
 
 

 

 

Chicagoland Autumn Dinner 

The annual Chicagoland Autumn Alumni Dinner was celebrated 
at the Stonewood Ale House in Schaumburg, Illinois on Friday, 
September 26. Nearly 40 alumni members and their spouses 
were in attendance. 
The evening began 
with an assortment of 
delicious hot 
appetizers and an 
hour of socializing. 
Dinner followed with 
entrée choices to 
delight the palate. 
Guests chose either 
Grilled Salmon, Wood 
Grilled BBQ Pork 
Chops or Wood Grilled Skirt Steak. All choices were from the 
chef’s award winning selections that included a Chopped Salad 
and homemade Yukon Gold Mashed Potatoes with Sautéed 
Vegetables and Banana Cream Pie in a Jar for dessert.  
Everyone marveled at the terrific service and outstanding meal 
preparation.                                                      (continued on page 7) 
 

Details emerge on Albertsons-

Safeway structure post-merger 

AB Acquisition LLC (Albertsons) and Safeway announced the 

new senior leadership team and division leaders for the 
combined company that will take effect upon the closing of the 
proposed merger transaction, which is pending customary 
regulatory approvals. The details on the post-merger structure 

provide a clear picture of just how unclear a process it is to 
continuously buy, sell and merge grocery chains, as 
owners Cerberus Capital Management have done. The new, 
new Albertsons, which will include chains such as Jewel-Osco, 
Acme, Lucky, Shaws/Star Market, Randalls, Carrs and a slew 
of others, will be broken into 14 divisions operating in three 
regions.  Safeway president and CEO, Robert Edwards, will 
serve as the combined company's president and CEO.  
Albertsons is acquiring Safeway’s 1,331 stores, 13 distribution 
centers, and 19 manufacturing facilities.  The company will 
have three corporate headquarters - one in Boise, ID where 
Albertsons is based; one in Pleasanton, CA, home of Safeway; 
and one in Phoenix. There are no plans to re-banner Safeway 
stores or any of the other chains in the Safeway family.                                                     
                                                            (see related story on page 10) 

 

CVS Caremark Changes its 

Corporate Name 

Pointing to its expanding health care commitment in several 
sectors and its ability to drive innovations that will be needed in the 
future, CVS Caremark Corp. has changed its corporate name to 
CVS Health. 
 
The announcement came in early September, occurring on the 
same day that 
CVS halted 
tobacco sales 
in its drug 
stores. 
 
“CVS Health 
is changing 
the way 
health care is 
delivered to 
increase 
access, lower 
costs and 
improve 
quality,” noted 
president and 
chief 
executive officer Larry Merlo. “As a pharmacy innovation company 
at the forefront of a changing health care landscape, we are 
delivering breakthrough products and services, from advising on 
prescriptions to helping manage chronic and specialty conditions.” 
 
CVS Health includes the company’s retail business (7,700 retail 
pharmacies), which continues to be called CVS/pharmacy; its 
pharmacy benefit management business, which is known as 
CVS/caremark; its 900 walk-in medical clinics, CVS/minuteclinic; 
and its growing specialty pharmacy services, CVS/specialty.                       
                                                                         (continued on page 11) 

             

Inside this issue 

2 Club News 

4 Recent Social Events 

9 Alumni Events Calendar 

10 Industry News 

12 Flashback 

14 Member News 

18 In Memoriam 

Volume 21  Issue 3         oscosavonalumni.com                               Fall 2014 

Inside this Issue 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/clubnews/8-recent-events/1565-2014-chicagoland-autumn-dinner-highlights
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/
http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php/5-admin2/admin2/1551-cvs-caremark-changes-corporate-name-to-reflect-commitment-to-health-care


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
There were quite a few alumni social 
events to report in the past quarter.   
There are many photos and other 
news items which I could not fit in this 
edition but have been posted in 
articles at the club’s website.  Please 
keep your photos and write-ups 
coming.  Our members are always 
thrilled to see photos and read about 
colleagues.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at one 
of our upcoming social events.  If you 
have never attended one, you don’t 
know what you’re missing.  This year 
we’ve expanded events to take place 
in markets where we’ve never had 
reunions. 
 
Autumn is off to a great start. 
Hopefully we will not experience a 
horrible winter as 2013-2014.  Maybe 
most of you will be able to escape to 
warmer climates!!!   

 
 

Barbara Salerno 
Editor, Connections  

    Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club 
P.O. Box 1024       
Lombard, IL 60148-8024 

oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Stan’s our Man 

 
Retired board member and former co-
editor Stan Carlson has stepped up 
and volunteered to assist in writing 
periodic articles of interest for 
Connections  including “Where are 
they now?” and updates on previous 
“Reflections” series. Stan’s features 
will start in December. 

 

 

 
Check Your Mail  

In October! 

 
 

To offset the increased costs of printing 
and postage, last year the club limited 
the home mailings of the quarterly 
Connections newsletters, sending only 
to members requesting to be mailed a 
hard copy. While electronic 
communication is prevalent in our 
everyday lives, we have been 
disappointed with the low number of 
members accessing the Connections 
newsletter at the website.  Sort of akin to 
removing red sales tickets, budgeting 
higher promotional sales and not getting 
them!  Therefore, this edition is being 
mailed to our entire membership in an 
effort to ensure we are doing our very 
best to share our content.  During the 
upcoming months we’ll work hard to 
determine how frequent the club can 
afford to share via printed copies and 
still utilize the electronic version of 
Connections for expanded content, more 
photos and colorful issues.  As 
requested by members, we now format 
our newsletters in PDF format so they 
can be read easier on iPads, tablets and 
other mobile devices and linked to other 
materials on the internet. If you are 
reading the electronic version of this 
issue of Connections, be sure to click or 
tap on blue/underscored links, photos 
and graphics within this issue to access 
additional information.  In the last year, 
the club has expanded newsletter 
content to 20 to 32 pages.  Remember, if 
you have missed past issues of 
Connections, twenty-plus years of issues 
are available at the website. 
 
The club has a Facebook page: 
Osco/Sav-on Alumni.  We are asking 
for a few members to volunteer as 
administrators.  If interested, please 
contact Barbara. 
 
. 
 

 

 

 
Board Meeting 

Highlights 

August 15, 2014 
 

 Treasurer John Fields advised 
that club finances are in good 
order and will follow up with our 
attorney for the 2015 Illinois 
certification renewal 

 Diane Heatter reported 
Jewel/Osco Flashes employee 
newsletter has ceased.  We will 
retain the current newsletter 
archive online 

 Barbara Salerno asked board 
members to follow-up with 
members who are not current 
with 2014 membership dues 

 Larry Wahlstrom indicated the 
New England Osco reunion was 
very successful. Larry is working 
with Ron Cardarelli to coordinate 
a reunion event for Indiana, 
Michigan and downstate Illinois 
targeted for spring 2015 

 Dean Kelsey plans to attend one 
of Doug Rasmussen’s Northside 
Osco  managers get together to 
see if there’s interest among 
store managers to join the club  

 Dan Quinn indicated plans are 
underway for the October 2014 
Sav-on 2

nd
 annual reunion and 

for a Sav-on 70
th
 anniversary 

gala event in July 2015. 
 
If there are any strategic topics or 
other matters that you would like to 
have the board address, please 
contact any of the club’s board 
members. 

Next board meeting:  
Friday, October 31, 2014 
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Return of the 
ROMEO Club 

 

 
The first fall ROMEO Brunch for the 
season took place on September 19 
at the General Store in Scottsdale, 
AZ.   The group meets Fridays now 
through March 2015.  If you would like 
to be added to the weekly reminder 
list, please email Gerry Bay 
geralddbay@me.com. Ken Walker 
was the founder of the ROMEO 
“Retired Osco Merchandisers Eating 
Out” chapter. Always looking for an 
excuse to socialize, Ken was driven to 
form this gathering and of course, to 
give it a proper acronym.  Remember, 
you need not be retired, an Osco 
alumnus, a merchandiser or 
necessarily dine in order to drop by at 
any of the weekly gatherings  

 

The Juliets 

 
As an equivalent to the ROMEO Club, 
The Juliets is a monthly luncheon 
group formed last year. The group 
meets on the 3

rd
 Thursday of each 

month at the General Store in 
Scottsdale, Arizona.  Upcoming dates 
include October 16

th
, November 20

th
 

and December 18
th 

at noon. Locals, 
vacationers and snowbirds and all are 
welcome to join us.  If you would like 
to be added to a monthly email 
reminder list, please contact Carol 
Keil (Brent’s wife) at ckeil@cox.net. 
 

