
'Straw people' exhibit in St. Clair cele-

brates essential workers  

 

St. Clair Garden Club helms display…….An eyeful of happi-

ness greets walkers, joggers, bicyclists and drivers as they 

pass by the south end of St. Clair's riverside Palmer Park: 

The St. Clair Garden Club's annual straw people display.  

"This year with coronavirus affecting so many people, we 

are so grateful to all the essential workers that have been 

helping everyone though this pandemic," said Nancy 

Diebold, a member of the garden club. "So the theme of 

our straw people is 'Thank You, Essential Workers!'"  The 

display stars a gang of colorful, straw-stuffed people, all of 

them essential.   

  There are 17 straw people in the display in Palmer Park – 

at the south end by the Voyageur and the (pedestal) 

clock," said Diebold. "There are a Neiman’s Market work-

er, fireman, post office worker, policeman, teacher, EMS 

worker, pharmacist, hair stylist, nurse, doctor, American 

patriot, another nurse and an Ace Hardware worker, San-

ta, a snowman and straw Christmas tree person," said 

Diebold.  The Neiman's Family Market straw person is 

wearing a Neiman's ball cap and sweatshirt that says, 

"Good to Go. Order online. Curbside pickup." The firefight-

er, police officer, EMS worker, CVS pharmacist, nurse, pa-

triot and Ace worker wave American flags. The postal 

work wears a USPO cap with a flag on her shirt. The 

snowman has a carrot for a nose. The teacher carries a 

box of supplies, including Cat in the Hat book. Christmas 

packages are sprinkled throughout the lineup.  Behind 

the 17 straw people rises a big banner that says, "Thank 

you!"  "It's the seventh annual display," said Sandy Davis, 

who chairs the event and who launched it in 2014.  Four-

teen garden club members participated in making the 

straw people and wrapping the gift boxes. Normally, they 

gather in Davis's garage and make everything at once. 

This year, because of the novel coronavirus, Davis spread 

out the work.  "I had three dates for the straw people, 

with three or four people in my garage at once," Davis 

said. "Then we spent one day wrapping the gifts."  How 

long does it take to make a single straw person?  "I'm the 

one who dreamt this up, so I can do one pretty quickly," 

Davis said.  A novice would take longer.  "It also depends 

on the how much embellishment each person gets," Davis 

said. "But it's anywhere from one to two hours."  Davis 

considered suspending the exhibit this year because of 

the pandemic.  "But if we ever needed to do it, it was 

this year," she said. "It's so well received by the residents 

of the city and the surrounding communities."  Davis 

hopes to keep the display up until Christmas, but it de-

pends on the weather and how well the straw people 

hold up.  "They're tucked in pretty well," she said.   

 

Jim Bloch is a freelance writer; bloch.jim@gmail.com. 

 

This article focuses on the "Thank you" message to all essen-

tial workers which our Garden Club organized in St Clair.  As 

chairperson of this yearly display, this year I changed it from 

an autumn theme to a Christmas theme.  It is much appreci-

ated by many. Love, Sandy And Dick Davis 
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Next Board Meeting 3/13/2021 

 

Board Meeting 

 Highlights  

12/12/2020 

The Board ZOOM meeting convened with 14 

of 17 members present.  The Club is finan-

cially sound with a balance of $17,571.50.  

The 2021 Corporate filing has been complet-

ed.  As of 12/8 we have 21 members unpaid 

and the Board will reach out to them.  The 

Board unanimously approved increasing the 

hourly rate for Club support from $15.00 

per hour to $20.00 per hour, effective 

1/1/21.  For the foreseeable future all Club 

events have been postponed due to the 

Pandemic.  Curt Larson and Ray Delcourt will 

not be seeking re-election on the 

2021/2022 ballot, thanks to both of them 

for their contributions while serving on the 

Board of Directors.  The recent Survey Mon-

key results were reviewed by the Board 

which supports the committee's recommen-

dations to improve Alumni communication.  

2021.  Dues letters are in process and will be 

in the mail by January 22nd.  The attending 

Board members participated in a video Holi-

day greeting which was emailed to all of our 

Club membership and a significant number 

of company alumni.  A great job by Dan 

Quinn and Ray Delcourt on creating the Holi-

day greeting.  The Board extends best wish-

es for a Healthy, Happy and a return to nor-

mal life in 2021 to our entire alumni mem-

bership; above all mask up and be well! 

