing recommendations 
forth this year to attract new 
members and retain our current 
members.   
 

During 2016, there are many of 
events across the country for you to 
be a part of, so continue to check 
our website for the latest details.  
Also check out what is happening 
locally or the photo’s posted on one 
of our Facebook pages:   
 
Osco Savon Alumni Club 
 

Osco Drug - Eastern Region Group  
 

SavOn Drugs Alumni. 
 

The Club’s next Board 
Meeting is on 

Friday, May 6, 2016 
 

 

 

 
 

Welcome 
New Members! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A warm welcome to our new members!  
Listed below are Osco/Sav-on people 
who have joined the club recently. 
   
Contact information and member 
submitted work history is available at the 
club’s website at the Member Directory 
link.  Your log-in is required to access 
the member directory.   
 

 Arbogast, Amy   Carmel, IN 

 Brevik, Dale   Polson, MT  

 McIntre, Lou   Judsonia, AR   

 Meyer, Christian   Lafayette, IN   

 Nakasone, Bob  Santa Barbara, CA   

 Orr, Tim  Fishers, IN   

 Petersen, Bob  Granger, IN   

 Price, Nikki   Broomfield, CO   

 Rahilly, Tom  Surprise, AZ  

 Rawlish, Jerry   Elmhurst, IL   

 Schmid, David  Granger, IN   

 Schreck, Mary   Villa Park, IL   

 Schultz, Dan  Sioux Falls, SD   

 Spurlock, Ron  Mission Viejo, CA   

 Veclotch, Kelli   South Bend, IN   

 Wagner, Ron  Champaign, IL   
 

Member spouses are invited to create a 
website user log-in and profile at the 
club’s website for access to directory, 
event calendar, the Connections 
newsletter archive and other member 
resources.  Creating a user log-in is 
easy!  Just follow these steps: 
 
1. Go to  www.oscosavonalumni.com 
2. Click the Register link in the User 

Login 
3. Complete the form and in the ‘Job 

History’ box, add ‘Member Spouse’ 
and click Submit  

4. A confirmation email we be sent to 
you                  

 

 

  Page 2              Club Updates

             

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
mailto:oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=savon%20drugs%20alumni
https://www.facebook.com/groups/283422065087141/
https://www.facebook.com/SavOn-Drugs-Alumni-704085863016303/?fref=ts
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_comprofiler&task=registers


 

Arizona Osco/Savon Alumni Golf Outing 

by Jeff Brune 
 
 

The 2016 Osco/Savon Alumni Golf Outing was held on 
Saturday, March 5

th
 at the 500 Club in Phoenix, Arizona. 

The 
weather 
started 
out 
great 
and just 
got 
better 
after tee 
off time. 
There 
were 31 
brave and hearty souls that teed off for the 4

th
 Annual 

Walker Cup held in honor of Ken Walker and to support 
the Osco/Savon Alumni Club. 
 

Julie Ann Walker hit the 
ceremonial first tee shot 
to get the tournament 
under way after a 
delicious PAR-B-Que 
lunch.  Special note: we 
are still looking for Julie 
Ann’s tee shot!  
In addition to the 31 
golfers we also had 7 
people join us for lunch 
and it was great to have 
them there to share the 
day!  

 

Each player was presented a ‘Goodie Bag’ with tees, 
balls, ball markers and coupons from golf stores. Dixon 
Golf joined us again this year for our “Par 3 Challenge” 
and we had great participation from all players which will 
help support the Alumni Club.  

Unfortunately, no one will drive home a new car this year! 
Mulligans were 
plentiful for all 
and a variety of 
amazing golf 
shots were 
recorded (some 
were not). 
Walker Cup mugs 
were presented to 
all players on all 
teams along with 
a modest cash 
payout and prizes 
for longest putt, longest drive and closest to the pin. Every 
golfer won a prize - whether they chose to take it home or not 
is another story.  
 

Many thanks to Stan and Deone Petersen, who designed 
and procured this 
year’s Walker Cup 
mug and, who greatly 
helped with the 
tournament. Deone is 
known as the 
‘Mulligan Queen’ for 
her efforts at making 
sure everyone 
purchased a few. 
Thanks also to John 

McGovern and Paula Ready for great photos thru ought the 
day and also to Mo Murray for his support. 
 

Competition was intense and we had 3 teams tied for 1st 
place. The fun-filled event was enjoyed with good food, story-
telling, great camaraderie, a few lies and even an occasional 
good golf shot.  
March 4

th
, 2017 will be next year’s event date so mark your 

calendar! We always have room for anyone interested in 
enjoying a little golf and a large amount of sun and 
friendship! Friend and relatives are always welcome at the 
Walker Cup. 
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10th Annual Arizona Alumni Brunch 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

There were about 30 members and guests who attended  The 
largest turnout at the annual brunch was back in 2010, where we 
had nearly 75 attendees.  At the 2016 dinner, two former alumni 
club presidents were present – Tork 
Fuglestad and Roger Carpenter.   
Board members Curt Larson and 
Jerry Gonyo (event organizer) were 
also in attendance.  It was noted that 
Tork started working for Osco in 1949 
and this year marks his 67 years of 
affiliation with the company.  
Everyone loves memorbelia and 
there was no shortage at this 
gathering.  There were twenty years 
of past issues of Connections for 

attendees to check out (the last few years printed in color by 
Jerry).  There was also a binder of recaps and photos from 
ROMEO events.  The traditional 50/50 raffle was held, 
coordinated this year by Jerry Osterman.  The lucky winner, Jeff 

Brune, netted $53 and the 
other 50% went to the 
club’s treasury. 
 

Jeff Brune recapped the 
highlights of the previous 
day’s golf outing.  The 
brunch provided the 
opportunity to discuss 
some club business, too. 
Curt updated the members 
on the forthcoming Monkey 
Survey. Curt also stressed 

the efforts of all to build our membership by direct contacts.  
Details about the upcoming Chicago event on May 12

th
 were 

covered as well as the Osco Drug 80
th
 gala event taking place in 

2017 on August 
23

rd
 in St. 

Charles, IL.  The 
slate of 2016 
candidates for 
the club board 
were announced 
along with the 
election 
timetable.     
There was a 
planned surprise 
roast of Gerry 
Bay, but he skipped out shorltly after the meal to attend a 
baseball game.  We think we know who tipped him off! 

 
There were 
four tables of 
eight guests, 
so the chatter 
was good, the 
food was 
greal and the 
servers and 
country club 
staff was 
excellent. 
 
.  
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Waste Management Phoenix Open Golf  

by Stan Petersen 

 
If you love golf, where else can you hang out with over 600,000 
fans to watch some of 
the best pros up close 
and personal?  The 
Waste Management 
Phoenix Open --  

nowhere else.  Deone 
and I have volunteered 
the last four years as 
marshals on hole 
14.  Fellow alumni members Mo and Annie Murray have joined us 

the last three years adding to the fun.  Our Hole Captain has put 
together a team of 50 plus marshals to cover the green, fairway 
and tee box on hole 14.  
The tournament has over 3,000 volunteers working the tournament 
and there is a waiting list of 2000 ready to help if needed.  You 
really have to know someone to get on a team.  Deone and I first 
got involved volunteering for the Schwab Cup, the Champions Tour 

year end event, thru Jeff Brune who was friends with the volunteer 
coordinator.  He assigned us to hole 14 where we met the Hole 
Captain.  At the end of the week he asked if we wanted to join his 
team at the Phoenix Open also on hole 14.   
 