Welcome 
New Members 

 
 

 

Cue, Chuck (Karen)   
4 Rock Pond Road   
Windham, NH  03087-2221   
Phone: (603) 315-0003   
Email: cuenh@comcast.net 
 

Hatem, Tom   
34 Ross Drive  Londonderry, NH  
03053-3589   
Phone: (603) 703-3587   
Email: thatem@crhc.org 
 

Riley, Bobbie   
1S853 Grove Hill Drive   
Batavia, IL  60510-9520   
Phone: (630) 362-1033   
Email: bobbie.riley@albertsons.com 
 

Spellman, John  
18827 N Celosia Lane   
Surprise, AZ  85387-6473   
Phone: (480) 282-3982   
Email: john.m.spellman@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

 
If reading Connections via a PC,  

an iPad, tablet or other mobile device, 
click on any of the links below to quickly 

log-in and access club resources: 
 
 

Member Directory 
 
 

 

Connections Archive 
 
 
 

People Magazine Archive 
 
 
 

Events Calendar 
 
 
 

In Memoriam 
 
 
 

Where are they Now 
 

 

Update your Member Profile 
 
 
 
 

 

Osco Reunions are 
Westward Bound 

 

 
 
 

First stop Boston, next stop 
Indianapolis! Based on the HUGE 
success of the New England Reunion 
last June, Ron Cardarelli and Larry 
Wahlstrom are in the process of 
planning the next Osco alumni 
bonanza - an Indiana / Michigan / 
downstate Illinois reunion slated for 
Friday, June 19, 2015.  The Indy 2015 
Osco Reunion planning committee 
includes Ron, Larry, John Nieman, 
Gerry Pearsall and Rob Wibbeler.  
We’re looking for volunteers to assist 
with this event.  If you can help, 
please phone or email Ron 
rcard217@comcast.net  or Larry 
larrywahlstrom@gmail.com. Creative, 
fun ideas and people are needed to 
help coordinate the event. 
 
 

 
 

 
Possible future Osco and Sav-on 
social events and reunions are in the 
discussion stages for the Kansas City, 
Iowa, Nebraska and Las Vegas 
markets.  We’re hopeful that our 
regional activities will enable many 
alumni and drugstore colleagues to 
re-connect, socialize and celebrate 
their careers. For over twenty years 
the Osco/Sav-on Alumni Club has 
provided a means for people to 
maintain connections, friendships and 
the ability to network well after 
retirement or moving on in their 
careers.  We’ll be sure to keep you 
posted in advance of upcoming 
events and recap the highlights and 
share photos from these events.  Up 
to the moment info is posted at the 
club’s website. 
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Summer Outing in Minnesota 

by Gary Hunstiger 
 

Brent and Carol Keil organized the 5
th

 Annual Captain Jack’s Osco Alumni gathering on Prior Lake, MN, 

a dinner which took place on Monday, June 30.  Record rainfall in Minnesota this spring and an early 
summer nearly had Captain Jack’s outdoor patio area under water; sandbags were still in place awaiting 

the next rainfall!  Thankfully the “no wake” restrictions on the Lake kept feet dry. 
 
In attendance were Brent and Carol Keil, Bruce and Carol Keil (another 
Carol), Rich and Emma Mariscal, Keil friends Jim and Kathy Thomas, 
Jane and Gary Hunstiger.  The Keil twins, Bruce and Brent, get together 

every summer in Minnesota in part to celebrate their birthdays as well as taking a break from the heat for the 
Arizona Keils.  The number of attendees fluctuates over the years as Alumni members, Lyle and Connie 
Grafelman and Doug Goldsworthy were unable to attend this year.  Also not attending this year were Greg 
and Gloria Costa and Dave Janowicz as they have moved on to other 

opportunities.  No one knows why John Segal would miss a cold one and a dinner on the Lake! 
 
A great time was had by all reminiscing 
about the past as well as the price of gas 
and the weather! 

 

 

 

 

Osco Get-Together in Iowa 

by Lowell Hartsock 
 

A fun gathering of former Osco store personnel and their spouses was held on Thursday, August 16 in 
Waterloo, Iowa, at the South Town Cafe.  Following lunch, the 
afternoon was spent reminiscing and catching up with each other and 
hearing about the latest family.  In attendance were:  Wayne and 
Nancy Davis and daughter Tina, Rodger and Geneva McWhirter 
and daughter Kathy, Jerry and Char Millard, Ron and Pat Barr, 
Dennis and Marcy Groteboer, Ken and Shirley Fletcher, Pat and 
Pam Gulbranson, Mike Magnuson, Dick Kidd and Lowell and Joy 
Hartsock.  The group gets together several times a year and others 

who attend are Vern and Jean Miller, Gary and Vicki Hruby as well 
as Roger and Diane Schnebly.  We extend a sincere invitation to all 

from the Osco family to join us at future luncheons.  Upcoming events 
will be posted in advance on the alumni club calendar.   Please email 
Lowell Hartsock (lowellandjoy@imonmail.com) for details.  Later in 
August, Don and Phyllis Clay, Marvin and Doris Brown, Bev 
Sawyer, Lowell and Joy Hartsock met in the little Swedish tourist 

town of Bishop Hill, Illinois.  Don, Marv, Lowell and Bev’s deceased 
husband, Ernie, worked together in Waterloo, Iowa at Osco #805 in 
the mid 1950’s.  Christmas letters and cards kept the friends in 
contact until five years ago when the Clays, Browns and Bev first met 
in Bishop Hill.  Lowell and Joy joined the group the following 
year.  Family photos and news were shared, shops and a museum 
were visited and this year hearing about Marv Brown’s Honor Flight 
trip to Washington DC was a highlight.  Those  that  worked for  Osco  

                                                                                                           are  so lucky  as many  have  established  such  wonderful, long  term 
                                                                                                           friendships! 
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Twin Keils:  

Bruce & Brent 

Bruce Keil, Jane Hunstiger, Emma & Rich Mariscal, Mrs. Carol 

(Brent) Keil,  Brent Keil, Mrs. Carol (Bruce) Keil, Gary Hunstiger 

Lowell & Joy Hartsock, Bev Sawyer,  
Marv & Doris Brown, Phyl & Don Clay 
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Lunch at Desert Rays Café  
by Jerry Gonyo 
 

On Saturday, August 23, a small group of alumni 
members ventured out in the Arizona August hot 
sun for lunch and some ‘Osco’ talk.  The day had 
capped a week of monsoon storms in the 
Phoenix area – lots of wind and rain. Normal 
rainfall for the year is seven inches on average, 
but some areas had reached the four inch mark 
in a matter of hours.   
 
In a private room at the restaurant, the group 
explored the new menu choices at Scottsdale’s 
Desert Rays Café formerly known as the Windy 
City Café. All welcomed new member John 
Spellman who, after leaving American Stores 
1997, has spent the last 17 years of his career 
with Petsmart.   Tom and Joan Nielsen are busy 
with their summer activities and travel. The same 
goes for Brent and Carol Keil. Terry Madden 
and Karen Ramos traveled the furthest from 
Fountain Hills, AZ.  Jerry Gonyo shared a 
preview of upcoming alumni plans which were 
discussed at an earlier alumni board meeting. 
 
We’re looking forward to the snowbirds* return so 
we can plan more events. 

1.  
2. *snow·bird snōˌbərd 

A snowbird is someone from the U.S. Northeast, U.S. 
Midwest, Pacific Northwest, or Canada who spends a 
large portion of winter in warmer locales such as 
California, Arizona, Florida, Texas, the Carolinas, or 
elsewhere along the Sun Belt of the southern and 
southwest United States. 

 

 

 

Brent Keil 
John Spellman 

Tom & Joan Nielsen 

Jerry & Darlene 

Gonyo 

Karen Ramos 

Brent Keil 

Carol Keil 

Terry Madden 
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F  A  R  G  O 
L u n c h e o n  

 by Curt Larson 

 
We had our second luncheon in the Fargo-Moorhead area 
on Wednesday, September 17 at the Paradiso Mexican 
restaurant.   There were eleven attendees at the event with 
four new alumni attending for the first time.  All were 
surprised by the guest appearance of Alumni Club 
President Gary Hunstiger, who made the 3½ hour trip from 
Waconia, MN to grace us with his presence.  Gary give an 
update about the founding of the alumni club, the different 
activities in other parts of the country and what we hope to 
achieve in the future with the club.  It took him a couple of 
days to get home as he had to stop in the land of 10,000 
lakes to see if he could catch any fish, which I understand 
he did.  Thanks for coming Gary!! 
 