2020 November 4th: Doug Fetzer 

2020 November 6th: Beverly Sawyer 

2020 November 9th: Tom Dyer 

2020 November 16th: Jim and Maureen Holt 

2020 November 10th: Sheryl Morris 

2020 December 5th: Jim Johnson 

2020 December 4th: Jim Beal 

2020 December 20th: Janice Ann Beal 

Board Meeting 
Highlights  

Month DD, YYYY  

http://oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/2292-2020-november-4th-doug-fetzer
http://oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/2293-2020-november-6th-beverly-sawyer
http://oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/2295-2020-november-9th-tom-dyer
http://oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/2297-2020-november-16th-jim-and-maureen-holt
http://oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/2298-2020-november-10th-sheryl-morris
http://oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/2300-2020-december-5th-jim-johnson
http://oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/2302-2020-december-4th-jim-beal
http://oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/people/in-memoriam/2303-2020-december-20th-janice-ann-beal




     Harvey Dewees………..We currently reside in Laconia NH,  August 29th, 2020 marked our 50th year, or golden 

wedding anniversary for Sharon and I, and we celebrated in Northport, Maine.  We spent a week with our family at a 

100+ year old house on the coast of Penobscot Bay, We enjoyed the company of 

their sons Alex and wife Vickie, Aaron and wife Cathy, Adam and Wife Sarah, along 

with granddaughters Zoey and Penel- ope.  Grandsons Tyler and Travis were not 

able to attend.  We spent the week sailing on the Schooner Surprise in the bay 

out of Camden, Maine while enjoying lobsters from a local lobster pound.  I re-

tired after 40 years in Retail Pharma- cy.  We were married while I was attending 

Purdue University School of Pharma- cy and Sharon was instrumental in helping 

me achieve my Pharmacy degree.  Sharon is also retired after working several 

years in a plant nursery, flower and gift shop.  Most recently, Sharon managed 

floral gardens for the weeing venue, The Preserve, in Tamworth, New Hampshire. 

     Kevin Campbell…...On July 3rd of this year I retired from Home of the Sparrow, Inc. after nine years of ser-

vice.  Leaving HOS ended a 44 yr. career in Retail Management under many banners, formats, and locations with 

profit and not for profit organizations.  Five months into retirement have been busy. Most importantly,  I have 

been able to help more as a caretaker for my 93 yr. old father.   I take many walks, bike rides, have played several 

rounds of golf, and have made several trips to my Dads Lakehouse in Northern Wisconsin.  I now am able to in-

crease my involvement in my Knights of Columbus Council and spend more time pursuing my singer/songwriter 

aspirations.  I get to- gether with a good friend 

once or twice a week playing and writing mu-

sic.   We have a You Tube site called "Kev and 

Rob's Music...aka Frank- ies Fools" where we have 

some of our songs and videos.  We are also part of  a 

band called "Ps150" and we have made a handful of 

live performances.  At- tached is a photo of Ps150 

performing at a neigh- borhood Block Party in 

Cary,IL.  As busy as things have been, my retire-

ment will experience a new frontier when the winter 

weather hits and out- door activities become more 

limited but thus far it has been a blast.   I am forev-

er grateful to the advice and insistence of my first 

Osco store manager, the late Don Gokey, who made 

sure I understood the benefits of JCRE when I 

reached eligibility status as an Assistant Manager.  My wife Cindi continues to work.  We still reside in Algonquin, 

Roger Carpenter…Fortunately both Barb and I have remained COVID free.  It’s a scary and restrictive time in 

our society but all we can do is practice good hygiene and daily protection procedures.  The virus has certainly cur-

tailed our life style as we rarely eat out, spend far less time than normal with children/grandchildren, and have 

missed many opportunities to socialize with friends. I have been in our church only once since early March and that 

was to attend a friend’s funeral.  Thank goodness our parish has live streaming Mass on YouTube.  The China virus 

even forced me to cancel my annual 10 day fishing trip to Minnesota for the first time in over 20 years.  We had 

our home constructed in Naperville in 1976 and have lived here since.  Since this past March “NOT MUCH” is what 