That is how we started and have enjoyed working both 
tournaments every year.  Two years ago we started volunteering at 
the Shriners tournament in Las Vegas with Deone's parents, 
brother and his wife.  Another great event.  (FYI Volunteers 
purchase their uniform package that is usually a shirt, hat and 
jacket for about $50.  Even though you pay to volunteer, the fun 
and memories are priceless).  

 
 

We always man the tee box, which is our choice, so we can be 
as close to the action as possible.  On the tee we hold up the 
quiet sign to keep the crowd quiet, indicate the direction of the 
players drive , watch for fans taking photos, which are not 
allowed while the players are in position to hit, and direct fans 
where to walk.  We are also goodwill ambassadors and are 
encouraged to talk to the fans, give them directions, insights, 
stories, and general information.  We also invite them inside the 
ropes between groups to take their photo by our tee 
marker.  They love to get inside the ropes.  
 
One story, last year on Sunday, I was standing next to Phil 
Mickelson's caddie while he was teeing off.  After he hit he 
walked straight to me looking at me and my mind is racing as to 
what I did wrong, was  I out of place, what did I do?  He stuck out 
his hand and said " hi, I don't believe we have met, I'm Phil 
Mickelson, thanks for working this week." I was stunned and 
relieved I hadn't messed up.  Very unusual for a player to say 
anything to the marshals other 
than hi or thanks for you help. But 
that was Phil being Phil. 
 
We generally work the pro-am on 
Wednesday, and the tournament 
on Friday and Sunday.  The pro- 
am is a favorite as you get close to 
the celebrities /athletes and the 
players are looser and more 
talkative. This year during the pro-
am the players and celebrities 
were approaching our tee when I 
saw someone I recognized that 
was totally out of character and out of place.  Kevin Tripp was 
caddying for a friend of his. We were both surprised to see each 
other but made the day more special.  Good thing Kevin had 
some success in the drug business as caddying probably wasn't 
his strong suit.  
 
This year, Deone and Annie put treats together for the caddies, 
players and walking volunteers. They set up a table by the tee 
filled with goodies that the returning caddies look for and 
devour.  Makes our tee a favorite among the players and 
caddies.  
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In the future, as you watch the Phoenix Open, as the leaders 

approach hole 14, you just might see Mo indicating the direction 
of the drive, or Annie holding up the quiet sign or Deone manning 
the ropes or the back of my head on TV as we all try to get in the 
camera shot. It's a great experience.  If you have the chance and 
desire, get inside the ropes, it's a blast! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Drewry Photocolor in Burbank announced it has sold its last three processing labs, as part of its previously 

announced liquidation. Two of the labs, in Tacoma, Wash., and Denver, were sold to Photo Acquisitions, a 

subsidiary of Safeway Stores. The third, in Hayward, near San Francisco, was sold to TruColor Foto Co. in San 

Diego. 

 

Drewry will be paid $3.4 million for the labs. Drewry shareholders in May voted to liquidate the company after 

management decided to sell its main photo processing facility to Osco Drug for about $5.7 million. 

 

Proceeds from the liquidation will be divided among Drewry's shareholders. The company has estimated the 

cash-out value to be more than $11 a share, twice what the stock generally traded at in recent years 
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Log-in at the club’s 

website to see 

additional candidate 

information.  Click 

the links on this page 

or search the member 

directory by name 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/user-profile/userprofile/larrywahlstrom
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/user-profile/userprofile/Jot3Eban
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http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/user-profile/userprofile/calarson
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/user-profile/userprofile/deankelsey
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/user-profile/userprofile/larryand1
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/user-profile/userprofile/GPearsall
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/user-profile/userprofile/918
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1. Diane & Jim Lofthouse, Helen Allread 
2. Bob & Joyce Potter 
3. Carolyn & Tom Friend 
4. Robert Wiltfang, Louis Escarcega,  

Peter Bartholomew, Len Thielen 
5. Patricia McGrath, Joe LaPine 
6. Chuck & Wanda White 
7. Erin & Dan Zachary 
8. Vijay & Shushma Patel 

9. Cecilia DeBarmore, Dharmesh Patel 9 

Paper Ballot 

2016-2017 Board of Directors 

 

  Position                 Vote    Candidate    
       

President    Gary Hunstiger 

Vice President    Dean Kelsey 

Secretary    Barbara Salerno 

Treasurer    John Fields 
 
 

    

Director   Larry Anderson 

Director   Ray Delcourt 

Director   Jerry Gonyo 

Director   Diane Heatter 

Director   Curt Larson 

Director   Tom Nielson 

Director   John Nieman 

Director   Gerry Pearsall 

Director   Dan Quinn 

Director   Larry Wahlstrom 

                                    
Write-In #1: indicate 

name and position 

   

                               
Write-In #2: indicate 

name and position  

   

 
Write-In #3: indicate 

name and position  

   

    

If voting via US mail, please clip and 
mail ballot by April 14, 2016 to: 
Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 

P.O. Box 1024     
Lombard, IL   60148-8024 

 

 

Election Process 
1. Paper ballot and link to on-line ballot on this 

page   
2. Members having a valid email address on 

record were emailed a link to an electronic 
ballot.  To access the on-line ballot, log into 
the website between now and 4/14/2016.   
After you log-in, the ballot will automatically 
appear on the front page 

3. Voting takes place between 3/15 and 4/14.  
A member can use either the paper version 
of ballot or the on-line ballot 

4. Ballots are counted 4/15 
5. Results posted on-line 4/18 
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Write-ins Encouraged! 
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Campbell’s Scottish Highlands 
79 Brady Avenue 

Salem, NH 
(603) 894-4653 

http://scottishhighlandsgolf.com 
 

Wednesday, June 22, 2016 
Lunch: 11:30 am 

First Tee-time: 12:30 pm 
 

 
 
Format will be scramble so no worries if you 
are not a golfer.  There will be “valuable prizes” 
awarded to the top teams. 
 
 

Total Cost for Lunch, Green Fees, Golf Cart and 
“valuable prizes” is  

$75 per person 
 

RSVP Contact:  Larry Wahlstrom  
larrywahlstrom@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

Spouses, guests and friends are welcome to join in 
the fun and nostalgia at our events 
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See Page 9 
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 ! 

Appetizers 
 Saganaki (flaming cheese 

dish) 
 Gyros (beef & lamb slices) 
 Melitzanosalata (roasted 

eggplant dip) 

Main Course 
(served family style) 

 Mousaka (baked eggplant, ground 
meat &potato casserole topped 
with béchamel sauce) 

 Chicken Riganati (baked ¼ 
chicken with herbs & spices 

 Dolmades (grape leaves stuffed 
with ground meat & rice, topped 
with egg lemon sauce) 

 Spanakotiropta (spinach cheese 
pie with feta cheese & fresh herbs) 

Athenian Salad 
Mixed greens, fresh vine 
tomatoes, Greek olives & feta 
cheese 

Side Dish 
Rice & Potatoes 

Dessert 
 Baklava (phyllo dough with 

chopped nuts & honey syrup 
topping) 

 Karidopia (walnut cake with 
cinnamon & sweet syrup) 

 Galactobourico (custard filled 
filo with clear sweet syrup) 

PLUS One (1) complimentary glass of Greek Islands Nostos wine - your choice of Red or White 
Coffee, Tea & Soft Drinks 

    RSVP by 4/30 at the club’s website, pay via PayPal OR respond by mail to: 

Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club, P.O. Box 1024, Lombard, IL 60148   

 
Or RSVP and Pay on-line at www.oscosavonalumni.com 

 Page 9 
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Osco Men Rescue Neighbors from Fire 
 
 

June 10, 1984 started as any routine work day would.  Brent Van Duyn 

(2nd assistant at 626 Chicago) was working the 

afternoon shift.  He came in to find his store 

manager, Ron Krzeminski, out back behind 

the store receiving a shipment of Coca Cola. 
 