Ken Hopp continues to work as a pharmacist and seems to 
love what he does.  When not working, he is on the Senior 
Red River Valley Golf Tour.  I see his name as flight 
winners every once in a while so he must not have lost 
much of his game....his continuous smile makes me think 
he is up to something.  Randy Bishoff updated us on his 
recent trip to play golf in Scotland.  It sounds like he had a 
great time playing 5-6 different courses but came home a 
little poorer.  He currently is the construction supervisor of a 
remodeling crew working on his kitchen remodel in Fargo.  
Gary Regelstad joined us for the first time and will be 
invited back.  He was a pharmacist in Kankakee, IL and 
then Moorhead, MN for a total of 28 years.  He and wife live 
on Big Cormorant Lake in Minnesota.  Gary also enjoys golf 
and plans on doing some extensive travel this winter.  
Randy Westrum came to us from Rocky Mountain National 
Park where he has worked in the campgrounds for the last 
2 years.  Good to see Randy and I hope he stays in contact 
while he is not getting his Rocky Mountain high.  If I 
remember right, I think Gary Hunstiger was instrumental in 
hiring Randy about 41 years ago.  Bob Parmer continues 
to heal from surgery on both knees and is back walking at 
least 9 holes almost daily.  He is not carrying his clubs right 
but using a push cart to get around the course.  Bob is 
heading to his Arizona home November 1

st
 to get out of the 

cold.  Cecil Schimke made it down from Grand Forks and 
looking as dapper as I have ever seen him.  His wife Julie 
must be buying his clothes now as he looked very sharp.  
Cecil still makes an almost daily trip to the course to 
continue working on his game and see his golf buddies; 
Dennis Johnson is also from Grand Forks and worked for 
Osco in multiple states for 23 years.  Dennis ended his 
career with Osco as the manager of the Grand Forks 
store.  After he left Osco he bought Wall's Prescription 
Center and has built that into a very successful business 
that he continues to run.  It was good to see Dennis and is 
always welcome to join us in the future.   Rolland Ruff 
continues to keep himself in shape by daily exercise and 
seems to really enjoy that.  Rolland's plan to head to Florida 
this year is on hold for a while as he awaits a medical 
procedure. Hopefully that happens soon so he can spend 
some time later this winter in the warmth.  

Not sure if times are tough for Ron Skarperud or not but 
he was trying to sell golf balls he finds on his golf course 
property in Mayville, ND.  He continues to work 
occasionally for a pharmacy in Moorhead.  Curt Larson 
continues to spend some time at his lake home on Pelican 
Lake in Minnesota. He should have built a bigger one as 
he just found out our 5

th
 grandchild is on its way....all 

under 4.  Golf games have totally gone to hell and might 
have to give up the game for a while as he continues to 
care for wife Jackie. 
 
It was a great time hashing over 397 years of experience 
(average of 36 years per person at the table!) and talking 
about those people that weren't there to defend 
themselves.  A lot of fond memories recalled as we 
updated things as we remember them.  It is amazing how 
we remember the same things in different ways...that is 
part of the fun as the stories get more embellished each 
time they are told. 
 
We are looking forward to another luncheon in early 
December.  Some of the smart people will be south by 
that time but maybe the rest of us can get together for a 
big group hug to stay warm.  The Fargo alumni send 
wishes for a beautiful fall to all the alumni across the 

country. 

Dennis Johnson, Cecil Schimke 

Randy Westrum, Bob Parmer 

Randy Bishoff, Ken Hopp, 

Gary Regelstad 

Ron Skarperud, Rolland Ruff 
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        Dennis Pierni, Ed Buron, Dave & Laura Stailey, Phyllis Pierni 
 

 
 Tork & Shirley Fuglestad, Ruth (Drake) Montgomery, Stan & Mary Carlson 
 
 

 

Larry & Jerry Bejnarowicz, Linda Bogusch, Sheri Hildebrandt, 

Reg Bogusch,  Jerry Hildebrandt 

 
Past & Present Presidents of the 

Alumni Club 
 

Tork Fuglestad, Gary Hunstiger, 

Roger Carpenter   

 

 

 

Chicagoland Autumn Dinner 

by Dean Kelsey                       (continued from page 1) 
 
 

As usual, the focus of this gathering was to see 
old friends and co-workers. It was so great to 
rekindle relationships and enjoy the company 
of the finest associates in the business. 

 
A brief program followed dinner with the host 
Dean Kelsey's opening remarks, 
announcing  that the three Alumni Club 
Presidents were "in the house" this evening: 
Tork Fuglestad - Club Founder and President 
(1992 - 2000), Roger Carpenter President 
(2000 - 2014) and Gary Hunstiger (2014 – 
present). 

 
Dean then asked Larry Anderson to address 
the group on what he has been doing at 
Walgreens HQ these past 11 years. Larry is 
planning to retire in 1½ years.  Both kids are all 
grown and living in Salt Lake City & 
Vancouver. Dean also asked first time alumni 
event attendee Ruth (Drake) Montgomery to 
update us on her life in southern Illinois. 

 
Gary Hunstiger told the group about plans to 
publish the Connections newsletter and mail it 
to all members in addition to posting it on the 
website. The feeling was that many 
members are not getting news of various 
events in a timely manner. Gary also spoke of 
plans to have more regional functions in 2015. 

 
Dave Stailey, member and President of the 
Jewel Retirees Association followed with an 
update on Jewel changes in management 
personnel and his appeal for aluminum pull 
tabs collection on behalf of Ronald McDonald 
House Charity.  

 
The formal comments ended with Dean 
holding the 50/50 raffle for cash prizes: 
Winners were: 

1. Diane Heatter - $50 winner 
2. Jerry Bejnarowicz - $25 winner 
3. Reg Bogusch - $25 winner 

 
The closing drawings were for two "free 
dinners" awarded to the "Early Bird" dinner 
registrants: Laura Stailey and Ken Heatter. 

 
Congratulations to all the winners and thank 
you to all in attendance for making this a 
memorable evening. 
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1. Geri & Don Hoscheit 
2. Barb & John Dvorak,  
        Jerry Hildebrandt, Ed Buron 
3. Larry Bejnarowicz, Diane Heatter,  
        Reg Bogusch 
4. Linda Bogusch, Sheri Hildebrandt 
 
 

5. Paula & Haven Ready 
6. Dave & Laura Stailey 
7. Ruth (Drake) Montgomery,  
        Stan Carlson 
8. Larry & Karen Anderson  

9. Dick & Jeanne Potokar 

10. Shirley & Tork Fuglestad 
11. Jean Reichs, Ken Heatter 
12. Roger & Barb Carpenter 
13. Petra & Dean Kelsey 
14. Rose D'Agostini, Nancy Gorecki,  

        Barb Mazzulla 

Chicagoland Autumn Dinner 2014 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 
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The 2nd Annual Sav-on Reunion takes place on 
Saturday October 11th at the Elk's Lodge in 
Santa Ana, CA.  The first reunion held last year 
was a smashing success.  This dinner is for all 
who attended last year and for others who 
missed the 2013 event.  Bring some of your 
former co-workers to enjoy each other's 
company! 
 

The evening runs from 4:00 PM until 9:00 PM. 
We are keeping the price down to only $30 

because we want YOU to come!!! 
 

This event is being organized by Dan Quinn 
 
Nothing fancy, just a nice dinner with appetizers 
first and a cash bar and... Another chance to talk 
to the many friends we worked with over the 
years! 
 

Click HERE to pay online via credit card or go to 
http://www.payitsquare.com/collect-page/35545 
 
 

or you can mail a check to payable  
Sav-on Reunion 2014 and mail to: 
 

Dan Quinn 
20405 Via Don Quijote 

Yorba Linda, CA  92886 
 

 
 

ROMEO (Retired Osco Merchandisers Eating Out)  

 

 

(Arizona Alumni Golf Outing) 
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Is ‘Shareholder Value’ 

Bad For Business? 

 

It sounds like great management philosophy—but 
critics say we need to get back to a broader vision 
of the purpose of corporations. 
 

The uprising against the owners of Market Basket, 
a New England grocery chain this past summer at 
first looked like a classic showdown between the 
powers that be and the little guys.  In one corner 
stood a coalition of board members and major 
shareholders who think the company should be 
returning higher profits; in the other corner, a 
crowd of employees fiercely devoted to the 
recently fired CEO, who won their loyalty by 
paying high wages, providing generous benefits, 
and handing out regular bonuses. Amazingly, 
even customers had joined the revolt, turning 
Market Basket’s 71 stores into ghost towns and 
costing the company millions of dollars in losses. 

Workers organized a labor movement that has 
been hailed as unprecedented and game-
changing. Victory required extreme discipline and 
tenacity as well as broad-based buy-in to their 
mission by Market Basket customers. These 
laborers made it happen without paying a cent in 
union dues. Workers standing up for, not against, 
management. There was something heartwarming 
about workers risking their necks in the name of a 
beloved former boss. But to observers who know 
how modern corporations work, the protests can 
seem a little naive: After all, everybody knows that 
a corporation is an entity whose first job is to 
maximize profits and deliver the highest return 
possible to its owners. As some commentators 
have noted, Market Basket is a business, and 
demanding that its investors forgo profits in 
service of some greater good goes against 
everything we know about the natural laws of 
capitalism - Unless, of course, it doesn’t. 