we’ve been up to. This pandemic that has spread across our country and dramatically affected the manner in 

which we carry on our daily lives.  Can’t even go to the store without a face mask.  Most of our socializing and all 

of our entertainment has been cancelled or postponed.  Thank goodness both our White Sox and Cubs are playing 

great baseball so we have some recreational outlet, even if just on TV.  We have reservations for 2 weeks in Puer-

to Vallarta, a week in Cabo, and 2 weeks in Scottsdale this winter but will no doubt cancel if COVID situation 

doesn’t get better.  Barb loves to travel so we have shared many great vacations.  Our most recent trip last Janu-

ary was to Kona on the big island of Hawaii.  We had been to Oahu and Maui 3 previous times but Hawaii is unique, 

distinctive and very enjoyable.  Probably our “best vacation” ever was 2 1/2 weeks that Barb put together to 

southern France and Spain.  She made all the arrangements and it turned out great!  Highlights were Provence, 

Marseille, Avignon, Cassis, Chateauneuf de Pape, Madrid, Toledo, and Barcelona.                Continued on page 5….. 



     Continued from page 4…..Barb had some help from our Time Share people but she assembled a plan for each 

day including lodging, sights to visit, high speed train connections, etc.  My major, maybe only, contribution 

was picking the restaurants and was the food ever delicious.  Wow, it is hard to whittle a list of great memo-

ries but I will share a few.  First, Barb and I both had job offers from Osco when we were seniors in pharmacy 

school at Nebraska.  The job offers were in Rockford, IL and neither of us had even been inside an Osco 

store.  So over Spring break we drove to Rockford to check it out.  When we walked into each store and in-

troduced ourselves to the Manager (Jerry Klinghammer for me and Walt Meinheart at Barb’s store) it was an 

instant welcoming committee.  Not "are you going to accept our offer" but "when can you start”.  The enthu-

siasm and family atmosphere made an immediate impression on us and I told Barb as we exited the store 

that this is the outfit we are going to go to work for.  Little did I know that in 2-3 years as the company's 

Pharmacy Recruiter I would be the “pitch man” selling the graduating pharmacists on an Osco career.  What 

an exciting time!!!!  After I became a Store Manager it was always fun to attend the annual Manager’s Meet-

ing and Christmas Show, usually at Pheasant Run. The all night (or nearly all night) poker games were a detri-

ment to both my physical and financial health.  I was an attendee initially but later as a merchandiser I on the 

planning and presenting team.  After running a store I was moved into the Merchandising Dept. at 3030.  I 

was responsible for the Candy category as well as a slew of other commodities that I was equally inept at and 

initially incapable of keeping all those balls in the air.  So after my first Christmas the price of raw sugar was 

going through the roof.  The people at Bob’s Candy, our candy cane supplier, told me that if I would come 

down to their Georgia headquarters and place firm orders for the following Christmas’ needs, they would 

produce the product at that day’s sugar price and store it until we requested shipment the following Octo-

ber (they made candy canes year around and stored in temp/humidity controlled warehouses).  So off I go 

with my purchasing records and all the enthusiasm that a rookie buyer can generate.  Upon returning I 

showed my Merchandise Mgr. the humongous non-cancellable order that I had placed on behalf of the compa-

ny as well as a more moderately humongous calculation of the extra profit that I made for Uncle Osco.  Well, 

unbeknown to me there were historic rules and restrictions on the size of an order that a Buyer can place 

and I had just surpassed those parameters by a magnitude of 20 or 25 times.  So the problem eventually bub-

bled up to Have Ready, VP Merchandising, and John Spurlock, VP Marketing.  All of a sudden I went from zero 

to hero.  They said that is the kind of entrepreneurial spirit we want to kindle in our Merchandising Dept. and 

in the next weeks department meeting I was singled out as an example of how a Buyer can impact the com-

pany’s bottom line and the antiquated restrictions were lifted.  Another vivid but bitter memory was when 

the Merchandise Mgrs. (Braden, Dvorak, myself, Osterman, Paul Pence, John Brooks) and VP’s (Bob Quayle, 