Suddenly the Coca Cola truck driver noticed 

smoke billowing from a four flat apartment 

building behind the store.  Racing toward the 

smoke, Ron and Brent noticed that the 

apartment building was on fire. 
 

Instinct told them this would be a real disaster if they did not act quickly 

because many of the residents were unaware their building was on fire.  

The two Osco men and another man from the neighborhood broke down 

the locked front door of the building.  Ron ran to gather the people on 

the upper floors while Brent looked for people and pets on the first 

floor.  “It happened so fast,” Bent said.  “The whole thing happened in 

about three or four minutes.   
 

 

 

The people in the building had no idea what was going on.  Our biggest 

problem was a lack of communication.  The residents were Spanish, and 

could not understand when we told them there was a fire so we had to 

grab them and lead them out,” he continued.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Neither man was afraid for his well-being on the first trip into the 

building.  Several bystanders feared there were residents trapped in the 

basement, so the men made a second trip into the building.  This time, 

because of the flames and heavy smoke, they were forced to crawl on 

their hands and knees through the kitchen.  The flames were so bad at this 

time that they abandoned their plan to search the basement and went 

outside to wait for the fire department.  Fire department officials were 

pleased with the way the men had maintained order and removed people 

from the building.  The cause of the fire that destroyed half of the 

building has not been determined, but it is believed to have started in the 

electrical box.  Arson has been ruled out.  WGN television reporters were 

on hand, and Brent was interviewed for the local news. 

 

Both men have been rather bashful about the attention they’ve received.  

“We felt good about helping the people out.  It’s a natural reaction to act 

whenever you can.  It was dangerous, but we used our heads and acted as 

fast as we could,” Brent said.  

Osco ‘People’  
July 30, 1984 
Editorial Board: 

Ron Dilger 

John Aikman 

Editor:  

Carolyn Rock 

 

Brent Van Duyn (left) and Ron Krzeminski stand in front of the 

building where they rescued 15 to 20 people. 
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Brent Van Duyn 



 

 

Brent Van Duyn 

Things have been going quit well since I left CVS/pharmacy 8+ 
years ago. Back in 2006 we started a commercial floor cleaning 
company called Floor Techs Janitorial Inc. We are celebrating our 
10

th
 year in business and are doing quite well. My wife, Lori, quit 

her job in the health care industry five years ago to work for the 
business fulltime. She handles all accounting functions, health 
care coordinating, etc.  We operate the office out of our home in 
Granger, Indiana and we have a large garage that houses all of 
our equipment and vans. We have seven employees (5 fulltime 
and 2 part-time) and ramps up a little when we get into our floor 

stripping 
season 

starting each 
April. We 
currently have 
about 230 
customers in 
4 states: 
Indiana, Ohio, 
Michigan, and 
Illinois which 
keeps us 
really busy. 
You would 
recognize all 
of the names, 

Walgreens, 
Big Lots, Auto 
Zone, Ace 
and True 

Value Hardware, Sherwin Williams, several schools corps and 
churches as well. It is more than enough to keep all of us very 
busy. 
 
Personally, we are still very avid boaters. Several years ago we 
purchased a 
condo slip in 
New Buffalo, 
Michigan and 
that is where 
we spend 
most 
weekends on 
our 40' 
Carver yacht. 
We usually 
start going up 
to the boat for 
weekends in 
May and the 
season will 
last until 
sometime in 
October. Of 
course the weather is what ultimately drives us away.  
 
Our son and daughter-in-law have recently moved back home 
from Fishers, Indiana to our neighborhood in Granger. They have 
two young boys, Parker and Tyler which are 1 and 3 years old, 
respectively. Brian is a financial planner on the wealth 
management team at First Source Bank.  Our daughter-in-law is 
an elementary school teacher in the Penn Harris Madison school 
district, where she currently teaches 5

th
 grade. 

 

We recently purchased a 1,300 
square foot condo at The 
Heritage Bay Golf and Country 
Club in Naples, Florida. 
Heritage Bay started building 
around 2006 and is located in 
north Naples, just off 
Immokelee Road. It is a full 
security gated community that 
supports about 1,400 families 
which includes single family 
homes, condos and coach 
homes. Our unit is a fully 
furnished 2 bedroom two bath unit with a lanai that overlooks 

several holes on the golf course. 
It has all of the amenities, large 
club house, resort-style pool, work 
out facility, 8 clay surface tennis 
courts. The community is set 
along a protected wildlife preserve 
that is also part of our view. We 
rent the unit from December thru 
March to seasonal renters and 
occasionally for a month in the 
summer. Lori and I typically 
vacation there for a few weeks at 
a time in May and October.  We 

plan to continue to use the condo as a vacation destination until 
we can retire in about 9 years (or sooner!)...That is the plan, 
anyway 

 

Ron Krzeminski  

Since leaving Osco (Jewel-Osco) in 2010, I have takien on the 
responsibility of full time care giver for my mother who is 92.   I am 
still able to take her out to movies, theater, dinner, etc.  and enjoy 
family events.  We usually have a family game night every month.  
 

Besides that, I am still able 
to travel occasionally (one of 
my brothers stay with mom).  
Our last trip was to Zion.  
We try to visit a national 
park each year. The national 
parks we have visited as of 
March 2016, starting out 
east, include:  Acadia, 
Shenandoah, Smoky 
Mountains, Mammoth 
cave.  We did the grand tour 
- Badlands, Mount 
Rushmore, Devils Tower, 
Yellowstone, and the 
Tetons.   Glacier was 
stunning (there were still 
glaciers at the time).  Two 
years ago we did Mount 
Rainier and Olympic, with 
time spent in Seattle.   Separate trip a few years ago was spent at 
Yosemite, Redwood, and Sequoia with time spent in San 
Francisco.   And of course Grand Canyon with time and money 
spent in Las Vegas.  We still want to take in the other parks in 

Utah.  
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Lori & Brent with grandsons Parker and Tyler 



 

 

Judy Fuglestad 

Last year at a delightful alumni luncheon in Fargo, Gary 
Hunstiger encouraged me to write an article about one of my 
current past-times: making photo note cards for resale.  
 
Most places that my husband (Ren) and I travel, I have along a 
camera. Depending on my mood, I either take a great quantity of 
photos or I take virtually no photos. I have added over 19,000 
photos to my computer since I retired in 2007, most of which I 
have personally clicked a shutter to procure. And yes, some of 
them are really bad photos. But some of them are pretty good 
photos, or lend themselves to the possibility of becoming a good 
photo. After I download a group of photos, I go thru the album to 
delete the out-of-focus photos. Then I slowly go thru to start 
editing the photos one by one: cropping (trying several different 
options), adjusting the contrast, adjusting the color, adjusting the 
saturation, touching up inappropriate shadows or glaring 
defects, perhaps trying some special effects, adding a colorful 
mat and a black (usually) frame to the photo, and sharpening 
the focus.  
 