Experts on the history of business say the Market 
Basket saga is a window onto something deeper 
than a power struggle among the Demoulas family 
clan that owns the chain. They see it as 
emblematic of a war over the future of the 
American corporation—what its purpose is, how it 
should be run, and whom it should be engineered 
to benefit. They argue that maximizing profit and 
shareholder value—an approach to running 
companies that drives investment on Wall Street 
and serves as the closest thing to modern 
management gospel—is only one way of defining 
corporate success, and a fairly new one at that.  A 
company like IBM or General Motors could be the 
heart of an entire ecosystem of suppliers, 

 
 
 
 
investors, and even civic institutions.  A well-
run company can—and should—be managed 
in a way that benefits not just the investors 
who own its stock, but a wide range of 
constituents. As opposed to “shareholders,” 
they call these people “stakeholders”: a group 
that includes employees, customers, suppliers, 
and creditors, as well as the broader 
community in which the company operates, 
and even the country that it calls home.  
 
According to that view, Market Basket’s 
employees and customers are essential to the 
firm’s success and, thus, rightful beneficiaries 
of its prosperity.  The philosophy of 
shareholder supremacy, initially a reform to 
curb irresponsibility in managers, has ended 
up causing significant problems of its own, say 
Sylla and other critics. CEOs became 
obsessed with stock price at the expense of all 
other considerations. Some, like the 
executives at Enron, went so far as to defraud 
their own stockholders by engineering bogus 
profits. Countless others made short-sighted 
decisions intended to goose earnings, keep 
investors happy, and enrich themselves—all 
without regard for the long-term health of their 
companies. 
 
The broader social effects of the shift toward 
shareholder value are clear, critics say, with 
wages stagnating and unemployment 
remaining stubbornly high even as the stock 
market has rebounded after the recession. 
Meanwhile, if the point was to benefit 
shareholders, it’s not clear that worked either. 
Roger Martin, the former dean of the Rotman 
School of Management at the University of 
Toronto, points out in his 2011 book, “Fixing 
the Game,” that from 1933 to 1976, returns on 

investment in the S&P 500—the decades 
immediately before the “shareholder value” 
took hold—were actually higher than they have 
been since. And Stout notes that in the 20 
years after 1993, when a change to the tax 
code encouraged corporations to tie executive 
compensation to share price, investors in the 
S&P 500 saw returns that were slightly worse 
than what they were getting during the 40 
years prior. The life expectancy of S&P 500 
companies, meanwhile, has been cut 
dramatically—from around 70 years in the 
1920s to 15 years today. 
 
As the effects of shareholder supremacy have 
begun to make themselves evident.  Sears 
and Motorola are examples of companies that 
have been hollowed out in the name of stoking 
share prices—an alternative approach to 
running a corporation, known as the 
stakeholder model, began gaining purchase 
among academics and business leaders.  This 
model, as described by its proponents, 

 
 
 
 
recommends taking a less simplistic and short-
term view of what makes a company successful, 
and calls for measuring its value not just in 
terms of profits and stock price, but the total 
impact it has on the lives of people who come 
into contact with it. There are clear reasons this 
might be better for employees, customers, and 
their communities. In the long run, say thinkers 
like Stout and Post, it is going to be better for 
the competitiveness of the American company. 

Pointing to firms like Market Basket, they argue 
that stakeholder-focused companies are 
ultimately more stable and financially healthy—a 
win, ultimately, for the very shareholders being 
forced to make room at the trough for other 
interested parties. 
 
Though lots of prominent companies now take 
pains to cultivate reputations as conscientious 
corporate citizens, would-be reformers want 
something more.  But the prospect of actually 
getting CEOs on board with that vision involves 
some formidable obstacles. The most important 
might be that, thanks to the structure of 
American finance, the “shareholder value” 
model has become the only philosophy that 
CEOs have any real incentive to follow. They 
are still compensated heavily with stock, so they 
benefit disproportionately from its performance. 
And their largest and noisiest shareholders tend 
to be investment firms that have far more 
interest in quarterly earnings growth than in the 
long-term health of any one company. 
 
One set of solutions starts with the observation 
that stock price has been a powerful incentive in 
finance in part because it’s a nice, simple 
number. Based on that insight, a number of new 
metrics have been proposed that would take 
into account a corporation’s social contributions 
in addition to its profits.  

Osco and Market Basket 

In the 1970s and 1980s, Osco opened 
about ten stores in Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire which were next to a 
Market Basket store.  The partnership 
changed in the late 1980s when Market 
Basket opened their own drugstores, 
Lee Drug which were later sold to 
Walgreens. Osco’s site stratgey also 
shifted in the 1990s where new site 
were built as stand-alone locations 
allowing drive-thrus.  
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Is ‘Shareholder Value’ 

Bad For Business? 

(continued from page 10) 
 
One proposal, discussed by Sylla and former 
IBM executive Ralph Gomory in their recent 
Daedalus paper, centers on changing the tax 
code to provide benefits to companies that 
maximize their total contributions to America’s 
gross domestic product, which would reward 
paying high wages and discourage offshoring. 
Another, advocated by Stout, would impose 
new charges on what she calls “socially 
useless” stock trading, which would reduce the 
profitability of short-term trading in a company’s 
stock, and theoretically lift some of the pressure 
on CEOs to govern only for the near term. 
 
Ultimately, what might have the best chance of 
changing minds in the business world are 
examples of companies that have pursued the 
stakeholder model and flourished as a result. If 
Market Basket is an example of such a 
company—as the remarkable solidarity of its 
employees and customers suggests it is—then 
proof that the model works might lie in the 
impressive growth and annual revenues that 
the chain has managed to pull off despite 
spreading the wealth around to all those who 
play a part in generating it. As an institution, 
Market Basket matters in New England in a way 
that a company narrowly focused on pleasing 
its investors could never be, by making it 
possible for thousands of people to live more 
prosperous middle-class lives, and tens of 
thousands of other people to feed their families 
more easily. With that in mind, whoever ends 
up in control of Market Basket once the dust 
settles will have to decide how to run a 
company that has been carrying on its 
shoulders significantly more than a few bags of 
groceries. 
                Boston Globe - September 2014 

 
CVS Name Change 

(continued from page 1) 
CVS Health has a portfolio of programs to help 
people manage chronic disease and connects 
patients with pharmacists who help them stay 

on their prescribed medications. Digital 
capabilities are supplementing these programs 
to give customers a full view of their 
prescriptions. CVS Health’s Specialty Connect 
and Maintenance Choice programs integrate 
the company’s mail and reail capabilities, 
providing choice and convenience for patients. 
CVS Health is also forging alliances with 
physicians and health plans via CVS/pharmacy 
and CVS/minuteclinic to provide clinical 
support, medication counseling, chronic 
disease monitoring and wellness programs.   
The end of tobacco sales at CVS/pharmacy 
came nearly a month ahead of the targeted 
date of October 1 

 

 

 
In February the company announced that it 
would end the sale of tobacco products at its 
drug stores, making CVS/pharmacy the first 
and only national pharmacy chain to take this 
step in support of the health and well-being of 
its patients and customers.Results of a new 
study from CVS Health, included in a Health 
Affairs blog, show that the enactment of 
policies to eliminate the sale of tobacco 
products at retailers with pharmacies in San 
Francisco and Boston was associated with up 
to a 13.3% reduction in purchasers of tobacco 
products. 
 
CVS Health also kicked off a smoking 
cessation campaign to help millions of 
Americans quit smoking. Designed with input 
from national experts, the program combines 
the efforts of CVS/pharmacy, CVS/minuteclinic 
and CVS/caremark to help smokers quit. 
Components include an assessment of the 
smoker’s readiness to quit; information and 
tools smokers need to quit; medication support 
to help curb the desire to use tobacco; and 
coaching to help them stay motivated and 
prevent relapses. 
 
“We learned following our announcement in 
February that nearly everyone has a tobacco 
story and was eager to tell it,” said 
CVS/pharmacy president Helena Foulkes. “We 
are launching a social campaign — 
#OneGoodReason — in which we are inviting 
everyone to share their personal stories of how 
smoking and tobacco use has affected their 
lives. Our hope is that through the sharing of 
these stories we can spark a movement that 
will make lasting improvements in health 
across our country. 
 
“The path to becoming smoke-free doesn’t start 
in the same place for everyone: that’s why our 
program is designed to offer the interested 
quitter many ways to interact with our 
services.” 
          Chain Drug Review - Spetember 2014 
 

Walgreens, Boots to 

form new U.S. - based 

company 

Proceeding with the next step in their strategic 
partnership, Walgreen Co. and Alliance Boots 
GmbH are forming a new holding company — 
based in the United 
States — in line with 
their vision to create 
the first global 
pharmacy-led, health 
and well-being 
enterprise. 
Walgreens said the 
new company, 
Walgreens Boots 
Alliance Inc., will encompass four divisions: 
Walgreen Co.; Boots, the United Kingdom and 
Republic of Ireland's largest pharmacy, health 
and beauty retailer; Pharmaceutical Wholesale 
and International Retail, including Alliance 
Healthcare, Europe's largest pharmaceutical 
wholesaler; and Global Brands. 