Mike Kaplan, Russ Wright, and Herb Young) held an off-site planning meeting at Green Lake, Wisconsin.  The 

question presented to us was “how would we go about structuring our merchandising team if the Turn Style 

volume was absent and a corresponding amount of overhead was to be eliminated?”  So we are sitting there 

planning our own demise.  It was like being in a court room where you are not only the accused, but also the 

jury.  Or being at a wake where you are both in the coffin and in crowd paying tribute to you. Anyway, the 

soft-goods guys went on to other careers and the Osco folks ended up doing other functions temporarily and 

stayed on until the conclu- sion of their careers.  Lastly, I 

would share that being on the Alumni Club board for 14 

years and President for 11 of those years was a very re-

warding experience.  My final few years of active work 

were kind of a downer for me, not the work itself but 

that somebody no longer supported or appreciated the 

work I was doing.  I made the choice that rather than 

being bitter about a career decision for me that I felt was 

totally inappropriate that I would finish my work years 

with the same positive atti- tude that I always had.  Then 

when I did retire Tork invit- ed me to be on the Alumni 

Board of Directors.  It was very rewarding and a great 

opportunity to stay in touch with the hundreds of 

people who you interacted with and whose lives you 

touched.  We really worked hard at sustaining the Osco/

Savon culture and, with the assistance of some terrific 

folks that served on the board with me, made great strides in growing the membership in the organization. 

Gary and his terrific staff are continuing those trends and we should all thankful to them for their fantastic 

and dedicated service. So to all my fantastic friends - - - sending best wishes for good health and happi-

ness.  God bless each of you and please make every stride that you can to stay in touch with your                     

friends from the past!!!!!! 



WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO THE OLD OSCO DRUG STORES IN MON-

TANA ………Although all the Osco Drug stores ceased to exist as we knew them with 

the CVS takeover, some of the stores exited the market before the 2006 takeover.  

After 5 days on the road, 2121 miles driven, $680 spent, a cracked windshield, two 

rounds of golf and a lot of beer here is the story as I remember it being the last district 

manger with Osco in Montana.   
submitted by Curt Larson                                                                

        continued on pages 7 & 8 

Peter Bartholomew……….Forty years ago, after working as a Police Officer for Wood-

stock, New Hampshire PD, Peter B. began his ca- reer with  Osco/Savon Stores which evolved 

thru mergers to the Albertsons we know today. Peter has held various leadership roles in Asset 

Protection and Customer Service (Director, Vice President, etc.) during his tenure, excelling in 

every position he held with his outstanding spirit and leadership.  Peter’s daily dedication, leader-

ship, mentorship, friendship, passion for the busi- ness working with all business partners over the 

years is unsurpassed. Peter is truly the Best of the Best…the drive, tenacity, spirit and energy 

he has brought to the business is infectious. We truly appreciate all Peter has done for the Asset 

Protection Department and the Albertsons/ Vons/Pavilions (SOCAL) Division over the years. 

His influence and leadership over the years has benefited the company across the country. He has mentored many 

Asset Protection and Operations Team Members during his career who are now in leadership roles in the company 

sharing his insights, experience, positive outlook and passion for the job!!  Peter has a TERRIFIC WIFE Kate and FAMILY 

who have supported him over the years which has allowed him to provide an outstanding service to the company!!! 

Wishing Peter B. the Very Best on his 40 Year Anniversary!!  The SOCAL Asset Protection Team and Division Asset Pro-

tection Teams…Your Friends for infinity and beyond!!  Ron Foss, CFI, Division Asset Protection Manager – ORC 



 

     Miles City……….truly is in the middle of nowhere being 4 hours west of Bismarck and 2 hours east of 

Billings.  Although the old store was very little it was very profitable mainly due to the 

pharmacy.  Our pharmacist there, Chai Chap- man, was the best known pharmacist in 

town and he was the pharmacist to the peo- ple of Miles City.  We relocated to our new 

store, now Red Rock Sporting Goods, in the early 90’s and closed it about 10 years 

later when Walmart entered the market.  We competed with Walmart for a few years as 

we had the best employees in town and the older clientele appreciated the service we 

gave.  Some of the managers that went through Miles City 914 include Steve 

Hankel, Al Lightner, Doug Doolittle, Dan Ras- mussen, and Scott Klein. 