Sometimes I spend 10 minutes on a photo – and sometimes I 
spend 4-6 hours on a photo. Sometimes the photo I spend 10 
minutes on is far superior to the photo I've spent hours on, but 
sometimes not. And sometimes after I've worked hours on a 
photo, I delete it because I've overworked it. To edit the photos, 
I use a free download called Picasa. It's not the best, but it's 

free, and it's simple to use. If the photo's format lends itself to 
the addition of a sentiment (as in “Happy Birthday”), I add the 
sentiment at this point. First I have to decide what an 
appropriate sentiment for the photo might be. For instance, a 
photo of an alligator doesn't lend itself well to becoming a 
sympathy card. I read hundreds of card sentiments trying to find 
the perfect one (and have established a crude filing system to 
save the ones that have some appeal to me). Rarely does a 
one-word or two-word sentiment fill the bill. Originally, I began 
by adding verses from the Bible to my photos of flowers that are 
appropriate for birthday cards, sympathy cards, thank you cards, 
graduation cards, get well cards, etc. In the last year I decided to 
expand my marketing appeal by adding snarky captions to 
appropriate photos.  

 
 
This year, because my husband Ren is a vendor at Norsk Hostfest 
in Minot, ND (with his pottery), I began adding Norwegian captions 
(with the English translation in small letters) to cards – and they 
became an instant hit. [An aside: I stayed with Dan & Norma 
Baranick five nights. What GREAT fun that was!] 
 
It's all about marketing – unless you're retired and allow no such 
pressure to cross your path. I charge $1 for my cards on a regular 
basis (customer pays the postage). At Norsk Hostfest, I charged 2 
for $3 (and only ONE customer bought only one – all others bought 
two) because a) Hostfest took a hefty commission and because b) 
silver-haired Norwegians are all wealthy and can afford to pay more, 
right? Curt Larson pays $2 for them – but I've never really figured 

out why.  The goal is to pay for supplies so that I can keep 
upgrading my cameras, keep taking photos, and pay for card-
making supplies. I wouldn't even bother to write down a goal except 
that my brother-in-law is Tork 'You've-Got-To-Have-Written-Goals' 
Fuglestad. I've never attained that written goal, and feel no pressure 
whatsoever to make it - because having to make it would limit my 
creativity, in my opinion. It's really all about the creativity, not the 
marketing. Most of my customers are return customers whom I've 
given cards to in the past, who purchased them for $1 (or 2 for $3 if 
you're Norwegian) at a crafts fair or in our in-home pottery 
showroom, or who ordered them because they received one from a 
friend of mine and loved it. Sometimes I have special orders (for the 
chapel at Oak Grove Lutheran High School or for the cemetery 
board at a rural North Dakota church). Most of my orders consist of 
a note with a check enclosed that says “Send me 25 assorted cards 
– I love them all”  
 
Since this is a life-after-Osco endeavor, no stress is allowed, and no 
deadlines are allowed. I graduated. I've thought of trying to turn this 
into a lucrative second career, but realize that there are too many 
places to go and too many things to see (and do) to be tied down to 
a business that requires my attention on a regular basis. I no longer 
have a 'driven' nor 'intense' bone in my body. 
 
Rees Davies posts some incredible photos he's taken from time-to-
time on Facebook as well.  I've taken some beautiful photos that 
have never been turned into photo note-cards – yet. Some people 
want a hard copy of a photo from a particular event or outing, and 
I'm able to promise to get them a copy in the next 5 years. 
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If you're a friend of mine on Facebook, you'll see where I am 
currently posting photos taken in late June, 2010 (from the 
Riverwalk in Naperville, Cantigny near Wheaton, etc.) under my 
business page on Facebook “For the Beauty of the Earth 
Photography.” 

 
 
In addition to my casual photo note-card adventure, I also write a 
Bible Verse email. It goes out to about 300 people when I write one. 
Again, I don't have a deadline to adhere to when I write. Sometimes 
I write as often as once a week, but not usually. I write most often 
about a verse (or two) that the Holy Spirit has put in front of me that 
has caused my mind to 'quicken' with some insight that is new or 
renewed to me. I do like excitement of getting new insights into God, 
into a relationship with Him, communicating with Him, serving Him, 
and worshiping Him.   Also, as part of life-after-Osco, I enjoy the 
adventure of having to clear out of NW Minnesota a couple of weeks 
in each winter month. In January, we're heading to Florida for a 

couple of weeks. 
In February we 
were in Arizona 
for 10 days.  
March is slated to 
have a trip to 
West Yellowstone, 
MT – so there has 
to be some re-
thinking about 
March, which may 
include me going 
to where the sun 
DOES shine while 
Ren goes cross-
country ski racing 
in West. Besides, 
how many photos 
of snow on 
evergreen trees 
can a person have 
in their portfolio? 
 
I write a humorous 
column from time-

to-time as well. My oldest thinks I should start a blog with the 
humorous column and make some money. Since that sounds like it 
would involve work, deadlines, frustration, and possibly being 
humiliated, I have chosen not to pursue. I do have a tender spot in 
my heart, however, for a daughter who thinks her mother could be a 
marketable writer.   Bottom line: there IS life after Osco Drug. Be 
sure to make it enjoyable! 

 

Tips for Accessing the Club’s Website 

 
All club members have a log-in and privileges at 
www.oscosavonalumni.com.  If you have never logged in at the 
website or never created a profile (via the Registration Link), don’t 
worry!  We’ve already created one for you! 
 
Here are some answers to common questions we receive from 
out member: 

 
Q: I forgot my USERNAME. How do I find it? 
1. Access www.oscosavonalumni.com 
2 In the 'User Login section' at the left, click 'Forgot Login?' 
3 At the next screen, click the 'Forgot Username' box 
4 At the prompt, input your email address  
5 Click the 'Send Username/Password' button 
6 You will be sent an email notification immediately which 

contains your username.  There should be a pink banner at 
the top of the screen at the club’s website confirming the 
email has been sent 

7 Check your spam folder if this is not the case 

 
Q: I forgot my PASSWORD. How do I reset it? 
1 Access www.oscosavonalumni.com  
2 In the 'User Login' section at the left, click 'Forgot Login?' 
3 At the next screen, click the 'Forgot Password' box 
4 At the prompt, input your email address and your username  
5 Click the 'Send Password' button 
6 A new password will be generated and sent to you via email 

immediately.  Check your spam folder if this is not the case 
7 If you get a message indicating 'The email does not exist on 

this site.' and you cannot remember which one of your email 
IDs is associated with the website, contact us 

 
To change the new password you are sent, see the FAQ at the 
website: How do I change my username and/or password? 
 

 

 
If you still cannot login, 
email us at: 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com  

and we’ll help! 
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Larry Anderson 

I retired from Walgreens after 12 years of service on January 16, 
2016.  But, before getting into that, here is a little history: As some 
may know, after 24 years with Jewel Companies, Inc., Osco Drug, 
Inc., American Drug Stores, Inc., American Stores Company, and 
Albertson's, Inc., my position, along with many others in the legal and 
other departments, was eliminated by Albertsons on October 9, 2003 
(my wife's birthday!).  I was actually somewhat relieved as the 
company had been making some very poor decisions ever since the 
merger with ASC in 1999.  Ironically, a little over a year later 
Albertson's was split up and the solo drug stores went to CVS, some 
Albertson's stores went to an investment group - the new Albertson's, 
Inc., and the rest went to SuperValu.  
 
I was very lucky using all of my networking skills to get a position with 
Walgreen Co. less than 3 months after leaving Albertsons.  I started 
in January 2004 and moved back to Illinois to work at the corporate 
headquarters in Deerfield.  For a long time I kept having to catch 
myself from saying "Osco" or "Sav-on" when referring to "Walgreens", 
but I eventually got it right.    
 