 

 
The combined company also is setting up a cross-
divisional global pharmacy market access 
group.Plans call for the combined enterprise to be 
led by senior management from both companies, 
with Walgreens president, chief executive officer 
and board member Greg Wasson to serve as 
president and CEO of Walgreens Boots Alliance. 
Stefano Pessina, executive chairman of Alliance 
Boots, will become executive vice chairman of the 
combined company, responsible for strategy and 
M&A and reporting to Wasson. Pessina also will 
serve as chairman of a new strategy committee of 
the board of directors. Current Walgreens 
chairman Jim Skinner will be nonexecutive 
chairman of the board for the combined company. 

 
Walgreens and Alliance Boots announced their 
landmark partnership in June 2012. The two-step 
agreement called for Walgreens to acquire a 45% 
equity interest in Alliance Boots for $6.7 billion in 
cash and stock, a transaction that was completed 
in August 2012, and then to have the option to buy 
the remaining 55% of the company in about three 
years for $9.5 billion in cash and stock. 

 
The Walgreens Boots Alliance holding company 
will be based in the Chicago area, with the 
headquarters of Walgreens' operations to remain 
in Deerfield, Ill. Boots operations also will remain 
based at its current location in Nottingham, U.K. 

 
In recent months, the Walgreens-Alliance Boots 
partnership has been in news headlines about 
companies pursuing a controversial maneuver 
known as an inversion, in which a U.S.-based 
business acquires or merges with a foreign 
company and is domiciled overseas but keeps its 
operations in the United States, in turn realizing 
significant tax benefits. Walgreens reportedly 
would have saved $4 billion in taxes by 
redomiciling in Switzerland, where Alliance Boots 
has its headquarters. 

  
"In line with our fiduciary duty to the company and 
our shareholders, we undertook an extensive and 
rigorous analysis with a team of leading experts to 
determine the most optimal — and sustainable — 
course of action," Wasson explained. "We took 
into account all factors, including that we could not 
arrive at a structure that provided the company 
and our board with the requisite level of 
confidence that a transaction of this significance 
would need to withstand extensive IRS review and 
scrutiny. As a result, the company concluded it 
was not in the best long-term interest of our 
shareholders to attempt to redomicile outside the 
U.S." 
                Chain Drug Review - Spetember 2014 
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Newest Osco Drugs Debuts in 

Fayetteville,  Arkansas 
Northwest Arkansas Times 
March 1, 1972 
 

There is no mistaking Osco Drugs in the Northwest Arkasas Plaza 

which is well identified by its big sign.  Among the features are the 

prescription prices signs for the convenience of customers.   

 

Osco Drugs, a division of Jewel Cos. of Franklin Park, Ill., opens 

Thursday at the Northwest Arkasas Plaza as the only pharmacy in the 

Mall.  Offering a vast selection in merchandise, ranging from normal 

drugstore items to television sets, power tools, paint and cookware, the 

new store is managed by 

George Stearns, a Wisconsin 

native and former manager 

of two other Osco Drugs.  

"Osco is a self-service type 

operation offering prices 

which are sometimes lower 

than other stores," Stearns 

said of the pharmancy.  The 

local store will offer a wide 

range of department store-

like merchnadise, Stearns 

commented, including small 

appliances, pet supplies and 

gift items.  About 30 persons 

are employed at Osco Drugs, 

95% of them local, Stearns 

reported.   

 

The store is open from 9:00 

a.m. to 9:00p.m., six days a week. Assisting Stearns will be Bill  

Dumey, formerly of Cape Girardo, Missouri and Pat Trowbridge, 

formerly of Marshalltown, 

Iowa.  The Fayetteville 

store will be the newest in 

the chain when it opens on 

Thursday, Stearns said.  

There are 183 other Osco 

stores currently in 

operation, with others 

planned to open in 

Michigan.  Probably four 

pharmacists will 

accommodate the local 

store, two of them in 

management according to 

Stearns. The Osco Drugs 

building is 64 feet wide and 

168 feet deep. The interior is light-colored with panels in earth tones 

identifying each department. 

George Stearns - Innovator 
 

1969 
As store manager in Oshkosh, Wisconsin,  George helped win the right 

for Osco to post prescription prices to the public, opening up 

competitive pricing.  George noted other drug stores were furious, likely 

because some of the pharmacies gave doctors kickbacks for certain 

prescriptions.  In the early 1970s,  Osco later adopted the practice of 

posting prescription prices at a national level.   

 

1973 
As store manager at the Fayetteville, 

Arkansas Osco, prevails in a case to allow 

the store to open on Sundays. Prior to the 

ruling, all businesses in Arkansas 

followed a state law that mandated retail 

businesses remained closed on Sundays. 

 
1974 

As store manager at the Champaign, 

Illinois Osco, George incorporated a large section of groceries at the 

drugstore, the first Osco location to do so.  George also conceived the 

marketing concept of fill the bag and get 10% off the price of entire bag. 
 

 
1984 
George’s store was selected to pilot and 

test scanning of merchandise and 

utilizing data for pricing, inventory 

control and ordering before the initiative 

was rolled-out chain wide. 

 

 

  

In this edition of FLASHBACK, we recognize the accomplishments of one of Osco’s true pioneers – George Stearns.  
George joined Osco Drug in 1962 as a pharmacist, progressed through store management ranks and retired in 1991.  
He is also one of the charter members of the alumni club.   
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1946 
Graduates from high school 

 

1950 
Graduates from University of 

Wisconsin School of Pharmacy  
 

1951 
Enlists in Air Force 

sets up Travis AFB Military 

Hospital Pharmacy 

Livermore, CA 
 

1952 
While a graduate student, was on 

pharmacy team at University of 

WI that developed the time 

release capsule 
 

1953 
Joins Huber Brothers Drug 

Store in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 
 

1954 
Marries Frances (Fran) Wood 

 

1957 
Relocates to Oshkosh, WI and 

works at Stearns Drug 

 

1962 
Joins Osco Drug as a pharmacist 

at #836 Oshkosh, WI and later 

joins management 
 

1969 
1st Assistant at Osco #823 Green 

Bay, WI 
 

1972 
Opens Osco #882 

Fayetteville, AR 
 

1973 
Manager of Osco #877 

Champaign, IL 
 

1974 
Manager of  

Turn*Style #718  

Omaha, NE  
 

1977 
Turn*Style  

Marketing Manager 

1818 Oak Brook, IL  
 

1979 
Manager of Osco #435 

Beloit, WI 
 

1991 
Retires from Osco and relocates 

to Sedona, AZ 

 

Jon “Tork” Fuglestad:” I was fortunate to have had the 

opportunity to work with George over the years.  For me, it was a 

great experience.  One thing that we all know about George is that 

he is a straight shooter.  He let it all hang out – good or bad.  

George cared - cared about Osco Drug and those individuals that 

he worked with.     
 

George is a good friend and work associate.  He is remembered as 

one of the people that made Osco Drug the best drug company ever.  

Yes, George, we are getting older but we still can cherish the 

memories.” 

1972: Fred Dearborn, George 

1950: Graduation from 
University of Wisconsin 

 

Jerry Gonyo: “I knew George from our days in Oshkosh. I 

graduated from UWO and started with Turn*Style in 

Racine, WI in 1964.  In later years after moving to Arizona, 

both George and his wife Fran attended some alumni 

events in Scottsdale.  While living in Arizona, we visited 

periodically. We always had good sessions to talk about 

Oshkosh and Omro. He knew my son-in-laws father Jim 

Hinderman.  I have 2 sisters in Oshkosh and Omro. 
 

One of our friends, Jerry Rivinius wrote his book CRAZY 

DAYS which featured some notes about George in his days 

with Osco.  George Stearns is one of the OSCO legends!” 

1991: George, Steve Mannschreck 

Retirement  

2011: George, Dick Davis 
ROMEO Lunch 

2002: Vacationing with the Fuglestads 
 

2014: Relaxing in 
Billings 

 

2014: 
Grandson 

Brian Powers, 
great 

granddaughter 
Evelyn Powers, 

daughter 
Lucinda 

Stearns Butler 
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Sadly, George’s wife Fran passed away in 2007.  George moved to Billings, MT in 2012 to live 
closer to family.    He has three daughters, Beth (Queen Creek, AZ), Lucinda (Billings, MT) 

and Lisa (Scottsdale, AZ), five granddaughters and ten great grandchildren. 



 

Annual Canadian Fishing Trip 

by Mike Resvick 
 

After listening to the Canadian fish stories of Paul Dralle, 
step-dad of Ron Barr, Ron and his Osco friends Lowell 
Hartsock, Marvin Feidler and Bill Shober, convinced Paul 
that they should be in his motorhome the next time it headed 
north.  That was 41 years ago!!   
 
In September of 1973, they left the highway and drove down 
17 miles of the roughest road imaginable to Pine Point Resort 
on Lac Des Mille Lacs, north of Thunder Bay in Ontario.  On 
arrival they could hear the hum of the huge diesel engine that 
generated the electricity while the owner warned them of the 
bear that had been coming into camp.  The beautiful lake 
was full of Walleye and Northern Pike and the young 
fisherman were hooked!!  They couldn’t wait to return the 
following September when the group grew from 5 to 12 and 
two motorhomes.  
 