   Anaconda………… was the very first Osco Drug store in the state of Montana.  The 

store was opened on July 17, 1967 with Charlie Haeffner being the first manag-

er.  Charlie remained the manager until he retired September 30, 1995.  Since then the 

only two managers to run the store were Rick Wagner and Greg Oxnam so in other 

words we’ve only had 3 managers in this store in 53 years.  Incredible!!!  Anaconda is 

an old copper mining town about 30 miles north-

west of Butte.  It’s landmark is a 585 foot tall 

smokestack, the tallest freestanding masonry 

structure ever recorded. 

     Billings ……..There were two stores that were former Skaggs stores that were converted to Osco Drugs after the 

American Drug Store merger.  These stores were very large facilities compared to the typical midwestern Osco.  The 

largest one was 2247 in Billings Heights which is now a Big Lots.  This store closed in 2005 after putting up with the 

Walmart that moved across the street a few years before.  Managers of this store included Larry Griffin, Judy Fugles-

tad, Bob Guiles, Jerry Rivinius, and Dan Sweet.  Store 2043 was in the West Park Plaza in Billings.  This was another 

large store big enough to carry a large beer and wine section.  Jerry Rivinius did a great job building that business as 

Osco was the wine destination for hundreds of miles around Billings.  Managers that worked in 2043 included Bob 

Guiles, Jerry Rivinius, Mark Western and Jim Klieman.  A flower shop is now located near to where the store was locat-

ed as that part of the mall was rebuilt. Back in the 70’s and 80’s there where the Buttrey Osco combo stores that 

are currently operated as Albertsons/Osco’s. 

2043 
2247 

l-r Dan Sweet, Linda Johnson, Curt Larson,               

Elsie Harsha  & Jim Klieman 

     Missoula ……...has always been one of my favorite stops in Montana.  A very picturesque college town that 

has some of the friendliest people around.  This was always an overnight stay as there is always so much to do in 

the area with good food and drink.  Although this was a great place to live we went through more managers here 

than in any other market.  Managers include Ron Ulrich, Byron Croaker, Coleman Nay, Steve Smith, Dennis Johnson, 

Rich Braley, Terry Madson Dex McCreary, Rees Davies, Sean Murphy and John Cummings 

Charlie Haeffner 



     Bozeman……... was one of the more beautiful and upscale towns in Montana.  It is located near Yellowstone Na-

tional Park and Big Sky ski area therefore we had many tourist as our customers.  One of the claims to fame for the 

Bozeman store is the it would do over a $100,000 in beer and wine sales per week around the Christmas holi-

days.  Managers that worked in Bozeman store include Larry DeRoche, Steve Hankel, Al Hoskins and Kurt Gummer. 

Kurt Gummer and Dick Cook 

     Butte….. known as the “richest hill on earth” is an old mining town that mined 

mostly silver.  The original store was a Skaggs drug store inside the Butte Mall.  We 

relocated to the current strip center in the early 90’s and it currently is being oper-

ated as a CVS drug store.  The most recent managers include Joe Blitch, Judy Fugel-

stad, Dave Fillbach, Greg Oxnam, and Rick Wagner who has been the manager for the 

last 24 years. 

     Great Falls …..was the only Montana store that I actually worked in.  I was a second 

assistant and main pharmacist in a Osco Buttrey store in 1974.  It was a great time early 

in my career.  Great Falls was unique in that after the Ameri-

can Drug store merger with Osco Drug we actually ran two 

stores in the same mall for several years.  Osco Drug was on 

one end of the mall and Skaggs was at the other end of the 

mall.  The Skaggs store eventually changed its banner to Osco 

Drug.  The old Osco store eventually closed but we continued 

to operate the old Skaggs store as a Osco Drug store.  Great 

Falls for many years was he highest volume and most profita-

ble store in Montana.  Managers the worked in the free stand-

ing Osco stores include Mike Tilton, Phil Dunham and Rees Da-

vies.  Jack O’Connell ran the Western Region out of Great 

Falls. 

     Helena…..Osco Drug bought 2 small independent drug stores in the mid 90’s with the intent of relocating 

them into Osco prototype stores but it never happened.  Currently they are operating in the same locations as CVS 

drug stores. Some of the managers that went through this market include Judy Fugelstad, Rob Merzlak, Paul Platis-

ta and Tom Barnes. 

Phil Dunham & Rees Davies 

Rick Wagner 