At Walgreens, my work was much narrower than at Albertson's, 
working solely on payer agreements with insurance companies, 
PBMs, third party payors and a few employers.   I rarely if ever got to 
work directly with the stores and I did miss that, considering at Osco 
and Sav-on I knew almost all of the district managers and many store 
managers, too.  When I went to Walgreens its reputation was of a 
very staid, conservative company that opened over one store each 

day and didn't change much.  Well, that changed a lot over the 12 
years I was there.  In addition to Med Part D totally shaking up the 
prescription world, Walgreens got into the acquisition mode, acquiring 
specialty pharmacies, Duane Reade pharmacies in NY, several other 
regional pharmacy chains, and is now in the process of acquiring Rite 
Aid later this year!  In addition, on December 31, 2014 Walgreens 
completed its acquisition of Boots Alliance, a European pharmacy and 
drug wholesaler.  But, as was the case with the Albertsons/ASC 
merger when Albertsons ended up being on top, in this case, Boots 
Alliance ended up being on top and now only a couple of executives 
remain that were with Walgreen Co. prior to the merger.  Walgreens 
is now "Walgreens Boots Alliance," a global company managed by 
Europeans!   
 
I had 7 different supervisors, 7 different offices, and 4 different 
general counsels while at Walgreens - and I just learned that the 
current general counsel is leaving at the end of February.  I was very 
fortunate to be able to retire on my own terms - Walgreens went 
through several "downsizing" efforts over the years, including 2 in 
2015.  

 
 
 
But, all in all, Walgreens was very good to me, especially since 
we actually got good bonuses each year and the stock options 
all turned out to be very good - I still have some to exercise over 
the next year, too, which will help to pay for our retirement 
home!    While I wish I could've ended my career with all of my 
many friends at ADS/ASC I do look forward to enjoying some of 
the Osco/Sav-on Alumni events in Phoenix and Scottsdale, only 
a few hours’ drive away; and now that I'm retired, timing is no 
longer an issue! 
 
At the left is a photo in our backyard in Henderson, NV on 
Christmas Day 2015 with my wife, daughter, son-in-law, 3 
grandsons (who all live in North Vancouver, B.C., Canada), and 
youngest son (tallest in the back - he lives in Salt Lake City, 
UI).  In case you don't recognize me, I'm on the far right. Our 
oldest son and his family are not in the photo - they were back 
home in SLC and couldn't make the trip to Henderson because 
our daughter-in-law just completed chemo treatments for bile 
duct cancer and is now cancer free - so it will be a very Happy 
New Year!    
 
We love our new home and would welcome visitors and 
guests.  We have a private casita with a nice queen bed, 
bathroom, and walk-in closet with a refrigerator, microwave and 
coffee pot.  Just call the # below to make a reservation!  
Looking forward to seeing more of all of my Osco/Sav-on 
friends!  

 

Tom Walter 

On December 31, 2015 I retired from Jewel-Osco as Vice 
President Labor Relations and Employment Law. I had 32 years 
of combined service (counting 12 years from 1978 - 1990 and 20 

years from 1995 - 2015). This service included work for the 
corporate entities of Jewel Companies, American Stores, 
Albertsons, SuperValu and back to Albertsons. Cheryl and I 
have been married for more than 42 years and Naperville, IL 
continues to be our home town. Our daughter, Erica is married, 
lives in Chicago, works for a large law firm and has a 2 year old 
boy. Of course he is spoiled by us as our only grandchild. Our 
son Tommy lives in Warrenville, IL and is a Financial Advisor for 
Fidelity. Our other son, Justin lives in Los Angeles. He has 
worked a variety of jobs as a local cable TV show host, writer 
and producer. The entertainment industry is certainly different. 
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Angelo & Maryann 

Battaini 

 

Things at the Battaini household are great!  Angelo is still a DM 
with Rite Aid, celebrating 30 years this past October, and looking 
forward to a new 
chapter with the 
Walgreen's 
acquisition.  I left 
Rite Aid three years 
ago, exploring my 
creative side and 
am currently a store 
manager with 
Michaels Arts and 
crafts, where 
creativity happens). 
We blinked our eyes and our three kids are all grown up!  Matthew 
graduated from high school two years ago and is working full time 
in retail, following in his parents’ footsteps, ha-ha. Michael will be 
graduating this spring and is in full swing with college decisions.  

And Abbey is a junior in high 
school, playing some great 
basketball and hoping to play 
in college!  Life is good here 
in Haverhill, MA.  Osco was 
our first jobs right outside of 
college and where we met, 29 
years ago!!  We still look back 
and refer to those many years 
as “the good ole days!". If 
anyone is in the 
Massachusetts and New 

Hampshire area, give us a call!  Look forward to another New 
England reunion in the near future!!  
 

 

Harold Jackson 

After nearly 37 years of dedicated service to the financial-related 
activities of Osco Drug, American Stores Company, SuperValu 
and Albertsons, Harold Jackson has retired.  At the March 11

th
 

ROMEO gathering, Harold and Donna broke bread with ole 
friends and announced his entrance to a very exciting second life 
phase.  Donna retired 
from Boeing a year 
ago after a very 
successful 40 year 
career and is very 
relaxed with her new 
schedule.  They have 
purchased a new RV 
and are preparing to 
travel the country in 
search of beauty and 
fishing holes along 
with their three dogs.  
We think Donna is a 
little nervous about Harold’s entry into his retirement as she was 
asking for individuals who would keep an eye on Harold for $50 
per day.  There were no takers.  Congratulations to both and we 
look forward to see them both at future alumni events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear Editors: 
 
Why do we need a username and password to access the club’s 
newsletter at the website? Is the information provided so 
confidential that we do not want it shared? I believe we have many 
members who want to view our site but do not because of the 
password requirement. They either don't remember it or are 
challenged by the steps to access. Seems that the information 
provided is not sensitive or private.  So why does it matter if 
anyone receives it?  Just a question… it just seems like we make it 
difficult for some members.  This probably reflects an old person’s 
view.. Please keep it simple! Enjoy the Connections newsletters 
and feel it is a very important vehicle to keep informed, particularly 
since we are all aging and we are very interested in following our 
associates. 
 
 
Dear Reader: 
 
Thank you for bringing this concern to light.  There are likely many 
more members encountering the same situation regarding 
username and password authentication.  Although there is no 
confidential information in the newsletters, the reason why we 
require a log-in in order to access is primarily due to the fact that 
the quarterly newsletter is one of the benefits we provide to paid 
members.   Your log-in tells us who is visiting the site and 
determines what materials and content can be accessed.  The log-
in classifies a visitor as a non-member, paid-member or a board 
member.  The log-in also ensures that only our paid members can 
access member contact information, cast a vote during annual club 
BOD elections and other member-only functions. 
 
In addition to the ability to access the current Connections 
newsletter (and over 20 years of back-issues), logged-in members 
can also access the company’s ‘People’ magazines (dating back to 
1965), company videos (retirement, training, presentations, etc.), 
photos of past social events, and five years of other content on the 
website. 
 
Below are some suggestions to simplify the log-in process: 

 Create an easy-to-remember username and password 

 If you have cookies enabled, save your password and 
username on your computer.  You (or anyone else who uses 
your device) can log-in to the site as this information will 
always default 

 If you are not able to access the newsletter, just let us know- 
reply to the email alert you receive from 
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com and we will email you the 
newsletter. 

 
 

If you have a question, comment, idea or  
other inquiry, let us know! 

Email your message to:  
oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

 

We’ll research and respond to your inquiry 
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2016 Boston Duck Tour Alternative 

The New England Osco reunion planning 
committee was looking at the possibility of an 
alumni event this year which included lunch 
and a tour of Boston via the popular Boston 
Duck Tours. However, it was a bit pricey  
It was decided to organize a Golf Event on 
June 22

nd
 (see page 8).  The committee is 

seeing if there is any interest for a bowling 
event in the Boston area in the fall. 
 