Each year the group grew in numbers and finally cabins had 
to be rented.  The group now averages in the low twenties 
each year.  Keeping in contact through the internet, the 
excitement and countdown of days until they all meet at 
Grand Portage, MN on the first Friday following Labor Day, 

starts far in advance.  For many years Lowell Hartsock was in 
charge of planning and making advance purchases but now 
Mike Resvick and his brother-in-law, Dave Smith, are in 
charge and they do a championship job.  At camp everyone 
has a job, ranging from fish cleaner to cook. Through the 
years the group has purchased a fish cooker, vacuum sealer, 
large electric griddles, and other appliances to make life 
easier.  
 
Three of the four original Osco friends, Ron Barr, Lowell 
Hartsock and Marvin Feidler still attend with Ron and Lowell 
having sons and grandsons that have joined the group. They 
lost Bill Shober to cancer.  Others from the group that were 
affiliated with Osco that have died are Warren Bennett, Dick 
Hoy and Jim Smith.   

 

 
The group has selected a small island which they have 
named, Friendship Island, and visit it each year during the 
fishing trip and honor the friends they have lost. The old 
timers will tell you that forty years ago the fish were the 
attraction but today it is the camaraderie that is at the top 
of the list! 

 
Osco Drug alumni that have joined the group on one or 
more trips include Mike Magnuson, Dave Abbott, Warren 
Bennett, Dennis Groteboer, Mike Resvick, Wayne 
Davis,  Jim Smith,  Vern Miller, Lee Hodges, Dick 
Berray, Jerry Millard,  Dick Kidd, Dick Hoy,   Gary Hruby, 
Jeff Barr,  Shawn Hartsock, Don Gilles, Rick 
Sweeney, Rodger McWhirter,  Bill Shober, Marvin Fedler, 
Ron Barr, 
Lowell 
Hartsock, Jim 
Martin, Cecil 
Kearney  
and Mike 

Barr.              

 

 

The Cubs cap, 
golf club, cook’s 
cap and plaque 
are items placed 
on Friendship 
Island this year 
in honor of 
former 
Osco  employee, 
Jim Smith. 
 

Mike Barr and one of the many ‘lunkers’ caught 
 

Vern Miller, Shawn Hartsock, Lee Hodges, Lowell Hartsock, 
Marvin Feidler, Mike Resvick, Dennis Groteboer, Ron Barr, 

Jeff Barr and Mike Barr 
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John McGovern 
 

There are few things in life greater than being parents but one of them has 
to be being grandparents! Don’t get me 
wrong, having three lovely daughters was 
quite an honor and accomplishment! They’re 
all successful and we love them dearly.  
But…having had three daughters after 
growing up with six sisters (only one brother 
-- ten years older) it’s such an honor to have 
three  grandSONS!  It’s exciting to live 
vicariously through them and share their 
interests. I know my wife Sharon enjoys 
having some boys in her life after raising 
daughters Natalie (Arizona), Katie (Illinois) 
and Molly (Arizona). All three grandsons are 
fantastic and we love to brag about them. 
 
This past summer we traveled to Elizabethtown, Kentucky to watch our 

then 11 year old grandson, 
Christopher, play with his travel 
team…the Oswego (Illinois) 
Panthers...in the Nationals 12U 
division. This baseball facility has to 
be one of the greatest places on 
earth for a 12-year-old boy that loves 
baseball.  The park ranked pretty high 
with the grandparents who got to be 
there to watch him play. Teams come 
from all over the country to participate 

in this weeklong tournament. I 
would love to say that they won the 
tournament but they represented 
Oswego very well and finished 
among the top eight teams (out of 
22). A team from Detroit, MI beat a 
team from Miami, FL for the 
championship. We also visited the 
Louisville Slugger Museum, spent a 
day at a water park and took in the 
historic site where the Kentucky 
Derby is held at Churchill  
Downs. Grandsons Porter (5) and 
Paxton (2½) belong to Molly & Matt 
and are nothing but pure pleasure 
to hang out with and they get to see Nana and Papa more regularly.  
These 
boys know 
how to 
have fun 
and keep 
you young 
at the 
same time.  
They love 
sports, 
swimming 
in the pool, 
building 
forts, 
watching 
“Planes: 
Fire and Rescue” and doing overnights at Nana and Papa’s house.  We 
love when the family gets together for Christmas and “spring training” in 
March.  Fall is here and temps will be dropping into the 
90’s….brrrrr….that’s it for this update from paradise . 

 

 

Rich Bos 

Rich Bos was named President of Beauty Brands Inc. in December 2013.  
Just prior, Rich was in retirement for three years after spending more than 

two decades with Ulta Salon Cosmetics & 
Fragrance Inc. ultimately as vice president of 
merchandising.  Before joining Ulta, Rich was 
with Osco and 
Turn*Style for 
nearly twenty 
years. Rich 
tells us he was 
anxious to "get 
back in the game." Both Rich and Heather (also a 
Turn*Style alum) now live in Kansas City, MO 

with their two dogs. They 
are looking forward to this 
new chapter in their 
lives. Since its debut in 
1995 in Kansas City, 
Beauty Brands has grown 
to a 56-store chain in 
eleven states.   Beauty 
Brands' stores run about 
5,000 to 9,000 square feet 
in size.   

 
Alumni Club:  
 

Larry, Anthony, Ken, John, Margie, Joan, Gary, Jerry, Kathy, 
Gerry and Glen   WOW! You guys and gals really pulled it off. 

What a great time at the New England Osco reunion last June - 
thanks to all of you!   I had a terrific time  and want to thank 
each of you for all the work you did to make it happen …….all of 
you deserve a pat on the back. 
  
Thank you for providing me an opportunity to see so many 
friends and co-workers. I am honored to be considered part of 
the Osco Eastern Region and to have had a chance to work with 
all of you during my time with Osco Drug. You are a class act.  
  

Looking forward to our next one! 
 
Joe Wagner 
 
 
WOW, what a great time.  
  
HUGE THANKS to all involved in putting the Boston/Woburn 
event together.  It has been spoken of to many with JOY and 
APPRECIATION for the opportunity to reconnect with the great 
people of NE Osco.  God bless you all! 
 
John Kromer 

 
Do you have a question, comment,   
complaint, idea or other inquiry? 

Send it to us! 
Email your message to: oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com 

 

We’ll research and respond to your inquiry 
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Karel Oddo 

In addition to Jerry Rivinius, the club has another member who is a 
published author – Karel Oddo.  Karel is the author of Karel's Kitchen - 
Treasured Recipes Since 1924.  When Karel was nine years old, she was 
already cooking 
for Christmas, 
and not just with 
her Easy Bake 
Oven.  "I was 
always asking to 
cook and help in 
the kitchen." After 
five decades of 
feeding family 
and friends, not 
just because of 
her love for the 
homemaker role, 
but because of a 
passion for 
cooking and entertaining, Karel gave in to the urging of her daughters and 
compiled favorite recipes into a cookbook.  Karel's Kitchen was  published 
by Morris Press Cookbooks in October 2012. The first printing has sold out 
and the second printing is hot off the press. Some of the recipes were 
staples of her grandmother’s.  Other recipes were common in the kitchen of 
her mother and additional recipes are her own discoveries.  All 305 recipes 

detailed in the book are among 
Karol’s favorites,  As she says, 
"What is so fantastic is that all my 
recipes are delicious, not just one 
or two that you find in most 
cookbooks today.  My book is truly 
a book of treasured recipes." 
 

As one reads through Karel's 
Kitchen, it is immediately apparent 
that her favorite recipes are rather 
easy and most delicious.  They are 
not those of a gourmet cook, but of 
someone who enjoys cooking for 
family and friends.  The common 
ingredients for her Vanilla 
Caramels or Lemon Bars, for 
example, or her Chicken Quick or 
Party Potatoes, would probably be 
found in most home kitchens.  As 
Karel says, "My recipes are simple, 

wholesome, easy, and truly great recipes."  Karel also serves the same fare 
to her personal friends.  As the years went by, she came to cook and bake 

favorite recipes for her grandchildren.   
 

If you would like to order Karel's cookbook, email her at 
kareloddo@aol.com.  The cost of the book is $20 plus $5 shipping for a 
total of $25 per book.               

                                              Sue Orsen, writer for The Victoria Gazette  
contributed to this article  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mike Cihlar  

Hello my Osco/Sav-on Alumni friends, family, colleagues and peers,  
  
For some of you it has been a while since we 
last spoke.  The last time I sent an Alumni 
update, it was after leaving Mollen 
Immunization Clinics in April 2013.  Well, I 
took some time off spending it with my family 
and friends.  I worked on my golf and tennis 
game too (it didn’t help).  Going stir crazy, I 
went back to work in July 2013 joining John 
Roehm and others to help build a start-up 
company named Ulta Lab Tests.  It was 
certainly an exciting year working with my 
friends getting Ulta off the ground, but in July 
2014 I made another career change.   
  
I accepted a job with McKesson as the Retail 
Operations Director for their Health Mart Pharmacy division.  I will relocate 
to Atlanta, Georgia and oversee McKesson's Health Mart Pharmacy South 
Region's business development and clinical operations.  The plan is to 
always have a place in Phoenix AZ.  My son, Zach has one more year of 
high school and we certainly will not disrupt his senior year and we want to 

give him a place to 
come back to during 
his college years.  I 
will have a lot of 
flexibility to come 
back and forth to see 
Leigh, Zach and my 
friends.   
  
During my ‘Summer 
of Mike’, we found 
ourselves moving 
twice in 14 months 
(yes that was 
fun).  So for those of 
you that couldn't keep 
up with our moving, 
below is our Phoenix 

AZ (and now my Atlanta) address to add to your contacts We want to keep 
our Phoenix, AZ home as we certainly plan to retire here someday.    
  

Phoenix Cihlar Address 
4326 N. 25th St. #105 
Phoenix, AZ  85016 

Atlanta Cihlar Address 
711 Cosmopolitan Dr NE #600 

Atlanta, GA  30324 

I consider myself truly fortunate to have each of you as a part of my 
previous/current career and life.  Each of you have been such a positive 
influence and truly appreciate our Osco/Sav-on Alumni friendship, 
association and relationship together.   
 
 

 
 

Editor’s Note: 

Mitch Oddo, Karel’s husband, died of 
a sudden heart attack on April 15, 2014.   
Mitch had a 40+ year career with Osco 
and affiliated companies where he was 
a merchandising executive for the beer,  
wine and liquor categories.  In the  
December of Connections, we plan to  
feature an article highlighting Mitch’s  
career with the company.  We invite 
members to send us their recollections 
of Mitch.  If you have a story to share  
or photos you wish us to include,  
please contact Barbara Salerno. 
(oscosavonalumni@yahoo.com) 
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We welcome your comments and any info           
you’d like to share with members: photos,   
your one-liners, current news, e.g., where  

you’re working, career changes, where  

you’ve traveled and/or other updates. 
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Sav-on Grand Opening 
Photos  

 1970s, 1980s & 1990s  
We encourage you to email us 
your past work photos to share 

with members! 
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Dick Scherschligt 
by Gary Volkening 
 

Dick and Sheryl began their Osco odyssey at Freeport, Illinois in 1968.  In 
1969 Dick was transferred to Kankakee, Illinois as an assistant where he 
worked with Harley Wilson and later Lowell Hartsock.  From there he 
traveled to Rockford, Illinois in 1971 where as a first assistant he worked 

with Walt Meinhart.  In 
December of 1971 he was 
promoted as manager and 
opened up the new store in 
downtown Evansville, 
Indiana, where he stayed 
until 1975.  He then went to 
Decatur, Illinois as manager, 
where he was eventually 
promoted to market 
manager when Bob Rankin 
was promoted to district 
manager.  
 

 It was during the time in 
Decatur that his sense of 

humor became evident.  The parking lot at his store was filled with 
potholes.  He tried the usual procedures for 
getting it fixed to no avail.  Dick placed 
miniature matchbox and hot wheels cars in a 
pothole and took pictures of them.  He then 
sent the pictures to corporate with a note 
saying things were getting out of hand.  The 
parking lot was repaired shortly thereafter.  
Ron Kleingartner recalls working as an 
assistant with Dick in Decatur.  He 
remembers Dick as being extremely 
organized, a good delegator, and treating 
his assistants and employees with fairness 
and kindness.  Ron and Dick formed a 
lasting friendship that even involved Dick 
being a groomsman at Ron’s wedding.  Dick 
trained Ron well as he eventually became a market manager in Indiana.  
Ron attributes his success to the management styles he learned from 
Dick.  Dick came to Champaign in 1991 as market manager, replacing 
Duane Davis.  I remember another of his humorous remarks was to 
explain how to pronounce his name.  He would say I’m from South Dakota 
and in the winters the roads are “sure slick”.  This was typical Dick, putting 
everyone he met at ease. 
 

During his tenure as 
market manager in 
Champaign he was 
not only my boss but 
my friend and mentor.   
I had been managing 
the Osco at Country 
Fair for 10 years and 
was probably going to 
be asked to move. 
Dick advised me and 
helped me to obtain the 
open manager position 
at Green Street when Gary Schwark transferred.  This was an extremely 
busy 24 hour store located near the University of Illinois.  This move 
allowed my family and me to stay in the Champaign area which had 
become and still is our home.  For this I will be forever grateful to Dick. 
In 1998 Dick retired allowing both him and his wife the freedom to do the 
things they love.  Age and wear and tear on Dick’s knees made it 
impossible for him to play tennis, a sport he once excelled at.  Golf 
became   his new passion.  Both Sheryl and Dick were also involved with 
the charity Daily Bread, which fed the homeless.  They took many trips, 
especially to the east coast visiting their grandchildren.  They were also 
able to reconnect with their friends and family back in South Dakota.  They 
visited many Osco friends during these trips. 
 

Dick also kept up with his Osco friends and company events here in 
Champaign.  We formed a small group of current and former Osco people 
that met, and still meet today, at an establishment appropriately named 
The Office.   

 

Meetings were usually instigated by Dick calling someone and asking “is it 
time yet”.  More often than not the answer would be yes and a meeting 
would be scheduled.  Discussions would always start with updates on 
friends and family and then move to golfing, politics, Illini sports, and of 
course the St Louis Cardinals and Green Bay Packers. 
 

In early 2013 we were all concerned as Dick was slowing down.  At one of 
our periodic meetings Dick told us he was having tests done but they could 
not pinpoint his ailment.  He and Sheryl traveled to the Mayo Clinic where 
Dick was diagnosed with ALS. (see story on back page)  They had told 
him that he had about two years.  It was a sad day when later that year he 
announced that he didn’t feel well enough to come to any more of our 
meetings.  I would visit Dick at his house where we enjoyed watching 
sports on TV and catching up on the latest news.  His disease progressed 
very rapidly until the end came last June.  I saw Dick one last time shortly 
before he passed.  He still had a firm hand shake, a sense of humor, and 
his winning grin.  The disease had destroyed his body but not his spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bernie Adams 
Director of Category Management 
 

Bernie Adams, 71, passed away unexpectedly from a heart attack 
on Thursday, September 18.   After retirement, Bernie lived in the 
Phoenix, Arizona area. Information will be posted at the club’s 
website once details are available. 

I had the opportunity to work with Dick as fellow manager, 

fellow Market Manager and then as his District Manager.  Dick 

was a dedicated family man, loyal employee and a mentor to 

many of us.  He developed great relationships with people that 

lasted a lifetime.  His style and personality made working with 

Dick a pleasure.  He was a great resource and could always be 

counted on to give great insight into any issue.  People that 

worked with Dick knew that they could always count on his 

support in any situation.  Dick had a dry sense of humor and 

could always be counted on to make many of us chuckle with his 

comments.  He had the ability to put people at ease with his 

great communication skills.  Creating a fun atmosphere at work 

was one of Dick’s great attributes.  Golfing with Dick was 

always fun.  He would sometimes complain about the pain in his 

knees while walking during store visits.  Magically, when we 

would golf later in the day, Dick would seem to have no problem 

walking.  He would tell me it was much easier to walk on the 

golf course that it was to walk on store visits.  Dick would then 

proceed to beat all of us in the game he loved. Darleen and I 

extend our sincere sympathy to Sheryl and the family.               

        Cal & Darleen Schwandt 

 

Dick was a gentle giant, who took things in stride.  I remember 

his laugh - it would come out of nowhere and fill the room.  He 

was a man that I enjoyed working FOR.  Dick was part of the 

secret German crew that was within Osco… Fuglestad, 

Schwandt, Scherschligt t and of course, Schwark to name a few.  

Dick enjoyed golf and it fit his personality.  He always strived 

for par or better.  And when it didn’t work out, he would just 

move on to the next hole.  Thank you Osco Drug and Sheryl 

Scherschligt for giving me the privilege to know Dick.    

        Gary Schwark 
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Leonard “Lenny” Katz 
Soft Goods District Manager/Alumni Club Representative Eastern 
Region 

With much sadness we inform you of the passing of long term alumni club 
member Leonard Katz, 88, who passed away on July 7, 2014.   Prior to 
retirement in 1992, Lenny was a long term 
Turn*Style and Osco soft goods district manager 
based at the Osco/Star Market Cambridge office.  