Sav-on Drugs in Michigan and Osco in Germany 

Although Sav-on and Osco no longer exist as stand-alone 
American Stores Company/Albertsons drugstores in the 
U.S., the banners operate worldwide as other entities.  
Osco is a popular general merchandise outlet store in 
Germany.  ‘Sav-on’ exists as gas stations, storage units, 
and health and beauty-aid stores.  Sav-on is also a drug 
chain in Michigan, a state where the company never 
registered Sav-on Drugs banner as a trademark – we only 
had Osco Drug banners in Michigan.  
 

January 16, 2016 
Barleen’s Dinner Theatre 

 

On Saturday evening, January 16
th

, eight 
Arizona Osco and Sav-on Alumni and 
friends attended the Barleen's Arizona 
Opry dinner/theatre in Apache Junction, 
AZ. All in attendance enjoyed a good 
dinner and great entertainment. At the 
left, (L-R) Jerry Gonyo, Marc Nielsen, 
Brent Kiel, Bruce Kiel, Carol Kiel, Carol 
Kiel, Joan & Tom Nielsen. 

What’s the Scoop?   

Dining, travel, a new job, retirement, fun activities, observations, small get-togethers, etc.?   

Share your times with members - Send us a text, photo, brief email or your one-liners! 

2016 Turn*Style  
Mini-Reunion Planned 

 

Club members Jerry Gonyo and John Terry are 
in the process of putting together a mini-reunion 
in Chicagoland of Turn*style alumni.  
Unfortunately the club doesn’t have contact 
information for Turn*Style alumni in order to 
help get the word out.  Please send contact 
information of T/S people to Jerry 
(jerndar@cox.net) the latest details about the 
upcoming event will be posted at the website in 
May 2016. 
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George Stearns 2016 
 

We learned that retired Osco general manager 
George Stearns was disappointed with the Green 
Bay Packers 26-20 OT loss to Arizona on 
January 16

th
 preventing Green Bay from the 

opportunity of later (hopefully) defeating the 
Panthers and proceeding to Super Bowl 50   And 
further, George indicates he does not like Donald 
Trump and wonders what has happened to the 
Grand Old Party!  Daughter Cindy tells us George 
is doing pretty well. He resides at an assisted 
living facility (Tender Nest) in Billings, MT and 
knows where he is 80% of the time.  Mornings 
are best. He spends most Sundays with the 
family and grandchildren and, on occasion, 
weekday mornings.  George is sometimes 
confused after waking up from his afternoon 
naps. He has great mobility -- better than the last 
25 years – his weight is at 185 lbs.  
 

Alum Jerry Rivinius recently visited George and 
reports that George lives in one of the rooms on 
the periphery of a central gathering area with a 
huge TV and enough lounge chairs for 
comfortable visiting, and takes his meals at a 
central area with 15 others.  Jerry comments,   
“When I visit George, I find him sitting at a dining 
table enjoying a cup of coffee. Through our 
limited conversation I can tell he is thinking of his 
Osco career and the people he worked with. He 
enjoys talking about his father and his upbringing 
in Wisconsin.” 

 

Rite Aid shareholders OK 
Walgreens merger deal 

Rite Aid Corp. stockholders 
have approved the company's 
$17.2 billion deal to be acquired 
by Walgreens Boots Alliance. 
Approximately 97% of the votes 
cast at a special meeting of 
stockholders were in favor of 
the deal. The transaction, 
expected to be completed in the 
second half of this year, is still 
subject to the approval of 
antitrust regulators. The 
combination of Walgreens and 
Rite Aid stands to create the 
largest U.S. community 
pharmacy, with more than 
12,800 stores across the 
country. Now the focus shifts to 
the number of stores that 
Walgreens will divest to gain 
regulatory approval for the Rite 
Aid acquisition. Estimates have 
varied widely among industry 
observers. 
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Wayne Davis 

Osco District Manager (Iowa) 
 
On August 7, 2015, we were saddened to 
learn of the death of one of our long term 
members, Wayne Davis.   Having retired 
from Osco in 1993 after a distinguished 
35 year career, Wayne enjoyed his 
retirement to the fullest and particularly 
loved honing his woodworking skills in his 
workshop.  He was especially particular 
about the wood he used and travelled far 
for just the right piece for the beautiful 
furniture, fish nets, picture frames, etc. 
that he made for family and friends.  
Another love was gathering with his Osco 
friends. On occasion he would suggest to 

Lowell Hartsock that he get busy and plan a get-together.  Health 
issues required Wayne and Nancy to sell their home and move into an 
independent living facility in 2011.  In 2015 Wayne fell, breaking a hip, 
and his health was not the same following that accident.  Nancy, who 
suffers with dementia, is presently in New Mexico with their daughter, 
Tami.  Osco was lucky to have him for 35 years! Following is a 
synopsis of those years written by Wayne in 1993, when he retired. 
 

My Life With Osco 
by Wayne Davis, 1993 
 

I graduated from high school at Fairfield, Iowa in 1951. Nancy and I 
met in high school.  She went on to Drake and Iowa Methodist to 
become a registered nurse. We were married in 1953, the same year 
that I was drafted for two years into the U. S. Army.  Upon returning to 
Iowa, I enrolled at the University of Iowa.  I graduated in 1958 with a 
marketing degree.  During that period of time Nancy worked as a nurse 
at the VA hospital while I worked as a part time meat cutter for Hy-Vee.  
During my final semester I interviewed with Stan King and by 
graduation day had accepted a job as a management trainee at store 
817 in Burlington. I started June 15, 1958. 1958 was the first year that 
Osco Drug had decided to recruit business grads and start a trainee 
program.  In January of 1959, we opened Osco #826 in Iowa City and 
we were moved back. I was the assistant lobby manager under Bill 
Shober. By September of 1959, we were building a new store in 
Vincennes, Indiana and we were transferred there to be the lobby 
manager. During my stay in Vincennes, Jewel bought Osco and started 
the Chicago Division. In January 1969, I went to Chicago as assistant 
manager at Osco #3016 Ashland Avenue. By this time it was apparent 
to Jewel that building side by side stores was good for everyone and 
plans for more stores continued.  In October 1962, I was named 
manager of Osco #124 Willow Street in Wheaton, Illinois. It was during 
my years at Wheaton that the Jewel-Osco combination concept was 
born. New stores were coming faster and faster.  After one year at 
Wheaton, combos and side-by-side stores were being built throughout 
Chicago and suburbs. The opportunity was great! In October of 1963, I 
became the district manager of the North and Northwest side of 
Chicago supervising both free standing and combination stores.  In 
May 1971 I was offered an opportunity to return to Iowa and head up 
District 2.  From June of 1971 to June of 1985 I supervised stores in 
Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin. In June of 1985, I went to Osco #867 
in Waterloo, IA and have been there until my retirement in 1993 These 
are some of the people I have worked with in various locations during 
my 35 years with Osco.   
 

Osco #817:  Burlington, IA  
District Managers:    Stan King/Fred Dearborn 
Manager:                 Hal Julius 
Assistant Managers: Marv Perry/Dick Berray 
Lobby:                 Rodger McWhirter 
Pharmacist               Dick Green 
 

Osco #826:  Iowa City, IA  
District Manager:  Fred Dearborn 
Manager:                  Jack O’Connell 
Assistant Manager:  Marvin Brown 
Lobby   Bill Shober/Earl Van Cleve 

 
 
Osco #829: Vincennes, IA 
District Manager:  Roy Curtis 
Manager:                  Al Gunneson 
Assistant Manager:  Gene Skarr/Mike Myrdal 
 
Osco #3016: Ashland Avenue, Chicago, IL 
District Manager:  Jack Skyles 
Manager:                   Dick Green/Ken Wallace 
 
These are some key players besides store managers that I have worked closely 
with in Chicago: Tork Fuglestad, Dave Maher, Tom Nielsen, Conrad Faber, Tom 
Harwood, Charlie Good, Dave Edwards, Dick Green, Tom Hoy, Rex Dobey, 
Peter Cook and Jim Willyard. 
 
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-= 
 
In a tribute to her dad when he retired, daughter Tina wrote of Wayne’s “life with 
Osco” as she saw it. That tribute, entitled, The Autumn of Life. 
 

The Autumn of Life  
by Tina Davis Drinkut. 1993 
 

As we gather to congratulate and wish you 
well, let this be an occasion for celebrating a 
beginning rather than an ending. For it is a 
time for newness and exploration, a time of 
rebirth and regeneration…it is the Autumn of 
Life! 
 
As winter began back in 1958, you had already 
been married five years, and your new career 
was under way. As Osco Drug’s first ever 
management trainee, you worked long, hard 
hours. Times were tough, money tight but a 
supportive wife; a big heart and a very strong 
work ethic were all adding to your 
responsibilities, responsibilities you took very seriously. 
 

As spring bloomed in 1962, your belief in yourself had blossomed. You had 
been made manager of the Osco store in Wheaton, Illinois…the first of many of 
your achievements.  Still working long hours and endless week-ends, your 
career was taking shape and having purpose. Now with two small children, a 
wife, who in many ways was your lifeline and support, you continued to 
soar”with wings of eagles”. 
 

When summer dawned in 1971, you had been the District Manager for the 
Chicagoland area for eight years. Your success was so well thought of that they 
called upon you to come to Iowa to help an ailing District 2.  As was your 
custom and your philosophy - you were there with bells on.  So you packed your 
bags and your family, which now included an infant son, and moved to 
Marshalltown, Iowa. Under your guidance the district grew. Profits were up, 
inventories “on”, employees were proud and most importantly, customers were 
satisfied. District 2 had life once again.  As summer came to a close in 1986, 
changes had to be made.  As a model employee, you took the changes in 
stride; adjusted and made the best of them  As the manager of the Osco store 
at Crossroads in Waterloo, you gave your employees something very special - 
yourself.  You gave them your philosophy, your time, your work ethic and your 
heart.  No one can ever take that from them.   
 

It is now 1993 and we are now in the autumn of life.  As we bid farewell to a 
successful career, let us not forget that without a strong support system in our 
lives, none of us would be where we are today.  And it is so that we honor the 
support that has been in Wayne’s life for these 35 years of faithful service and 
40 years of marriage. It is his wife, his friend and our mother, Nancy Davis. 
Standing by him, encouraging him and packing and unpacking what seemed to 
be thousands of moving boxes, she has been there for him all these years.  
Autumn is the most beautiful of seasons. The colors remind us of creation and 
how the Lord created everything so perfectly that after the autumn a marvelous 
miracle takes place. During the winter, nature begins a process that when spring 
is here a new birth takes place, a new beginning.  And as you begin this exciting 
new season in your life, may you be reminded that it is a time of exploration and 
new experiences, and as we all know too well — endless golf games. As the 
Bible so eloquently puts it, “There is a time for everything, and a season for 
every activity under heaven,” including a time to work and a time to retire. 
   
We love you dad, we congratulate you, and we celebrate with you and wish you 
the best of luck in the “AUTUMN OF YOUR LIFE”. 
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Remembering 

Wayne Davis 

 

My best story of 
Wayne and I takes 
place in 1979 when 
the two of us had to 
drive to Waterloo to do 
an inventory.  We finished up the Cedar Falls store and then
 proceeded to have dinner and a couple of drinks. If I 
remember correctly, I was driving too fast when Wayne said, 
“Slow down Hodge. The cops are very tough in this area.” The 
lights of the cop car turned on behind me. Well, I really listened 
to Wayne after I paid the trooper an $87.50 fine for speeding.   
 

He was a great person to work with - day and night. Loved the 
guy and the guidance that he gave to me. I am a better person 
from having known and worked with Wayne.   
Lee Hodges 
 

 

Wayne was always on me about my inventory and had just 
finished telling me I cut from buying any more close-outs when 
the phone rang.  It was an   importer who needed to unload 2 
containers of socket sets fast, so $2.00 each if I took the whole 
load.  Normal cost was $10.00 each.  I said, “No, I have been 
cut from buying by my D.M.”  Wayne, overhearing, said, “What 
is the deal?” I   told him the pricing and he said, “What a deal 
for the district!  We could sell them for $4.99.  What a gross!”  
When I responded I was not allowed to buy them, he growled 
at me, “You 377 buy the damn things!”  Wayne’s favorite trick 
was to get to my store early in the morning and then call me 
and ask if I was going in that day.  Then he just laughed. 
 

It was two weeks before Christmas and Wayne became quite 
sick while in Ottumwa. I took him to the hospital and he had to 
stay for two weeks.  He called me every two hours checking on 
sales, saying he saw our ad or a competitor’s ad, etc.  I asked 
the doctor if he would please drug him up! 
 

I still miss his phone calls.  He was not only my boss but one of 
my best friends.     
Ron Barr 
 

 

The definition of Success means doing the best we can with 
what we have.  Success is in the doing not the getting.  
Success is a personal standard…. becoming all that we can 
be. By all measures I would say that Wayne Davis was indeed 
a Success.  
 

My working relationship with Wayne started shortly after the 
Jewel Osco merger in 1961. Wayne was one of the first 
Country Osco people to come to Chicago and start the Jewel-
Osco combination stores. The first in the nation. During this 
time, Wayne was promoted to district manager. 
 

After several successful years in Chicago, Wayne was 
transferred back to the Country stores, as we called them at 
the time, to become a district manager in Iowa. A position that 
he held for over 20 years. Wayne always had a close 
relationship with the people that he worked with which lasted 
until his final days. Wayne had a way of letting people know he 
cared. 
 

We lost a good man when we lost Wayne. He touched many 
lives and the world is a better place because of it. 
Tork Fuglestad 

 
 
Wayne Davis was my first district manager when I started with Osco 
Drug in Mason City, Iowa in June 1971.  He was very personable and 
made me feel welcome in my first job at Osco #802.  I was a 
pharmacist at #802 and later became a management trainee at the 
same store.  I worked with Wayne for 2½ years before being promoted 
to second assistant at Elkhart, IN. 
 

Wayne was one of the main reasons I decided to pursue a career in 
management with Osco Drug.  He was not only a tremendous people 
person but also had a sharp business mind.  I was always impressed 
with his emphasis on gross margin and the importance this played in 
our overall store profitability.  He was known as Mr. Gross Margin---for 
a good reason---the stores in his district had some of the highest gross 
margins in the company. He had a huge impact on developing many 
careers in the company.  Wayne took a personal interest in you as an 
individual and was a tremendous mentor.  He always took time to 
celebrate promotions and followed the careers of the people that had 
worked for him.  I am very thankful that I had the opportunity to be 
mentored by Wayne early in my career. 
Cal Schwandt  
=================================================== 
. 