After retirement, Lenny 
became a charter 
member of the alumni club and organized alumni 
luncheons in New England for the club in the 
1990s.  He was the beloved husband of Barbara 
(Stone) Katz with whom he recent celebrated 63 
years. Lenny was the devoted father of Roberta 
(Katz) Fallon and her husband John Fallon of 
Mashpee, Massachusetts, Neil Katz, M.D. and 
his wife Amy (Leong) Katz of Irvine, California, 
and Susan (Katz) Meister and her husband 
Michael Meister, M.D. of Coral Gables, Florida. 
Cherished grandfather of Meredith and David 
Meister, Matthew Fallon, and Sterling Katz. Dear 
brother of the late Manuel Katz and the late 
George Katz. He attended Boston University, 
and was a World War II Army Veteran, Member 

of Moses Michael Hays Masonic Lodge A.F. & A. M. and Jewish War 
Veterans. Services at Temple Israel, Remembrances may be made to the 
American Lung Association: National Office, 55 W. Wacker Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 or The Greater Miami Jewish Federation, 4200 
Biscayne Blvd, Attention Dahlia Bendavid, Miami, FL 33137. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

He also took me to the Jewelry District, that was quite unique 

and an experience I will never forget.  Thousands of dollar’s 

worth of jewelry out of the showcases for sidewalk sales and 

customers free to try them on for proper fit.   Lenny taught me 

many facets of the apparel business. It took years, but I finally 

grasped the retail accounting process and markdown process. 

Both of these were foreign to the cost accounting principles I 

had learned earlier in my career. I always marveled at Lenny’s 

ability to manage the business year after year and adapt to new 

managers and personnel.   Carol and I offer our sympathies to 

Barbara, their family and friends. R.I.P. Lenny.   You will be 

missed.                 Brent Keil 

 

I worked with Lenny at Osco #905 in Quincy, MA. This store 

had a regular Osco under the roof but also clothing, domestics 

and shoes. This store was over 60,000 square feet. It had 

layaway and a giant service desk. Lenny was the fashion guy 

traveling to New York and buying inventory. He would travel 

weekly to purchase men’s, ladies, and children's clothing.  We 

met weekly in our office to discuss sales and staffing.  When the 

clothing orders started to arrive it was all hands on deck to 

price it and merchandise it. To this day it was the best of times 

for me.  A funny story during one of the inventories at 905... It 

was one time when I felt the outcome was going to be a 

landslide. We were halfway done counting the pharmacy and 

hard goods with soft goods to go. Lenny asked me how it was 

going. I said we need to count soft goods still. I asked him what 

he thought he had in inventory. He told me over $100,000 at 

cost. I then told him it would be all profit as we both smiled.  It 

was one of the greatest days Osco 905 ever had. We were both 

very proud that day, no one writes on $100,000. Lenny was a 

gentlemen first, a friend and mentor to me as a young manager.  

He was the fashion guy and I have great memories of a dear 

friend.         Ron Cardarelli 

 
Lenny held very unique position, the only one of its type in the 

entire company. We were converting New England Turn*Styles 

(a large K-Mart type of store) to very large, 35,000 to 50,000 

square foot Osco Drug stores with apparel. Lenny was buying 

men’s, women’s, boys, girls and infant apparel. Experts would 

tell you that it is impossible for one person to do all of that. 

Well I guess they never met Lenny Katz.  He was not only able 

to do all that and spend half his time in the New York City 

Apparel District, but did it with a smile. A gentleman, great 

husband and father, one of the few people I have met that 

always found the good in everyone, never critical, always 

positive, just a joy to be around.  He was a World War II vet, 

spending time in the European theater during the war.  Lenny 

always made you feel special when you were with him.  That 

warm smile, the sense of humor.  Lenny seemed to always don 

the latest fashion in clothes and appeared to be very fit. A 

couple of years ago on a visit to their place. I asked Lenny, how 

do you keep looking so fit, thinking he must have some program 

he works on, well in his dry sense of humor he responded, I 

keep fit by sitting on the porch and watching Barbara playing 

golf. I am happy to say I knew Lenny and had the opportunity to 

work with and to enjoy him.                                    Dave Maher 
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 On Behalf of the Alumni Club,  
We Extend Our Deepest 

Sympathies to the Families Having 
Lost Loved Ones 

 
Please access the website in the People >> In Memoriam 

section to see additional notices of the passing of 
Osco and  Sav-on employees. 

 

Remembering Lenny  
 

I worked with Lenny when I first joined Turn*Style back in early 

1970s. I have often thought of him over the years in a positive 

way as I learned from his approach to evaluating and resolving 

problems that would occur. He always a positive person and had 

a great sense of humor. My sympathies to his family and his Osco 

friends.            Dona Blunt 

 
I enjoyed many memorable experiences with Lenny during my 

days working for Osco/Turn-Style in New England. Lenny was 

known as the “Rag Merchant” for his expertise in the fashion and 

apparel Business.   He had a knack for picking the most 

fashionable clothing that was in vogue for our stores. I remember 

the days spent in New York, at the Empire State Building, for our 

spring and fall buying shows.  Lenny introduced me to the New 

York Deli’s (Katz’s Deli and Carnegie Deli), where we enjoyed 

many wonderful meals. I thought Katz’s Deli was owned by 

Lenny’s family, but later found out it wasn’t.            (continued) 
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Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), often 
referred to as "Lou Gehrig's Disease," is a 
progressive neurodegenerative disease that 
affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal 
cord. Motor neurons reach from the brain to the 
spinal cord and from the spinal cord to the 
muscles throughout the body. The progressive 
degeneration of the motor neurons in ALS 
eventually leads to their death. When the motor 
neurons die, the ability of the brain to initiate and 
control muscle movement is lost. With voluntary 
muscle action progressively affected, patients in 
the later stages of the disease may become 
totally paralyzed. 
 
A-myo-trophic comes from the Greek language. 
"A" means no or negative. "Myo" refers to 
muscle, and "Trophic" means nourishment–"No 
muscle nourishment." When a muscle has no 
nourishment, it "atrophies" or wastes away. 
"Lateral" identifies the areas in a person's spinal 
cord where portions of the nerve cells that signal 
and control the muscles are located. As this 
area degenerates it leads to scarring or 
hardening ("sclerosis") in the region. 
As motor neurons degenerate, they can no 
longer send impulses to the muscle fibers that 
normally result in muscle movement. Early 
symptoms of ALS often include increasing 
muscle weakness, especially involving the arms 
and legs, speech, swallowing or breathing. 
When muscles no longer receive the messages 
from the motor neurons that they require to 
function, the muscles begin to atrophy (become 
smaller). Limbs begin to look "thinner" as muscle 
tissue atrophies.  
 
The body has many kinds of nerves. There are 
those involved in the process of thinking, 
memory, and of detecting sensations (such as 
hot/cold, sharp/dull), and others for vision, 
hearing, and other bodily functions.  

The Ice Bucket 
Challenge, sometimes 
called the ALS Ice 
Bucket Challenge, is 
an activity involving 
dumping a bucket of 
ice water on 
someone's head to 
promote awareness of 
the disease 
amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS) and 
encourage donations 
to research. It went 
viral on social media 
during July–August 
2014.  In the US, 
many people 
participate for the ALS 
Association, and in the 
UK, many people 
participate for the 
Motor Neuron Disease 
Association although 
some individuals have 
opted to donate their 
money from the Ice 
Bucket Challenge to 
other organizations. 
 
The challenge 
encourages 
nominated participants 
to be filmed having a 
bucket of ice water 
poured on their heads 
and then nominating 
others to do the same. 
A common stipulation 
is that nominated 
participants have 24 
hours to comply or 
forfeit by way of a 
charitable financial 
donation.  Since July 
29, 2014, The ALS 
Association has 
received $115 million 
in donations. 

 

What is ALS? 

The nerves that are affected when you have 
ALS are the motor neurons that provide 
voluntary movements and muscle power. 
Examples of voluntary movements are your 
making the effort to reach for the phone or 
step off a curb; these actions are controlled by 
the muscles in the arms and legs. 
 
The heart and the digestive system are also 
made of muscle but a different kind, and their 
movements are not under voluntary control. 
When your heart beats or a meal is digested, 
it all happens automatically. Therefore, the 
heart and digestive system are not involved in 
ALS. Breathing also may seem to be 
involuntary. Remember, though, while you 
cannot stop your heart, you can hold your 
breath - so be aware that ALS may eventually 
have an impact on breathing. 
 
Although the cause of ALS is not completely 
understood, the recent years have brought a 
wealth of new scientific understanding 
regarding the physiology of this disease. 
 
While there is not a cure or treatment today 
that halts or reverses ALS, there is one FDA 
approved drug, riluzole that modestly slows 
the progression of ALS as well as several 
other drugs in clinical trials that hold promise. 
 
Importantly, there are significant devices and 
therapies that can manage the symptoms of 
ALS that help people maintain as much 
independence as possible and prolong 
survival. It is important to remember that ALS 
is a quite variable disease; no two people will 
have the same journey or experiences.  There 
are medically documented cases of people in 
whom ALS ‘burns out,’ stops progressing or 
progresses at a very slow rate.  

Ice Bucket 

Challenge 

http://www.oscosavonalumni.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=1
http://www.alsa.org/fight-als/ice-bucket-challenge.html