My deepest sympathy to Nancy and family. He was a great leader and 
mentor to his Iowa management team.  He was a good friend who will 
be    missed by all who knew him. 
Larry Hedges 
=================================================== 

I find it difficult to put into words how much Wayne meant to me and all 
of his colleagues.  Whether it be in business, community or as friends, 
Wayne was a true person with a big heart.  His imprint on so many of 
the Osco personnel truly must be in the thousands!  A warm heart, a 
giving person and a mentor to so many.  Best of all, he was a friend 
who always had time to listen and input if you asked for it.  Now, I must 
admit, when I was store manager at the store in Marshalltown, Iowa 
there were numerous times his input was received but I don't 
remember asking in some cases! 
  

Wayne loved the game of golf and was, at times, fairly good!  And then 
there were the off days of his game.  I am reminded of one round that 
Greg Gullickson and I played with Wayne.  It was one of Wayne's off 
days and he was mumbling and fumbling.  Greg, always the 
empathetic guy that he is, said to Wayne that he could probably out-
drive Wayne with his putter. Wayne mumbled something and picked 
out his driver and hit a Wayne drive. Greg proceeded with his putter 
and out-drove Wayne by 50+ yards.  I think Dick Kidd could verify. 
  

I'll never forget Wayne's favorite dinner.  It never varied and never 
changed. New York strip steak with butter on top...hash browns with 
American cheese melted on top...salad with ranch and blue cheese 
dressing...And, of course a VO Manhattan on the rocks with cherry 
juice added! Never changed and Never varied... 
  

Wayne and Nancy visited us in Boston when I was general manager in 
Quincy, MA. We took Wayne deep sea fishing about 25-30 miles out of 
Provincetown in the Massachusetts Bay.  After about an hour Wayne 
started looking around 360 degrees.  Seas were 6-8 foot swells and not 
real rough but a nice rock and roll.  The vessel’s captain saw Wayne's 
small look of fear on his face and told him not to worry as if we went 
down he could never swim to any shore from our position! Wayne, the 
farm boy from Iowa told me that maybe deep sea fishing was not such 
a good idea! 
  

Wayne was a close and dear friend as was Nancy to Susan and 
I...They made life fun!!  Susan and I continue to send love to that 
wonderful family. 
Bill Bates 
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Carl Decker 

Sav-on District Manager 

Carl Edwin Decker was born on November 7, 1934 on his family farm in 

Burlington, Kansas. Carl was the youngest of four children and the only son 

of Carl and Ruth Decker. At the age of three, Carl's family moved to 

California, where Carl spent the rest of his life. 

At South Gate High School, Carl met his wife of 61 years, June Piechota. 

Carl and June were blessed with 

four children, Terri, Ken, Shelli and 

Tom. Their love of the mountains 

began when the couple married in 

1954 and honeymooned in 

Fawnskin, near Big Bear Lake. 

Carl's career would take the family 

to South Gate, Fullerton, La Habra, 

Santa Maria and Huntington Beach. 

The mountains were always calling 

Carl and June, and after retirement 

in 1987, they settled in the home 

Carl built in Big Bear. Later, life took 

Carl and June to Palm Springs, and 

Yucaipa, but their love of the 

mountains was strong, and they 

have spent the past 5 years 

enjoying their life together in Big 

Bear City. 

Carl began his career with Sav-on Drug at the age of 16 scooping ice 

cream. His strong work ethic, dedication and fairness to employees earned 

him many promotions in his 40-year career. Carl never turned down a 

challenge, often worked late nights, long weekends and many 40 plus hour 

workweeks. He rose from a young ice cream scooper to the position of 

district manager. Carl made lasting 

friendships during his career at Sav-

on, many of which are still family 

friends, today 

When Carl's career took the family to 

Santa Maria, Carl began his long 

association with Lions Clubs 

International. Over the years Carl 

embodied the true spirit of the Lions' 

motto "We Serve". Carl held many 

leadership positions, including Club 

President of several clubs, District 

Governor, Chairman, Director and 

Vice President of Lions Youth 

Exchange Foundation, Chairman and Vice President on the Board for Lions 

Camp at Teresita Pines. Carl was a master of selling raffle tickets to support 

the local holiday food drives, many club projects, collecting used eye 

glasses and encouraging membership by welcoming new members. Carl 

helped with the distribution of glasses to the less fortunate in California, 

made many trips into the poorest parts of Mexico to hand out eye glasses to 

children who could not afford glasses, and in 2008 traveled to Africa for the 

sole purpose of bringing the gift of eyesight to people in need. 

Carl was always humble about his many contributions to the community. He 

received many awards, and was very proud to be the recipient of the 

highest Lions award, a Melvin Jones Fellowship, for his service.  One year 

ago, Carl joined the Moose Lodge in Fawnskin. He was looking forward to 

bringing his spirit of service to the Moose community projects. 

Carl and June loved to travel. They visited cousins in Germany and Austria, 

went deep sea fishing in Cabo, escorted Lions' youth exchange students to 

Japan, and took a cruise through the Panama Canal and recently a cruise 

to Alaska. They spent many years traveling around the U.S. and Canada in 

their motor home, sometimes bringing the grandchildren with them. Carl's 

last trip was with his family, when he surprised June with a family cruise to 

Mexico for her 80
th
 birthday in December 2015. 

 

Thoughts about Carl… 

When I met Carl Decker I was 28 years old, an Assistant Manager at 

Sav-on Drug #45 in Downey California and he was truly a “larger than 

life” figure both in stature and in his “soft-spoken” approach.   

Carl was never afraid to “call it like he saw it” and let the chips fall 

wherever they might.  He had a very dynamic group in old District 5 and I 

still remember the first District meeting I attended after being promoted to 

Store Manager.  I was running late and just knew I was going to get my 

tail chewed when I arrived at old store #17 in Lakewood California.   

The meetings were held in the cavernous basement of what used to be I 

believe a W.T. Grant store.  Well, when I arrived there was a very dark 

downstairs and over in one corner was the lighted area where I could 

see the Managers already sitting waiting for the meeting to start.  I 

tiptoed up to the back corner of the chairs and thinking myself very lucky 

I sat down unnoticed in the very last chair in the very last row.  Just as I 

began to breathe again, the person next to me turned and it was Carl 

who said something like…”Quinn!  You better get to every meeting on 

time!”   

Now that I think about it, that is probably why to this day I arrive before 

anyone else at every meeting…I learned a lesson from Carl that day and 

it was just the first of many. 

It was Carl who taught me how to use a hammer correctly.  My store’s 

Ice Cream Department needed a minor remodel and so on the appointed 

Monday morning, I’m there waiting for the construction crew when Carl 

arrived with his tool belt, his skil-saw, and a big smile on his face.  During 

the course of us remodeling the department I was driving some nails and 

he looked at me and said “Quinn don’t you know how to use a hammer?”  

Shortly thereafter I did and that is another lesson that has come in handy 

over the years. 

When I think of Carl Decker I think of someone who was a tough task-

master on the outside, he had very high standards and was never afraid 

to jump in and get things going himself.   

I also think about a good friend and mentor who spent many years after 

his 40 year career with Sav-on making a real difference in the lives of so 

many less fortunate than he was.  He loved a challenge, and he loved 

his wife June and his family and his many friends and teammates at the 

Lion’s Club where he poured so much effort and love into his next 

career.  He was always ready to help and to lead from the heart. 

 
I will miss him a great deal, and will continue to think of him often, 
especially when using a hammer or when running late! 

Dan Quinn 
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Please access the website 

in the People >> In 
Memoriam section to 

see additional notices of 
the passing of Osco and  
Sav-on employees. 

On Behalf of the Alumni Club,  
We Extend Our Deepest Sympathies to 
the Families Having Lost Loved Ones 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=3&Itemid=5
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